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Powerful Running Game Becomes OSU Calling Card

Buckeyes March Past Washlngton State

By Mark Rea

With the exception of few new
wrinkles, it was pretty mu('h another
day at the office for Ohio State as the
Buckeyes clicked off another victory,
this one a 33-10 vunquiuhmu of Wash-
ington State Sept. 21 in Ohio Stadium,

As has become their trademark so
fur this season, the Buckeyes used a
powerful running attack and blasted
the opposing team off the line of serim-
mage time after time,

In their first two victories over Ari-
zona and Louisville, the Bucks had to-
talod 326 and 170 yards rushing,
respectively, Against the Cougars, they
piled up 321 more, giving them 816 for
the senson and an average of 272.0 per
game,

Iff Woody Hayes were still around, he
would almost certainly approve of Ohio
State's offensive attack, even though
the Bucks have improved on the old
conch's favorite axiom this year's
Buckeyes are averaging 4.8 yards and a
cloud of dust

While junior quarterback Kirk
Horbatreit's start in place of the injured
Kent Graham got most of the media at-
tontion, the stable of thoroughbreds in
the OSU backfield continued to march
nlong

Senior tailback Carlos Snow, sopho-
more tailback Butler Bynoté and senior
fullback Scottie Graham all rushed for
80 yards or more, The trio combined for
270 yards on 41 carries.

Snow ground out 97 yards on 18 car
rien, giving him 2,917 yards in his OSU
careor and pushing him past Pete
Johnson (2,308, 1973.76) into seventh
place on the school's all-time rushing
chart,

Bynoté padded his  team-leading
rushing total with 90 yards in 18 car
rien. Ho now has 327 yards for the son-
won, nearly 100 more than he had all of
last yoar.

And Graham showed the form he
had two years ngo when he gained al-
most 1,000 yards for the Buckeyes, pick
ing up B3 yards on just five carries. He
had the longest run of the day, n 66
yard bolt straight up the middle.

The Buckeyes' depth at running back
has been so great that there simply
aren't enough footballs to go around,

Sophomore fullback Jeff Cothran,
who entered the game agninst Washing
ton State averaging 9.8 yards per carry,
touched the football only once, gaining
four yards

Sophomore tailback Raymont Harris
continues to look for work., He carried
only once for three yards against the
Cougars and has just 10 earries on the
nenson,

Novertheless, the Buckeyes are still
managing to win games. They are now
3-0 for the first time in six seasons and
will have a week off before starting Big
Ten play ngainst Wisconsin Oct, 5,

The defense should welcome the
woek of rest, especially after chasing
Washington State quarterback Drow
Bledsoe and his receivers all over the
field.

An advertised, Bledsoe was never
afraid to put the ball in the air and he
did so 43 times, completing 26 of his at
tompts for 287 yards. He might have
had more attempts, but the Buckeyes'

defense got to him for nine sacks, four of

them by sophomore outside linebacker
Jason Simmons
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is currently the team leader in rushing with 327 yards and four touchdowns,

Ohio State's defense surrendered 440
total yards to Washington State, the
largest total it has given up in nearly
two years, but much of {t came between
the 20-yard lines.

The Cougars couldn’t seem to punch
the ball in the end zone, gotting only
one touchdown in the game's first 69
minutes and then having to run their
two-minute drill to tally a second in the
final minute of the game against much
of O8U"s second-team defonse.

Bledsoe outgunned Herbstreit in the
passing stats, but Herbstreit played an
oxcellent game in his first start for the

Buckeyes. He completed eight of 13
pusses for 168 yards and one touch-
down. He also added 41 yards to the

team’s rushing total,

What he added in heart was im-
measurable, especinlly on the team’s
firnt merios,

The O8U defense snuffed Washing-
ton State on three downs, but punter
Jason Hanwson blasted a 64-yarder that
pinned the Buckeyes back at their own
16.yard line.

Herbatreit bolted into the game and
the Buckeyes immediately started click-
ing. Snow broke clear off right tackle on
the first play for 13 yards and two plays
later Herbstreit comploted his first pass
attompt, hooking up with sophomore
tight end Cedric Saunders on a 20-yard
play.

Graham softened up the Cougars
defense on two more running plays be
fore Herbstreit executed a perfect play
fake, stepped to his right, stopped and
lofted n perfect pass to a streaking

Ohio State uophomorc tailback Butlor llynoté sails over the goal line for the Buckeyes' final touch.
down of the day, a score which increased an 11-point lead to 18 with only 8:20 left in the fourth
quarter, Bynoté had another excellent day in the OSU backfield, rushing 18 times for 90 yards, He

OHIO STATE vs. WASHINGTON ST.

