
Best Men’s Basketball Teams In Ohio State
History: 1961-62

There have been 121 teams in Ohio State men’s basketball history, including one national champion
squad in 1960.

Buckeye Sports Bulletin evaluated some of the best teams in program history with Ohio State basketball
expert Lee Caryer and Dick Furry, who was a captain of the lone championship team in school history.

When discussing the best teams ever, we emphasized an importance on consistency, tournament
success, future NBA players and the competition they faced.

1961-62: 26-2, 13-1 Big Ten. NCAA Tournament Runner-Up.

The 1961-62 Buckeyes came off their national title loss highly motivated, winning 22 straight games to
open the season. For the second straight year, Ohio State spent the entire season as the No. 1-ranked
team in the country.

Though it was the senior year of the dynamic trio of Jerry Lucas, Mel Nowell and John Havlicek, who
became an All-American, Larry Siegfried’s graduation proved to mark a significant loss.

“They lost an outstanding player from the ’61 team in Larry Siegfried. He was the No. 3 choice in the
NBA Draft and had been an All-American,” Caryer said. “He was a very physical guard who was a good
ball handler and had matured a great deal during his Ohio State career. He was an outstanding talent
and was on five championship teams in the NBA with the Boston Celtics playing with John Havlicek.

“So, most of the people around the program will tell you that the ’60 team was the best. The ’61 team
was a very close second, and the ’62 team was not as good as the ’61 team or the ’60 team.”

After 22 consecutive wins to start the 1961-62 campaign and the Big Ten crown already clinched, Ohio
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State lost at Wisconsin, 81-67, for its lone regular-season loss.

The Buckeyes once again excelled in the tournament, defeating Western Kentucky, 90-65, and No. 3
Kentucky, 74-64, across the first two rounds. In the Final Four, Ohio State topped Wake Forest, 84-68,
before dropping its second straight national title bout with Cincinnati, 71-59.

Perhaps the players lost from the previous two teams became too much to overcome, even with a
stacked senior class.

“Different people did different things at different times,” Caryer said. “The main difference in my mind
is that the replacements were not as good as the guys who left, by and large.”
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