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“For The Buckeye Fan Who Needs To Know More"

Longtime Assistant Brings Drive To New Role

Pagac Takes

By JEFF RAPP

Buckeys Sporta Bulletin Btall Writer

To home in on spring drills — or any
Ohio State football practice for that
matter — is to know the incessant bark
of Fred Pagnc.

The fiery firat-yenr defensive coor-
dinator likes to use hig lungs to amplify
his point and sometimes raises more
than the decibel level. Poor decisions
are annoying but can be rectified, Pagnc
asserts, and usually warrant a kind of
hut-ho response.

A lack of effort or apparent dewsire,
however, is so0 mind-boggling to Pagac
that his eyes often widen greatly and an
oceasional apittle of chewing dip shoots
from his feared mouth when addreasing
the problem.

Pagac aven tends to point the bill of
his conching cap to the back, further il-
lustrating the unmatched intensity in

his face, just in case the offending
* player ian't already skittish in his
presance.

*His coaching style is always going to
be the same,” linebacker Ryan Miller
said. “What you mee is what you get
with him. He has a lot of intensity. |
wouldn't say he goes crazy on you, but
he definitely leta you know.”

Sull, Miller and his teammates think
of Pagac as a players’ coach.

"Coach Pug 1s very vocal and very
energized, but he's not as much like
that off the field.” snid defenmve tackle
Winfield Garnett, a resident of departed
coordinator Bill Young's doghouse last
year. “A lot of players, once they get on
the field, they change. He tries to keep
that from happening.

“But when he gets in your face, 99
percent of the time it's warranted. He's
not going to just blow up on you for no
reason. | like Conch Pug. If I'm playing
wall he tells me, and if I'm playing like
crap you can bet I'm geing to hear nbout
it. But when someone tells you the
truth, how can you complain?”

Added head coach John Cooper, who
elevated Pagac to the coordinator spot
in February when Young left for n
similar post at Oklahoma, “The players
love Fred. A lot of them he's recruited.
A lot of them he's coached. They all
respect him.”

Noarly everyone affiliated with OSU
football seems to cherish the fact that
Pagac, n Buckeye tight end from 1971
73, ia the resident drill sergeant and
last true link between legendary coach
Woody Hayes and the program. Some-
times they even wonder if the spirit of
the old man in the biack baseball cap is
indeed emanating from Pagac, whose
affilintion with smash-mouth football
began while growing up in a tiny
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GET TO THE BALL — New Ohio State defensive coordinator Fred Pagac gets into a stance to tell

a member of the defense what he wants during a drill. Pagac, a former OSU player and 19-year
member of the coaching staff, was promoted to coordinator during the off-season.

Ott Commits To Ohio State;
Glenn Leads Draft Parade

Pennsylvania burg.

“Football has been my whole life and
I enjoy being around it, I'm maybe
trying to coach as [ played,” said Pagac,
who went on to a five-year NFL career
before joining the OSU staff in 1978. 1
like to think of myself as n hustler-type
player, and I'm going to hustle ns a
conch.

“I'm a pretty competitive guy and I
love my job. It's not hard to be
enthusiastic about something you like
to do,” he said.

On the subject of the daily practice
field shouts, Pagac has o what's-the-big-
deal response.

"Being overbearing is part of footbal),
isn't it? I think the kid that comes here
loves football and he expects to be
driven. It's the conches' job to do that,”
he said.

“At the same time, every individunl
in different and you have to treat people
differently.”

Proving his surprising flexibility,
Pagac already has designa on tinkering
with the personnel and structure of the

Continued On Page 12

By STEVE HELWAGEN
Huekeye Sports Hulletin Editor

The weekend of April 19-20 was a
good one for Ohio State in terms of
players coming into and moving out
of the feotball program.

Coming through the in door waa
Cincinnati Elder linebacker Jason
Ott, who announced his verbal com-
mitment for the Buckeyes at his
school on April 19,

Ott, already tabbed as one of
Ohio's top prep players for next year,
became the first member of OSU's
1997 recruiting clasa. He chose OSU
over Michigan and Notre Dame.

“I've known for a while now that
I've been leaning toward Ohio State
and that [ wanted to go to Ohio
State,” Ott told BSB.

For mare on his verbal commit.

ment, see “"Recruiting Outlock™ on
page 15.

It was also a banner weekend for
four former Buckeyes who were
selectod in the National Football
Lengue draft.

For the second yoar in a row, OSU
had three first-round picks in the
draft, led by flanker Terry Glenn,
who went to the New England
Patriots na the seventh pick.

The Oakland Raiders then traded
up to pick tight end Rickey Dudley
with the ninth pick. Heisman
Trophy-winning  tailback  Eddie
George went to the Houston Oilers
with the 14th pick.

Quarterback Bobby Hoying was a
third-round pick of the Philadelphia
Eagles, going 85th overall.

For more on the draft, see our
story on page 5,
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Raiders Trade Up For Dudley; George Headed To Houston

Pats Make Early Jump Pay Off For Glenn

By JEFF RAPP

Duckeye Sporis Bulletin Staff Wreiter

They cama from four vastly different
backgrounds and with little or no fan.
fare. But through those foremost of
corny conch catch phrases — por-
severance, hard wark, and dedieation —
they hung their own star while helping
Ohio State field its most imposing of-
ferine in school history.

They were not able to end their col-
lege careers ns winners on the field, but
at the G1st annual NFL draft April 20,
they were given the ultimate player
recognition.

They are Terry Glenn, Rickey Dud-
ley, Eddie George and Bobby Hoying,
and their individual success stories will
now continue to shine in professional
football,

The recent run on Buckeyes in the
draft continued when Glenn, a former
walk-on from Columbus, was picked
seventh overall by the New England
Patriots. Momenta later, Dudley, who
played just twe years of football at OSU,
was nabbed by the Onkland Raiders
with tha ninth pick.

It marked just the esighth time col-
loge teammates were taken in the top
10 of the same draft. The seventh had
come oarlier in the day when Tllinois
linebackers Kovin Hardy and Simeon
Rice were chosen at Noa. 2 and 3.

“We're very excited,” said Glenn's
agent, Brig Owena. *“Terry likea the fact
he's going to n team coached by Bill
Parcolls, a good teacher of the game
whao believes in fundamentals, At this
lavel, you've got to put your past behind
you and bring it up a few notches and
Terry understands that.”

Glenn was concerned he might have
hurt his standing with a subpar
workout in front of scouts at QSU
March 8. But he improved his marks in
the 40-yard dash at a second, privats
workout and was taken about as high as
possible, even though the New York
Giants, at No. 5, also showed an inter-
est. That receiver Kayshawn Johnson of
USC was taken first overall by the Jets
while Glenn was the reigning Bilet-
nikoff Award winner was no matter.

“A lot of cluba [ talked to said they
had seen him on film and they knew
what he could do,” Owens said. “They
knaw he had great speed.”

Things worked out similarly well for
Dudley, the one-time Texns Clasas 4A
player of the year who came to OSU on
a basketball scholarship. A franchise
traditionally built on outstanding, often
misunderstood talents, the Raiders saw
Dudlay ns a parfect fit for their vertical
passing game and traded a bevy of picks
to Houston to move up to No. 9.

“When the Raiders traded up, I kind
of thought they'd pick me,” Dudley told
roportors, “Then when I heard my
name, I just smiled. I'm just grateful for
the chance. Now I just have to go do
something.”

Player agent Joel Segal watched the
draft with Dudley from Dudley’s
Henderson, Texas, home. The suspense
was minimal as Segal spent much of the
maorning on the phone with Raiders rep-
rosentatives, who had vowed to do
whatever necessary to land Dudley.