PLAY OF THE GAMIE With 4:14 lat
A the fiest quartor, Washinglon Hlate was
driving near midfold, on (e way Lo n possible
ylng ouehdown, WHU quartarback Drow Dled
%00 Lried to hit wplit end Calvin Behexnayder on
quick out pattarn, but OBU safoty Roger Hurper made
wn interception and reeed 49 yards for a touohdown, Tha
pluy guve the Buekeyes u two-touehdown oushion sarly in
the eontest, and although there were more than three
quarters loft to play, Washington State got no oloser than
12 pointa the rest of the way

OFFENSIVE PERFORMIEIS OSU; TH Carlos Snow,
10 earrion, 07 yards, 5.4 avig, 1 TD; T Butler Byn
ourrion, DO yards, 6.0 wvg, 1 TD; FI Soottle Gra
ourrion, B9 yards, 16,0 avg,, 0 TDs; QD Kirk Herbatrelt, #
completions, 18 attampta, 160 yurds, 17D, 1 int,, 6 surries,
A1 yards, 68 avg, 0 TOs; FL Bornaed Edwards, 4
reaeptions, 93 yurds, 20,0 avg,, 1TD; TE Cedrie Saunders,
2 recaptions, 47 yards, 2.6 avig, 0 TDs, WANILINGTON
HTATE: QI Drew Dledaos, 26 complations, 45 attempts,
A7 yards, 1 TD, 1 int; BB Bhawmbe Wright-Fair, 24
ourries, 100 yurds, 4.4 wvg,, 04D, B receptions, 99 yards,
T8 wvg, 0 TDs; WI Phillip Bobo 6 recoptions, 101 yurds,
16.8 wvg., 0 TDw; TE Clarence Williams, B receptions, 62
yurds, 10.4 avg., 0 TDs,

DEFENNIVE PERFORMERS ONU: 88 Roger
Hurper, 13 tacklos, 2 for lows, 1 suck, 1 interception return
for TD; NG Greg Bmith, 10 tuckles, 1 for lows, 1 waok, 1

B Tim Walton, 10 taeklos; LI Steve

2 for loas, 1 suek, 1 intereeption return of

PAT ey for twospoint soors; CH Fostar Paulk, 8 taok!

l!l:h)‘rlm-l‘ﬂllnhln OLI John Kacherskl, 7 luhl
o8l o

p; O Tarey Hunter, !
, B8 Bingor Mobley, 2 tackles, 1

( Im- I"nml B Lokl
interception

INJUIRY IUEPORTS TE Jo T KlLs, who wulTered o knee
injury in practios befors the WHU gume, (s listed as week
to-wosk. WIL Chris Sanders suffared o knee injury in
praction and had wrthroseople surgery, He should be
sidelined wbout three weeks, QI Kent Graham
(eoneunsion, shoulder separution) should return sguinst
Wineonain, WIL Awron Payne (broken wrist) could returm in
time for the Wikeonsin gume.

NEXT OPPONKENT: The Duckeyes will take Sept, 20
off wnd then be back {n wetion Oat, B Lo open the Dig Ten
wonnon aguinst Wisoonsin, The gume s wel for 1:50 p.m. In
Ohdo Stadium, Should OSU win thut game, it would win its
Dig Ten opaner for the first Lme sines 1087
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Bernard Edwards, who had beaten his
man by five yards, Edwards went into
the end zone untouched, completing the
39.yard play, and the Buckeyes quickly
had a 7-0 lead.

When they got the ball back, the
Bucks stayed with their ground attack,
Mixing straight off-tackle plays and
sweeps in with Herbstreit's expertise at
the option, OSU moved to near midfield
but was forced to punt,

Bledsoe started passing to get the
Cougars back downfleld and completed
one to tight end Clarence Williams for
18 yards. But when the Cougar quarter-
back tried to get some quick yardage on
u quick out pattern to split end Calvin
Schexnayder, the Buckeye defense
made him pay.

Sophomore strong safety Roger Har-
per stepped in front of Bchexnayder, in-
torcopted the pass and raced 42 yards
for the touchdown. Harper's theft and
run was the first OSU interception
return of a touchdown since David
Brown ran one back 43 yards in the
1980 Wisconsin game, and it put the
Buckeyes ahead 14-0,

The interception return was only
part of a big game played by Harper. He
collocted a career-high 12 tackles, in-
cluding two for loss and one sack. He is
now third on the team in tackles with
22, trailing only cornerback Bryan Cook
(24) and inside linebacker Steve Tovar
(23).

The Cougars got into scoring position
twice in the second quarter, but lHunmm

a normally reliable kicker with close
to 60.yard range - missed two at-
tempts, one from 47 yards and the other
from 33 yards out.

As o result, the Buckeyes protected a
1440 load at halftime.

They made it 21-0 almost immediate-
ly as the third quarter began, scoring on
the period's opening possession. This
81-yard series belonged almost exclu-

sively to Snow, who carried the ball on

eight of the series’ nine plays.

The only pass of the march was a 27-
yarder from Herbstreit to Saunders that
got the Buckeyes into Washington State
torritory. Snow took them in from there,
carrying on the next six plays in a row,
then topping it off with a four-yard
burst for the touchdown,

Hanson finally got untracked in the
third quarter, booting field goals of 52
and 44 yards. The 52-yarder allowed
him to set n new NCAA record for most
careor field goals of 50 yards or longer,
He now has 17, breaking the old record
held by Tony Franklin of Texas A&M
(1975.78).

