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Bucks Will Not Be One-Dimensional

By Jim Wharton
Most people probably feel they
can throw away their 3D gl

Offense -

when it comes time to watch the
Ohio State football team in 1985,
Considering the athletic ability
and proven performance of Keith
Byars, the team will certainly have
a one-dimensional offense, right?

But Ohio State coach Earle
Bruce puts a quick stop to anyone
talking that way.

“We are a tailback-oriented team
with Keith Byars,” says Bruce.
“Keith is the finest football player [
have ever coached. But we are not
one-dimensional, though, because
we'll have good passing and
excellent receiving., With ' this
versatility, we should be able to
move the ball consistently.”

There you have it. Right from the
director of the production,

Should teams spend eight days a
week trying to stop Byars, they're
woing to be surprised by some other
tricks Bruce has up his sleeves.

But to talk about the offense of
the 1985 Ohio State football team,
you have to start with Byars. A
consensus  All-American after
rushing for 1,764 yards and
scoring 22 touchdowns last year,
the 6-2, 236-pound ram-charger out
of Dayton Roth High School will
obviously be the object of
everybody's attention this fall.
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“We've got twofine tailbacks,”
said Bruce, trying to downplay
Byara to some degree. “One
outstanding one in Keith Byars,
Last year, in the first six ball
games, we kept his record of
breaking tackles and alluding
tackles. It's almost amazing what
he did with the football.

“And he dan.catch the ball
extrumely well hecﬂu;e he's got big
hands.”

Byars, who -duz:led ah Ohio
Stadium_crowd with a school-
récord ‘274 yards rushing in 39
attempts againat Hlinois last
season, also topped the team in
recnptmns last season with 42,

“Keith,” said Bruce, raising his
voice, "“can do about anything with
the football.”

But, besides Byars, there's other
arens to cover — some in need of
more attention than others.

Five offensive starters from last
year's Big Ten championship
squad and Rose Bowl representa-
tive are gone.

“In scoring offense,” said Bruce,
“we've averaged over 30 points a
game and probably ranked in the
top 10 or 12 nationally in total
offense. We've been great in

By Jim Wharton

Ohio State football coach Earle
Bruce, in addressing the media
prior to the start of the 1985 season,
sounded — and looked, and acted
— like a veteran barrister pleading
his case to the highest court.

“For the first time since I've been
here,” snid Bruce, pounding his fist
on the dais, “we're going to have n
very, very sound defensive football
team.”

Now that's quite a statement

when you consider the defensive*

problems Buckeye teams have had
over the past several years. In fact,
should Bruce's statement run true
11 weeks or so down the road, it
would be a big turnaround from
even 1984,

In slipping into the Big Ten title
seat, the Buckeyes had their woes
defensively. In nine league
contests, OSU ranked fourth in
rushing defense, allowing 141.3
vards per outing. The Bucks were
sixth in passing defense, giving up
189.3 yards a game. Those figures
added up to a fifth-place standing
in total defense, where Ohio State
allowed the opposition 330.7 yards
a contest,

As for giving up points, the
Buckeyes stood sixth in the league,
allowing 18.4 points per game.

“When it comes to our defense,”
said Bruce, who embarks on his
seventh season at OSU when the
Buckeyes host Pitt at 8 p.m. Sept.
14, “we haven't dominated the
statistics in the Big Ten. That's
something you're going to have to

rushing offense but we haven't
been tops in passing. But we have
been very effective in our passing
game."”

Pulling the trigger on the
passing gun will be junior
quarterback Jim Karsatos. After
two years as a capable understudy
to Mike Tomezak, Karsatos, out of
Fullerton, Calif,, was handed the
gun and told to start aiming.

Karsatos, a 63, 2l4-pounder,
was the starting quarterback in
the firat two games last year while
Tomczak, who made the roster of
the Chicago Bears as a rookie this
year, was recovering from knee
surgery.

“Every team in our league has its
quarterback coming back with the
exception of Ohio State,” said
Bruce. "We've got a quarterback
coming back who has atarted three
games (the 1982 Michigan State
game being the other start) and
won three games. Jim Karsatos is
not a freshman quarterback and
he's not a sophomore quarterback.
He is an experienced quarterback
that can throw the football.

“I think he's the best throwing
quarterback that I've seen since
I've been here,

“He can do what he has te do,”
continued Bruce. “He's worked

Continued On Page 16

Earle Bruce

Defense

do if you're going to have a very
successful football team.”

Ohio State must find four new
starters on defense. Bruce and
defensive coordinator Gary
Blackney have switched to a 2.5
scheme, using three stand-up
linebackers, two outside lineback-
ers and two down linemen. In the
new scheme, the middle
linebacker plays one yard off the
line of scrimmage, thus
incorporating some features of the
middle guard play.

“I look at our defense and I look

Jim Karsatos, shown here
getting in some practice
tosses, will be at the controls
of the Ohio State football
team this season,

Bruce Plays Publw Defender

at the defensive secondary, which
had three freshmen and a
sophomore in it last year. They
look like they're seasoned and
they're ready.”

That defensive secondary, which
gave up 14 touchdown passes in
league play and 16 overall, returns
intact. [‘ho sophomore Bruce
alluded to is"Sonny Gordon, now a
junior. The three freshmen-turned-
sophomores are William White,
Greg Rogan and Terry White.

Gordon, out of Middletown
(Ohio) High School and Terry
White, from Cambridge, Ohio,
shared the team lead in
interceptions last year with four
each while White was fourth on the
squad in tackles with 71, William
White, a graduate of Lima (Ohio)
Senior, started all 12 games as a
freshman and led the defense in
minutes played with 333.56. Rogan,
a product of Urbana (Ohio) High
School, moved into the starting
lineup in the second game of the
year and saw action in all 12
games, making 59 tackles,
intercepting one pass and batting
down three others.

Steve Hill, a junior cornerback
out of Ft. Walton Beach, Fla.,
started three games last year and
was expected to see considerable
playing time. But Hill, who missed
spring practice because he was
playing on the Buckeye baseball
team, went down with a shoulder
injury the first day of practice.

“They've taken to doing some

Continued On Page 7
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‘Great Hands’ Help Lanese Attam Success

By Cralg James
“Mike Larlm doesn't have all

the speed you might need,”:

Buckeye coach Earle Bruce was
saying about his flanker, “but he
can run fast enough. And he has
great hands.

“I'll remember Mike Lanese for
ever and ever and ever for that one
catch in the (1984) Michigan
game,”

The reception came when Ohio
State was faced with a third-and-12
situation during the fourth
quarter. Lanese dove and twisted
for a pass from quarterback Mike
Tomezak and grabbed it in double
coverage. The catch kept an
important scoring drive alive as
the Buckeyes played for and won
the Big Ten championship.

Lanese might have dreamed
about that play during all the time
he spent in bed last spring. It's not
that he was lazy or was cavorting
around town until the wee hours of
the morning. A bout with
mononucleosis would result in the
returning starter missing all of
apring practice,

“I guess I contracted the disease
sometime during winter quarter,”
the senior recalled. “It’s got a four
to seven-week incubation period, so
when the symptoms started to
show up, it was spring break. We
started practice on that Monday
after apring break, and I called
Conch Bruce from home and said,
‘Coach, I might not be able to make
it." I did get to practice and he look-
ed at me and said, “just go home,
You don’t look well at all.’

“1 pretty much slept for three
weeks straight. And then, after
that, it took a while just to feel good
again. My weight was down; [ lost
20 pounds. But between the fifth
week of the quarter and now, I've
gained my weight back.

“In all honesty, ! owe a lot to our

Bruce Touts Strengths

Continued From Page 3

things that we might have to do,”
said Bruce. "Like playing some
man-to-man and some combos and
doing some of the things they have
to be able to do but we haven't been
able to do in the past.”

To go into another area of the
defense, we turn to the linebacking
corps — perhaps one of the
strongest suits the Buckeyes have
to offer.

“When I see two guys like Eric
Kumerow and Byron Lee on the
outside, I get excited," said Bruce.
“When we get into pass rush,
they've got the speed to be able to
do that.

“And I look inside and see
(Larry) Kolic and {Chris) Spielman
and Thomas Johnson, and there's
not much weakness there. Those
are big-play type people”

Johnson, a senior out of
Mackenzie High School in Detroit,
led the team in tackles a year ago

_—

OSU Wide Receiver Mike Lanese

training staff, our doctors and our
weight people. They helped me on
the way back. It was a difficult
road.”

Before the mono hit, the
converted tailback had been set to
begin preparations for his second
and final season at the flanker
spot. His junior year had been his
most productive after he tied with
split end Cris Carter for second

with 140, 63 more than his closest
teammate. Spielman, slowed twice
last year by ankle sprains,
nevertheless was a sensation. His
12 solo tackles, three assists and
one fumble recovery in the Rose
Bowl loss to USC brought national
attention his way.

Kumerow, out of River Forest,
111, was to be a starter last year but
a bruised heel kept him out of the
lineup the firat two games, He did
start in four games, including the
last three of the season. A former
quarterback who was red-shirted
in 1983, Kumerow is expected to
offer strong pass-rushing ability
because of his size (6-6, 240).

lLee, one of many Columbus
Eastmoor High School products to
don the Scarlet and Gray, started
11 of the 12 games last year, had 50
tackles and four quarterback
sacks,

Kolic, who twice quit the team in
1984, is back on the good side of
Bruce. The 6-1, 248-pound senior
out’ of Smithville, Ohio, was third

place among OSU receivers.

Lanese made 41 grabs for 618
vards and a touchdown. He also
did a little running, picking up 59
yards in six carries for two more
acores, The Mayfield, Ohio, native
also was the leading punt returner
for the Buckeyes, averaging 6.0 per
return in '84.

Missing spring camp and the
chance to get in more work with

Jim Karsatos, Tomezak’'s heir
apparent, wudlnppoinnng.“'dl
at least

“Ilost a loti m urm.ofrepditmn
and skills,” said Lanese. “But in a
way, it halpod mentally. I can't

ay football all year "round. I don't

now of anybody. who really can,
except kids like (linebacker) Chris
Spielman. They can play day in
and day out.

“J can’t do that. I needed a break.
And at that time, football started to
get tough. Pm ready to play
football now. It gave me & new
outlook on things. I'm eager to get
back into the season. So, maybe
some good came out of it after all.”

Entering the fall, Lanese, a
Rhodes Scholar candidate, is faced
with the prospect of garmering
moré receptions this year, based on
Bruce's promise that OSU will
pass the ball more in '85 due to the
strong throwing arm of Karsatos.

“We'll see,” Lanese smiled. “It's
nice to be able to say, going into a
season, ‘1 guess we'll throw more’
or ‘no, we won't." But we have to
take each game as it comes. In the
heat of the game, who's thinking
about what they said in preseason
interviews, about how much
they're going to throw? It's
whatever it I.nku to win the game
at that time.”

But wouldn't he enjoy handling
the football more? lan't he just a
little envious when he sees
someone like Illinois wide receiver
David Williams totaling 101
catches in a single season?
Wouldn't he like to at least get more
receptions than Keith Byars, a
tailback, who led all Buckeye
receivers with 42 last year.?

“Cris and I have talked about it
and we agree: We win when Keith
plays well," said Lanese. “There's

Continued On Page 14

Of Defensive Unit

on the team in tackles with 74
although he missed four games.
Additional strength should come
from Fred Ridder, who started one
ﬁame last year, Scott Leach, Mike
ee and Joe Jenkins, Also bidding

for playing time will be freshmen'

red-shirts Jim Davidason, Tom
Anderzack and Mike McCray.

If there is a kink in the Buckeye
armor, it could be the defensive
line, where graduation decimated
the ranks. Gone are Dave
Crecelius, Anthony Guiliani and
Dave Morrill, who each started all
12 games in 1984,

e weakness in our defense, I
would say — and 1 don't know
about that — is we lost three
outstanding young men on the
defensive line,” said Bruce, who
has a 56-16-0 mark in six years at
0OSsu,

“Dave Morrill was really an
underrated football player. He
gave us effort all the time. We also
lost Dave Creceliua — he gave us
great effort all the time. And I look
in the middle and think about the

way Tony Giuliani played way
over his ability. We lost those three
young men and they must be

+ replaced.”

Henry Brown (6-4, 261), a
sophomore out of New York, N.Y.;
Ray Holliman (6-4, 266), a junior
out of Holland, Mich.; and Darryl
Lee (63, 258), a junior out of
Columbus Marion-Franklin, are
waging a war to earn the starting
nods on the line. Jim McConville, a
junior from Cleveland St. Edward,
also is in the hunt.

McConville, who originally
enrolled at Michigan and then
tranaferred to Cleveland State and
finally to Ohio State, is 6-4, 248,

“So there's our defense,” said
Bruce. “I think it should be the best
defense we've had since I've been
here. At least I hope it is.

“But we've got to be able, in the
Big Ten at least, to effectively rush
the passer. You've got to defend the
pags. Everybody laughs today
about that, but I'm sure everyone
realizes how important it is.”
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Bf Marlk Shaw
His role on the team has
changed, but his attitude hasn't.

As a sophomorein 1984, Barry
Walker was o part-time starter
at fullback for the Ohio State
football team. This year,
however, the Lancaster (Ohio)
High School graduate has anew
position — tailback.

“I just want to contribute to
the team,” said Walker, o 60,
220-pound junior who has been
beset by numerous injuries
during his collegiate career. “1
know that I'm not going to be a
atarter this year, but I'm not
going to let that bother me,
Whenever I get into a game, I'm
going to give it my best shot,

“I'm ready for the new
challenge of a new position.”

Walker's biggest challenge
thia year is the fact that he will
play behind Heisman Trophy
prospect Keith Byars.

“Keith Byars s an excellent
football player,” said Walker,
who gained 154 yards in 30
carries and scored one
touchdown last year. “1 think it
is an honor to play on the same

B
-

—

L

Barry Walker
team with someone as good as
him. But I hope to get some
playing  time, too. [I'll do
anything they ask."”

An usual, the Buckeyes are
loaded at the tailback position,
Byars (1,764 wards and 24
touchdowns) and John Wool
dridge (636 yards, 4 TDs) will see
the bulk of the playing time.
Roman Bates, who rushed for
152 yards and scored twice in
1984, can play both tailback and

New Role, Same Attitude For Walker

fullback.

“I know that we have a lot of
good players on this team,” said
Walker. “We are very strong at
running back, but 1 feel 1 can
contribute, too.”