“This is what they wanted and what
he wanted,” said Segnl, ndding that
three other unnamed  tenms were

Buckeyes In The NFL Draft

Former Ohio State football players selected in the 1996 National
Football League draft, held April 20-21, include:

prepared to trade up for the 6.7, 240.
pound Dudley.

Iranieally, speoed was the chief reason
why Glenn and Dudley were chosen be-
fore George, who mopped up nearly
every conceivable college player of the
year award, including the Heisman
Trophy, for darting through defenses to
the tune of a school-record 1,927 yards,

Also ironie, the Oilers, who traded
their first-round pick to the Raiders,
ended up doing some more maneuvering
to tab George at No. 14. The Houston-
Oakland Iut included a flip-flop of
first-round picks, alipping the Oilers to
No. 17. Houston then traded with
Seattle at No. 14 to claim Gearge, fear-
ing he would fall to the Minnesota
Vikings at No, 16,

“I kind of figured I was sither m:nng
to go there (lﬁusmn) or Minnesota,”
Gearge told BSB. “I figured I'd go from
eight to 20, in that range. I'm really not
disappointed at all, by any means, of
where I'm headed. I'm very excited.”

Geargo, a native of Philadelphia, will
head to a franchise where one of the
most beloved players of all time also
was a Heisman-winning running back
— Earl Campbell. Hell line up in n one-
back set along with another ex-Buckeye
who made a mark as a rookie last year
in receiver Chris “Tippy Toes" Sanders.

George, simply one of the hardest-
working players ever to don the Scarlet
and Gray, was the third running back
selected. Lawrence Phillips, the sixth
pick, will bring hia outstanding talents
and troubled past with him to St. Louis.
Old rival Tim Binkabutuka of Michigan
was chosen eighth by the Carolina
Panthers.

“It was different,” George said of ex-
periencing the draft firsthand at
Madison Square Garden's Paramount
Theater in New York. “I really didn't
know what to expect. It's very unpredie-
table with teams just picking people
that [ didn't expoct. But that's how the
draft goes. It wasn't a tough wait.”

It was for Hoying, n co-captain with
Georgo last year, Hoying was hoping to
be the first quarterback taken in the
draft while watching the ESPN/ESPN2
broadeast of the draft with his family
from their St. Henry, Ohio, home.

That honor went to Michigan State’s
Tony Banks, however, when St. Louis
grabbed Banks with the 12th pick of the
second round. Hnyinr admittad he had
hoped to go to the Rama. Instead, he
was snagged in the third round, BSth
overall, by Philadelphin.

“Basically I'm just relieved,” Hoying
told BSB moments after seeing his
name on the screen. “I'm going to a
place that needs a quarterback and I
think it's a great opportunity for me.

“I'm glad it happened today because |
don't know what Fd do tamorrow.”

Player Pos.  Round Overall Pick  Team

Terry Glenn WR Ist Tth New England Patriots
Rickey Dudley TE 1st 9th Oakland Raiders
Eddie George RB 1st 14th Houston Oilers
Bobby Hoying QB 3rd 85th Philadelphia Eagles

Though he didn't join his tonmmates

in the first round — Joay Galloway,
Korey Stringer and Craig Powell were
first-roundars last year — Hoying real-
ized the signifieance of the dn!.

“I'm happy for everyone,” he said.
“We did some great things out there and
nll of us are deserving of at least a shot.
Hopefully, well all have long careers
and we'll be able to face each other a
foew times.”

JAMIE SUMNER also hopes to
meet up with his former mates in the
pros. The left guard from Wichita, Kan.,
ontered the weekend with a decent
chance of being selected, but was naver
taken.

He'll now look into other options and
at lenst one team, the Arizonn Car.
dinals, already has invited him to free
agent camp.

“Il wit back for a day or so and see
what I'm able to do,” said Sumner, a
two-year starter for OSU after transfer-
ring from a junior college. “Obviously,
this is not the end of the world by any
strotch, It would have been great to be

drafted with those guys, but it only P

takes one team to like you.”

WITH THE three taken in the open-
ing round this year, Ohio State has now
produced 10 first-rounders in the "90s,
the most of any school. In the decnde,
Notre Dame and USC are just behind
with nine apiece.

O8U has had at least one first-
rounder — including the first overall
pick, “Big Daddy®” Dan Wilkinson in
1994 — mince 1991, Unfortunately for
OSU head coach John Cooper, un-
derclassmen have been a big part of
that equation. Wilkinson was a redshirt
sophomore when he bolted, while
Alonzo Spellman ('92), Robert Smith
('93), Stringer ('95), and Powell ("95) left
after their junior seasona.

Though not chosen in the first round,
Roger Harper (03) and Lorenzo Styles
('95) are two additional recent defectors.

+ Option 1: Overviaw (a complets look
at the day In OSU sports)
* Option 2: Football (updates after
mhlph'mnlm)

« Dption a. Football Recrulting (the
latest om werbal commitmenta and
recruits)

BSB HOTLINE
1-900-896-0666

Spring Football Updates!

Calls cari be muda from rotary or touch tone phone.
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COURTESY: OSU STORTS INFORMATION

Terry Glenn

Glenn, who crushed school records with
1,411 receiving yards and 17 touch-
downs in his only senson as n starter, is
the latest to leave early.

“You ean't keep them for four yenrs,”
Cooper said while interviewed during

the April 20 Cube-Giants game on
WGN-TV. “If they're really good players
they're going to go. Obviously, 1 wish
they'd stay and graduate.”

When congratulated by game an-
nouncers Wayne Larrivee and Stave
Stone on having three first-rounders,
Cooper said, “Wa're going to have a
couple more next year.

@ could assume Cooper was refer-
ring to third-year players Orlando Pace
and Shawn Springs. He has gone on
record saying those two will likely turn
ro after strong showings this year.

Though he has tinkered with ideas to
motivate college players to stay in
school, even Cooper admits the riches in
the NFL are mind-boggling. A recent
USA Today graphic that quoted the
NFL as ita source showed the average
salary for players selected in the first
round last year is $1,227,000. While
that number drops considerably in the
second round, the 95 average wna still a
whopping $461,000.

OSU'S THREE first-round picks the
past two years are just one pici off the
record for Buckeyes taken in the first
round. In 1971, four Buckeyes (John
Brockington, Leo Hayden, Jack Tatum
and Tim Anderson) were taken in the
first round. Those four playad on OSU's
1968 national championship team.

Mike Wachsman and Ed Petoniak
contributed to this report.

* Option 4: Daskethall
§t Basketball
mmmmmmw
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PagacMay Add New Wrinkles To Defense

Continued From Page 1

defonse. He has vowed the Buckeyes
will line up in their customary 4-3 base,
but other defenses such as the Eagle
and 46 will be used whenever nseded.

“We want to make sure we have all
the guns in order to shoot the guns on
game day,” he said.

Cooper, of course, welcomes a fresh
approach on defense, especinlly since
line coach Jim Heacock and secondary
coach Jon Tenuta have joined Pagac
and ends coach Bill Conley on the
defensive stafl this year.

“T don't think I've seen anybody more
excited nbout their aow role than Fred,”
aald Cooper, who retained Pagac when

he was hired at OSU in 1988, “He's
(looked at) more film than anybody over
the last month or six weeks.

“There was never any doubt 1 was
going to make him the defensive coor-
dinator. He's enthusiastic, but [
wouldn't say he's an old-style coach.
He's worked extremely hard to stay
ahead of the game. He's visited with the
San Francisco 49ers and he's talked ox-
tensively with a couple of other pro
teams,” he said..