Both three-pointers also allowed
Hanson to pad his other NCAA record of
most career field goals of 40 yards or
longer. He now has 34, three more than
previous record-holder Russell Erxleben
of Texan (1975.78),

08U place-kicker Tim Williams, who
reportedly idolizes Hanson to a certain
oxtent, got one of those three-pointers
back late iri the third period on a 27-
yard kick, giving the Buckeyes n 246
lead,

Bledsoe rallied the Cougars briefly
late in the third quarter, engineering an
oight-play drive that spilled over into
the fourth quarter. It was an unusual
drive for Washington State in that it
gained most of it yardage on the
ground, Tailback Shaumbe Wright-Fair
had two runs of 10 yards or more on the
drive, and Bledsoe himself scrambled
for 15 yards on another play.

Senior running back Rodney Scott
got the touchdown honors on a one-yard

run, pulling the Cougars within 11
points at 24-13,

But the Buckeyes responded with an-
other well executod drive behind
Herbstroit. Again, OSU kept the ball on
the ground almost exclusively, grinding
out 67 yards but taking 13 plays and
chewing up nearly five and a half
minutes to do so.

The biggest play in the drive, how-
over, was on a pass. On third and five at
the Washington State 30, Herbatreit
missed connecting with bplit end Brian
Stablein, but Stablein was interfered
with by a Cougar defender, giving the
Buckeyes a first down.

Seven running plays later, Bynoté
vaulted over the goal line from the one,
giving the Buckeyos a 31-13 advantage
with 8:20 left in the game.

~ Washington State had the ball two
more times, Its next-to-last possession
onded on downs when OSU free safoty
Chico Nelson broke up a fourth-down
pass, but its final series resulted in a
touchdown when Bledsoe found Schnex-
nayder in the corner of the end zone for
a nine-yard touchdown toss,

Dospite the fact they were down 12
points with only eight seconds to go in
the game, the Cougars opted for the
two-point conversion try. Bledsoe was
prossured and tried to get his pass
away, but Tovar stepped in front of the
ball and raced 96 yards with the inter-
coption for the two-point score, account-
ing for the final 33-19 count.

Tovar's two-point score was the first
for the Buckeyes since tlie rule came
inta effect last season, but was the sec-
ond such play in as many weeks involv.
ing Ohio State.

Louisville  defensive back Ray
Buchanan raced 80 yards with a
blocked extra point kick attempt Sept.
14 against the Eugkayo-.

L Game Noten

Hanson’s field goal that traveled 52
yards tied for the fourth longest in his-
tory against the Buckeyes and the
longest since Michigan's Mike Gillette
hit n 66-yarder against OSU in 1088,

Steve Goldberg of Minnesota booted
a b2-yarder in 1974 against the Bucks,
and Mike Rendina of Florida State

equaled that in 1981,

The longest field goal ever against
the Bucks was a 63-yarder by Michigan
State’s Morten Andersen in 1981, That
atill stands ns the longest field goal in
Big Ten history as well.

WHEN ][%,RBSTREIT rushed for

41 yards, it was the best effort by an
08U quarterback since John Cooper
has been head coach of the Buckeyes.

It is believed to be the best rushing
total for an Ohfv State quarterback
since Art Schlichter ran for 70 yards in
the 1978 Gator Bow] against Clemson,

FRIDAY NIGHT PACKAGE
$66,00 Per room/ plus tax

* Discounted coupons er

Includes:
Madeline's Lounge

« Complimentary dessert coupons
in Madeline's Restaurant

« 2 Complimentary Continental
Brealkfasts Sat, morning

Includes:

HAIL, HAIL THE GANG'S ALL HERE!
at The Quality Hotel

For reservations call 614-221-3281

Stay with us and indulge yourself with a great
weekend
of football, food and fun!

FRIDAY AND SATURDAY NIGHT PACKAGE
$106.°° Per room/ plus tax

* 'rd. and Sat. discounted coupons for Madeline's Rcumumnl"

¢ 2 Complimentary Continental Breakfasts on Sat. Morning
« $1.00 off our Sunday Brunch when you show your OSU game tcket stub

Start Your Tailgate Party Off With Our Chicken Bucket
Specials!

8 And 15 Piece Chicken Buckets May Be Ordered Upon
Check in.

City Centre

176 E. Town St,
Columbus, Ohlo 43215

or toll-free

800-228-6151

SATURDAY NIGHT PACKAGE
866, 00 Per room/ plus tax

* Discounted coupons for "

Includes:
Madeline's Lounge

« Complimentary dessert coupons
in Madeline's Restaurant

« $1,00 off our Sunday Brunch
when you show your OSU game
ticket stub

Look what’s joined the UUIKRETEOIine-up!

VINYL CONCRETE PATCHER

old concrete.