During his first two years of
playing with the Buckeyes after
being red-shirted as a freshman,
Walker was bothered by injuries,
He thought he would be the
starting fullback last year, but a
preseason  concugsion and a
mid-seagon shoulder injury
limited his playing time.

“I hope to stay away from the
injuries this year," said Walker,
who suffered another concus-
sion in spring practice. I want to
remain healthy so I can show
people what 1 can do.”

In high school, Walker did
show people what he could do.
As a senior, he gained 1,129
yards and received allstate
honors. Football isn't his only
athletie talent, though. Walker
also excels in track, He holds the
Ohio high school shot put record
with a throw of 67-10 4,

“Yeah, I really liked track,”
said Walker, an honor student

majoring in business, “And |
still do. The shot put was
something [ was really good at. [
enjoyed it Sometimes I think
about taking up track again, but
it would be too difficult. School is
just too demanding. In college,
you can only afford to play one
sport. It's just too difficult to
play two sports.”

Consequently, Walker has
concentrated strictly on football,
As o freshman, Walker saw
action in 11 games and made one
start. Last year, he played 90
minutes. He averaged 4.7 yards
per carry two years ago and 5.1
in 'Bd,

In the past two years, Walker
has been a regular member of
the specialty teams. Although
some players frown on that role,
Walker said he enjoys it.

“I really do like the specialty
teams,” he said. At least it
gives me a chance to get on the
field. The specialty teams are an
important part of any football
team,

“1"d really like to start, butif
can’t, I'll just have to wail my
turn.”
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no question about it. Whatever it
takes for us to win, we'll do it
Whether that's catching more balls
or not, it doesn’t make any
difference. Going to Los Angeles
was exciting, We like to go to the
Rose Bowl. [T we get there, then
we've done our job.”

As for Lanese's progress as a
flanker, “I"'m on schedule,” he said.
“When I first moved to receiver, |
wanted to become o receiver, plain
and simple. After that, | wanted to
be a good receiver. This year, |
want to be a great receiver.

“Last year, I think I became a
good receiver. 1 have a lot of room
for improvement; [ don't know that
anybody would argue that. But
now | have to improve on the little
things. If I work hard in the fall, I
can get there.”

He also feels that Karsatos, the
man he will be looking to for the
ball, can be a very good
quarterback at Ohio State,

“He's been around for a while, so
he knows the system,” said
Lanese. “He's experienced, he's a
good friend of mine offthe field. We
get along. I think he's the kind of
person you want as your leader.”

Although he missed the spring
workouts, Lanese doesn't feel heis
behind as far as getting used to a
new regular quarterback like
Karsatos.

“When Mike (Tomezak) was
here, we threw Jim often,” said
Lanese, “l think 1 know his
delivery and I know how he throws
the ball.”

Which brings up Lanese's only
coneern.

“It's a question of him not
breaking my fingers,” said Lanese.
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being Big Ten champion, but |
think the whole atmosphere
overall is a lot more relaxed this
year,

“People don't think Ohio State
has a good football team, We'rein a
good position because in the past,
when they were supposed to have a

good football team, they slipped

sometimes.”

Slipping sometimes brought up
the question about somewhat nf_n
atigma being attached to Ohio
State for its 9-3 seasons.

“l can't really relate to that,”
said Carter, who moved into the
starting lineup in the fourth game,
didn't atart the fifth game and then
started the remainder of the games
in 1984, “because most of those
happened before I got here. Last
year was my first year and, ves, we
were 9-3. We could actually have
been 120 with a couple of breaks
here and there.”

Did losing that Rose Bowl
contest weigh on Carter's mind as
he spent the summer in Columbus,
working out with his teammates.?

“l tried to throw it out,”” he
answered. "But it's still way back
in my mind and I'm still ticked
about it. A loss is a loss. Everytime
you step on a football field, you
want to win."”

Winning is the most important
thing for Carter, But he also has
thoughts of Al American status,

“At Ohio State University,” he
said,"every player that performs
on the field will have a name for
himself. With the media hype that
we get in this area, you do your
thing and people will know who
you are.

“Plus, Cris  Carter being from
Ohio, that doesn’t hurt anything
either. That's what 1 was looking
for when I came to Ohio State. My
ultimate goal i8 to be an All
American at Ohio State
University."”

Does the fact that with Byars
being 0 highly touted for a repeat
listing on the All-American teams
and a Heisman Trophy cundidate
diminish Carter's prospects for
this season?

“I don't think so,” said Carter. "'l
think if a player's going to be an
All-American, he's going to be an
All-American, No matter what
school he plays for or what type of
team he plays for or who else 18 on
that team. Everybody has his own
name.”

Cris Carter wants simply to
enhance his, for he believes that
enhancing his name will also help
the Buckeyes along the victory
trail.

Advertise In
Buckeye
Sports
Bulletin
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hard and he knows our offense.

“So, to those that say ‘what
about the quarterback position?" I
tell you," noted Bruce. "'l feel secure
with Jim Karsatos at the
quarterback position. "

Karsatos, who completed 23 of 38
passes for 334 yards and two
touchdowns last year, will be
challenged, according to Bruce, by
sophomore Tom Tupa,

“Tom Tupa is schooled on some
of the intricacies of our offense,”
said Bruce. “He’s got talent, but he
needs experience.”

Bruce switched his attention to
the offensive line, where
graduation grabbed four starters.

“The real challenge with our
offensive football team is replacing
Kirk Lowdermilk, Mark Krerowicz
and Jim Lachey,” said Bruce,
perhaps unknowingly leaving out
Scott Zalenski. “If we're going to
do that, they're going to be young
and inexperienced. Talented, but
young and inexperienced.”

The center should be Bob Maggs,
a 65, 274-pound junior out of
Youngstown (Ohio) Cardinal
Mooney High School who started
three games in place of
Lowdermilk late in the year.

“I think Bob Maggs is a young
man that can play center very
well," said Bruce. “"He might well
be the best center in the Big Ten.
He's not going to be the smallest, 1
assure you. He might be the
biggest."” 5

Rory Graves, a 66, 280-pound
Georgian who started all 12 games
last year at left tackle, returns.

“There's the nucleus of our
offensive line, two guys,” said
Bruce. “The fill-ins have to come
with (Larry) Kotterman, (Greg)
Zackeroff, (Jim) Gilmore and (Ron)
Paulsen and some of those people.
If they come through, we'll be OK.”

If bulk buys victories, then the
Buckeyes are in the check-out line.
Kotterman is a 67, 276-pound
sophomore out of Crestline, Ohio;
Zackeroff, a red-shirt freshman
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Sticking his head into a picture being taken of lhc.a OhioState I.inebachern is standout running back
Keith Byars (41). The OSU linebacking corps is, from left, Chris Spielman (36), Pepper Johnson
(98), Byron Lee (82) and Eric Kumerow (14).

OSU Attack Should Be Balanced

from Warren (Ohio) Harding, is 6-5
and goes 256; Gilmore, a two-year
letterwinner out of Philadelphia, is
6-5 and 262, while Paulsen, a
fourth-year junior out of Long
Beach, Calif,, stands 6-5 and tips
the scales at 258,

Also expected to see action from
tackle to tackle are Tim Odom, Dan
Bachorski, Mike Durham, Tom
Glancey and Rich Morris. Jeff
Uhlenhake, a red-shirt freshman
who was switched from defense to
offengive guard after two-a-day
drilla started Aug. 26, will be one of
the backup guards.

Tim James, listed on the
preseason depth chart as the
starter at left guard, has quit
school and transferred to the
University of Cincinnati, where he
does not plan to play football,

“At the tight end position, [
think we're secure,” said Bruce, “if
Eddie Taggart stays healthy all
year. He's a tough kid and he
catches the ball well. We can go to
him on those ball-control downs
and on first down,"

Taggart, who started nine games
last year but missed three because
of an injury, caught 14 passes for
119 yards including several in
which he overpowered the
defenders. Also a backup punter,
the 63, 220-pound junior from
Akron, Ohio, still is looking for his
first collegiate touchdown.

Bruce, starting his seventh
season at OSU, said Taggert would
be pushed by Alex Higdon, a 6-5,
233-pound sophomore from
Cincinnati Princeton.

“He's got the size and the speed
to be an outstanding receiver,”
anid Bruce of Higdon, who caught
one pass last year. “He looks very
physical and he's over that
freshman year of jitters. I think
he's settled down; he's got a little
more confidence than he had as a
freshman.”

Moving along to the wide
receivers, Bruce feels you can’t get
much better than Cria Carter and
Mike Lanese.

“We're blessed," exclaimed
Bruce. “The thing this year is
(] . Mike Lanese doesn’t have
all the speed you might need, buthe .
can run fast enough and he's got
great hands — he was given great
hands.

“I'll remember Mike Lanese for
ever and ever and ever for that one
catch in the Michigan game. No
problem with Mike Lanese.
Besides that, he's the kind of kid
you like to have on your football
team.

“On the other side, there's Cris
Carter and he's very talented.”

Slipping back into the backfield,
where Bruce had failed to mention
the fullback position, we find
George Cooper and Roman Bates.

“I kind of hope George comes
back with a little smaller butt than
he left with,” said Bruce, cliciting a
roar from the people on hand. “He
left at about 253 (pounds). If he
comes back at 240 or 235, and he's
in great shape, he'll get off to a
great start,

“He's the best running fullback
we've had since we had (Ricardo)
Volley and (Paul) Campbell. He's
got great running technique., He
had a great spring and if he can
start off in the fall like he started
off in the spring, he can take some
heat off Keith Byars.”

Bruce said Bates, who started
the first six games last year, will
challenge Cooper for playing time.

Also returning in the backfield is
backup tailback John Wooldridge,
the gecond-leading ground gainer a
year ago with 633 yards and Barry
Walker, an oft-injured fullback
who has been moved to tailback
this season.

Quickly looking at the kicking
game, Bruce said he didn't have a
worry in the world. With Tupa (47.1
average last year) handling the
punting and Rich Spangler (45 of
47 extra points, 14 of 19 field goals)
the place-kicking, the Buckeyes are
as strong as they come in those
areas.
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Preview: Questions Need Answering

By Jim Wharton

Eurle Bruce, in most instances, will
answer questions posed to him by the
media, But Bruce wants to turn the
tubles when discussing the 1986 Ohio
State football team, He's asking the
questions.

“Firast of all,” said Hruce in
beginning to detail the outlook for his
present bunch of Buckeyes, "we'll start
off with o question mark . because
obviously the great question mark is
our offensive line. That's been the
thing that's created o winning record
ut Ohio State — a great offensive line.

“Right now, with (starting center)
Bob Muggs being o question mark
because of his back und the surgery he
had and he didn’t have spring ball,
wi've got that question to answer.

“With a back of (starting right tackle)
Larry Kotterman in spring practice,
most of our offensive line wiped out in
the spring and not available, with
Home

16 or 17 plavers who did not play ;i
""“ﬁf"' by v ¥ gt
u_hh o n voowek

Proveticw bestin in earncat on Au, 6
for the Aug. 27 opener against
Alabama in the Chase Kickoff Clussic
in Giants Stadium in East Rutherford,

“We're trying to establish  the
offensive line and some young players
are going to have to come through,”
continued Bruce, who welcomed 17
atarters out of 35 returning lettermen
when camp opened, “Other than that,
if you look at us, 1 think we're o pretty
seasoned, veteran foothall team.”

To look at the 1986 Buckeyes, you
. begin with quarterbick Jim Karsutos,

The 613, 224-pound fifth-year senior out
of Fullerton, Calif., wrote his nume in
the OSU record books last fall,

In juiding the Buckeyes to their
sixth struight 923 season, which
included a 10-7 victory over Brighum
Young in the Florida Citrus Bowl,
Karsatos completed 177 of 289 passes
for 2,301 yards and 19 touchdowns, His
61.2 completion percentage und the T
tosses both were single-senson school
m.-ordn.

“Jim Karsatos has done o great job

ut Ohio State und [ lonll for u good

Okhio State’s Footbau Battery — Cris Carter, Left, And Jim Karsatos

seuson from him," aaid Bruce of his
quurterbuck, who was fourth-ranked in
national passing elficiency at the end
of the year.

The Buckeyes, who shaved fourth
plivce with Michigan State in last
year's Big Ten standings, also return
several starters at the akilled positions.

Cris Carter ut wide receiver, Ed
Taggart ut tight end, John Wooldridge
at tailback oand George Cooper at
fullback all have established
thumnluu at their respective
positio

“We huvu skilled people at the wide-
outs, ut the running bucks and T think
George Cooper will be one of the most
exciting fullbucks Ohio State's ever
had, as far as running the football is
concerned,” said Broce.

.

Carter, who should re-write every
OSU receiving record before he
departs, is in u cluss by himself, The
swift, acrobatic, sticky-fingered 633,
194:-pound junior from Middletown,
Ohio, snared o single-season record H8
pusses u year ug. In two years as a
Buckeye, Carter has caught 99 passes,
He needs to cateh 56 this ': ar to put
him ahead of alltime OSU leader Gary
Williums,

Curter's eight TD catches in 1985
gave him 16 for his career, which ties
Williams and I}nu Donley atop the all-
time list in that eategory

But finding ndwuuu hlocking for
Carter, Taggart, Wooldridge, Cooper

and the other skilled players is of
pﬁmury concern to Bruce,

Fall practice began with returning

starter Larry Kotterman at ri htmclle
and redshirt soph Joe
at left tackle. Fourth- wyear junior Jay
Shaffer and second-year freshmon
Tim Moxley were listed as the backups.

Jeff Uhlenhuke, who started all but
the opening game against Pitt last
year as a second-year freshman, mans
the left guard slot. Greg Zackeroff, who
started at left guard in the Pitt game
before boing benten out by Uhlenhake,
is ut right guard.  Steve France and
Karl Coles, both redshirted as
freshmen last fall, are the second-team
Ruards,

Muggs, the first-team All-Big Ten
center u year ago, will be at center if he
is fully recovered from the back

Continued On Page 4
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Karsatos Hopes To Earn Rose Bowl Trip

Home Cooking Could Be QB’s Reward

By Jim Wharton
Jim I{nrmlm who has been around
Ohio State University for what

Jim Karsatos

like eternity, is ready to go home,

Now hold on a minute.