After home warm-ups against Rice
and Pitt this fall, Ohio State encounters
some power football teams, then looks
to take on more finesse-oriented clubs
before wrapping up at home against
Michigan. Pagnc wints to be able to ad-
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just to both styles.

*I think maybe the biggest change
you'll see with us defensively — and it's
not going to be on first down — is our
play selection in different down-.and-
distance situations,” he said. “There's n
poasibility of blitzing a little bit more or
dogging a little bit more or bluffing and
playing zones out of that.,

“We're not ‘ﬁing to do the same thing
overy week. at a team does is what
we're going to try to defend.”

And rest nssured any alterations to
the defense will not be the result of an

ego trip.

“We're all in this together,” Pagnc
snid. *This is Ohio State's defense, not
Fred Pagac's defonse. We've got three
great coaches on defense and our job as
a stafl is to get the players playing
hard, sound and aggressive.”

Because of Pagac's bulldog tenacity,
nggressiveness seems to be the recur-
ring theme with the defense. But that is
no blatant transformation from years
past, when Young annually fielded one
of the league's most attacking and effec-
tive units.

Blessed with numerous experienced,
hard-nosed performers, Pagac seen no
reason to rock the boat too hard.

“I'm not sure it's going to be a whole
lot different,” he said. “Our job as a
defensive team is get the ball. We want
to have the best run defense and the
but-dt!'tnu agninst the score in the Big

'en.

To make sure his players understand
those goals, Pagac has been very vocal
this spring.

*He's excited,” middle linebacker
Greg Bellisari said. “He's out there
coaching a little harder. He's excited for
some of the ideas he's always been
wanting to do, and I think they're really
going to help us as a defense.

“Whenever there's change, [ think
you always worry about that a little bit
ns o player. But our attitude is what
makes the difference. We have the atti-
tude that we're going to stick together
and fight through anything,” he said.

As balanced and talented ms the
defense was last year, breakdowns —
espocinlly against the run — nt key
times haunted the Buckeyes in the
tonm's two losses to Michigan and Ten-
nessee, Patching those wounds begina
in the interior front, where nose guard
Luke Fickell and the hulking Garnett
need to step up.

“We've got n great challenge nhead of
us, but we've got a lot of guys back, so
it's high expectations for us," Fickell
said. “More than anything, it's amongst
ourselves.”

Fickell will be backed by walk-on
Shane Clark and converted LB Randy
Homa, Garnett, who takes over for Matt
Bonhaus, entered spring with no real
competition. Therefore the conches have
shifted ends John Day and Jimmy Bell
to tackle to push Garnett, whom Pagnc
canlled “a big, big key.”

Before, Garnett was described only
as big. Ironically, he's cut almost 20
pounds from his listed weight of 325 to
improve his stature with the team.

Garnett will be tested mince All-
American candidates Mike Vrabe)l and
Matt Finkes return to the two defensive
end positions, although Vrabel has
missed spring practice due to a toe in-
jury that will require surgery. A pair of
fast-rising players, Jeff Wilson and
Tony Eisenhard, and o pair of early ar-
r:_\_f_inx Canpaino phayers, Brentijohnson|

L T R R i

and Clinton Wayne, will provide quality
depth.

The linebacking corps alse has
strength in numbers. Pagac has created
a dogfight at every position with Bel.
lisari trying to hold off Roedell Duproe
inside and Miller a notch ahead of Mare
Willis at the Willwide-side spot. The
Buek/boundary spot has even more com-
petition with Kevin Johnson, Matt LaV-
rar and Jerry Rudzinski engaging.

’I‘hinfl figure to heat up even more
this fall when well-rated freshmen
Andy Katzenmoyer, Na'l Diggs and
Mike Burden all could contend for
spots, although Burden could also find a
home at safety.

The secondary is not yet set either,
although all-leaguesr Shawn Springs is a
lock to start at field corner. Springs
missed the first two weeks of spring
practice, allowing Central McClellion
and Ahmed Plummer a chance to im-
press Tonuta. Ty Howard also appears
to have a job at boundary corner, al-
though his listed backup is Antoine
Winfield, who won over coaches last
year as a freshman.

“Antoine Winfield is a football
player,” Pagac said. *He's an excellent
player, and he's going to be on the foot-
ball field somewhere.”

Chances are Winfield will be used as
n free safety and third cover man come
fnll. He's stuck to CB to this point with
80 few in camp.

With only four corners available
prior to Springs' return, Howard is get-
ting plenty of action. One of Pagac's fa-
vorite drills is to have the entire
defense flow to the far sideline, making
for extra long runs for Howard.

When asked if this is the most sore
he has been after practices, Howard
responded, almost out of breath, *Proba-
bly, but I'm getting older, too. I'm not a
freshman any more. But it's still fun.”

Howard transformed from a speedy
cover guy to a contact-seeking open field
player as last year progressed. Coaches
want to see that same attitude rub off
on the safeties, nlthough returning
strong safety Rob Kelly already has a
stuntman  reputation. Free safoty
Anthony Gwinn and a reserve group led
by Damon Moore and Che Bryant seem
to be heeding the advice.

“There are some minor things we all
need to work on because we're going to
try to be even more aggressive, but the
cancept ia atill the same,” Howard said.
*Weo want to make turnovers and big
plays.”

So just how good can this defense be
if all the pieces fall into place and Pagac
ia mble to squeeze more juice out of it?

“We could be the best in the country,
easily,” Howard replied. "Our front four
is talented, our secondary is probably
the beat. We've got a lot of speed, size
and experience back there. And we're n
good two deep at each linebacker spot.”

But before the Buckeye defense can
begin proving itself in the fall, the per-
petual wrath of its new coordinator is
sure to be on continuous display.

*“I don'"t know where it came from; |
just know it's me being myself," Pagac
said of his unmatched intensity. “I was
taught to play that way, 1 want our
players to be that way, and our whole
defensive stafl teaches that way. Hope-
fully all that will earry over to the
defensa.”

If it does, expect the Buckeyes 1o be
at their ferocious best, even if they don't
ujnni'_th_m; helmets backwards
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By Frank L. Moskowily, Publisher

Pagac Brings Intensity To Defensive Coordinator Job

With Ohio State's spring football
practice closed to the medin for the most
part, things have been pretty quiet on
the banks of the Olentangy. What little
discunsion there in seems to conter on
the offense, where John Cooper and his
stafl are trying to settle on n new
qunrterback.

With 10 starters back, there hasn't
been much news nbout the Ohio State
defense an the players work on funda-
mentaln and the conches try to establish
n two-deep. What little discussion there
is nbout the defense this spring seems
not to conter on the players, Rather, it
conters on new defensive coordinator
Fred Pagne and what impact he might
have on the Buckeye stop troops,

I, for one, am excited nbout Pagac's
ascension to defensive top man. For all
the supposed sophistication of football
todny, | maintain that the game still
comes down to who hits hardest and
who tackles the best. Fred Pagac undor-
standa that. Whether he will bring the
type of new ideas to the OSU defense
that Walt Harris brought to the offense
Inst senson remnins to be seen. That he
will bring intensity to the OSU defonse
is all but a given,

If a Buckeyo defender elects to take
it ensy in practice or during a game, he
facen the prospect of Pagac — ball cap
turned around, chew in cheok — right
in his face, That would certainly catch
my attention.

And those Buckeye fans who still
clamor for a return to the days of Woody
Hayes have to like Pagac, a link to the
old conch, Pagac lottorod three times for
Hayes, playing in the Rose Bow! follow-
ing his final two sensons of 1972 and
1073, He also served ns a gradunte ns-
sistant to Hayen,

While Pagac played offense during
his days under Hayes, he no doubt
loarned the impertance of solid defense.
The 1973 Buckeyes allowed only 64
pointa for the entire senson, an average
of less than a touchdown an outing ns
they posted m 10.0-1 record, beat
Southern Cal in the Rose Bow! and fin-
ished No. 2 in the country.