Doachwold Hardware
Bullders Squase Locatlons
Cartor Lumber Locatlons

Columbus Coal & Lime
Dealors Lumber
Emerson Lurmber

Fifth Avenue Lumber
Grave Clty Lurrber
Hilop Hardware

THE QUIKRETE® COMPANIES: Northern Regional Offices ® 6225 Huntley Road @ 885-4406

An all-purpose,
additives. Ideal for any masonry repair = inside or out
Bullt<in bonding power permits feather-edging even to

Meet others in the QUIKRETE" line-up:

Coneraie Mix Quickselling Cemeni

Morai Mix Hydraulic Walersiop

Sand Mix Anchoring Gement

Quikwall Masonry Coaling

Biackiop Paten Acrylic Concrate SealerNEW!
Playsand 20 b, Vinyl Concrate Paichar-MEW!
Tube Sand Class Bloek Monar MixNEW!
Tralle Top All Purpose GravelNEW!

Tile Producis Conerate and Asphall Clennar

Patehing Plasier

Buy QUIKRETE" products at one of these dealers:

Calumbus Bullders Supply (Columbus)
Columbus Bulkiers Supply (Plain Clty)

easy-to-use concrete mix that needs no

Gray Congrele Crack SenlNEW

Kingswood Lumber

Linden Hardware

Linworth Lumber

Obetz Hardware & Bullders Supply
Foush Hardware (Dublin)

Aoush Hardware (Westarville)
Sandusky Bulkders Supply
Behrelner Plumbing & Hardware
Stralt & Lamp Lurber
Sutheriand Home Centers
Zottlor Hardware Locations
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Sophomore Safety Takes Interception Back 42 Yards

Harper EnJoys First Collegiate Touchdown

()luo State strong safety Rouor Hnrpcr (24) outsprints Washing-
ton State’s Calvin Schexnayder (6) to the goal line on his way to
a 42-yard interception return for a touchdown, The play gave
the Buckeyes a 14-0 lead and they went on to post a 33-19 win,

OTC Travel
889-9625

Outside Columbus, call 800-221-6643

Bengals or Browns Super Bowl
Weekend Packages Packngcs & Tickets Available
Tickets & Hotel Call For Details

Royal Caribbean Cruise
50% Off Second Passenger
Now Through Dec. 14, 1991

Bahamas Princess
Resort & Cdsino

Golf & Dive Packages
3,4 & 7 Nights from $299

For All Your Travel Needs

Never a Charge for Our Services

Orlando

Golf Package

| Air, Hotel & Golf
“ From $403
Sl

Call for details (some restrictions apply)

By Mike Wachsman

Roger Harper knew he would score
touchdowns for the Ohio State Buck-
oyos, but he didn't know it would be like
this,

The sophomore strong  safety
returned an interception 42 yards for a
score ns Ohio State defeated Washing-
ton State 33-19 in Ohio Stadium Sept,
21,

Harper came to the Buckeyes as an
all-state wide receiver from nearhy Co-
lumbus Independence High School with
dreams of eatching touchdown passes.

But now that he has been on defense
for two seasons, he says he likes it bet-
ter,

“At first it was tough to switch to
defense,” he said. “I figured I wouldn't
be scoring as many touchdowns, But I
decided I'd score some kind of way.

“It doesn’t matter. I'll score any way
I can. Since I've gotten adjusted to the
{:ouition, I'like it & lot. I'd rather do the

itting than be hit.”

And hit Harper does.

He has already put some big sticks
on people this season, and he led the
Buckeyes in tackles against Washing-
ton State, posting 12, He had two tack-
los for loss and a sack to go along with
his interception, which was a result of
tight man-to-man coverage.

The sight of Harper, or any OSU

. defensive back for that matter, playing

man-to-man defense on pass coverage
has been a pleasant one for Buckeye
fans this year.

“He (Washington State quarterback
Drow Bledsoe) didn’t see me,” Harper
said, “It's basically a cover three, and I
have the flat, I don't know what the
receiver did. I just broke on the ball and
was in an attacking mode.”

Bledsoe tried to hit split end Calvin
Schexnayder in the flat on a quick out
pattern. But since Harper was playing
so close to Schexnayder, he reacted to
the ball before the Cougars receiver did.
He simply stepped in front of Schex-
nayder to eatch the ball and then out-
raced him all the way to the end zone.

Secondary coach Larry Coyer said he
knew once the ball was in Harper's
hands, it was six points.

“I expocted Roger to take it back.
That's the honest truth,” Coyer said.
“He's intercepted eight or nine passes in
practice the last couple weeks and every
time he intercepts in practice, he takes
it all the way. That's what he did
today.”

Even Harper said taking it back all
the way is something that comes with
practice, wso it wasn't entirely un-
oxpoctod,

“You can nsk anybody on the team,”
he said, “In practice, when I get an in-
terception, I'm practicing taking it back.
I got a good jump on the ball and got my
hands on it and ran it in. Scoring was a
groat feeling.

“I'looked back once and saw someone
trying to get me, but I took it in
anyway. They would have gotten on me
if' I wouldn’t have scored.”

08U  defensive coordinator Bill
Young said he thought the interception
roturn, the Buckeyes' first since David
Brown ran one back 43 yards against
Wisconsin in 1989, was a turning point
onrly in the game.