Don’t be misled into thinking that
the Buckeye quarterback, who set
numerous school pussing records lust
year, is ready to pack it in and leave,
Instead, Karsatos simply has this iden
that he'd like to go home for the
holidays, eat some of his mother
Valerie's home cooking and mix in an
appearance in the Rose Bowl,

“I want to go home, that's my goal,"
suid Karsatos, who has not seen too
much of his native Fullerton, Calif,,
since arriving on the Buckeye campus.
"I certainly won't mind working as
long an I'm there.”

Karsutos hus been to the Rose Bowl
before, serving as a sophomore caddie
for Mike Tomezak and not seeing any
action as the Buckeyes dropped a 20:17
decision to USC in the 1985 game. The
63, 224-pound fifth-year senior, elected
weo-captain by his teammates, sees the
1986 OSU squad as having the
ingredients necessary to get him home
to Californin in late December.

“I think this is u different team thun
we've had the last few years,” said
Karsatos, who actually has been a
Buckeye ut heart for six years —
returning home prior to enrolling in
school in 1981 after suffering o knee
injury. "'l really like the unity we have
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® 177 completions in 289
attempts for 2,310 yurds and o
sehool single-season record 19
TDs in 19856,

_* 2,350 total yards und 21 Thx

in 10856,

* 1985 pmmlm{ yurdinge wind
wecond-hest single-senson totalin
08U history, topped only by the
2,661 of Schlichter in 1981,

o 1OH5 totnl yarduge figure nisvo
wiecond-best wingle-season totalin
Buckeye history, bettered only by
the 2,608 of Schlichier in 1981,

* Enters 1986 season third on
the O5L all-time passing chart
with 2,967 yards.

* Third on sll-<time TU poss Hist
(23) behind Mike Tomezak (32)
und Schlichter (50).

* Kighth on all-time total
offonse list with 3,011 vards,

»
right now and we haven't even started
camp.’

Kursatos, interviewed during OSU
photo day between posing with babies,
wus usked to explain what he sees as
different about this 1986 edition of
Buckeyes compared to others,

“We don’t have individuals that
wint to stand away from the team,”
suid Kaorsatos, a communications

major who spent | the summer working
as a “runfor guy" for a local television
station, "Guys that didn't neceasarily
try to stand away, but somehow they
separated. This year, already and
overill throughout the team, we like to
do things together and we all like to
spend time together, It's just a lot
different. It's not the same as it has
been.”

Sounds like a good indication of
things ahead.

“As a team,” said Karsatos, who
started all 12 games and guided the
Buckeyes to a 93 record last year,
“wie've got to improve our record. We've
ot to play more as a team.”

That team, based on things which
transpired lost season, may look a little
unusual to long-time Buckeye
followers, The reason lies in the pass.
Kursatos is likely to be firing away an
un-O8U like number of times this fall.
With a tremendous receiver in Cris
Carter, Karsatos could wind up with a
quarterback’s equivalent of tennis
elbow

“The ball is going to stay in the air,”
suid Karsatos, who set a school record
with 19 TD tosses a year ago while
completing 177 of 289 passes for 2,311
yards. “That's going to make for an
exciting season. Personally, though, 1
want to improve on last year. I've
worked on some things this summer
that I didn't do last year and I think
they'll help me a lot.™

It might be hard to improve on his
personal statistics, The 61.2 percent
completion record also was a school
record for one season. Hiseffort in a36-
17 win over Northwestern undoubtedly
was his brightest moment. Against the
Wildeats, in a driving rainstorm in
Dyche Stadium, Karsatos completed

Continued On Page 23

Gordon Has Added Incentives
For Last Year In OSU Uniform

By Jim Wharton

Sonny (mrdnn returned for his
senior year of football at Ohio Stute
with a couple of additional incentives
to go out with o bung,

The first one came when Gordon,
about to begin his third year as o
starter at rover back in the defensive

secondary, was elected u co-captain —

along with quarterback Jim Karsutos
~ by his_Buckeye teammates. That
happened in the spring.

"It waus u very high honor,” said
Gordon, o -mechanical engineering
major out of Middletown (Ohio) High
School. “It really touched me to know
thait they had thut much respect for me
heciuuse T really didn't think 1 would
become cuptain. T would have liked to
have been, but just to know that they
have that much respect in me and
thought of me as a leader, more by
example because U'm really not a vocal
type of guy.

“It's un honor und w privilege.”

The second pdded incentive came
this summer when Gordon chunged
directions in his walk down life's path.

“I picked a different focal point this
year,” suid Gordon, wha had 68
tackles, intercepted - three passes,
batted down three others and blocked
one punt last season. “I'm trying to
focun more on the Lord this year. 1
uccepted Jesys Christ and 1 went to
this enmp during the summer and that
really turned’ it around for me. We
worked the whole week and a half on
just wsing our athletic abilitiea to
ulun’l’y the Lord and it helped me out o

“Thul swhut'm ren lly Kgoing to b.lﬂ*
my year on this year.'
Gordon, sufety Terry White wnd

Sonny Gordor;

cornerbacks William White und Greg

Rogun — known uround campus s the
“Men OF Brutality™ — will be starting
their third year together as’ the OSU
secondary.

“The pust three years we've girown to
become like brothers,” suid Gordon of
himself and his partners, who
combined for 14 of Ohio Stute's 21

interceptions last year. “On and off the
field we hang together, which helps us
on the playing field. If you're playing
for your brother, then you're going to
do everything you can to make sure he
doesn’t look bad, That's the thing with
our defense becoming close, like
brothers, We're becoming more of a
unit thian we've ever been,"”

The unity and ability of OSU's
secondary has been much-maligned in
the past few years,

“We know that there has been
criticism of Ohio State’s defensive
backs in the past and they have
criticized us in the past,” said Gordon,
the lone senior in that secondary
quartet. “We go out and try to play
every game hard and try to build a
reputation like Ohio State used to have.
We still have angther year. together
und the other three have two more
years together, Hopefully, by the time
we leave, the reputation will be back.”

The fact that Gordon, who carries
192 pounds on. his 60 frame, is 12 —
more likely 13 — gumes from leaving
OSU is yet unother incentive.

“I expect to have ‘u good season
becuuse it's “my lust year,” said
Gordon, who has 132 tackles and seven
interceptions since becoming b starter
at the beginning of his sophomore
yeur. I don't huve’q::other chynee,so1
have to go all'out dnd give it my beat
effort. It givea me more incentive than
I've ever had betause 1 know thut 1
want'to go out on a good note. T don't
have any time to stand around waiting
for tomorrow. 1've got to go out every
day thinking this is my last swing, my

Continued On Page 6




Page 4

Originally Published: August 1986

Buckeye Sports Bulletin

Spielman Hopes Defense Will
Lead OSU To ‘String’ Of Wins

By Dave Waithus

Using o phrase that almost sounded
elegant, Chris Spielman likened this
year's Ohio State football defense to
“string of pearls.”

In the next sentence, however,
Spielman let it be known that he lives
for the moment when that string wraps
around the opponent und chokes the
life out of ita offense,

In other words, it's best not to list
“Spielman” and “elegant” on the same
page in the thesaurus,

“We've got eight guys back on
defense this year und we're expected to
play together,” said Spiclman, the
junior Buckeye inside linebacker who
18 expected to be the centerpiece of the
OSU defense thia fall. “I'll tell you
what. I'll put us up with any team in
the country in how physical we are
because we've got some hitters, We run
to the ball.

“You'll see, | think, a team that will
have 11 guys going to the ball, We'll be
looking like a string of pearls going to
the ball every time. We really
emphasized that in spring ball, and
I'm sure if Couch (Gary) Blackney
(defensive coordinator) has his way,
we'll really emphasize that in this
camp.”

Spielman made his predictions a bit
early this season as he and the rest of
the football Buckeyes sturted camp in
order to prepare for a fust-appronching
date with national powerhouse
Alabama. Ohio State will chullenge
the Crimson Tide in the Chase Kickoff
Classic on  August 27 in Giants
Stadium in East Rutherford, N.J.

Perhaps more than anvthing,
Spiclman would like to remain a key
link in that pearly string for all 12 of
OSU's games this season, As o
freshman out of Massillon, Washing-
ton in 1984, he missed a lot of action
due to a pair of ankle sprains, He
recovered in fine form lust full, bat
injuries again forced him out of one
Rame,

Regardless, Spiclman finished

86 Schedule

Auit, I we Alabama
Hapt. I ot Washingtan
Sept. W Colorado
Hept 27 Uiih

Ot 4 Tllinois

Ot 1

(VS (L]

Ot 5

Nuw. ol lowa

Nov. B Northwestern
Nov. 16 ot Wisconain
Nuv £ Michigan

Ohio State will play Al
Chowe Kickofl Clamsic in
Fawt Hutherford, N3

woan the cnmunld
e Seilium in

second to only Pepper Johnson in
tackles with 140, including nine for 31
yvurds in losses and one quarterback
suck. In addition, he pirkwi off three
passes, which placed him in o tie for
second on the teum behind William
White (who had six).

“It's (inside Yinebacker) n position
where you're challenged all the time,”
said Spiclman, who was a first-team
All-Big Ten selection and received
honorable mention All-American
accluim in 1986, “You stop the run,
you're supposed to stop the pass, you
blitz, you can rush the quarterback.
You can do it all.

“And you're a leader,” he ndded. “1
try to think of myu!l’uun leader type.
Not leading the cheers to the erowd, but
leading by example, 1 think ['ve
wlways been that. You have to be
physical.

“I like physical,”" continued the
player Buckeye cuut‘h Earle Bruce has
n-utuu-dlv cilled “the most intense
athlete” he has ever couched. 1 think |
like to hit, I like collisions and 1 like
violence,”

In order to incrense the intensity of
the punishment he has dished out
during Ohio State's two previous 9.3
campaigns, Spielman reported to the
Buckeye's preseason camp at 28
pounds. Considering hin 62 frame,
that might not seem like o major

increase. Howewer, it is o murked
difference from the freshman who first
reported to Ohio Stadium  at 2056
pounds,

] ?Iun on it helping me o little bit,
and 1 feel like 1 can move as well,”
Spiclmun cluvimed., 1 know the conches
are concerned o little hit, but they
haven't seen me run yet, They'll seeif |
cun move, get back where 1 have to be
in passes and et to the football like
I've done in the past. If they tell me to
drop o few pounds, T'll drop o few
pounds.”

The weight increase, though, has
albo meant an increase in Spiclman’s
rugged weight-lifting  regimen, Last
virr, it 2256 pounds, Spiclman boasted
i hench press of 390 pounds, heading
for the magic “Big Four” figure of 400
pounds. Now, he owns i bench of 420
and the “Big Five™ (500 pounds) is
heavy on his mind.

I8 that goul feasible?

“Neuh,” answered Spielman, who
lso clocks o 4.7 in the 40-yard dush,
“feanible and possible. Probable? | | .
I don't know."

He also has o prescription for

* bulking up.

“I'm getting older, and 1 think my
body is getting o littde more mature,”
he explained. "1 worked out four times
w week this summer, about 2 hours o
duy. 1 ate well, | watched my dict and |
got my proper rest. | wasn't out
rousting uhout. You have to train in the
off-geason o you can train properly
during the n'mllnr Seuson,

Even though some football annlysts
have deemed Spiclman “small” for un
inside linebacker, und he admitted that
“maybe I thought I could use o little
more rear end,” his offectiveness has
been well documented in both
newspapers and bonejarring
videotape.

i put some big linemen down lust
vear,” he sadd, “and maybe it will help
me put them down a little harder this
year."

Spiclman added that he hopes the

Offensive Line Tops List Of Bruce’

Continued From Page 1

surgery. Rich Morris serves as Magus'
replacement,

Carter is a sure-shot at aplit end with
junior Nate Harris in reserve. Taggart
holds down the number one apot at
tight end with John Hutchison behind
him. Jamie Holland is working at
fMlanker with Everett Ross moving up to
second: team in the absence of Dino
Dawson, who is not eligible pending
completion of summer school.

Vince Workmun, the talented
sophomore who picked up 321 yords
and wcored three touchdowns as a
backup last year, was designated to
start as the number one tailback based
on his spring performance,
Wooldridge, who led Buckeye ball
carriers with 820 rushing yvards in
1985, is working behind Workman,

“Defensively, 1 think we'll be as
strong as we've ever been it Ohio Stute
since 've been there,” said Bruce, “The
defensive secondary will be playing
together for its third consecutive year,
They're skilled and they're
experienced,”

That secondary, nicknamed the Men
of Brutality (MOB), consists of Sonny
Gordon at rover back, Terry White at
sifety and Willinm White and Greg
Rogan at the corners. Gordon is n

senior. Hogan and the Whites are
juniors,

Providing buckup to the returning
regulirs are Sean Bell, Ray Juckson,
Dwight Smith and David Brown,

“Our linebacker corps ia good,”
noted Bruce. “Our defensive line is
something that we're going to have to
find out about. We lost (nose guard)
Larry Kolic, We lost (linebacker)
Pepper Johnson. We lost (linebucker)
Byron Lee, I think we can replice them
and not lose uny punch from our
defense and also add a little
experience.”

The preseason depth chart has Fred
Ridder, Mike Sullivan and Darryl Lee
lined up ncross the front, with Eric
Kumerow and Derek Isamun at the
outside linebacking spots and Chris
Spielmun and John Sullivan inside.
Spielman and Kumerow are coming off
outsatanding scasons, the former
leading the Buckeyes in tackles (141)
and muking the firstteam alldeague
squad, the lutter being named second-
tenm.

Contending for playing time on the
defensive line are Henry Brown, Pat
Thomas and Hay Holliman, Brown
started the first theee games of 1985 ut
left tuckle while Holliman started the
Michigan and BYL games ot the same
spot.

Tom Anderzack and Alex Higdon
are the sccond-team outside
linebuckers with Mike Kee and Scott
Lawch backing up on the inside,

Tom Tupn again will handle the
punting chores after averaging 39,1
per boot on 50 punts in 1985, Jeff
Compton, a third-year sophomore,
began the full wa the heir apparent to
Rich Spangler in the place-kicking
depurtment. Mike Morton, o trunsfer
from the University of Cincinnuti and
incoming  freshman Pat  O'Morrow
were expected to also challenge.
O'Morrow suffered a sethack prior to
the start of practice when he had knee
surgery which is expected to keep him
out of action until late September.

All in all, it is o veteran team with
only those question murks needing to
be addressed.

“We're going to work like hell at
everything we do in practice,” said
Bruce. “Getting out there and jumping
on everything real quick and develop
the things we need to develop.™

Bruace, 6519 in seven vears at OSL,
s concerned aboul his team getting out
of the chute quickly.