With Bill Conley also conching on
defonse, the Buckeyes will have two
mon who played for Hayes coaching on
that side of the ball. Perhaps that will
help come Michigan week as the Bucks
try to erank up some of the intensity on
defense that may have been lncking in
last yonr's gnme with the Wolverines.

TERRY GLENN'S solection na the
sevonth player picked in the NFL draft
would seem to indicate that he was
ready to come out after his junior year
— or at lenst that the pro scouts
thought he was ready. His high selec.
tion guaranteos that the exciting
receiver from Columbus will be a
wenlthy man, ns will Rickey Dudley and
Eddie George, who played out their full
eligibility.

Future players who are contemplat-
ing whether to come out early or not
should consider some dollar figures
posted in UUSA Today recently. In 1905,
the average annunl value of a first.
round  selection’'s  contract  was
$1,227,000, while the annual value of n
second-round pick's pact was $§461,000.

While what the second-round choices
received was Wardly thump' ehangd, o

“there,

layer who has a chance to improve his
ot by staying for his senior year might
want to consider that $766,000 a year
dl!'ﬂ'ortntm That's not chump change, ei-
ther.

As you look nt Ohio State's players
who have jumped early, it's sometimes
ensy and sometimes difficult to see who
was ready and who should have stayed.
It seems that the pros often draft based
on physical toals, not performance on
the college field.

Alonze Spellman, Ohio State's first
enrly departee, never really lived up to
his potentinl in a Buckeye uniform.
Still, he was selectod by Chicago in the
first round in 1992, though he was only
the 22nd pick after some had thought
he would go in the top 10. Many felt his
Lopumlion s an underachiever hurt

im.

The next season, Roger Harper, who
also never really had a huge season nt
08U, left early and went in the second
round. The Falcons surely liked his size
and speed, but he's the type of player
who might have moved up with a ban-
ner senior year. Robert Smith also left
early that year, going as the 21st pick
in the first round. With two more years
of oligibility, Smith might have im-
proved his lot. Then again, he might
have gone AWOL ngain and hurt his
status,

“Big Daddy” Dan Wilkinson had his
moments in his two years as n Buckoye,
but like Spellman didn't rench his full
potentinl. You can't get nny higher than
the averall No. 1 pick, however, so there
was no reason for him to stay in 1994,

Last soason, I felt Korey Stringer
was definitely ready for the NFL. By
failing to stay in shape batween the end
of the season and draft day, Stringer
fell to the 24th pick, but he was still a
first-rounder,

I thought Craig Powell and Lorenzo
Styles would have both benefited from
another year. Powell didn't turn in a
dominant senson at OSU, but based on
his raw skills, he was atill a first-
rounder, nlbeit the final pick of the
round. A big sonior year might have
raised his selection and his income.

Styles came out after a wsolid but
hardly spectacular junior year. He was,
no doubt, surprised when he ended up
the 77th player picked, lnsting until the
third round. A strong senior year would
have helped, but you also don't know
how much his selection was hurt by
Err:?:nm with & drug test before the

AS FOR my note last issue on pun.
chy stadium names like *The Jake,”
“The Coop® and “The Traut,” longtime
BSB render Larry Hansgen offored a
theory on who started this phenomenon
and solved my concern nbout what Ohio
Stadium should be called.

Hansgen reminded me that John
Cooper has referred to Ohio Stadium ns
“The 'Shoe” nlmost since the time he ar-
rived in Columbus,

HAD to be exciting for Buckoye
golfer Chris Wallmann to earn a spot in
Tho Masters (see story, page 27). There
are plenty of goll tgurnaments out'y
many 'worth drb! mohés” But

there in only one Masters.

Onece he got to Augusta, what were
Wollmann's chances of winning? Ac.
cording to USA Today sports analyst
Danny Sheridan, the odds against an
amatour winning the 1006 Masters
were a million to one. Those are pretty
hefty odds.

But at that rate, I might have been
temptad to put a buck on Tiger Woods
of Stanford, who as an amateur I have
to nssume also went off at a million to
one.

Former Buckeye great Jack Nicklaus
had this to say in The Sporting News
about Woods after playing a practice
round with him before The Mnsters:
“(Arnold Palmer and 1) agreed that he

should win more (Masters titles) than
we have combined. He is the finest fun.
damentally sound young golfer I have
ever seen.” Golfing legends Nicklaus
and Palmer have combined for 10
Mausters crowns,

Sheridan had Nicklaus going off at
90:1, even at age 56 nhead of such gol-
fers ns Jay Hans (100:1), John Daly and
Seve Ballesteros (260:1) or Curtis
Strange (500:1).

Fred Couples and Greg Norman were
the favorites at 10:1, though Norman
had to feel hin odde were like
Wollmann's as his Green Jacket slipped
away. Champion Niek Faoldo was in n
trio just behind Couples and Norman at
1E2:l. nlong with Nick Price and Ernie

I8,
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RULES AND RATES: 20 cents per word,
10 cents for more than one insertion, Mini.
mum order of 85. No agency discounts, Moke
chechs payable to Buck Sports Bulletin,
We accept Viso, MasterCard, Discover and
American Express.

All 1 s are uniformly set with the firal o
words sel in boldface copital letiers at no
charge. However, no other words may be set
in boldfoce, Anyone planning a lorger or
more distinet ad may receive our od rate card
upon request, J

We reserve the right to request additional
information or merchandise be submitied
from advertiser prior lo acceplance of an ad,
and we reserve the right o refuse advertise
menis considered objectionable,

Deadline (s one week prior lo publication
date. Call (614) 486-2202 or write P.O. Rox
12453, Columbus, Ohio 43212 for info.

LUXUB COACH. Travel in style and com-
fort with one o 16 amsociates or friends for
sporting events, family outings, business en.
tertainment, weddings and other special oc-
canions, Coach includes full-service galley
with bar, wtal entertainment system with
onboard movie and music library, and seat-
ing from sofas to deaks. Call (BOO) 352-6224.
COLLECTORS' ITEM: 8x10 wmlor photo
final score OSU.Notre Dame on scorebonrd,
$10.05, Sand check to GJB Company, 104 E.
Longview, Columbus, Ohlo 43202,

GOLFS THREESOME for sale. Lervy
Nelman limited odition. No. 30 of 300, Large
A6x45 showing Jack Nicklaua hitting from
front trap with his caddie, Angelo, holding
the pin; Lee Trevino and his eaddie, Herman,
standing on the lelt side of the greon;, Arnold
Palmer and his eaddie standing on the right
slde of the green. Gallery appralsed value of
$13,000. Make offer. (513) 426.5560,

CUSTOM BUCKEYE Battle Wagon. 1082
Dodge Van — OSU colors. Many football sea-
sons of dof:ndlbl! service loft in this full-
size extended roof, eamper conversion. Com-
plete with toilet, four captain chaire, plush
interior, air horns, PA aystem and more,
Tallgate machine extraordinaire, Excellent
conditlon. Runs fine. $6,800. Call Rocky
Roamer at (419) 4785151,
FINAL REGISTRATION being held for the
16th Annual Bryan Adrian Summer Basket-
ball Camp. Bays and girls, 518, are otIpMn.
Stafl includes Jerry Siackhouse (NBA),
Dante Calabria (UNC), George Lynch (NBA)
and Drew Barry (Georgin Tech). Locations
include Elkins, W.Va., Lynchburg and Vir-
nis Beach, Va ;. and Oreenaboro and Char-

