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Rose Bowl Recap

Bright Spots Surface In Pasadena

Rpangter Boots
se Record FG

By Frank Moskouwitz

It's hard to pick out bright &
in a loss as disappointing as Ohie
State's 20-17 setback at the 1985
Rose Bowl.
Bul cortainly, Buckeye fans have
to feel like they've found n place
kicker. Rich Spangler, one of the
mont eriticized players on the Ohio
State fquad aver the lnst couple of
vears, responded Lo the pressures
of the Rose Bow] by connecting on
a record -equaling three Neld goals,
including & recordwetiing B2
yarder,

Spangler's three feld goals

equaled the three hit by former

Hu-th- o Viade Janakiovaki in the
1980 Rose Bowl and his b2-yarder
broke the mark set by USC's Steve
Jordan earlier in the 1985 contest
The provious mark hod been 45
yards, sel by Stanford's Sieve
Horowite ngninst Ohlo Stale in
1w

The (Ohio State Beld goal record
is 50 vards, eel by Tam Skladany
against [linois in 1975, Bob Atha
% the anly other Ohio State kicker
{17 'mﬂi n field goal of 50 yards or

llufllllj. Spangler hnd mixed
emotbions aflter his first Rose Baowl
AR

“I'm renl happy about my day,
but 'm real rllsl.nmnnlqlnl Eh-ﬂ we
lost because | came here o play as
a team, nol as an individual,”
Spangler said after the game. “A
kieker ia like an individualiat, bt
when il comes down Lo winning or
loming, iU's all & team game."

he  pressure of the big game

rnily didnt bother Spangler
always ll.mkln; forward o
kicking the game winning ficld
goal,” he said. “1 gueas that's why
I'm o kicker. If you ask any kicker
that, he'll give wou the same
answer

“Why leame to Ohio Stale was ls
play in thess kind of games. This s
the firt major game ['ve ever
really played n  hesides the
Michigan game

“Wothing cam touch the
Michigan game,” Spangler ndded

Spangler's record BZ.varder
came in the third quarter and
allowed the Buckeyes to close ta 1 7-

. The junior out of Geneva, Ohio,
liked the
moment of contact

“1 hit the ball amd [ Jooked u|u|11;d
that ball had a slow rotation just
like a field goal kick is supposed to
I enew it was gosd right when | hit
it

“1 don't know if anyone in the
sinnda could feel . Bul when
you're a feld goal kicker, vou know
when you makes kick right when it
leaves your fool.”

Despite the loss, the Rose Bowl
had i be a game to be enjoyved by
Spanglor, He has certainly hit
some low points in his threoyear
siay in Columbus. As a freshman,

Kicker Hwh Spangler Made Three !'(.rs

Spanglor missed six field goalsin a
row al one paint. During  his
sophomore wear, Coach Earle
HBruce benched him in mid season,

With his performance in the Rose
Bowl, Spangler figures that Bruce
and the fans will have more
confidence in him now.

“My freshman vear, | was like
any (reshman kicker — n little
wachy. | vear, | really didn't
have o very good year,” Spangler
sabd. "1 really don’t know what was
wrong lnst vear. | worked with Lou
Groza (all-time kicking grent and
father of Buckeye Judd) and we
couldn't find anything wrong, It

Continued On Page H
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Freshman Class
Shows Promise

By Rich Exner

The seniors are gone. Among the
deparied nre veteran quarierback
Mike Tomczak and starting
linemen Jim Lachey, Kirk
Lowdermilk, Scott Zalenaki, Mark
Krerowicz, Dave Crecelius,
Anthony OGluliani and Dave
Muorrill,

Those seniors will be missed, but
maore noticeable than the play of
the seniora in the 1985 Rose Bowl
were fine performances turned in
by some returning Huckoyves, the
maat mﬂ:mm u;hirh ul.lr:;
from o, L arles
Chrin Splolman.

Carter and Spielman woee just
twa of the six Buckeye freshmen to
start in the Hose Bowl Alo
drawing' starling assignments
were freshmen defensive backs
Greg Hogan and Willinm White,
linebacker Eric Kumerow and
panter Tom Tupa.

But even afler watching his
youngalers turn in aplondid
p-rl'nrmnnu- eoach Earle Broce
wasn'l ready just yet lo look
toward next season.

“I'm not thinking aboul the
ful'uri nghl Faow, l m I|||nh1||{ rrnl
hard about this fostball game,
Bruee ankil when asked to comment
an the play of his freshmen

Carter lod the freshman parade,
carning NRCs Ohio State player
of the game honor. His nine
entches pacod all receivers and his
172 yards in receplions erased a 50
yearohl Hose Bowl record held by
Alubamn's Don Hutson,

His last catch, an 18 yarder, was
his elghth touchdown grab of the
year for an Ohie State single
season record

“The guy made some great
catches,” USC conch Ted Tollner
said of Carter.

Tomeznk, who threw those nine
pravsies Lin Carter, ndded, "He is an
exceptionnl athlete. He's got a
greal three years ahead of him.”

Carter's explanation of his big
day was that he just “wanted o
take advantage of the openings
they gave us across the middle
hecause their secondary tnkes deop
drops,”

Continued On Page 8
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With the Rose Bowl rapidly evolving into something different from that which veteran Buckeyes recall
and revere, Buckeye Sports Bulletin publisher Frank Moskowitz wanted to look back at his first Rose
Bowl for this edition of Reprint Thursday, maintaining that - like a first love - everyone recalls their first
Rose Bowl.

The date was Jan. 1, 1985, and the Buckeyes fell to USC, 20-17, but Moskowitz still enjoyed this trip.

“This was my first Rose Bowl, and I now understand what everyone says is true, The Rose Bowl truly is
the finest of all bowl games,” Moskowitz wrote in his View From 15th & High.

But while the young publisher enjoyed his experience in Pasadena, he was disappointed in the
performance of the Buckeyes, who featured such veterans as linemen Jim Lachey, Kirk Lowdermilk and
Scott Zalenski, quarterback Mike Tomczak and running back Keith Byars, as well as freshmen like
receiver Cris Carter, linebacker Chris Spielman, defensive backs Greg Rogan and William White,
linebacker Eric Kumerow and punter Tom Tupa.

“You saw the same game I saw,” Moskowitz said, “and I am not certain I can give any added insight.
The problems were there for everyone to see. In fact, Ohio State’s loss to USC was truly a team effort,
with breakdowns in virtually every facet of the game. Everyone, from coach Earle Bruce down to the
water boys, was in on this one.”

One of the few highlights in the loss for the Buckeyes was Carter, who had 172 receiving yards, which
came on nine receptions and broke a 50-year old Rose Bowl record held by Don Hutson. The 172 yards
were also an Ohio State freshman record that was broken by Jeremiah Smith in this year’s Rose Bowl.

The following stories are reprinted from the Jan. 15, 1984, issue of Buckeye Sports Bulletin.