“We've never been a quick-starting
foothall team,” suid Bruce, “and that's
w challenge we face to be o quicks

Chris Spi.;l;nan

Buckeves' vight returning starters on

defense, including the entire
secondary, will help shore up o group
that has been quickly eriticized in the
now pass-happy Big Ten

“Oar secondary was still vouny list
year, but they've had three yeors
together,” suid the former high school
consensus All-American, referring o
returnees Sonny  Gordon, Willinm
White, Greg Rogan and Terry White,
“They know where they're supposed to
be aind where the ball is going. They
waork together really well,”

Overall, despite the loss of such
stundouts us  Keith Byars, Mike
Lanese, Byron Lee, Rich Spangler and
dohnson, Spiclmon believes strongly
in the 1986 Buckeye edition.

“Our team attitude is really good this
ver,"” he said. “We don't really have
any superstars thin year, but 1 think
we'll play well together. Tthink we were
disnppointed with our season st vear,
and we want tomake it better this year,
We daon't want to be on aroller coaster
ride this year,

“People soy thut we put too much
emphasis on winning,” he concluded.
“m disappointed when woe go 940, too,
Why not expect the best,”

s Questions

starting football team this year, We
have to be ready in o hurry, We've been
o tenm in the past that played its best
bull us the season went on. This year
we will have to start fust and maintain
u high level of play.”

And there s plenty of reason.
Numely the schedule,

“You tulk the way itis," said Bruce,
“We have o tough schedule and T have
to talk from that aspect. Our kids are
looking forward to it. [ don't know'
what's going to happen.”

The results and scores after the
opener agninat Alabama and then a
road trip to Washington 17 duys later
could muke or break the Buckeyes,

“It could jell our footbull teanm and
drive us onto the Big Ten season and
explode us, or it could hurt us,” said
Bruce. I don't know. But we're going
to find out down the line about this
football team,”

Any predictiona?

“I've seen more enthusiosm for the
coming season by our people working
hurder in the summertime than 've
ever seen before,” said Bruce. "Our
pluvers worked out over the summer
and did things to prepare them, We
look like we're in good physical shape
right now — better than normal,

“So 'm kind of looking forward to
see what we can do."”
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Maggs Ready To Go *
After Back Surgery |

By Jim Wharton

Bob Maggs is alive and kicking as a
member of the Ohio State football
team. How well Muggs is remains o
question mark.

Maggs, a 6:5, 287-pound senior out of
Youngstown (Ohio) Cardinal Mooney
High School, started all 12 games the
Buckeyes played in 1985, earning firat-
team All-Big Ten and honorable
mention All-American honors. But he
played the Michigan and Brigham
Young games with a ruptured disc in
his back.

Surgery to remove part of the disc
was performed earlier this year and
Maggs was relegated to the role of
spectator during spring practice. Jefl
Uhlenhake, a sturter ut left guard in 11
of the 12 Buckeye skirmishes last year,
spent time in the spring working at
center because of the uncertainty of
Muggs' condition,

Muggs, though, suys he is ready.

“It feels pretty good," said Maggs,
one day before the Buckeyes began
practice for their opening game, an
Aug. 27 battle nguinst Alabama in the
Chase Kickoff Classic. "1 haven't hit
on it since the bowl game, so 'm a little
leery of that. But other than that
there's no problem. I think it's geing to
be OK. I've done some things on it and
I'm not really too worried about it."”

There must be some concern for that
first contact,

“Hitting is second nature because
I've been doing it so long,” said Muggs,
who played in eight games as a second-
year freshman tackle in 1983 und then
played in 12 games — starting the lust
three at center — s u soph 'm
going to hit and not worry nbout the
back, If T go in soft then 1 might get
hurt, so I'll have to go in full go."

08U coach Earle Bruce knows how

Originally Published:
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Muggs might feel when the puds goon.

“1"m sure he'll think about it the first
fow times,” suid Bruce. *But he played
in three games in a lot of puin last year.
They fixed what was wrong und I think
he'll come out of it OK. He's hitting the
sled pretty good right now. He's taking
u shot.”

Muges, one of eight fifth-year
seniors on the OSU squad, just wants s
whot at making the 1986 season his

st

“I'm really looking forwurd toit,” he
suid. “This is my fifth year und I think
I'll do really well. We've got a lot of
guys back, everybody's looking good
and everybody's got n good attitude
right now. We've got everybody
healthy, finally, which is something
we didn't have in the spring.”

With the Buckeyes being so depleted
by injuries in spring practice, Maggs
saw whut everybody else suw.

“In the spring we might not have
looked our sharpest,” said Maggs, n
student in the College of Arts and
Sciences, “But once we get into these
double seasions, we'll be looking really
good, It's almost like o whole different
team, So I think we'll be really good,
After summer, everybody's o little
rusty. Once we get buck into it and get
going, things should shape up real
quick.”

A quick start to the season is almost
mandatory since the Buckeyes face
Alabama and Washington in their first
two games,

“We can't start slow like we've done
in the pust.” said Moggs, touted by
gome us an All-American candidate
this full, “I think we can start fast
because we've got two teams that if we
start slow we're going to be in a world
of trouble. We know we've got to go
early. We know if we don’t do it, we'll

i & F F L I A v 2 L) '._ gL '.' SRR s
EBrenSeaaou Depth Chart .
(As of Augst 1) :
OFFENSE
S8E 2 CAIS CARTER % 20 Nate Harle ot 18 Oary Cuit So
LY 79 Jos Staysniak Fi. T4 Tim Moxley Fr. T Wik Durham So,
LG 80 JEFF UHLENHAKE 8o 70 Steve France Fr. 4 Mike Kurl Fe.
€ 71 BOD MAGGS 8. 83 Rich Morris - 00 Dan Himale Fr.
NG 5V Greg Zackeroft 0. 68 Karl Coles Fr.
AT 72 LARRY KOTTEAMAN Je.* 89 Jay Snaffer >
GOART Hutchison G 83 Frank Hoak So.
TE 80 €D TA B¢ 81 John 83 P Holk ho.
KARSA e 18 Yom T J. 1) Scott Powsl So.
on 18 am T08 & @ Tom Tupa 3 Sk pove s
42 Vince Workman ¢ 25 JOHN WOOLDRIDGE ¢, 43 Darry Walke 8.
ot v 20 Aoman Dates L
FL 6 Jamis Holland S 4 Dino Dawson ot 5 Everalt Ross So
FB 44 OCONGE COOPER  Jr.** 11 B Manock Go. 33 Sieve Gresock '.:
DEFENSE
ERIC KUMER, o - Ander 80, 99 Mk MeGr Bo.
oun 14 ow o Tom Tk -+ moﬂ?“ n
L] L% B4 Henry Biown Ji 00 Srecko Zinskovic Fr.
LT 90 FAED MIDOER x 3 et oL
NGO 67 Mixe Susvan So0.* 54 Patl Thomas Fr. 62 Charles Kesnan Fr.
AT 95 DARRAYL LEE e 85 Pay Hosman 6" B4 S Davideon So.
OLB 10 Derek lsaman S0.* B8 Alex Migdon J.* 63 Dednick Howad Fr.
LB 36 CHMIS BPIELMAN Jrt 30 Mike Kes Be.* 35 Joe Jenking o
8 Beotl Leach 8. 58 Ed Sots So.
s 87 John Sulivan So L} o) i
ROV 7 GBONNY GORDON 8, ™ 3 Gean Ded go.*
CB 3T WILLIAM WHITE .t AT Ray Jackson A
CO 29 OREG ROGAN Jr.* 20 Dwight Smith 8o,
L] 12 TERRY WHITE Jo. ™ 2T David Brown Fr.
SPECIALISTS
P10 TOM TUPA A # Tom Bolyard Fr 32 Mika Moron -
EP 23 Jelt Complon Bo. A2 M Morton &
C 52 TOM MOOAE 0.0 T1 Bob Magge 8.
CAPS — 1988 Busriw
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Bob Maggs

look bud and that will muybe hangon o
lot of people’s minds for the rest of the
peason.

“So I think everybody is aware of the
fuct that we've got to come out Tast.”

Mugga will be coming out for the
final time. As a senior, he realizes

_younger members of the squad will

look to him for leadership.

“I think u lot of guys look to me
because I've been wround here for so
long,” said Maggs, who had perhaps
the best block of his career when he
wiped out two defenders allowing John
Wooldridge to score a touchdown
ugainst Colorado Last fall. “1've paid
my dues, I've puid my dues around ‘:rrt-
for o long time. But it's not just me,
we're going to need u lot of leadership
out of ull the seniors wnd all the starters
to et everybody going this year.”

There are gouls for Maggs, who is 25
pounds heavier this full than he wos
when he first reported to the Bucks.

“I'd like to be in among the top
linemen in the country,” siaid Maggs.
“1 just want to be the butlhullnmru-.
If 1 ean be real great, I want to be that.
But 1 want to make sure the toum
reaches its goals, That's first in my
mind."”

L
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Gordon

Continued From Page 3

lust time at but."

Gordon, one-sixth of the “Middle
town Connection” on the Buckeye
roster, was impressed with what he
saw of the squad prior to the start of
practice for the Aug. 27 Chuse Kickoff
Classic contest aguingt Alabama in
Eust Rutherford, N.J.

“The attitude on the team is
probubly the best since I've been here,
us far us in the weight room and in the
workout habits over the summer,” shid
Gordon, whose 673 carcer playing
minutes are tops among returning
pluyers, “1 think we'll have a good
seuson, just judging by the attitude of
the teum right now."

And any predictions?

“1 don't really like to make
predictions,” said Gordon, “1 just kind
of let things tuke place.”

Gordon, who hus started 23 of 24
games the post two years, has let
things full for themselves since coming
to Ohio Stute,

“My pust three years have been an
experience,” he said, “My first year
asturting, I really wasn't expecting to
start, [ expected to play, but they had
Kevin Richardson and [ was playing
behind him, But things happened and |
ended up starting.

“My first year wus o leurning year
for me. I lenrned o lot of things,"”
continued Gordon, an albstate
seloction in high sehool who spends his
spare time reading and listening to
music, “Last year it was o little better
thun my sophomore yvear, but I've still
Fol i witys to go.

“From those two yeurs I hove
learned that 1 must react better, 1f
you're not thinking, you renct slow. Ldo
o lot of thinking out there.

“You're never too old to learn and 1
think this year, game by game, Pl still
be learning. 1 expect to build on what [
learn.”

Karsatos Still Looks To Improve

Continued From Page 3

16 of 20 passes for 276 yards and three
touchdowns. But Karsatos, who spent
u lot of time in the weight room this
summer, wants more. He still is not
sutisfied with his game,

“I'm looking for other things to work
on,"” noted Kursutos, who turned 23 on
May 26. "I just want to be ready forany
situation thut comes up. I'm going to
have fun, I'm going toenjoy it. I mean |
love it here and P've had six great
years, I'm just going to have fun and
hopefully we'll bring o winning scason
back and that will just put the cherry
on the ice cream.”

That bowl of ice cream might have
melted long ago for somebody with less
determination and patience than
Karsatos possesses. Buckeye couch
Eurle Bruce often says Karsutos has
heen around OSU almost us long us he
has.

Kursatos came out of Sunny Hills

High School having pussed for 4,426
yarda und 40 touchdowns. He was the
Orange County Player of the Year his
senior season,

But an injury suffered in an all-star
gume in the summer of 1981 failed to
come around und Kuarsatos was sent
home prior to the footbull season, He
re-enrolled, but was redshirted for the
1982 season.

After serving as an understudy to
Tomezak for two years, a period in
which he started three games,
Karsutos earned the starting nod last
your und responded with impressive
credentinls, ending the campaign
ranked fourth nationully in passing
elficiency.

“The whole thing hus been just one
experience after another,” said
Karsutos, reflecting on his OSU career
to this point. “I've grown from them
and [ think I've become o better person,
I didn't like some of the things then,
but I've seen thut they've helped me
grow nowand [ renlly appreciate that."

Win Two Ohio State
Season Football Tickets

See Page 23 For Details!
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Roses Wilt As Wolvermes Trw,mh

Bucks Settle
For Co-Title,
Cotton Berth

Maybe it was poetic justice. Roses
pinned on the lapels of all those in the
press box prior to the Ohio State
Michigun encounter were wilting
before the afternoon was over.

It was, in some respects, indieative of
the way the Buckeyes played in seeing
their hopes of an numght Big Ten
championship pass away in o 26:24
sethack ut the hands of the Wolverines,
An all-time record Ohio Studium crowd
of 90,674 watched as Ohio State hod to
settle for o cochampionship and o
berth in the Jan. 1, 1987 Cotton Bowl.

As coach Earle Bruce would put it
after the game, his team did not play
with the sume degree of toughness
from start to finish.

“The game is 60 minutes long,” said
Bruce, “That's the dhing about
football, You've ot to be as strong at
the end of the game as you are at the
beginning.”

And the Bucks, as did their chances
for the Rose Bowl, wilted after
grabbing o 1433 lead in the first
quarter, Ohio State went from moving

 the ball with relative case and taking
the 1l-point lead to sputtering along
and (ulling behind 26-17 in the fourth
quarter,

A ray of sunshine did appear on the
horizon in the final period. A Jim
Korsatos pass found its way into the
hands of Cris Carter for o touchdown
which left the Buckeyes two points
short with 9:42 atill to play.

A chunce for victory, however, went
ustray later in the quarter. Facing a
fourth-undtwo at l{m Michigan 28,
plice-kicker Matt Frantz was wide left
on what could have been a Ah-yard
game-winning feld goal,

“It was o tough decision,” said Bruce

wbout opting for the attempt at three
points with LOG still to play. “"We
conferred with our kicking coach and
he swid the young man had been able to
kick them before the game and he was
kicking them well. He did kick the ball
fur enough, it was just u hooked ball,
like you do when you give it a little
extri, 1 wish he'd have played it on to
the right a little more."”

The downfull for Ohio Stute was not
just the missed field goal. Michigan,

Vince Workman Gains A Couple Of His 126 Yards In Loss To Michigan

which managed 223 total yards but
only two field goals in the first half, ran
roughshod over the Buckeyes after
intermission.

Tailbuck Jamie Morris, who had 59
yvards on 10 carries in the first half,
broke loose for 1561 yurds and two
touchdowns in 19 second-hall carnes.