A NG LIV AT T e

MAHONING/TRUMBULL County Annual
Spring Dinner features two-time Helsman
Awiard winner and current associate athletic
director  Archie GriMn. Holiday Inn
Motroplex, Youngstown, Ohlo, May 9 begin.
ning nt 6 p.m. Tickets $25. For dinner reser.
vation form, send SASE 1o Randy Brashen,
3964 Shields Road, Canfleld, Ohio 44404
“BACKSTAGE AT Woody Hayes," a fund.
raiser for Opora/Columbus, takes guesta on s
behindthe-scenen look at the OSU football
program. Hoats include Andy and Elennor
Gelger, John Cooper, Archie Griffin, OSU
conches and others. Alss includes Seript Ohis
led by John Woods and much mere. Sunday,
May 19, 4.8 p.m., Woody Hayes Athleiic Fa-
cility. Ticket price 8125 per person. Call
(B14) 4618101

BUCKEYE SUITE: Trying to locate Leroy
Neiman printe titled *Buckeye Suite.* Indi-
vidual or entire set. Send info to JWW, 10
Lanark Road, Wellealey, Mass, 02161,

“A BUCKEYFE Season® is here! Order thin
behind.the.scenes, 22chapter book of Ohio
State's 1905 fosthall season now, Head coach
John Cooper and his stafl granted suthor
Jolf Snook complote access to the inners
workinge of the football program and what
rosulied Is & riveling, exciting story of glory
and heartbreak. To order, mail $14,05 plus
§2 shipping to "A Ruckeys Seasan,” 7110
Pine Tree Lane, West Palm Beach, Fla
33406, Allow two woeks for delivery,

SPORTS MEMORABILIA for sale. Pro.
grams, tickets, pennants, {des, annuals,
Largest melection in USA. Football, basket.
ball, baseball, hockey, etc, All wports, all
Itema. Ohlo State programs 1020s to present.
Home and away. Hundreds and hundreds of
college and pro football programs and tick-
ota, (602) 506G-1913. Adelson Sports, 13610 N.
Scottedale, #10, O0.5.B, Beottadale, AZ
B5254.

OHIO STATE sports memorabilia for sale,
Original Bx10 game action photos from 1961
to present from the flles of sports photog-
raphoer Chance Brockway, Also college and
pro football, basketball, programs, press
puides, Strvet & Smith's, The Sporting News
annuals, NCAA guides & record books,
Several hundred sports magazines from
10304 o prosent, 20u30 color pholo of Woady
& Bo.(614) 9284455,

BSB PUBLISHER Frank Moskowitz and
other members of the Buckeye Sports Bul.
letin stafl are available to speak st your busi-
neas, mpcial or alumal group meetings In-
formative und fan’ Call (614) 486.2207 for
TR T S -
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Dantonio Puts
His Stamp On
OSU Defense

New Coordinator Wants
More From Silver Bullets

By JEFF RAPP
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Staff Writer

Mark Dantonio rarely comes across as overjoyed — sincerity
and emotional restraint befit him rather than the rah-rah stufl
— but he’s made it clear that he's at least internally thrilled to
be Ohio State’s new defensive coordinator.

"I am excited to be here,” said the poker-faced Dantonio, who
was hired to the post by new head coach Jim Tressel in late
January. “This is probably the only job [ would have left
Michigan State for. | am very happy to be back with Coach
Tressel. I think Ohio State has always had great tradition here
on defense.

“That goes from when Coach (Bob) Tucker was here as the
coordinator all the way up through when Coach (Fred) Pagac
was here. | had the opportunity to work with Dom Capers when
he was here, Gary Blackney. It's been a tremendous experience
for me just being here in the past.”

A native of Zanesville, Ohio, Dantonio had a pretty good idea
of what he was getting into considering he was a graduate assis-
tant for the Buckeyes in 1983-84, coached under Tressel at
Youngstown State from 1986-90 and furthered his reputation as
a defensive coach at rival MSU from 1995-2000.

So far this sprinjg there have been few curveballs,

* Leadership from sage veterans
Joe Cooper, Matt Wilhelm, Michael
Doss and Donnie Nickey? Check.

* [nspired play from heirs apparent
such as Kenny Peterson, Tim
Anderson and Will Smith? Check.

* Some work to be done at corner
after the loss of starters Nate
Clements and David Mitehell? Double-
check.

What has been above expectation of
the defense this spring has been the
level of enthusiasm, a high point under
Pagac, but possibly surpassed with a
fresh staff in place. Even though
Dantonio has o no-nonsense, think-
first approach, and the even-keeled
Jim Heacock is back to instruct the
defensive line, a fuse has been lit
under the defense, Much of that has to
do with the gung ho direction of
Tressel and the youthful exuberance of
new asaistants Mark Snyder (lineback-
ers), 36, and Mel Tucker (defensive
backs), 29

“To tell you the truth, since there's
been a new stall everybody has been
helping vach other and everybody has
been leading,” Cooper said, “That's real
Rgood to see.

[ BULETN

“For The Buckeye Fan Who Needs To Know More"

$2.00

PERIODICAL NEWSPAPER
CLASSIFICATION
DATED MATERIAL

PLEASE RUSHI!

April 28, 2001
—_— e =L =

EEEI
5

—— gy P

STEVE mELwaGEh

HIS DEFENSE NOW — New Ohio State defensive coordinator Mark Dantonio gives
some instruction to one of his players, while defensive backs Mike Doss (2) and Donnie

Nickey (25) look on.

“It's real spirited out here. That's our motto:
Silver Bullets hitting hard on every play. We try to
do our best and you can see that out there.”

A starting defensive tackle and now one of the
“old men” on the defense, Mike Collins said the
spirit is unavoidable, even after a tough day.

“You've got to try to get better, that's what it's
all about,” Collins, now in his fourth spring at
085U, said April 12. “I had a bad practice today but
I've got to bounce back. Coach Tressel isn't going to
let you be down anyway. Because if you stay down,
you're going to sit. If you don't have a smile and go-
get-'em attitude, you're not going to play.”

Another reason for all the zest is simple: This
spring, defensive players get to hit peaple. That
includes quarterbacks, who are now “live” in prac-
tice.

“That’s a plus,” said a wide-eyed Doss, OSU's
freight train of a strong safety. "Quarterbacks run-
ning down the field giving you a chance to put a hit
on them, I definitely like that.”

In preparation for an important April 21 scrim-
mage, the noticeably fresh Buckeyes (they
received three days off for Easter weekend) spent
much of the April 16 practice knocking pads.

“I'd say eight periods today out of the 20 were
live, Wilhelm said excitedly. “Last year, there
were zero out of 20 ever live. We need to do that
because we need to know who can play, who are
gouing to be the stars on this team and who needs
to pick up on what we're doing.”

Getting The Jump

Even with all the hoopla, Dantonio is still try-
ing to determine how much players are able to
absorb and who can handle what assignments. He

inside The OSU Defense

* Alook at the defensive line (Page
14)

* Is it Kenny
Peterson's  time?
(Page 15)

4 Linebackers
driving force on
defense (Page 16)

* Matt Wilhelm
wants to build on
solid first year as
starter (Page 17)

* OSU retools in
secondary (Page 18)

* Sander, Huston step into special
teams roles (Page 19)

* Spring Diary (Pages 20, 22)

Kenny Peterson

has installed an involved defensive playbook that
has included new sets and terminology on all but
two of the first 11 practice days

So far, the deféenders have kept up the cercbral
end of the bargain

“We're picking up the terminology, we're apply-
ing it on the field and we're showing our toughness
and our team unity,” Wilhelm said. “We're ahead of
the game, and that's where we expect to be,

“To me, it's really not different anymore. It's
something I've pulled in and I've taken. Coach

Continued On Page 12




By JEFF RAPP
Huckeys Sports Mulletin Staff Writer

The NFL draft proved ome thing to
Buckeyes Nato Clements and Ryan Pickett
— it's pretty darn exciting to go in the first
round whether you expected to or not.

