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Ohio State
Survives Scare
From Indiana

By ANDREW LIND
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Seaff Wlier

A win over the sinth-ranked lcam in the couniry
wouild usually be cause for celebration. But fallowing
(o Sale's 42-55 victory agalns! Indians on Nov, 21 -
which gawve the Buckeyes sole possession of first place
im the Big Ten's Easi Division = head coach Ryan Day
seemed unsalisfied.

“1 thought the dart of the game was ridiculous,” Day
said after the game. “The energy that we came out with
wiak ad goodl ax Pve seen all year, We played really, real:
Iy woell fin Wl first hall. We really dominated

*But then we gave up some big plays and let them
back into the game. We have to figure oul a way 1o close
ol gam his i the second game in 3 rew pow whore
we let o team hang sround o Jitthe bit, and we have lo
et that fixed.”

Ohio $ate's moch-malgned defense was impressne
in the first two quarters, holding Indiana to just seven
podnts and minus-6 yards rushing.

The affense also pat up 28 Ara-hall paints despite n
pair of wieharacteristic first-quarter inlereeptions from
quarterback Justin Fields, giving the Buckeyes a cone
fortable halitime lead

The final two frames were a different story, however,
The Hoosiers outscored the Buckeyes 25 14 and had the
Ball late in the fourth quarter with the chance te soore

the gamedying touchdown =
or pasaibly the game-winning
score, hil they goae for two
= im the final minute.

“I'm definitely nat pleased,”
Day said, "A lomg way from
pleased, We've got a long
ways 1o go. Hut we've only
played four games and it'z
almost  Thanksgiving. I's
bizarre. There's just so much
that has gone inbo this season
and mo much these kids have
been through. Te the average
peraan, they don’t quite ot
that part of it.

“When you're in an envi-
ronment like this and there's
mo fans and you have 1o bring
YOUr own cnergy, s just o
different dynamic. That's why
your' e secing Lo many strange
things thal have goae on this
year, I'm nol making excuses,
I'm just calling @t for what it
. We have to keep growing
and gelting better and tearn
1o adapl 1o this environment.
It seems to me, whatever the
reason s, we haveat becn
able to finish the lasi two
gamaes,”
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ON AND OFF AFTERNOON - Quarterback Justin Fields, left, accounted for 378

COURTESY OF Tt OHD STATE DEPT, OF ATHLETCS
of total offense and

three touchdowns in Ohio State's 42-35 win over Indiana but also threw three interceptions to match his

previous career total.

Quarterback Michacl Penix deserved a Jot of credit
for Indisna’s second-half comeback. as he completed
27 of 51 passes for 491 yards and five 1ouchdowns com-
parcd to just one inlerception,

[ l‘JI passing yards were the fourth most in a game

mal § with ealy lHaois" Dave Wilsen (621
yards in I‘NH'JJ Purdue’s Scatl Camphell (516 yands in
19815 and Pardue's Jim Everen (497 yards in 1985) hav-
ing a better output. Interestingly, the Buckeyes are now
40 in those gamds.

“People have their opinfens and didn't think we
belonged on the same ficld with Ohio State.” Indiana
head coach Tom Allen said after the game. “1 didnt
really agree with that, bt watil you prove it on the field,
it docsn’t really matter what | ihink.

*We're showing thai we're a good foothall feam.

We're a really good football team. I's about continuing
to show and prove an the field that we're one of the top
programs in the Big Ten, We haven’t been that in the
past for a long time, and that's eur goal. That's how we
wanl to be, and | believe we're getting closor and closer
all the timme.”

Hoashers sealor while recelver Ty Fryloghe was the
primary bencficiary of Penin's big day, catching seven
pazses for 218 yards and three toschdowns.

It was his second straight game with at beast 200
yards recciving. a first in Big Ten history. and the sec-
ond-most receiving yards ever surrendered in a single
game by the Buckeyes, trafling oaly Clemson wide
receiver Sammy Walkins, who caught 16 passoes for 227
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There is a tremendous amount of excitement surrounding Ohio State’s upcoming game with Indiana
because the usually lowly Hoosiers will be coming into Ohio Stadium as one of the top five teams in the
country, with Ohio State at No. 2. There is a feeling in the football world that this is a rarity. While that
is true, the Buckeyes and Hoosiers met as highly ranked teams as recently as 2020, when Ohio State
was ranked No. 3 and IU No. 9. For this edition of Reprint Thursday we look back at that game, played
in Ohio Stadium against the backdrop of the pandemic.

The game proved to be worthy of a top-10 matchup with the Buckeyes jumping out to a 35-7 lead early
in the third quarter before holding on for dear life and a 42-35 victory. The Hoosiers had two
possessions to try to tie the game up or even win it in the final 4:39 but were unable to close the gap.

“I thought the start of the game was ridiculous,” OSU coach Ryan Day said. “The energy that we came
out with was as good as I've seen all year. We played really, really well in the first half. We really
dominated.

“But then we gave up some big plays and let them back into the game. We have to figure out a way to
close out games. This is the second game in a row now where we let a team hang around a little bit, and
we have to get that fixed.”

Indiana was led in the game and the final surge by quarterback Michael Penix, who was 27 of 51
passing for 491 yards and five touchdowns.

Ohio State was led by Master Teague, who had 26 carries for 169 yards and a pair of scores. The final
margin of victory was provided by Shaun Wade, who returned an interception 36 yards for a touchdown
late in the third quarter to make the score 42-21.
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