“They ran very effectively in the
second hall and kept the ball,” said
Bruce, who is now even in eight games
against Bo Schembechler and

Michigan. “They moved the ball very
effectively, including the opening
kickoff. They moved right down the
field and scoved. Obviously that put
them right back in the ball game.”
Michigun, which will represent the
Big Ten in the Rose Bowl against Pae-
10 champion Arizona State, moved 83
yards in a 14-play drive which ate up
the first 6:07 of the third quarter.

Continued On Page 2
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[Final
Weekly
Issue

This is the final weekly
insue of Buckeye Sports
Bulletin for the 1956
season. We will be
publishing  our Cotton
Bowl preview insue in mid-
December and will start
our weekly coverage of
Ohio State winter sports
in Jdanuary. The entire
stadf of Columbus Sports
Publications wishes you a
happy holiday season and
looks forward to serving
you in the coming year,
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Wolverines Set Several Series Standards

The long rivalry between Ohio State
and Michigan has produced some very
intereating facts and figurea. While
there are too many ‘bests and longests'
to mention, it must be pointed out that
three ‘best-evers' in the all-time series
between the aschools were set as the
Wolverines gained a 26-24 victory over
Ohio State on Nov. 22. And,
unfortunately for Buckeyes fans, they
were all established by that ‘team up
north.'

Wolverine quarterback Jim
Harbaugh put his name beside the
column for most passing yards in an
OSU-Michigan game, hitting on 19 of
29 passes for 261 vards. The yardage
figure betters the former mark of 244
set by Bob Chappuis way back in 1946,

Michigan tailback Jamie Morris
rusihed for 210 yards, 45 more than Rob
Lytle — an Ohio native — picked up in
the 1976 game.

The total offense figure of 529 vards
by Michigan topped the old mark of
511, also set in the 1946 game, which
;he Wolverines of Fritz Crisler won 58-

BUCKEYE SPLIT end Cris Carter
simply upﬁ.cd the figures even higher
with his efforts agninst Michigan,

Carter caught seven passes for 75
yards and two touchdowns, putting his
season totals — all achool single
senson records — at 65 receptions,
1,066 yards and 11 TDs. Those
numbers upped the carcer figures of
Carter, named the Buckeye Sports
Bulletin Buckeye of the Week for hia
day's work, to 164 catches, 2,664 yards
and 27 touchdowns, also schaol marks,

TAILBACK VINCE Workman,
who scored one of Ohio State's three
touchdowns agninst Michigan on a 46+

ard run, his longest of the year, closed:

e regular season with 985 rushing
yards, a 5.0 percarry average and
seven TDs. Workman, a sophomore out
of Dublin, Ohio, also caught 19 passes
for 157 yarda,

SENIOR LINEBACKER Mike
Kee's interception, which halted a
Waolverine scoring march late in the
firat half, was his first as a Buckeye.

CHRIS SPIELMAN moved into a
tie with Alvin Washington (77-80) for
fourth place on the all-time total
tuckles chuart at Ohio State. With a
career-high 29 atops agoinst the
Wolverines, Spielman goes into the
Cotton Bowl with 379,

THE WIN WAS Bo Schembechler's
166th at Michigan, surpassing the
previous school record of 165 set by the
legendary Fielding H. Yost,

The victory earned Schembechler,
among other things, a plagque from his
players. But the pluque proved to cost
more thnn quuﬂmhnrk im Hurbaugh
and h ker Moeller had
anticipated. It m.-emu thone two players
collected money from their tenmmates
to purchase the plaque in anticipation
of beating Minnesota n week earlier.

“"We had to go out and have the
inscription changed to tuke out
‘Minnesota’ snd put ‘OhioState’ on the
plaque,” said Harbaugh. *“That cost us
another 30 dollurs. We couldn't afford
to lose again this week.”

MICHIGAN NOW has o 46325
edge in the all-time seriea and upped ita
record for games played in Ohio
Stadium to 23:17-1. To point out some
fucts of the series, the home team now
has won 40 times, the visiting team 38,
the teams are even at 11-11-1 in the past
23 years; 29291 in the past 81 years
and 32-34-3 in the 69 consecutive years
they have played ench other, Michigan
was 12-2 in the first 14 games.

Buck Beat

With Jim Wharton

STATE SENATOR Eugene Watts
(R-Columbus) lost his bet with
Michigan Sen. Lana Pollack (D-Ann
Arbor) for the second straight year.
Watts, who represents the university
district, hud to stand at the 50-yard line
in Ohio Stadium and sing *Huil To The
Victors.” He paid the bet off a couple of
days ufter the game. No word on
whether Watts was on or off key,

FIVE OF SIX local psychics
contacted by one Columbus reporter
predicted an Ohio State victory. So
much for psychic power,

ALL THE ACTION involved with
an Ohio State-Michigan game crentes

Michigan Wms rzp To

Continued From Page 1

Morris took a pitchout to the right, put
u juke move on OSU cornerback Sonny
Gordon und dashed the final four
varda for the score. After a Mike
Gillette conversion, the Wolverines
had narrowed theirdeficit to 14-13 with
8:53 still showing on the third-quarter
clock.

The Buckeyes, who hud a ninegame
winning streank snapped, came right
back to move from their own 25 to the
Michigan 10. But the Wolverine
defense stiffened und OSU had to be
content with a 27-yard Frantz field
gonl. With 5:26 left in the period, the
Bucka owned a 17-13 lead.

The Wolverines, in bouncing back
from a 20-17 upset loss to Minnesota
the week before, struck quickly. Morris,
who ended the day with 210 yards —
more than any other player had ever
rushed for in an OSU-Michigan clash
— broke loose down the right sideline
for 52 yards. After buckup fullback Bob
Perryman picked up two, quarterback
Jim Harbaugh was flushed out of the

ket only to flip a short pass to
errymun, who turned itinto u 15-yard
gain for a first-and-gonl at the eight,

Morris put his team ahead for the
first time by using a little extra effort to
get into the end zope from eight yards
out. An attempt for a two-point
conversion fell incomplete in the end
zone und the Wolverines led 1917 with
3:53 remaining in the third quarter.

Ohio State wis forced to punt on its
next possession after o long puss
intended for Nate Hurris was tipped by
u Michigan defender and was al
caught by Jamie Hollund.

Harbaugh, who completed 19 of 29
pusses for 261 yards, then moved his
team 85 yarda in eight pluys to another
score. Backup tailback Thomas
Wilcher, with the Buckeyes blitzing,
cut through left tuckle to score from the
seven. Gillette again converted and
Michigan was up 26-17 with 12:46 left
in the game.

Curter caught his second TD puss of
the day to bring the Bucka to within
two at 942, And, following an
exchange of punts, the Buckeyes got
one lust chance when William White
forced Wilcher to fumble, Gordon
recovering for OSU.

Taking over with 317 remuining,
Karsat pleted 16 of 27

whao
passes for 188 yurdas, overthrew Harrin
over the middle. After offsctting
penalties forced one down to be
replayed, Kursatos connected with

avertime chores for local officials,

During the game, 180 police officers
—~ from the OSU and Columbus
departments and the Franklin County
Sheriffs Department — were stationed
inside the stadium,

In addition, OSU police took several
precautions on cumpus, removing
traffic gate arms, fire extinguishers
and the information booth on the Oval.

OHIO STATE has announced a
priority system for tickets to the 1987
Cotton  Bowl, which will find the
Buckeyes playing the champions of the
Southwest Conference.

® [First priority: The student body
(limit 1).

® Second priority: Fulltime fuculty
and staffl and their immediate families
(limit 4),

e Third priority: Alumni Associa-
tion active members :md development

fund donors west of the Mississippi
River (limit 2).

® Fourth priority: The regular
season priority group which includes
benefactors and others who have
ordered season books for 15
consecutive years or more in theirown
name (limit 2).

e Fifth priority:
(limit 2 if available).

Tickets for ull groups sell for $25.50
each, which includes a 50 cent service
charge.

The student body/staff sale will be
an over-the-counter sale and beging
Dee. 1 und runs through Dec, b in the
St. John Arena ticket lobby. Hours are
T30 wom. - 6 pm. daily.

General public

Hequests from the general public will
bhe honared only after all orders from
the first four priorities have been filled,

Rose Bowl
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fullback George Cooper for o 12-yurd
gain and a first down at the Ohio State
49. Twao plays later, on first down at the
Michigan 368, Wolverine atrong saflety
Ivan rhriu birely got his hands on
ball to bat it away from Carter in the
end zone. Buckeye tailback Vince
Workman, who rushed for 126 yurds in
21 carries, was tripped up for no gain.
Kursatos then found Carter for eight to
bring up that fourth-and-two situation,

That left Bruce with the decision to
try for the field goul or go for another
first down.

“Maybe that was too long,” said
Bruce of the 45-yard attempt by Frantz.
“Hut without a try to win, if something
would have happened on fourth down
and you didn't get o try at the
opportunity to win, I think that would
have been a mistake,

“It came down to the last five
minutes of catching the ball or not
catching the ball and making your first
downs or not making your [first
downs,” udded Bruce, "We rﬁl‘ln't retit
done.”

From the outset of the game, it
uppenred thut Ohio State would get it
done — und with ease.

After n 47-yurd return of the opening
kick by Hollund, the Buckeyes were in
business at the Michigan 456. Karsatos
and mutes covered those 46 yurdain 10
plays, the senior signal-caller hitting
Carter on o four-yard T pass with
10:47 still to play in the initial stanza,

Michigan showed signs of doing
likewise, marching from its own 40 to
the OSU 10 before bogging down.
Fullbuek Gerald White was dropped for
u five-yard loss by Gordon before o
deluy of game penalty bucked the
Wolverines another five yards.
Harbaugh got five of those back on a
screen pasa to White before Gillette
came on to boot o 32-yard field goal.

Three plays later the Buckeyes
grahbed that 143 lead. Workmun, who
ran for 97 yards in the first half, picked

up one, Karsatos connected with
Everett Ross and Ross did some funcy
stepping for a 32yurd gain, Workman
then took i pitch to his right, followed
great blocks by Carter and tight end Ed
Tuaggart, cut back to the middle of the
field und headed for the opposite corner
of the end zone. He pulled up 46 yurds
luter with the Buckeyes' second
touchdown of the day.

Ohio Stute got the ball back just over
two minutes later when safety Duvid
Brown intercepted o Harbaugh pass
intended for 6-8 split end Paul Jokisch.

Workman went outside left tackle,
broke into the elear and raced 29 yards
to the Michigan 29, After picking up o
first down at the 16, o holding penalty
did the Buckeyes in. Fruntz came up
way short on a 4dyaed field goul
uttempt.

“I felt one of the keys in this game
was the third time we had the ball,”
suid Bruce, “when we had an
opportunity to muke 2 field goal but
didn’t. We never want to come out dey
in u situation when we move the ball.”

Michigan, in upping its record to 10-1
us it prepurea for a Dec. 6 regular
seagon closer at Hawaii, moved the
ball to the tune of 529 yards in total
offense.”

“Like I sumid,” noted Bruce, “they
moved the ball. But we had good
opportunities early and if-we'd have
put on our points, it would have been a
little different.”

It was o disappointing finiah to the
regulir seigon,

“Thin is u tough loss,” suid Bruce, "'
never like to lose, especially in Ohio
Stadium, It's going to tuke awhile to
get over this one,”

The fuct his team had accepted o
Cotton Bowl bid wus met with mixed
reactions by the OSU coach.

“Obviously, we're pleased to go to the
Cotton Bow!l and play in o New Year's
Day game,"” said Bruce, " But when you
are Big Ten co-champs, and huve the
championship game in your grasp, it's
n letdown when you don't win,"
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Karsatos’ Trip Home 2

Canceled By Wolves

By Dave Waithus

Jim Karsatos had visions of heading
west, but o team from up north
managed to detour him south.

“I wan planning on going home,”
snid Karsatos, as he fought buck tears
following Ohio State’s heartbreaking
26-24 loss to Michigan, “It's gonna
take u couple of weeks for this to wear
of .

0SU's loss, which snapped a nine-
game Buckeye winning streak, earned

Michigan (7-1, 10:1) and Wolverine'

quarterhuck Jim Harbaugh a share of
the Big Ten championship and the
right to go to the Rose Bowl in
Pasadena, Calif,, on New Year's Day,
Meanwhile, the Buckeyes (7-1,9-3) and
Karsutos, who haila from Fullerton,
Culif., must settle for a trip to Dallas
und the Colton Bowl.

“Our offensive game plan going in
was real good,” continued Karsatos, a
senior who finished his last game in
Ohio Stadium with 15 completions in
27 attempts for 188 yurds and two
touchdowns — both to All-American
aplit end Cris Carter.

“We were moving it well, those first
two touchdowns — we were doing real
well,” suid Karsatos. "l don't know il
we relaxed or what. They held us
couple of times and I think some people
relaxed and others kept playing hard,
You've got to keep everybody up
together."

The Buckeyes were indeed flying
high on their first two offensive
ponaessions as Karsatos directed them
45 yards on 10 plays for a score, then 80
yards in just three plays for a quick 14-
3 lead. At that peint, however, the
Buckeyes bogged down and Michigan
crept to within eight (14-6) at halftime.

Did Korsatos think the Buckeyes
pulled in the offense with such
importance riding on the outcome?

“No, not really,” he answered. “We
did keep mixing it up. We kept trving to
keep them off balance, We just had a
couple of breankdowns,"”

In the carly going, though, it was
Kursutos-to-Carter for the game's first
score, a lob into the right corner from

four yards out, Avoiding o blitz,
Karsatos spotted Carter one-on-one
with cornerback Erik Campbell, The 6-
10, 170-pound junior was no mutch for
o leaping 6-3, 194-pound Carter,

Later in the game, with the Bucks
truiling 26-17 and facing extinction,
the combo hooked up one more time to
rally the Bucks. After taking what
seemed like an eternity at the line,
Kursutos finully zipped a low liner into
a diving Carter for o deamatic 17-yard
T, That brought OSU to within two
with 9:42 left to play in the game.

“That’'s what you call makeshift,”
suid Karsatos, referring to the play.
“We changed hin (Carter's) pattern on
the line, then they changed their
defense on the snap, so we changed our
patltern again as we were running it,
We just did with what we had.”