“We've talked about causing more
turnovers, getting more interceptions,

and we've been trying to do that”
Young said. “Roger’s interception, at
that point in the game, was a big one
for us because it put us up by 14 points
oarly,

“When you're ahead by only one
touchdown, you still have to be a little
cautious. But it gives you more brea-
thing room when you're two touchdowns
ahead. I don’t think they ever got closer
the rest of the day.”

Blodsoe threw for 287 yards and the
Cougars offense racked up 449 total
yards of offense. However, Harper says
those statistics are misleading and
more attention should be paid to the
seore,

“(The win) gives us a good feeling
going into the Big Ten,” he said. “A
team like them, to come in and pass on
us, but not really score on us (on a pass)
until late in the game, that's a good
wign. The yardage figure is something
we can grow on. But the big thing is
we're 3.0,

Harpor said he knew that Bledsoe
would be a good test for the OSU
secondary, but he didn’t realize how
good the Washington State passer was
until the game was played.

“He's a really good quarterback,”
Harpor said, “It surprised me that he's
only a sophomore. 1 give him a lot of
credit, He scrambled well for a big guy
and he was hard to take down. A lot of
us missed him when he was running
the ball. That's the sign of a good
quarterback.”

Harper savors games like this one,
where 43 passes are hurled into the air
by OSU opposition.

“It gives us more opportunities to in-
tercept,” he said. “Interceptions make
good players.”

If that is an indication, the Buckeyes
have plenty of good players on defense,
Harper's interception was the team’s
fifth in three games.

OSU actually had two more against
Bledsoe. Foster Paulk had one near the
end of the first half, but the referees
ruled Bledsoe was already in the grasp
of Buckeye defenders and whistled the
E dead, And Steve Tovar ran one

uck 96 yards at the end of the game for
a two-point score. However, that one
doesn’t count on the official stats be-
cnuse it happened on a point-after-
touchdown play.

The Buckeye secondary did a decent
Jjob at limiting the big play, something
Washington State has been able to hit
on occasion this season.

Of Bledsoo's 26 completions, only
three were more than 20 yards, and two
of them were short passes that were
turned into big gaine by the receivers.

Hparper, at 6.4 and 224 pounds, has
been touted as one of the up-and-coming
defonsive backs in college football,

He's even been talked about as a can-
didate for the Jim Thorpe Award —
symbolic of the country’s top defensive
back — but with his inexperience at the
position, he's not sure why,

“I don't know why that is,” Harper
said, “I had a pretty decent spring.
Somebody muast have confidence in my
ability to mention me in any awards,

“Maybe it's because of my size and
speed. A lot of people like that combina-
tion, I don’t care if I win individual
awards, as long as we win games as a
team.”



Originally Published: Oct. 5, 1991

Buckeye Sports Bulletin

Tovar Says Yardage
Figure Meaningless

By Mark Rea

Steve Tovar looked over the stat
sheet from Ohio State's 33-19 victory
over Washington State Sept, 21 and his
oyebrows raised a bit when he saw how
many yards the Buckeyes' defense had
surrendered,

But he finally shrugged off the fact
that the Cougars had been able to pile
up 449 total yards against the Buck-
oyen, the team'’s largest chunk of real
ontate allowed since Illinois had 450 in
u 34.14 victory over OSU in 1989,

“I think that's a little misleading,”
Tovar said of the Cougars’ total yardage
figure. “We wanted to overplay the pass
because that's what was going to kill us,
So they threw a lot. of soft stuff un-
derneath, stuff that was going to get
them some yards, but nothing that was
going to get them any points,

“Look at the final score, They really
only got one meaningful touchdown,
since their whole last drive was against
our second-team defense and there
wasn't any doubt as to who was going to
win,

“Sure, we gave up some yardage and
wo don’t particularly like that, but the
most important thing was we came, out
with a win, We'll think about the yards
we gave up at the end of the year, but
right now we're just happy with the
win/”

Denpite the fact some statistics made
it appear ns though the Buckeyes'
defense had a bad game, others told a
different atory.

Washington State entered the game
with the reputation of having a wide-
open pass attack. And while sophomore
quarterback Drew Bledsoe managed to
complete 26 of 43 passes for 287 yards,
many of the completions were for short
yardage. In fact, the average complotion
wont for just over 11 yards, and Bledsoe
completed five passes which went for
five yards or less, including one which
lost three yards,

The Buckeyes put heavy pressure on
the WSU quarterback all day, sacking
him nine times — four by sophomore
outside linebacker Jason Simmons —
and hurrying his delivery on countless
other occasions,

In nddition, the defense caused Blod.
soe to commit a pair of costly turnovers,
n fumble that snuffed a Washington
State drive at the OSU eight-yard line
and an interception that sophomore
safoty Roger Harper returned 42 yards
for the Buckeyes' second touchdown,

08U actually had two interceptions
in the game, Tovar had the other one
following Washington State’s final
touchdown. When the Cougars tried for
a two-point conversion, Tovar stepped
in front of a Bledsoe pass and returned
it 96 yards for a two-point score,

The interception did not count on the
official stats, however, because it came
on a point-after-touchdown.play.