It also, as far as both players were con.
corned, proved wrong the naysayors who
snid they made a mistake for leaving Ohio
State afler their junior seasons,

Clements, a cornerback, and Pickett, an
interior defensive lineman, became the 36th
and ATth Buckeyes to bo taken in the first
round of the draft since 1971 by going 21st
and 20th, respectively. They were two of the
six Buckeyes taken in the draft, which was
held April 21-22 in New York City.

Clements watched the opening round
unfold at his Shaker Heights, Ohio, home
with 75 friends and ralatives. Then he got
the call from the BufTalo Bills

“When they got down to 20th | was got-
ting kind of anxious,” Clements said. "Then
when they called my name it got kind of
exciting, I just wanted to go in the first
round. [ also wanted to be the first defensive
back taken, and I got that.”

The Clements pick came after Buffalo
had traded down seven spots in the first
round to the No. 21 slot in a deal with
Tampa Bay. He'll join a trio of talented OSU
cornera in the league in Antoine Winfield,
Shawn Springs and Ahmed Plummer,

Pickott, meanwhile, will join a St. Louis
Rams team that was hell-bent on rebuilding
ita maligned defense in an attempt to return
to the Super Bowl, Ho actually was the third
first-round selection of the Rams, who
grabbed defensive tackle Damione Lowis of
Miami (Fla.) at No. 12 overall and safety
Adnm Archuleta of Arizana State at No. 20,

With those two picks secured, the Rams
could afford to take a gamble. Still, many
were surpriséd when the Rama called
Pickett's name, Pickett included

“It feels really good to be drafted by the
St. Louis Rams,” said Pickett, who goes hy
the nickname “Big Grease.” “T was very sur-
prised, I was not expecting it because [ have
not heard anything from St. Louis. I had no
idea.”

Clomonts and Pickett are among 15 OSU
underclassmen to leave early for the pros
since 1991, They are also among 17
Buckeyes taken in the first round during
those same 11 drafta

Cloments Follows Winfield — Again

In trekking to Buffalo, Clements will
onoe again get to learn from one of the best
in Winfield. As a freshman in 1998,
Clements understudied, and occasionally
played with, Plummer and Winfleld, that
yoar's Thorpe Award winner,

“It's great to be playing with ‘“Thine
again,” Clements said, *T learned a lot from
him while he was here. He kind of took me
under his wing."

The 5-11 Cloments was listed at 190
pounds going into his junior year but he's
bulked up to 209 pounds. He dazzled onlook-
ers with his relative strength at workouts
and reportedly was timed running a 4.37.
socond 40-yard dash

The 21-year-old defensive back is coming
off a junior season in which he ranked third
on the Buckeyes in tackles with 68 and
interceptions and 13 pass
+ sophomore, Clements
ter, He led all Buckeyes in
minutes played (369) and solo tackles (76) in

1988 and ranked second omly to All
American linebacker Na'll Diggs in total
tackles with 90, a nearly unhsard-of figure
for a cornerback unless your name is
Antoine Winfiald

New Bills coach Gregg Williams plana to

added four

arguably w
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Clements, Pickett Join OSU First-Round Parade

use more blitzing and defensive nggression
and the team wanted to find another corner
who could cover man<o-man. Clements,
according to reports, is expected to be a nick-
ol back who plays a lot on third downs in his
rookic season,

“He happens to be in the tall range, and
he can run fast and change directions,”
Williams told the Buffalo News. “He can play
the man-to-man defense we like to play.”

Added Bills scouting chief Dwight
Adams, “The guy's got excellent ball skills,
He goes up in the air and locates it."

Buffalo, which had one of the league's
worst special teams last season, also ix
intrigued with Clements’ ability to return
punts. He returned 39 punts for 513 yards (a
13.2 average) for OSU last year, including
an B3-yard runback for a touchdown.

Pickett Fenced In By Rams

Pigkett, 21, became the first Rams first-
rounder from Ohio State since 1097, when
Orlando Pace was tabbed by the team with
the top pick in the draft. Many analysts pro
jected Pickett to be taken in the third round
or Inter but Rams head coach Mike Martz
cited his unique ability to rush the quarter-
back from the middle of the line, an oddity in
the NFL.

“We are pleased with this young man,”
Rams general manager Charlie Armey said
of Pickeott, ox strong and surprixingly quick
at 6-2, 297 pounds. “He will need to learn
what it takes to play in the National
Football League, and [ think he will.”

The team reportedly went with Pickett
on a strong recommendation from scout
Dave Razzano, who said the lineman “prob-
ably should be a first-rounder.”

OSU defensive line coach Jim Heacock
said Pickott was unheralded in his three col-
lege seasons. A native of Zephyrhills, Fla.,
Pickett was active throughout his playing
carcer. He logged 109 career tackles in his
three seasons at OSU including 39 solos, six
tackles for loss and three sacks last season

I feel very confident in my ability”
Pickett said. *I have been playing all my
lifo and I am not one to sit back and watch.
I plan on getting in and getting involved
early.”

Four More Wait For Day 2

There was a definite gap in the draft ns
far as Buckeye fans were concerned as the
next OSU selection was defensive end
Rodney Bailey to Pittsburgh in the sixth
round, 181st overall, A native of Cleveland,
Bailey will be wearing a uniform he couldn't
avoid as a kid,

*There’s no way you could not be mixed
in the whole rivalry,” he said. “When I was
younger, of course, I was a Browns fan, but 1
wae always in awe of the Pittsburgh
Steelers and the success they've had
throughout the years with the history of the
team and all the greats, 1 want to follow in
that tradition.”

Three more Buckeyes were tabbed in the
soventh and final round, beginning with
wide receiver Reggie Germany, who went
214th overall to Buffalo. Germany had a
subpar senior year and was academically
ineligible for the Outback Bowl, but he ral-
lied with a strong showing in the Hula Bowl

Of Germany, Mark Gaughan of the
Buffalo News wrote, “Will be a project for
new receivers coach Fred Graves. A talented
enigma. Makes tough catches and drops
easy ones. Needs to improve concentration
and hands.”

The Onkland Raiders then grabboed

Buckeyes cansecutively. With gicks Mo. 228
and No. 229 overall, the Raiders closed out
their draft by selecting running back Derek
Comba and wide receiver Ken-Yon Rambo
back-to-back. The two could find themselves
in direet competition with each other as
Raiders head coach Jon Gruden was quoted

Buckeyes In The Draft

Here is a look at Buckeyes selected in the 2001 NFL draft.

Overall
Player Pos. Round Pick Team
Nate Clements ca 1 21 Buffalo Bills
Ryan Pickett DT 1 29 St Louis Rams
Rodney Bailey DE 6 181 Pittsburgh Steelers
Reggie Germany WR 7 214 Buffalo Bllls
Derek Combs RB 7 228 Dakland Raiders
Ken-Yon Rambo WR 7 229 Dakland Raiders

as saying the team will try
the speedy Combs at wide-
out.

Rambos draft status
could only be viewed as dis-
appointing. Just months
ago several publications
such na The Sporting News
and online services such ns
ofldraftdigest. com rated
him among the top
receivers, ESPN draft guru
Mel Kipor Jr, projected him
ns a third-rounder.

Others Of Note

On the froe-agent front,
cornerback David Mitehall
has signed an unspecified
deal with the Chicago
Boars. Also, wide receiver
Vanness Provitt was close
to a deal with the
Pittsburgh Steelors.