Deapite all the comebacks, catches
and touchdowns, the one play that
might hnunt Karsatos for weeks will be
o near miss that could have rearranged
the outcome und the bowl game plane
tickets,

Fucing a first down at the Michigun
36 with 2:34 left to play, Karsatos rifled
w pass headed for Carter in the end
zone, Just when it appeared that the
strike wans going to reach him,
Michigan safety Ivan Hicks got o hand
in the air and batted the ball away.
Keeping in mind that OSU had to settle
for an unsuccessful field goal attempt,
the play turned out to be a game-saver.

“I thought the pass was a good one,”
Kuarsatos suid, “but if [ had to do it
again, T would throw it higher and let
Cris go up and get it, because that's
what he does well. The defender
(Hicks) did a good job,”

Then, after a draw to Vince
Workman yielded nothing, Kuarsatos
hit Carter with a short pass that fell
two yards shy of the first down.
Following an Ohio State timeoul. the
decision was to send Matt Frantz in for
a 4G-yard field goal attempt, which
sailed wide left. Did Karsatos dispute
the play call?

“No, it wasn't my decision,” he
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cluimed. “If we would have made it. it
would huve been o great decision, It
doesn’t matter now. I's over and we
can't do anything about it."
Throughout the Buckeyes' lnst-diteh
drive, which began at their own 37,
Karsatos repeatedly heaved the hall
long down the field. Was Ohio State
thinking field goal or touchdown?
“We wanted to get down and get

Jim Karsatos Passes Over UM’s Mark Messner

close enough Tor a field goal,” Karsatos
expluined. “We were going to tuke
what they were going to give us, If we
could get it in the end zone, we wore
Roing to toke it”

Now, with the outcome of the
Michigan contest in the hopper,
Kirsatos will just hiave to take o ticket
south and hope fora final hureahin the
Cotton Bowl.

WANTED!
1986 OSU FB VHS Tapes
Colorado, Utah & Illinois
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Radford, VA 24141
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-

o ————

LOOKING FOR THE LATEST LINE?

Your most complete selection of sports periogicals

TIP SHEETS SCHEDULES NEWSPAPERS MAGAZINES

We feature: The Gold Shevt — Winnime Point — AJE Major Sports Publications

Area's Largest Selection Of Out-Of-Town Papers

| DOWNTOWN
Th.'r:w’s;rw Buckeye Books and News
5 SIN Peadl
33_?;!5:302“ .'“:.'{" (ot Goy 5t - 7 block E of gh)
M.k 7.30:10 | ~ lr:‘f-Oﬂ:
sivooe (D) et
SUN 7.30.9 . : ’ il




Originally Published: Nov. 29, 1986

o ’
The Nu bers Ga e Buckeye Sports Bulletin  Page 7
Wolverines 26, Buckeyes 24 isti
S A e : oo ; 2 Season Statistics
OHIO STATE - (PINAL WEOULAR SKASOM)  OFP
il I'ATE 14 0 3 7 24 FIRST DOVNS < 220 33 m ::?I‘I:I'T:i-'h ;o':::
0SU 4 Poabing 103 121 meysst 139 681 20 6531 AT 3 33
SU — Carter 4 pass from Karsatos (Frantz kick) 10:47 o s A Bl Lo PR BT LGRS 1 LS (LR 0
M!{ 'H — Gillette 32 field goal 4:18 SET TikDS WOSMING o1 n:: ::{:::“ ‘i n‘o ,: ‘: ;: H “
OSU — Workman 46 run (Frantz kick) 3:03 oty b Ay sM Weoleriage 10 31 1 30 30 0 7
MICH — Gillette 34 field Py Tards Osined 093 49 Tups n LU LN < T T R T |
; sillette 34 fiel _gn.nl 6:47 Tards Loat 192 181 Wigdon 1 @ o ®m 13 0N
i\;[!( ,lll —.Murns 4 run (Gillette kick) 8:53 ::2:: o f{:’, ";': ":‘: ot ¢ 2810 18 30 1M
SU = F rantz 27 field goal .’r:%li NET YANDS PASSING i i e ; :: : :: :? : :
MICH — Morris 8 run (poss failed) 3:53 ey - R IR R S e (o
g‘l‘( Ill — Wilcher 7 run (Gillette kick) 12:46 [ Mad Tnterespted 2 10 n::::* : : 5 : ::: H :
U — Carter 17 pass from Karsatos (Frantz kick) 9:42 ot g LR ot B b LIl
Att. — 90,674 (All-time record) Avarags For Play R 7 adt Y B8R Tiple e
3 ! MICH 0SsU m::nﬂl:::l ’3: “u.? rasareg
Firat Downs 27 19 it ke TR 1 B -y w0 b TR
J : o o Tups non o f
Rushing 13 8 oINS WT 3l demews ‘3 % 0 %o Boy 1is o'
gunmlr:g 13 9 [t s g iy T T 01 0 000 0000
cnally 1 2 EIP Kieking u.;! g-;n
Rushes-Yards 52.068 3 EXP Rushing 11 10 mcxivIBG %O
A 52 34-170 I Pusad 3 -0 -
Passing Yards 261 188 rield o;n': n-!‘ ﬂ:u :m: :: ‘::f ::: 1; ;:
Puasses 29-19-2 27-15.1 Safaties o 0 Vorksan 19 1E] [ ] 1 0
Offensive Plays 81 ; .El FORTSAAD BLOCKED - LA ol n L g5 ol )
Total Net Yards 529 988 T e (M N0 Tuse 12 % 51 ¢ M
Ehnrg‘l)nwn BAf, 312 613 Avarsgs Por st wa Bryeer H b T
un 2.43.0 4-41.0 Bet Average W0 395 Deveon 2 10 40, 9.7
Fumbles-Lost 1-1 ¥ R ey 0
} W - b1 290
Penaltics q{l Aversge Por Raturs 7.9 0.4 BOOKIBG YD R—P-0 EPA-X KPR KPP AY-PO FTS
Time Of Possession .Igﬁ; 2:%? "'“"-l.:“ N un: 190-0 ot S :.-ﬁ: ':::' ﬁ g ?—4‘:’ ::
! lugr:]:; Maturn a‘: 19.9  Workmes : Te=1=0 00 0-0 0-0 0-0 AB
TEe Cooper 0-0 00 0-0 0-0 36
Individunl Stutiatios Tards-10 110=1  102-2 O'Morrow O 0--0-0 1A=12 0-0 0-0 19-N 20
m T AN N Tves AaLlow | Aversgs Por Mot 1.0 N,
WE; N'Illi‘lzill.'lﬁlli N.}I| Yila )—Mlt.li’l{'-f\_ﬂ'.Murna 20210, Pereyman 7-27, Wilcher 518, G, l'IIlI.‘rrl:l-I'l;“ i l):ﬂﬂ ‘!-:l= ::::: : :n :-': g : t: ::
Vhite 5:10; Harbaugh 6.5, OHIO STATE: Workman 21:126; Cooper 6:25; Karsjtos 511 Offense 35261 25196  MWollaod 7 1-=1-0 0-p 0-00-0 0-0 .12
(_‘:u.r‘|4‘,_- |.|.,||,.,,.| 12 . Dafanse 17=196 W26 Earsatos 2 Pec0-0 0-0 0-0 1=0 0.0 12
ASSING (At Comp lut. ¥ds 1)) — MICHIGAN: Harbaugh 201922610, OHIO oy 3B 1 bemow 1 0u0l 60 6000 00 ¢
L v Kaormaton 27101+ 2, ¥ - . 1 1 0-0 0-0 0-0 6
RECEIVING (Hec Yl ) — MICHIGAN: J. Brown 564 M 84 Po 8 g e g bbb gt B - > o4 50 eeh 68 o
G WA Vi 5 o DV TATE o W s MR Rl
37: Rows 1-442; Cooper TIME OF FOSSRSETON  3N9:08 370155  FONTING O YAMDS AVG WNT/ AYG TH 130
(PUNTING (Na-Ave L ) MICHIGAN: Kobbine 243055, OHIO STATE:T upnl~lll'l~ deroriame; IS IR T Bh BSKNA I/ 1 0 '
PUNT RETURNS (No -Ave-Lyg) — MIC - A PR
s L Bt Al BT TTADYY
mm.: STATE: Holland 426 5-47; Roxs 116,016, WESIADGR G WRDARINIS te R B & N 3‘: Vohtasn Ne "‘. ‘,:: ’ ‘;
p l{:‘[;ll'l"I"Nﬁ[\"l" FUMBLES RECOVERED BY — MICHIGAN: None. OHIO STATE:
el I
INTERCEPTIONS — MICHIGAN: Melntyro. OHIO STATE: 1), B K VYIRS OIS (20-19, .435) (-3, 1-1)
TACKLES FOR LOSS ~ MICHIG ller o OHIO STATE: Keo(d Fraats (2015 .750) A3e, 21, 22e, 224, 6 G
2. Rl Tt € TCHIGAN: Moeller, Messner, OHIO STATE: Kee(2), Gordon :1':, #o. g;, :::, ;;.. :;,. '-:._ :.. :“. :h:‘r‘
1, " *y 0] = =y ., -
I-'a:l“?? Kl-l‘n‘!ll‘hllu Ans Tt I — MIC llltlr&N Macller ﬁ-H—l ¥ Melntyre 6.6:12; Rivers 368; 0'Morrow (94 .aua) 'az-, 370, -, a9, ‘:: “:=::
(1m‘|5?“";(:,:l‘:ii \‘N";:M iil‘l !::"lllh i 35, Heren 30-4; B, Harris 1:34; ey 194, W3, 31, 5= Os 90,000
" o , M 0 illory 022 Hossel 0-2-2, Will [ ) ks 51,60
Moons 0411 Bishop 0113 Arnold 0:0:1; G \\;'hnu 1401 M:lr'::r!l‘;‘lml l"‘ff t:.:ll?;.t:) : f ::‘:“‘F |m »-1 H‘ 50+ TOTAL s 68,797
:"rl;wl.r.-’.‘..n.:-:l'g;;‘ h’;l-hulk-'l‘l-l-l. ;aum.-nm £: Spielman 10419.29; Kew 4-15:19; Gordon 4. e S L3 ol
A0 1. Brown 279, Rogan ! A8 Tnaman 558 White 0-7.7; Leach 04-4: H, B e 4 :
04 4; humvm_ml-:s.:s-.M.suuimn|-2-:1xrhmn.-,.112-2-_mdmﬁ.;l.:a-.Mr{:n.'yta.'-jf;rq':?.:.:;lﬁ} -y b o+ e o el =l L (4 e g e
L Hell 01 Smith 001 Prelock 0:1-1; 0 Sullivan 0-1-1; Hook 0:1:1; Team :wls, w “1 : ‘ﬁq :‘; : :1! :-ﬂ u.luuwm- o km'”"“
MICHIGAN —  Willingh p’l”ﬂ" h;.;m g ":“,,"‘“ e R (1R Gpasiay o
13 JAN — Willinghum, Thibers, Mesaner, He W f % " 18 9.0 010 ATTENDANCE  GAMES ToTAL
:-l._.lllc‘.-n;;n.-lnl. B White, Heren, T Schulte, lell:;. (;m:,:fm:.'::w,l,. ?},‘I;:;u::". :.:::::: J LR LU r : :::.m ::.1”5:
icks, Mallory, Gant, Campbell, Arnold, Mouton, Hossel, Bighop, A, Mitehell, Robbins, PASS KNTENCKFTIONS Soasen i i
Muoona, |'l'lrt,\'m:|n. Higgine, Jokisch, Husar, Dames, lfhl:nrvr. V|11:||1cl1il|fjlr:||‘zlu|:t=l 1 “: :'-5 ': : i iy
u-illlﬂrl;l\:l:};'il)nill".'lll.nl.l. J. Heown, 1) Walker, MeMurtry, Harbaugh, G, White, Maorris, * o :‘ |’|'= ;'; : ln BPEEE SEAI AT To- &
cher, Gillette, ) v + Brown . BOLD ASNINT TOTAL LOSS BACK
OHIO STATE — Taggart. Hutchison, Staysniak, Moxloy, Uhlenh ) ot : L0 B, K6 Mpdihmg: o 340 (M0 WO
h.hum-. Zuckeroff, Shifler, Carter, Hollund, Karsitos, [’uw’:-l'l'.yi'o'nrli:'rlr:lHfl;fl‘rl\r?;‘:\ll‘.uil:r.r;::‘ m“:' :. ::; g:; : "; Kee ;: =: “ tn iy
Cooper, Mutlock, Walker, Hurris, Hoss, Fruntz, Kumerow, Graves, ||,m|"|'| Anderzael ll. Craig 1 1212.0 0 12 Rogan ] T2 s
‘Tlithr.w I]I I;‘rnwnK'ihurr |Itt|:|r “‘l::'ll' . M. Sullivan, Thomas, Lee, Tsaman, Spiclman, J - ! STHELE 8 :' Rro :: B :‘ 9
ullivan, Jenking, Keo, Leach, Gordon, Bell, White, Jucksan, Robinson, Dumas, Smith, 431 Tard Beturn oF Totbrcepted TWALOAD  Labth L
L Brown, Tupa, O'Morrow, 13 Yard I.l.::: :l‘ nm-n:: l'-bl: l...:“. ‘:s ;lﬁ: 5& E:;: ;:::
russes wocms o7 00 e 3 B W Eib et
. ':mm. :‘mh. !-Jutm.l:::la. 3 2 1 N2 T-2 2-12
A Personal Invitation from Coach Bruce... g e v o VR el S T~ o
Join the Buckeye Boosters and support athletics at OSU. S Satosn s 8 BuUN
Free admission to: N-ogan, J-Kes, Isssan, 2-Ridder e w4 % R
% it » ’ " 0 .
Spring Practice Game, Quarterback Club Meetings, LRy Kmmehey Loton, S alane i A
Meet-The-Team Day in August. Buckeye Boosters g Srinis 3 & el
sponsors five away game trips plus a bowl trip, includi WSS hcovioms [(nvmmIV) (41) Melliaeh:  § 3 &
,including A-Gordon, 3-D.Brown, 1-Anderack, Migdon, N
flights to Washington, lowa and Wisconsin and bus trips Rovs MNryns Lapel Loes “x"-“":"- ;;"":' 2oy
to Indiana and Purdue. A sy i ok Thewoms, S R kR
. . ovie
Annual Membership: $25. Famil rocns !
< p: §25. Family 08U FOMMLES - NONNCR/LOST {21/11)  Craig 2 ! s
me Vorkman (1/5) Beyant (1/3) Cooper (1/3)  Mutehison 2 T
2 Karsstea (1/0) Boan (A/0) *Teaa® (1/0) Ball 1 2 3
Carla;
Phone A { Included MLOCED E1CES () Bollaed : : )
m';:,l:nocl to: Buckeye Bmcuu 1855 E. Dublin-Granville 1H.Bullives (Peat), Lee (Field Goul) ::::m : g :
Columbus, Onhio 43229
. TOOCHDONN VRS o
Cuisttions? Call our office at B14/431-2323 Hrsspehr o R ) ::::.. 1‘1 : f
™ 1 o
raeuEs REcovERED [OrrEEaIvR) (10) lo:;!rvl'l' 1 L B ll
3-Cartar, Earsatos, V-Moas, Jpielman, Valker o 1 1
Staysnink, Vorkwan Tenn® 10457




Originally Published: Jan. 10, 1987

Buckeye Sports Bulletin

Page 5

End Of Career Emotional For Karsatos

After the Ohio State defense had
intercepted Texas A&M quarterback
Kevin Murray five times in a 2812
Cotton HBowl victory, Buckeye
quarterback Jim Korsatos was asked if
he would like to go up against that
same defense under game conditions.