“We gave up some yards, but let me

CALL THE
BSB HOTLINE
(900) 896-0666

tell you, they've got a pretty good of-
fense, and their quarterback did a
pretty good job of running it,” said OSU
defensive coordinator Bill Young.

“Wo tried to put a lot of guys in his
face today and we got to him a couple of
times, But they tried to keep us honest
with their short passes and they did.
And while it looks like we gave up a
bunch of yardage — and we did — |
didn’t think we played too badly today.

“We made some mistakes on
coverages and things like that. But for
the most part, I was happy with what I
saw, Hey, we're 8.0 for the first time
since we've been here, and I'm not going
to find fault with that.”

Tovar echoed the sentiments of
Young on the team's record, but also
said he was looking forward to entering
the Big Ten wars in two weeks.

“It's great to be 38-0," he said. “I
haven't been off to a 3-0 start since high
school, I think our summer conditioning
and the hard camp we had in the
preseason is paying off right now.

“But I'm ready for the Big Ten where
they try and run you over, I like that a
lot better than having to chase these
little, quick guys around. I'm waiting
for the Big Ten.

“A lot of teams have been passing on
us more, but I think when we get to the
Big Ten, besides maybe Illinois, a lot
more teams will try to run it down our
throats, That's the kind of style of foot-
ball we’re used to, and I think that's the
kind we're ready for, Our secondary has
really been tested, but when you get in
the Big Ten, you have to be able to run
the ball.”

There might be a reason why Tovar
would rather have teams try to run the
ball against his defense. Arizona, Louis-
ville and Washington State have tested
the Buckeyes 112 times through the air,
gaining 730 yards or an average of 6.6
yards per attempt.

On the ground, OSU has sur-
rendered only 302 yards on 110 rushes,
an average of 2.7 yards per attempt,

“We figured that teams would try to
tost our secondary early because we
have some young kids back there,” said
08U secondary conch Larry Coyer. “But
I think our young players have played
well, We've given up some yardage, but
we haven't given up any real big plays,
and that's what we're trying to avoid.”

Young agreed.

“With our experience up front and in
our linebackers, it only stands to reason
that teams were going to try and test us
in the secondary,” he said, “We've given
up some yards the last two weeks, but I
think we've grown up a lot back there,

“Wa've got some guys back there who
have gotten some playing time and
know what it's like to play college foot-
ball. We've made some big plays back
there, like Roger's interception today,
and I think we’ll make more like that,”

When a reporter asked Tovar if he
believed the Buckeyes' defense had the
potential to be a dominant unit, he ans-
wered diplomatically.

“I think this team has the potential
to win a lot of games,” he said. “I'm not
going to say wa're going to be dominant
on defense or dominant on offense.
We're just going to win a lot of games,
Everyone’s heart is into this, and that is
simply what we're going to do.”
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Ohio State inside linebacker Steve Tovar takes in some water
and some direction from OSU linebackers coach Fred Pagac,
Also pictured are OSU assistant Bob Palcic and head coach
John Cooper,
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Buckeyes 33, Cougars 19

WASHINGTON ST, 0 0 6 13 19
OHIO STATE 14 0 10 9 33
0OSU — Edwards, 39 pass from Herbstreit (T.Williams kick) 11:42
OSU — Harper, 42 interception return (T.Williams kick) 4:14
O8U — Snow, 4 run (T, Williams kick) 10:57
WSU — Hanson, 52 field goal 8:62
WSU — Hanson, 44 field goal 3:22
OSU — T.Williams, 27 field goal 1:44
WSU — Scott, 1 run (Hanson kick) 13:61
OSU — Bynoté, 1 run (T, Williams kick) 8:20
WSU — Schexnayder, 9 pass from Bledsoe (Pass failed) 0:08
OSU = Tovar, 96 return of two-point conversion attempt 0:08
Att, — 92,687
Wwsu 0OsU
First Downs 28 24
Rushing 13 15
Passing 14 8
Penalty 1 1
Rushes-Yards 47-162 62-321
Passing Yards 287 168
Passes 43-26-1 13-8-1
Plays 90 66
Total Net Yards 449 479
Third Down Efficiency 4-156 3-10
Punts 1-54,0 3-37.0
Fumbles-Lost \ 11 1.0
Penalties 10-64 6-46
Time Of Possession 33:26 26:36

Individual Statistios

RUSHING (Att.-Net Yda,) — WSU: Wright-Fair 24-106; Carr 4-81; Bledsoe 18-24; Scott 1.1,
08U Bnow 18.97;, Bgnoté 18-00; 8.Graham 6-89; Herbatreit 6-41; Cothran 1.4; Harria 1.9; Loo
1-2; Pickenns 1-1; Houston 1.0,

PASSING (Att.-Comp.Int.«Ydn,-TD) == WSU: Blodsoe 43.26-1-287-1, OSU: Herbatreit 13-8«
1:168-1; Pickens 1-0-0-0-0,