Others who were look-
ing into their options as of
prosa time included defen-
sive linemen Joo Brown,
Brent Johnson and Clinton
Wayne, running back Jerry
Waestbrooks, and offensive
linemen Henry Fleming, Mike Gurr and
Tam Hopkina

Kicker Dan Stultz, who continues to deal
with back problems, reportedly is working

with OSU

STEVE MILWAGLN

CLEMENTS HITS ON 21 — Former Buckeye
cornerback Nate Clements (left, walking

strength and conditioning coach

Dave Kennedy) was selected by Buffalo with
the 21st overall pick in the NFL draft April 21.

for his father back (n his hometown of
Orrville, Ohio, and apparently has given up
on football Wide receiver Chad Cacchio

plans to enter dental school,
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Continued From Page 1

Tressel has taken over the program and
it's really not different anymore. It's an
everyday thing for Coach Tressel to be
out there telling you what you did night
and telling you what you did wrong, get-
ting after you."

In the days leading up to and during
the spring session, Dantonio has made it
clear exactly what is expected of any hope-
ful player on defense

“We're going to put players on the field
who have great toughness, give groat effort
and they know what to do,” said the 45-
yoar-old coordinator,

“Wo will establish who can tackle.
Obviously, if you're a defensive back, you
have to be able to tackle in space. If you're
a linebacker, you have a little less space. If
you're a lineman and you can get in a
phone booth and knock them back, you're
in good shape.

“You also need to be able to get off
blocks and beat blocks. You can't get
knocked down in the secondary. These are
basic things.

*The final thing is,” he added "we need
to find out who are our big-play guys. Who
are the guys who can sack the quarter-
back? Who is a good blitzer? Who are the
guys who can knock the ball loose? Who
can make the play on the deep ball?

“We have to figure out who those big-

Originally Published: April 28, 2001

Dantonio Looking Near, o~ '

Far For Big-Play Guys

play guys are and feature them. I think
Ohio State has dene a great job in the past
of featuring guys like Antoine Winfield,
(Na'il) Diggs or (Andy) Katzenmoyer.

“Whether it's Joe Cooper or Matt
Wilhelm or Mike Doss, we have to estab-
lish who the big-play guys are and get
them in position to make those kind of
plays.”

Breaking It Down

With four more spring seasions remain-
ing as of press time, including the Scarlet
and Gray Game on April 28, much was to
be determined concerning the defense.
However, some things already were form-
ing in the three key areas. For example:

* Defensive line — Dantonio has been
most impressed with this group, which has
a continuity advantage with Heacock back
as the position coach.

A talented end who helped return
Canton (Ohio) McKinley High School to
powerhouse status, Peterson appenrs
ready to become an impact player up front,
He and sophomores Smith and Darrion
Scott, a player recently singled out by
Dantonio, will try to pick up where long-
time starters Brent Johnson and Rodney
Bailey left off. Senior and journeyman Tim

Cheatwood also has shown signs of being o'

useful rush end.
Anderson has been lining up inside

Who are the best
high school football

players in Ohio?
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BLOOMING IN SPRING — Linebackers Matt
Wilhelm (left) and Joe Cooper (10), getting some
tips from graduate assistant Greg Bellisari and
assistant conch Mark Snyder (right), have, by
all accounts, played well during spring practice,

with Collins in place of early departee
Ryan Pickett and is matching Collins in
tenacity so far. David Thompson is also
fighting hard for playing time, while Fred
Sturrup was providing service as a back-
up. The coaching stafl would like to see
Collins, a wily senior, help show the three
youngsters the way.

*I'm asked to be more of a leader and do
more pep talks and things like that”
Collins said. "Obviously, I haven't gotten
around to that yet because [ guess that's
just not me. But I've got to become a little
more of that person who talks to people, 1
can't just worry about mysell. I've got to
worry about everyone else now.”

* Linebacker — The three starting
positions appear sot for now with Wilhelm
inside flanked by fellow returning starters
Cooper and Courtland Bullard. All three
appear to be having solid springs, especial-
ly Wilhelm, who logged 66 tackles as o
sophomore last season, fourth best on the
toam

He knew the only two ways he could
lose grip on his starting spot were if he got
hurt or failed to pick up any of the new
lingo. While he continues to cross his fin-
gers about his health, ho has made sure
the latter didn't happen

“My report card personally, I'm where
they wanted me to be,” he said. “I'm a
leader of this defense and that's what [
expect of myself."

The athleticism of Cooper and Bullard
has never come into question, but
Dantonio would like to see both of them
become sure-handed tacklers in their
senior season, no matter which direction
they are moving.

“The first thing we want to do is stop
the run,” Dantonio said, “Any succeasful
defense | have been a part of, we were able
to stop the run. If you look back at last
year at Ohio State, they were No. 9 in the
nation and No. 1 in the conference in stop-
ping the run. They were a very good
defense

*T'he front seven has been doing a prot-
ty good job, but there are some things we
could be better at. Our linebackera have
got to tackle in space.”

One LB who has caught Dantonio's eye
is Cio Grant, a junior and former safety.
Grant was the first player the conch men-
tioned when asked who is enjoying an eye-
opening spring. Marco Cooper, also slotted

outside, is beginning to
make some strides,

The emergence of
Grant and the return of
sophomore Robert
Reynolds give OSU solid
depth on the outside.
The stafl still would like
to see more players
emerge, especially some-
one behind Wilhelm
inside. Fred Pagac Jr
would be the top candi-
date

* Secondary -—
This outfit haa been
both encouraging
because of its competi-
tive depth and athleti-
cism and a little suspect
due to its relative lack
of experience. The safe-
ty spots are all but set
in stone with Doss back
at strong safety and fel-
low junior Nickey
penned in at the free
spot. Youngsters Will
Allen and Thomas
Matthews are working
well behind those two.

At corner, five young players are rep-
ping with their sights set on earning o
starting position — Bobby Britton, Bam
Childress, Curtis Crosby, Harlen Jacobs
and Richard McNutt. Childress, in fact,
could do double duty at wide receiver
after a big showing in the April 21
scrimmage.

*Those guys are going hard every day
and competing,” Doss said. "This is their
shot and they understand that. They've
fgot soma big shoes to fill — Nate Clements
and Dave Mitchell were both great players
for us last year — so those young corners
have to get it in gear.”

Added Dantonio on the subject,
“There’s competition there and that's geod
There are some techniques they need to do
a better job at. You've got to be able to play
the deep ball, make the open-field tackle
and change direction. We'll keep working
at those, We'll need repetitions to get bet-
ter. We've got some young players so it will
take time. Some of them were scout team
guys last year”

The young players have been lost in
some drills. They've also dropped some
interceptions when they were in the right
position, But all of them have shown a
willingness to stick their noses in the pile
and wrap up, which is most pleasing to the
coaches.

*To play defensive back here you've got
to be able to tackle,” Tucker said flatly
“We ask all of our DBs to be goed tacklers
Plus, you've got to be able to play man-to-
man and you have to be able to play the
ball at the deep part of the field, Those are
things that we are evaluating every day
and we're putting players in those situa-
tions daily.”

Added Dantonio, "One of the biggest
pleasures as a defensive coach came at
Michigan State in 1999, when we allowed
one run over 20 yards all season. That's a
credit to how the secondary tackles and
how the defense pursues. That's where we
want to be but we're not there yet
“Change is tough. It's tough on every-
body."

However, it does lead to vitality. Now
the question is, will spirit alone directly
lead to defensive greatnoss?

Probably not.

“Most of these young guys are going to
have to step up and play hard,” Collins
said. “If not, it's going to be a long year.”