"1 don't know,” answered Karsatos,
who completed 10 of 21 passes for 195
vards in his final game as 0 Buckeye,
“We face them in practice. At the
beginning of practice, they usually
win. By the end of practice, we usually
win. So it's kind of a standoff.”

But this confrontation, in front of
74,188 spectators, came out the right
way for Karsatos as he closed out his
collegiate carcer with a victory.

One seribe asked the senior signal
caller from Fullerton, Calif., about
finally having finished his “15-year”
08U career,

“Thanks n lot. Try six,” snapped
Karsatos in a joking tone, “But no,asa
matter of fact, I'm trying to control my
emotions right now. I'm just happy. 1
don’t know what to say right now. I'll
have to talk to the guys individually
later,

“But the young guys played their
hearts out for the seniors and the
seniors were just out there to win the
game and have fun. Which we did. |
think all of the seniors will tell you they
had a great time." d

ONE SENIOR WHO will tell you he

had o great time was inside linebacker

Michael Kee.

Kee, out of Columbus Enstmoor High
School, enpped his five-year career by
intercepting a Murray pass and
returning it for a touchdown late in the
fourth quarter. His TD jaunt — it
seemed to take him forever to cover the
49 yirds down the left sideline — was

“Quotebook”

hin first as a collegian.

“I'm just grateful to get an
interception like that,” said Kee, who
also had o team-leading 12 tackles,
including one for a loss, “Darryl Lee
kind of came up and hit the
quarterback, made him throw a bad
pass and it came right to me. 1 just had
to look it in."

It was a perfect ending to his playing
daya at OSU.

- “I'd have to think so,” said Kee, a
second-team All-Big Ten selection this
senson. "The kind of injuries I've had
and just to come back and get that
touchdown like that, it was a great
feeling.”

One of the first people to meet Kee
when he returned to the bench was his
high school conch, Bob Stuart,

Now o volunteer conch with the
Buckeyes, Stuart was head coach at
Eastmoor for 26 years, turning out
such standouta as Archie, Ray,
Duncan and Keith Griffin, Doug
VanHorn, Byron Lee, Mike Guess, Ken
Hollister, Paul Naumoff and many,
muny more, including Kee,

"“He was pretty proud,” said Kee.
“Like I said, it wans just n good feeling
to end it like that.”

0OSU CO-CAPTAIN Sonny
Gordon, o first-team All-Big Ten pick,
said the team accepted the challenge to
bounce back from the low at the start of
the season, the highs in the middle and
another low ot the end with the loss to
arch-rival Michigan,

“This was o big challenge for us, to
#ee if we could bounce back from
defeat,” said Gordon, who had one of
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OHIO TOLL FREE
800-628-4678

NEXT TO THE
VARSITY CLUB

OSU's five pass thefts, 1 think this is
going to set our underclassmen on their
way for next season, This is the way [
wanted to go out, with a big bang.”

Could Gordon, in his wildest dreams,
imagine Ohio State recording five
interceptions against Murray?

“We averaged something like four
turnovers a game,” replied the senior
roverback from Middletown (Ohio)
High School. "1 wouldn't have
imagined five interceptions. Maybe
something like three or four.”

SENIOR CENTER Bob Maggs
also liked the way his Ohio State story
ended.

“Oh, yeah, a great ending,” said the
two-time All-Big Ten selection, I came
in winning my first year and I went out
now a winner. I'm real happy, but yet
sod my career is over. [ had n great time
at Ohio State. I'd never change
anything about it. 1t's just real mixed
emotions 1 have right now.”

PRIOR TO THE game, Karsatos
was asked about his size. Several
references were made that he looked
more like an offensive guard than n
quarterback.

“They all think I'm a little big for a
quarterback,” said Karsatos, "But you
know, it's not the size, it's the quality of
the package.”

CHRIS SPIELMAN got off a
couple of quotable quotes during
various pre-game interviews.

“The atmosphere, the part of being
here at a bowl game is a reward,” said
Spielman. “Last night we were sitting
there, we had a nice Texas barbecue,
we had cowboy hats, Today, we are
going to a dude ranch, and we can pop
on a horse for n few minutes, These are
the things the committee has planned
for us and things like that. What you

Real

Fan's
Edition

Buckeye
Re$

are doing is living rich for a week, That
in n good feeling."

Spielman addressed the issue of
playing against the Aggies,

“With the type of people we have
played, week in and week out, in
playing Alabama and Washington,
and the Big Ten schedule, we play a
number of great athletes each week,”
snid Spielman. “We have a tremendous
amount of confidence in our abilities,

“They tell you when you come to
Ohio State, you're a good football
player or you would not be playing at
an Ohio State, a Michigan or Texas
A&M. We respect our opponents, but
then again, we are not going to be up
here shaking and being intimidated.
We are going out there to play. When it
comes time to strap them up, we will be
there and they will be there.”

JUNIOR SAFETY William White
was naked about the Buckeyes losing
senior roverback Sonny Gordon after
this season.

“I'll miss him something terrible,”
naid White, feigning a cry. "We've held
hands in the huddle for three years,
He's always out there. T have really
good confidence in him. We know each
other, without even saying anything.
The coaches like a lot of communica-
tion on the field. But me and Sonny
very seldom say anything, and yet we
always seem to be on the right page.”

GARY BLACKNEY, Ohio State's
defonsive coordinator, was asked
whether the game would be a high-
scoring or low-scoring affair,

“I hope it is low scoring,” said
Blackney, “'because I have to meet with
Coach Bruce Friday morning. 1 hope
it low scoring and we come out the
winner. But the potential for a high.
scoring game is Lthere. ™

Includes Cotton Bowl!!
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of 1986 OSU football
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informative graphics
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OSU In Cotton Win
Thanks To Defense

By Dave Waithus

In arder to win on the other guy's
playground, you sometimes have to
steal the ball and run the other way.

That was the formula Ohio State
followed to perfection on New Year's
Day as the football Buckeyes
intercepted Texas A&M's bid for o
second straight Cotton Bowl triumph
in Dallas. Picking off Aggie
quarterback Kevin Murray five times
in the second halfl — including twice for
touchdowna — Ohio State rallied for a
28:12 victory and capped a wild and
eventful 103 season,

“We did a great job defensing that
football team (the Aggies). The whole
football team did a good job," said a
dapper Ohio State conch Earle Bruce,
who appeared before a Cotton Bowl
crowd of 74,188 resplendently attired
in a dark suit and matching fedora,
“The (Buckeye) defense, facing
adversity at times, fought back and put
some points on the scoreboard. That
was the difference in the game."

Actually, the entire OSU squad faced
adverse conditions in sunny Dallas as
it represented the Big Ten for the first
time in the 51-year history of the

Cotton Bowl, Challenging Texas A&M
— which entered the gome 9.2 and
ranked eighth in the nation — the
Buckeyes faced o task similar to taking
on USC or UCLA out west in their own
back yard.

However, not even the waving white
towels or the maroon-clad Aggie “12th
Man" could halt the Buckeye tide once
Chris Spielman ignited a wave of Ohio
State interceptions.

Normally serving as a catalyst with
his  stiff defense and bonejarring
tackles, Spielman could hardly wait to
#ethis hands ona Murray passearly in
the third period.

Trailing 7-6 at the half, A&M — the
champion of the Southwest Conference
for the second straight year — set up
shop deep in its own territory at the 18,
Two plays and a penalty moved the
Aggies back to the 156, and Murray,
who was five of 12 for 79 yards and no
interceptions in the first half, hed

The business suit and dresa hat of
coach Earle Bruce were not the only
things new around the Ohio State
football tenm as it took on — and
pounded — the Aggies of Texas A&M
in the Cotton Bowl on Jan. 1.

The Buckeyes scampered onto the
field for their pre-game conditioning
and workouts sporting new red shoes.

“I've got to be honest with you,”
said Bruce after OSU had gained a 28.
12 victory over the Aggies, "It was a
Nike promotion. They thought the red
shoes were flashy. You win some, you
lose some, [t might be red shoes from
now on. I think 70 or 80 or 90 percent
liked them."”

Outside linebacker Chris Spielman
was one of those who liked the new
shoes.

“I'm going to wear them the rest of
the year,” said Spielman, a
unanimous selection as the game's
most valuable defensive performer. 1

Bucks Unveil Surprise
With Spiffy Red Shoes

scored a touchdown. [ like the red
shoes."

Ohio State athletic director Rick
Bay was not as sure about the new
footwenr, .

“At first,” soid Bay, “1 didn't like
the red shoes, And then I thought
well, anything that can detract from
the red shoes is good. But I didn't
expect o yuit.”

Bay was alluding to Bruce's attire,

Archie Griffin, the only two-time
winner of the Heisman Trophy, told
of the Buckeyes having worn red
shoes in the past. According to
Giriffin, Ohio State teamas of 1972 and
1973 donned red shoes ot the
discretion of the players, The last
time any Buckeyes wore red shoes
was in the 1976 Rose Bowl.

“People probably didn't notice
them that much,” said Griffin of the
Cotton  Bowl experience with new
footwear. “But the players liked the
look and they wanted to change.”

for his favorite receiver, tight end Rod
Bernatine,

Instead, however, he found
Spielman, who was lurking in the
middle at his linebacker spot.
Although intercepting the pass was no

The Numbers Game

Buckeyes 28, Aggies 12 )
OHIO STATE 0 1 14 7 28
TEXAS A&M 3 3 0 6 12
A&M — Slater 30 field goal 10:456
OSU — Karsatos 3 run (Frantz kick) 14:19
A&M — Slater 44 field goal 9:27
08U — Spielman 24 interception return (Frantz kick) 13:39
- OSU — Workman 8 run (Frantz kick) 7:16
A&M — Vick 2 run (pass failed) 9:10
0OSU — Kee 49 interception return (Frantz kick) 2:49
Att. — 74,188
08U A&M
First Downs 16 18
Rushing 10 10
Passing 6 7
Penalty 0 1
Rushes-Yards 36-85 42-160
Passing Yards 218 136
Passes 29-13-3 33-13-5
Offensive Plays 65 mnH
Total Net Yards 303 296
Third Down Eff.' 917 317
Punts 6-35.2 6-42.2
Fumbles-Lost 1-0 1-0
Penalties 11-70 316
Time Of Possession 28:37 31:28

Individual Statistics
RUSHING (Att.-Net Ydu.) — OHIO STATE: Cooper 13-60;: Workmun 13-45; Bryant 2.3;
Karsatos 42 Tupa 2-4minus 5); Holland 2{minus 15). TEXAS A&M: Vick 24:-113; Woodside
11-32; Murray 5:12; Valentine 1-5; Bernstine 14{minus 2).
PASSING (Att-Comp.-Int.-Yds. TD) — OHIO STATE: Karsatos 21-10-2-195.0; Tupa 8-3-
1-230. TEXAS A&M: Murray 31-12.6:143.0; Stump 2-1-0{minus 7)0.
RECEIVING (Rec.-Yds) — OHIO STATE: Harris 6:105; Carter 461; Holland 1-37,
Cooper 1:10; Ross 1-6. TEXAS A&M: Bernatine 4:59; Walker 3:35; Woodside 3:14; Vick 2-17;

Thompson 1-11,

PUNTING (No-Ave.Lg.) = OHIO STATE: Tupa 6-35,2.58; TEXAS A&M: Stump 1-41.0-

41; Tachantz 542260,

PUNT RETURNS (No.-Ave-Lg.) — OH10 STATE: Ross 1-8.0.8. TEXAS A&M: Harris 2-

4656,

KICKOFF RETURNS (No.-Ave.-Lg.) = OHIO STATE:; Rosa 1:17.0:17; Holland 1-13.0-13;
M. Bullivan 14,04, TEXAS A&M: Harrin 4.16.0-23,
DEFENSIVE FUMBLES RECOVERED BY — OHIO STATE: None. TEXAS A&M:

one,
INTERCEPTIONS — OHIO STATE: Spielman 2, Gordon, Kumerow, Kee. TEXAS A& M:

Brooks, Kelm, Morria.

TACKLES FOR LOSS — OHIO STATE: Lee, McCray, Spielman, Kee, Leach, Gordon.

TEXAS A&M: Roper, Saddler, Muller, Howard, Kelm, H

olland.

TACKLES (Solo-Ass. Tot.) — OHIO STATE: Kee 11-1:12; Spielman 7-4:11; Leach 6-5.11;
Rogan 4-3.7; D, Brown 4-3.7; Gordon 2:3.5; Kumerow 4-1.5; Bell 2.2-4; McCray 3-1-4; White 3+
0-3; Thomas 20-2; M. Sullivan 1-1-2; Showalter 2.0-2; Lee 20-2; Jackson 1-0-1; Dumas 10:1.
TEXAS A&M: Kelm 9-4-13; Howard 9312; Holland 8-3:11; Brooks 8:08; Bullitt 3.58;
Corrington 5-2-7; Saddler 2-2-4; Muller 3-1-4; Flowers 1-23; Morris 3.0-3; O'Brient 30.;
Roper 1-1-2; Holley 2:0-2; Jones 1-1-2; Balear 1-1-2; Haverd 1-40-1; Motley 1:0-1; Tankersley 1-

0-1.

unique feat for the Buckeye junior,
Spielman — who was later named the
game's most valuable defensive player
— broke new ground when he revved
up his new red shoes and raced 24
yards for his first collegiate
touchdown, Suddenly, following Matt
Frantz's successful extra point, the
Bucks were the proud owners of o 14-6
lead.