RECEIVING (Rec.Yda.) = WSU: Bobo 6-101; Willinma 6-62; Wright-Fair 6-39; Schexnay der
4-30; Cushing 8-20; Davis 2.84; DeLaCruz 111, OSU; Edwards 4-93; Saunders 2-47; Stablein
218,

PUNTING (No.~Avg.-1g,) == WSU: Hanson 1-64.0-64, OSU: T.Williama 3-37.0-41,

PUNT RETURNS (No-Avg.-Lg.) ~ W8U: None, OSU: Stablein 1-(-1,0)«(-1),

KICKOFF RETURNS (No.-Avg.-Lg.) = WSU: Prior 3-26,3-37; Pointer 1-27,0-27, O8U; Lee '

3-19.3-27; Bynote 1-8,0-8,

DEFENSIVE FUMBLES RECOVERED BY — WSU: None, O8U; G.8mith,

INTERCEPTIONS — W8U: Mobley. OSU: Harper,

TACKLES FOR LOSS — WSU: Bush, O8U: Simmonas (4), Harper (2), Tovar (2), Kacheraki
(2), G.8mith, M, Williams, Foster,

TACKLES (Solo-Anst-Tot,) — WSU: Rushing 12-7-19; Bush 6-6-11; Hunter 4-4-8; Frank 2-
6-8; McClannhan 2-6-7; Prior 2-2-4; Salter 2-2-4; Wright 2-1.3; Westerfield 1-2-9; Ashworth 2-
0-2; Hall 2:0-2; Mobley 1-1-2; Folkers 1-1-2; Patterson 1-1-2; Hamilton 0-2-2; Whitmire 0-2-2;
Tenm 1-0-1; Loertucher 0-1-1; Childs 0-1-1; Thompson 0-1.1; Reyna 0-1-1; Shaw 0-1-1, O8U:
Harper 8-4-12; Walton 6-4-10; G.8mith 4-6:10; Paulk 7-1.8; Tovar 4-4-8; Frimel 4-4-8;
Knchoraki 4-8.7; Simmona 6-0-6; M, Williara 6.0-5; Cook 1-3-4; Nelson 8-0-3; Patillo 1-2-3; Paul
1:1:2; Herman 1-1-2; B.Johnson 1-0-1; Taylor 1:0-1; Kerner 1-0-1; Bonhaus 1-0-1; Foster 1.0+
1; Long 1:0-1; Gurd 0-1-1; Spellman 0-1-1; Winrow 0-1.1,

Players In The Game

WASHINGTON STATE — Hall, Frank, Oladipo, Westerfield, T.Shaw, Patterson, Bush,
Plummer, McClanahan, Folkers, Loertacher, Childs, Hunter, Geathers, Prior, Mobley,
Rushing, Hamilton, Wright, Salter, Hanson, Schexnayder, DelaCruz, Olobia, Garman,
Dunning, Tobeck, Wolfe, Pimiskern, Euckor, C.Willinms, Cushing, Bobo, Pointer, Bledsoe,
Wright-Fair, Carr, Scott, Davis, Borden, Reyna, Whitmire, Thompson, Ashworth, McCloskey,
Smith, Magnuson, Sparks,