STEVE MELWAGEN
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| know this issue of Buckeye Sports
Bulletin is supposed to be devoted to
defenso, but, like many Buckeye fans and
ohservers, | still want to talk about the
quarterback position, It seems as if Scott
McMullen might be making a move at
incumbent Steve Bellisari,

Now the pecking order might change by
the time spring ball is done or after fall
camp, but this seems like the first time
that another Buckeye quarterback has
made a run at Bellisari since he wrested
the starting position from Austin
Moherman back in the third game of his
sophomore season,

My personal feeling is that Bellisari
will still be the starter, come the Akron
game on Sept. 8, But having a legitimate
contender behind him ean only help the
team. If Bellisari struggles, which he has
certninly been known to do, the coaching
staff might be less reluctant to go to the
bench than the John Caoper regime waa in
the past.

Additionally, I believe Bellisari will
benefit from more competition. There had
to have been o point in his sophomore year
when Bellisari realized that the coaching
stafl had turned its back on Moherman,
and last season only the inexperienced
McMullen and Craig Krenzel were on the
bench.

So it's been a long time since Bellisari
has had to worry about another quarter-
back taking his place. While Bellisari is
known nas n hard worker, prepping and
playing as the uncontested starter is a lot
different from having a player nipping at
your heals,

Ax I have said in this space many times,
I never felt that handling quarterbacks
was Cooper's strong suit.

Hopefully, Jim Tressel dots a better job
of having reserve quarterbacks prepared
and, accordingly, shows n greater willing-
ness to go to the bench if necessary. Should
Tressel have more than one capable quar-
terback, I also hope he will be willing to
choose one over the other, rather than re-
creating the Stan Jackson-Joe Germaine
situntion

Time will tell

Some Other Thoughts

* I found seme comments by linebacker
Matt Wilhelm in this issue refreshing.
Wilhelm waa talking about his problems
with pass coverage last season.

“That was one of the main reasons they
took me off the field last year — because |
wasn't good at it,” Wilhelm said of hiz cov.
ernge skills. “To get better at those things
this spring would be great for me.”

When was the last time you heard n
glaver acknoaladge that, be, was, taken, off

the field because he wasn't deing some-
thing well? The first key to getting better
in to recognize that you have room for
improvement, and that you aren't riding
the pine because the conch is picking on

you,

Wilhelm continues to show that he has
the stuff that leaders are made of and he
nlso looks like he is ready to continue in
the long line of great Ohio State inside
linebackers.

Wilhelm, as I'm sure you recall, was the
one who questioned the way Ken-Yon
Rambo went about being a Buckeye cap-
tain last season.

By the way, did anyone besides those of
us in the BSB office figure that Rambo was
the most stunned of anybody when he was-
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n't taken until the seventh and final round
of the NFL draft?

* [ also took note when Treasel went
back to some toughness drills that he
learned when he was an assistant to for-
mer Buckeye head coach Earle Bruce. |
nevor thought toughness was n hallmark
of the Cooper era. Bruce's teams, on the
other hand, may have lost some games
they shouldn't have, but I don't ever
remember nnyone questioning their tough-
ness, especially in the Michigan game.

Bruce's teams lost their four games to
Michigan by an average of 5.9 points with
a high margin of 10 in a 27-17 loss in 1985.
Cooper's teams lost their games to the
Wolverines by an average of 10.9 points,
with two losses of 28 points — 31-3in 1991
and 28-0 in 1995,

I actually figured that Cooper's loss
margin would be wider. One tends to for-
get, I guess, that he had two games that
his team lost by just three points (1988
and 1990) and another where the
Buckeyes lost by four (1996).

Sometimes teams are a reflection of
their conch. I think Bruce just looks
tougher than Cooper did. I know Cooper
was a member of the “Dirty 30" as a
player at Towa State and all, but if the
two were in a fight, who would you put
your money on? I'd put my money on
Bruee.

* In our coverage of the defensive sec-
ondary elsewhere in this issue, you will
notice that there is some concern with the
sizo and experience of some of the players
vying for playing time, especially at cor-
nerback.

This made me flash back to the see-
ondary of Ohio State’s 1984 Rose Bowl
team, a team that had Tressel on stafl.

That team featured a small and inexpe-
rienced backfield that was one of the best
that [ have seen in my more than 20 years
following Ohio State. The starters in that
secondary were sophomors Sonny Gordon
(6-0, 187), redshirt freshman Terry White
(5.9, 170) and, at the comners, true fresh-
men Greg Rogan (5-10, 180) and William
White (5-10, 180),

Talk about tough players under Bruce.
These guys, despite their size, were not
afraid to mix it up. I still say Terry White
was, pound for pound, one of the hardest
hitters I've seen play at Ohio State.

Golger's View

As L mmntionad in this egacs last taoe,
Dan Crawford of Columbus Business First
recently had an interesting interview with
Ohio State athletic director Andy Geiger.

Crawford asked Geiger what the
biggest headache was with regard to all
the new facilities being built on campus,

“Well, the financing of it and the ongo-
ing cost of it and the debt is a great worry.
It's alwaya been a worry. But the marching
orders on the arenn were clear,” Geiger
said, having noted that former OSU presi-
dent Gorden Gee had already set the
wheels for the Schottenstein Center in
motion when Geiger took over as AD, "and
the necessity on the stadium was absolute-
ly clear. The original idea for the stadium
was to bring it to code, and that would
have cost $67 million and had n cost of

J'Iq_'i,]lLL.‘lu[')L(,A,._li__ﬁ i {U,J,L[”iruj y

A LR P Tl L R .—-A_ -..4--

13,000 seats, so that was not acceptable.”

Geiger was asked why he was so con-
cerned about the debt created by all of the
building and whether he was confident in
the plan to pay it off.

“I think it's an excellent plan to pay it
off, but I think that you're a fool if you don't
worry about it," Geiger said. *It's not a
slam-dunk. We need to have a good team
and sell all the tickets. There's rather
extraordinary pressure to be succeasful "

And the worst case scenario if the team
isn't succeasful?

“We wouldn't sell the seats, and the
debt would be hard to pay off,” he said.

Crawford then asked Geiger if there
were any alternate scenarios to paying off
the debt?

“There is no alternative,” Geiger said.
“Obviously you can't default, so other
resources would have to be found, and
that's a difficult thing.”

Would money come from the academie
side to make up any shortfnll?

*That's just not possible, That's just not
poasible,” Geiger repeated. “So the option
15 that we're going to be succesaful "

1 think most Buckeye fans would be
fine with that option

For the complete text of Crawford's

interview with Geiger, which ran in the
Feb. 16 issue, log on to Business First's
web site at Columbus beentral com/eolum-
bus.

More Than Football Conference

Some of you may have seen a recent
graphic in USA Today showing the schools
with the most NCAA Division | individual
men's swimming  championships.
Michigan led the way with 145, followed
by Stanford with 119 and Ohio State with
117. Southern Cal was next at 100 and
Indiann was fifth with 79,

When one thinks of swimming 1 think
one tends to think of states like Florida
and California. Thus, | found it interesting
that three of the top five schools in terms
of swimming champions were from the Big

Videos Coming

Wa are about to finish dubbing what |
hope will be our final batch of Archie
Gnffin videos. The demand for this video
was 80 high that this is the second time we
have had to print more of them. If you
have not received your video yet, it should
be in this bateh, which we will be mailing
soon.

Thanks for your patience. This promo-
tion, part of our 20th anniversary celebra-
tion, was one of our most successful pro.
mos ever. Keep watching for details on
other exciting promotions surrounding our
ongoing 20th anniversary celebration.
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