Not to be overshadowed in his final
game as 0 Buckeye, senior roverback
Sonny Gordon further spoiled
Murray's New Year's celebration when
he halted the Aggies' ensuing drive
with a diving interception at the OSU
41. That pass waos also intended for
Bernstine, but Gordon picked it of fand
pointed Ohio State toward its game-
breaking score.

Buckeye quarterback Jim Karsatos
hooked up with split end Nate Harris
for 30 of those yards to the Aggie 31.
Two plays yielded only two more
yards, so Karsatos went back to Harris
on third down, Catching the ballin the
flat, Harris cut in behind a good block
from tailback Vince Workman and
moved 18 yards to the 11. f

Workman, who gained just 45 yards
in 13 attempta during the contest,
made hig longest run of the day — eight
yards — count for six big points to cap
the ‘march. Taking a pitch left from
Karsatos on third down, Workman
outraced the Aggie defenders to the
flag for the TD. The score, including
the point after, gave the charged-up
Buckeyes a healthy 21-6 advantage
with 7:19 left in the third period.

“We played very well defensively in
the second half, but we did not play
very well offensively in the second
half,” said A&M coach Jackie Sherrill.
“You're not going to make that many
turnovers and be in the game with a
team like Ohio State.

“We knew Ohio State was a very
#ood football team,” he continued, “but

to Keith Woodside failed, however, and
Ohio State maintained the upper hand
with a 2112 lead,

Vick, who hurt the Buckeyes with 52
yards in the first half, earned most
valuable offensive player honors for
the game, as he finished with 113 yards
on 24 carries, The closest player to
Vick's total on the ground wus OSLU's
George Cooper, who managed 55 yards
in 13 carnies.

Following the touchdown, Ohio
State suffered its last anxiety attack of
the day, as A&M forced a Buckeye punt
from the 12. Tupa's punt carried only to
the OSUI 46, and the Aggies were back
inaction at the 43 with 6:32 leftto play.

Onee again, though, it was Spielman
to the rescue as Murray's rough second
half became a record-setting
nightmare. Overall, Murray's five
interceptions broke the dubious Cotton
Bowl mark of four, which had been
held by former Notre Dame
quarterback Joe Montana, The grand
total of eight interceptions in the game
(five by Murray, two by Karsatos, one
by Tupa) also tied n Cotton Bow| record
which had stood since 1962 when
Mississippi and Texas combined for
eight.

On second down from the Buckeye
45, Murray again found Spielman, and
the junior All-American returned the
ball 10 yards before he wan finally
brought down.

“I felt like we were still in the game
until the fourth interception,” claimed
Sherrill. “We did throw the ball well at
times, but Il don’t think we threw it with
the sume velocity as we have in the

Buckeye linebacker Michael Kee put
the finishing touches on Murray and
Texas A&M's nightmare a short time
later when the Aggies loaded up for one
last attempt at a miracle comeback.

_Wilh the clock heading for the three-

we didn't know they would make the
great plays they did.”

Although the *Buckeyes did get
another big play in the form of an Eric
Kumerow interception to open the
fourth quarter, it was an Alex Morris
theft of a Karsatos pass which kept
A&M in the game.

Following Morris' effort, which gave
the Aggies the ball on OSU's 42,
Murray guided A&M into the end zone.
Using a pair of Ohio State penalties to
their ndvantage, the Aggies finally hit
paydirt when Roger Vick scored from
two yards away, A two-point
conversion pass attempt from Murray

te mark, Murray dropped back to
pass. The aerial found Kee in the
middle, though and the Buckeye
senior rambled 49 yards for a
touchdown and capped O0SU's
stunning 28:12 victory.

Ohio State's second-half defensive
efforts also offset u first half that was
spiced with a lot of impressive A&M
offense. The Aggies, however, could
not put the ball in the end zone and
were forced to settle for a pair of field
goals,

In fact, A&M struck first when it
took the opening kickoff and marched

Continued On Page 20
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The View From 15th and High

By Frank L. Moskowitz, BSB Publisher

Credit Cotton Bowl Victory To Defense

The Ohio State defense owed the
team one.

The OSU offense put 24 points on the
board against Michigan in the regular
seanon finale, normally enough to put
the Wolverines away. But the defense,
touted as the strength of the team and
featuring some of the best players in
the country, was unable to contain
Michigan, giving up 529 yards and
allowing the Maize and Blue to keep
Ohio State from realizing a truly
storybook ending to a season that had
started in such turmoil.

With the Rose Bowl part of the seript
out of the question, however, the
Buckeyes still came up with a fine
ending to their 1986 astory. Their
victory over Texas A&M was an
impressive one, and you can chalk this
one up to that same defense that
allowed Michigan to control the ball so
well just o few weeks earlier.

To fully appreciate the job that the
051 defense did, you have to
appreciate what the Aggies had done
on offense this season. They were
averaging 440.2 yards a game, third in
the country and were averaging 32.7
points an outing. Ohio State held A&M
to 296 vards and just 12 points, with
only one touchdown, scored on a drive
aided by two major penalites against
the Bucks, Only Arkansas, which
weored n 14-10 victory in Little Rock,
held the Aggies to fewer points,

The two-time Southwest Conference
champions had converted on 46,7
percent of their third downs during the
regular season, but clicked only three
times in 17 tries against OSU for 17.6
percent.

The job that the Buckeyes did on
A&M quarterback Kevin Mureay and
the Aggie passing game wos eapecially
outstanding. Murray had a superb
1986 season, completing 60.7 percent of
his 39 passea for 2,463 yards, 17
touchdowns and only eight
interceptions, Murray had been picked
off only once in his last seven games.

The Buckeyes intercepted him five
times, holding him to only 12 of 31
passing for 143 yards, more than B0
yards below the 223.9 he was
avernging coming into the game.

Much credit has to be given, not only
for the Buckeyes' execution on defense,
but to the defensive game plan drawn
up by the coaches. Murray was clearly
confused on several occasions and his
atatistics during the game speak for
both themselves and the OSU defense.
On several plays where the Buckeyes
chose to mount only a minimal pass
rush, Murray had as much time as he
wanted in the pocket, but was still
unable to find a receiver,

About the only fault 1 could find with
the Buckeye defense was that on
several occasions OSU players hit
Aggie runners hard at the line of
scrimmage, but A&M was still able to
turn the plays into solid gains.

AS FOR THE OSU offense, it was
not spectacular, but it did what it had
to do to win. I was especially impressed
with the way Ohio State, recognizing
that All-American Cris Carter was
receiving double and triple coverage,
looked to other receivers. At times this
season, | felt the Buckeyes were guilty
of forcing the ball to Carter instead of
looking to secondary receivers,

By looking elsewhere against Texas

A&M, quarterbacks Jim Karsatos and
Tom Tupa were able to hit Nate Harris
#ix times for 106 vards, including a big
Hl.yarder, and Jamie Holland hauled
in an outstanding 37.yarder to set up
OSU’s first touchdown. Holland might
have had more if he had a little better
luck holding on to the ball,

Carter was still able to pull in four
passes for 61 yards, more yards than
any Aggie receiver. The Buckeyes
would be well gerved, however, if they
learn a lesson from their success ot the
Cotton Bowl and design the passing
game to go elsewhere when Carter is
covered. Eventually, if other receivers
turn in games like Harrisdid in Dallas,
defense will loosen up on Carter, truly
one of the best in the game.

IT WAS INTERESTING to note
that while Oklahoma linebacker Brian
Bosworth was sidelined at the Orange
Bowl because traces of steroids were
detected in hia system, OSU linebacker
Chris Spielman turned in o gome-
breaking performance against the
Aggies. That has to help Spielman’s
stock in terma of next season’s post
season awards,

IT IS THE VIEW from this corner
that winning is the bottom line for
most Ohio State fans, [f OSU had lost
to Texas A&M, Earle Bruce would
have, no doubt, been ridiculed for his
new sideline attire.  However, with
OSUs  convincing  win  over the
Southwest Conference champs, the
conch's dress became just one more
subject for conversation at post-game
victory parties,

One thing is certain. Hruce and his
Buckeyes went over well in Texas, If
you go down there, you appreciate the
fact that most peaple in Texas, unless
they went to A&M, hate the Aggies. So
the Buckeyes won one for the entire
non-A&M oriented part of the state.
And they won convineingly.

With the Ohio State defense doing an
impressive job of stopping the high-
powered Aggie offense and the OSU
offense connecting on several long
passes, Bruce came off in Texas os
innovative, And after the Dallas
papers featured stories on how Bruce
lacked color, Texans probably even
found the Buckeye conch a little
colorful after he surprised football fans
with his formal attire. Tom Landry
isn't considered the most colorful
coach either and he's done very well in
Dallas wearing a suit and hat.

Ohio State waa so well received in
Dallas that one is left wondering if the
Buckeyes might not land a Texas prep
pros in the near future. By my
recollection, the last football player to
come to Columbus from Texns was
Victor Langley, an extremely highly
regarded running back from the Dallus
area who chose OSU over Texas and
Oklahoma in 1880. Thinga did not
work out at Ohio State for Langley and
the Bucks haven't landed a Texan

since.

BACK IN August, Buckeye Sports
Bulletin ran its annual preseason
consensus top twenty, compiled from
the preseason picks of several major
publications. In that poll, the Ohio
State football team was chosen to come
in ninth.

After all the ups and downs for the
Buckeyes in 1986, they ended up
finishing seventh in the final AP poll.

Interestingly, Ohio State finished
ahead off all three teams that defeated
the Buckeyes this season, in the final
poll.

By the way, in that preseason
consensus  poll, Oklahoma was the
choice to finish first, followed by
Michigan, Miami, Alabama, Penn
State, Texas A&M and Nebraska, The
Buckeyes and Tennessee rounded out
the top ten, tied for the ninth spot.

THE BIG WIN in the Cotton Bowl
could give OSU some excellent
momentum heading into 1987 when
the Buckeyes agnin face an extremely
tough schedule. Not only must Ohio
State play West Virginia and travel to
LSU in 1987, but the Bucks close their
campaign with lowa at home and
Michigan in Ann Arbor. In addition,
the Buckeyes drop Northwestern from
the schedule in 1987 and pick up
Michigan State.

PERHAPS ONE OF the most

moving momenta at the Cotton Bowl

came when nearly every Ohio State fan
in attendance stayed after the game to
wateh and listen to the OSU marching
band perform the Seript Ohio.
Throughout the game, Buckeye fans
had to be impressed with the assorted
cheers that every Agge seemed to
know by heart, The impressive spiritof
the Aggie fans made OSU's victory
that much sweéeter and the post-game
performance gave the Ohio State
faithful a chance to show that they,
too, have traditions and pride in their
wchool. ;

THE WINNER OF the trip for two
to the Cotton Bowl in BSH's Buckeye
Bowl Bonanza was Marie Weidman of,
interestingly enough, San  Antonio,
Texan,

The two-for-one gift subscription
offer that we had in conjunction with
the contest is valid until Feb, 15, 1987,
#o if you are still looking for a late gift
for two peaple, take advantage of this
chance to buy two gift subscriptions for
$21 today.

Bruce Seeks New Image

Continued From Page 1

Bruce remembers the conversation,
which came shortly after the 1310 win
over Colorado,

“He snid ‘vou'd better change your
image, " waid Bruce. “Those were his
exact words."

Bay picks it up from there;

“T went in and said ‘you know, it will
take some of the pressure off the kids,
Even vour detractors will smile and
any the guy does have a sense of humor
and is concerned about what others
say, is sensitive to what others think.' |
waid "vou ought to come out there with a
tux.” He said ‘Holy God, I can’t possibly
do that He was thinking about
throwing me out of the office.”

The thought of Bruce wearing o
tuxedo was a little too much,

“Well,”” snid Bay, “at least a suit. |
said I think it will really make a
statement. The kids will be more
relaxed and they'll enjoy it. Well, he
said, ‘well, it's not n bad idea. Let me
think about it." That's the last I said
about it.

“He didn't do anything about it for
10 weeks,"” continued Bay. “"When he
came out today, I was as shocked ag
anyone else, I'm now officially his
fashion consultant, I carry his clothes
around. But I'm not taking blame for
the hat. I didn't have anvthing to do
with the hat. I'm taking the fifth on
that”

Someone suggested that Bruce had
even outdressed A&M coach Jackie
Sherrill, himself a dapper dresser.

“Ido think it helped his image,"” said
Sherrill. “I think it helped his physique
a little bit, You know, wearing dark
suits makes you look a little thinner.”

Bruce agreed.
¥ "I}'uu'n- right about that, they really

0.

Again, the question came up about
whether Bruce would continue to dress
up for Buckeve games.

“It might be a new image,” said
Bruce. “1 don’t know. I used to dress
like this all the time in high school ball.
We all dress sort of casual. But when
we come to Dallas they all dress up.
They put you to shame. We have
threads up North too, you know.”

Buckeyes Intercept Aggies

Continued From Page 8

to the OSU 14, A thirddown pass
intended for Bernstine sailed high,
though, and Sherrill was content to
uttin for Scott Slater's 30-yard field
goal.

Ohio State took that notion one step
further on its first possession, as the
Bucks took the ensuing kick and
charged toward the Aggie end zone.
Karsatos and Harris — who finished
as the game's lending receiver with six
catches for 106 yards — hooked up for
51 of the yards on one pass play down
the left sideline. The drive misfired,
however, when A&M's Terrance
Hrooks intercepted a pass intended for
Cris Carter in the end zone.

Using even more big plays,
inclading a leaping 33-yard reception
by Carter on third down, Ohio State
finally dented the scoreboard on the
second play of the second quarter.

Shortly after n diving Jamie Holland
moved the Buckeyes to the one with a
38.yard catch, Karsatos faced second
down from the three. Rolling right with
tailback Jim Bryant on the option,
Karsatos faked a pitch and cut in for
the score. The march covered 80 yards,
and it gave the Bucks the lead for good
at 7-3.

The Aggies, however, narrowed the
gap at 9:27 before intermission when a
poor Tupa punt gave them the ball at
the Ohio State 29. The OSU defense
allowed them only two yards in thrge
plays, though, and A&M was again
forced to settle for Slater's field goal,
which came from 44 yards away.

A&M even threatened once more in
the half, but two straight
incompletions left the Aggies at the
Buckeye 36. This time, Slater's 53-yard
attempt was wide to the right and the
Hn;.'rh held their alim 7-6 lead ot the
half.