OHIO STATE - 8tablein, Galloway, Lee, Kline, Dully, Hartman, Bean, Long, Monnot, Rod
Smith, Winrow, Shoaf, Saunders, Lutz, Metzgoer, Edwards, DeGraffenreid, Beatty, Horbatreit
Pickens, 8.Graham, Cothran, Houston, D.Brown, Snow, Bynoté, Harrls, T.Williams,
M.Williams, Gurd, Spellman, Foster, G.8mith, Beckman, Frimel, R.Brown, Bonhaus,
Kncherski, Simmons, Herman, Lease, Tovar, B.Johnson, Cook, Walton, Paulk, Kerner, Taylor,
Harper, Paul, Nelson, Patillo,
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RUSHING ATT GAIN LOST NET AVG TD LG orr osu
Butler By'not's 62 34} 16 27 53 4 87 FIRSTDOWNS 6 64
Carlos Snow k d 174 g .41 4.6 2 19 Rushing 25 4
Joll Cothran I8 170 170 9.4 B | Pasning » i
Seottie Graham 12 100 9 91 1.6 0 63 Ponalty 4 1
Raymont Harris 10 ay k) 40 4.0 0 #  AVERAGE PER GAME/RUSH 1007 272.0
Kirk Herbstreit 9 a3 9 M A8 0 20 AVERAGEPER GAMIUPASS 2433 141.0
Dante Lee 2 9 0 P 48 0 7 AVERAGE PER PLAY/PASS 65 9.0
William Houston Al 3 0 3 10 2 3 TOTAL OFFENSE 1032 1239
Toe Piokens | | 0 I 1.0 0 I 222 216
Deron Brown 1 0 1 1 10 0 . 344.0 413.0
Kent Graham 4 12 al 29 <2l 1 L] or 46 3.7
OSU Totals 169 808 82 816 4.8 10 65 PENALTIES-YARDS 19:12629-225
OPP Totals 10 43 132 02 .37 3 Offense 16:9812-103
Dofense 3:28 11.70
Special Teamn 00 6-52
FUMBLES-LOST 63 74
PASSING ATT COMP INT YARDS PCT TD LG THRDDOWNEFFICIENCY  13.41 22.42
Kent Graham 33 19 2 265 576 0 26 Percentage AT 524
Kirk Herbstrolt 13 L) | 158 615 I 39 FOURTH DOWN EFFICIENCY 4.7 33
Joe Pickens 1 0 0 0 .000 0 0 Percentago 71 1.000
OSU Totals 7 27 1 23 S | 19 SACKS AGAINST 15-82 525
OPP Torals 12 a3 J 710 563 a 48 TIMEOF POSSESSION #4:20 95:40
Avorago Per Game 28:07 31153
RECEIVING NO YARDS AVG TD LG SCORING TD EPK EPP EPR  FG PTS
Bemard Edwards 10 175 17,5 1 39 Dutler By'not'e 4 . .
Drian Stablein L) 119 149 0 26  Tim Williams 112 3 2
Cedric Saunders 2 47 235 0 27 William Houston 2 . o 8
Dante Lee 2 3 1685 0 24 Carlos Snow 2 . . . - 12
Jolf Bllin 2 20 100 0 14 Roger Harper | . (]
Tutler By'not'e 2 4 70 0 8 Kent Graham | 6
Allen DeGraffenreid I 1§ 180 0, 13 Jolt Cothran | 0
OSU Totals 27 425 157 1 39 Pemard BEdwards | . - 6
OPP Tolals al 750 116 4 48 Sweve Tovar (del, extra point interception return) 2
OSU Totals 12111 . S DR
OPP Totals 6 45 04 24 48
PUNTING NO YARDS AVG TB 120 BK LG * includes defonsive oxtra point block kick return(80 yds)
Tim Williams 12 433 36,1 1 3 0 4%
OSU Totals 12 a6l I 3 04
OPP Toals 10 400 400 I J 0 54 FG DISTANCE 0:29 30-39 404950+ TOTAL
Tim Williams 22 13 0sd o« 3.5
0OSU Totals 22 12 0 33
SCORE DY QUARTERS orP Towls . 01 =2 It 4
1 1 bl 4 TOTAL AVG
Opponent 7 0 13 28 a8 160
Ohlo State &l 40 AT 88 94 313 FIELD GOAL DISTANCE (3.5, ,600)
Thm Williama (3.5, .600) AZ 264; LV 32-, 364 WS 47,
2
1991 OHIO STATE RESULTS (3.0, BT 0.0) INTERCEPTIONS NO YARDS AVG TD LG
Rogor Harper | 42 420 | 42
HOSU 38 Arizonn 14+ 92,743 Chieo Nelson 1 22 220 0 22
HOSU 23 Louisville 15+ 91,734 Bryan Cook | 16 160 0 16
HOSU 33 Washington State 194 92,687 John Kacherskl 1 3 30 0 ¥
Foster Paulk 1 9. 98 -0 9
Oot, § WISCONSIN OSU Totals 5 4 166 | 42
Oot, 12 At llinols OPP Totals 1 0 33 0N
Oct, 19 Va, Northwestem in Cleveland, OH
Oct, 26 MICHIGAN STATE
Nov, 2 TI0WA KICKOFF RETURNS NO YARDS AVG TD LG
Nov, 9 Al Minnesoln Dante Lae 6 128 313 0 31
Nov. 16 INDIANA Carlos Snow 2 3 oIss 0 20
Nov, 23 Al Michigan Butler By'not'e 1 B 80 0 @&
OS5V Totals 9 178 194 0 3]
OPP Totals 16 58 124 0 47

BRI

DEFENSE SOLO  AST TOT TAC-LOSS QBI.SACK Py e R TDS DK
Bryan Cook 13 I 24 2:12 1-3 . | . .
Steve Tovar (1) 10 13 2) 29 149 | | .
Roger Harper 16 6 22 30 11 I .
Clreg Smith 7 12 19 2:16 2:16 . I
Rich Frimel 12 4 16 11 | .
Judah Herman 1 9 16 L

Alonzo Spellman 1 6 1 4:24 2:16 |

Jason Simmons 11 2 13 6.29 5.23 1
John Kacherski 9 3 12 415 2:11 2

Brent Johnson 1 § 12 1.2 .
* Poster Paulk 10 2 12 .

Tim Walton 0 5 3 . .

Chico Nelson 9 2 1 . . 2

Mark Williams 1 2 9 2.3 1-2 . I
Tito Paul 5 2 ¥ ' . .

Maurlon Kerner 3 3 6 . 2

Derrick Poster b} 2 5 I+l .

Tim Patillo 2 ) 5 . .

Tom Lease 0 4 a . .

Matt Bonhaus 2 1 3 . .

Jim Borehers 0 3 3 . .

Andy Gurd 1 2 3 141 .

Walter Taylor 2 0 2 . |

Jason Winrow 0 1 I .

Paul Long 1 0 1

Jon Berger 0 I I
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