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SONNY BROCKWAY
LION TAMERS — Ohio State head coach Ryan Day (left) left Happy Valley with one of the biggest wins of his tenure, 
a 20-13 victory over Penn State. Among the offensive leaders was running back Quinshon Judkins (1), who rushed 
for 95 yards on 14 carries.
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PLEASE RUSH!!

Ryan Day has won a lot of games as 
head coach at Ohio State – 63 of them 
to be exact – but he might not have ever 
been more jubilant about one than he 
was after taking down No. 3 Penn State 
on Nov. 2 in front of a Beaver Stadium-re-
cord 111,030 fans.

After the 20-13 win, Day walked 
around the field with a giant smile spread 
across his face, hugging every Ohio State 
coach and player in sight to celebrate the 
big victory, embracing his offensive coor-
dinator and mentor Chip Kelly as soon as 
he emerged from the tunnel and excitedly 
shaking him around before wrapping him 
up in another hug.

After the loss at Oregon on Oct. 12, 
there was a lot of talk about Day’s ability 
to win “the big game” – specifically top-
five matchups, in which the head coach 
had a 2-7 record coming into State Col-
lege – and how he was leading one of the 
most talented teams in recent college 
football memory to an underwhelming 
season.

Like Day and most other head coaches  
normally do, he tried to ignore the outside 
noise and continue to push forward, but it 
was obvious after the game that the win 
against the Nittany Lions had a major im-
pact on him, and he acknowledged that 
when he spoke to the media.

“There’s probably a lot there to un-
pack and I’m not going to get into all of it, 
but there’s a lot that goes into being the 
head coach at Ohio State,” Day said. “You 
can say you ignore everything that goes 
on, but your players read it, your coach-
es read it, your staff members read it, 
your families read it, and you have to stay 
strong in those moments. But that entire 
team, our families, they all believed. 

“To go do that, to accomplish that in 
this game, a top-five victory, it feels good 
right now. We still have a lot of football 
ahead of us, but right now it feels good. 
I’m proud of our team and I’m proud of 
our coaching staff.”

That feeling extended to the entire 
team for many reasons. After losing to the 
Ducks, the game against the Nittany Lions 
had a lot riding on it, including a probable 
spot in the Big Ten Championship Game 

if the Buckeyes win their last four games 
of the regular season. Day and the players 
all felt as if it was an extremely important 
game for them.

“We were at a crossroads, and it was 

a big game for us,” Day said. “We didn’t 
want to publicly say that, but we said that 
behind closed doors. This was a big game 
for us for a lot of reasons.”

Had the game gone differently and 
Ohio State lost, the Nittany Lions would 
have had a leg up in the race to the con-
ference title game, and with two losses 
there would be questions about  whether 
the Buckeyes would even be able to make 
it into the College Football Playoff, de-
spite the fact that each of those two losses 
would have been against top-five teams.

Assembling the expensive, superstar ros-
ter that marches out onto the field for the 
Buckeyes every Saturday might have been 
for nothing, at least as far as their three 

main goals go. But now Ohio State controls 
its own destiny, and Day believes the way 
this season is unfolding is going to be good 
for the team as a whole down the road.

“Guys came back on this team for a 
reason – to win the rivalry game, win the 
Big Ten championship and win a national 
championship,” Day reminded listeners. 
“Along the way, there was this conver-
sation about the expectations and all of 
those types of things, and I said to the 
team, ‘There’s no great accomplishments 
that happen without going through adver-
sity,’ and that’s the truth. You don’t just 
walk into the season and think you’re just 
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Ohio State came away with a signature road victory on Nov. 2, 
defeating No. 3 Penn State 20-13 in front of a record Beaver Stadium 
crowd of 111,030 to put itself in a favorable position for a berth to 
the Big Ten Championship Game, improving to 7-1 on the season 
and 4-1 in the conference. Here are some choices from Buckeye 
Sports Bulletin staff members and readers from the BuckeyeSports.
com Fan Forum for players who were worthy of receiving Buckeye 
Leaves after the win.

Patrick Engels, BSB: Ohio State’s Jayden Fielding has 
experienced an up-and-down season so far – a year that is still 
highlighted by his kickoff gaffes against Marshall that caused him 
to be benched – but in the biggest game of the season to date 
against Penn State he played his best game.

Fielding hasn’t had a lot of opportunities this season to make 
pressure-packed kicks, but that opportunity arose in the third 
quarter when the Buckeyes’ drive stalled at the PSU 28-yard line 
after Will Howard was sacked by Penn State linebacker Kobe 
King on third down. This required Fielding to line up for a tough 
46-yarder in front of a raucous Penn State student section, which 
he drilled with ease to give the Buckeyes the 17-10 lead.

If Fielding missed that field goal, it would have given Penn 
State and its crowd some much-needed momentum heading into 
the fourth quarter. Instead, he only extended the Buckeyes’ lead 
and did it again a few drives later on a 39-yarder to put them up 
20-13.

Fielding also did not boot any of his five kickoffs out of bounds, 
which is always a plus.

Bobby Gorbett, BSB: Ohio State junior cornerback Davison 
Igbinosun turned a bad drive into a great one when he made a 
potentially game-saving interception in the end zone at the end 
of the first half. Igbinosun’s outstanding interception is the primary 
reason for my Buckeye Leaf, as he ripped the ball from Penn State 
receiver Harrison Wallace III in the end zone to turn what could’ve 
been a 17-14 halftime deficit into a 14-10 lead. 

Igbinosun committed a defensive holding penalty and gave 
up a reception on the previous play that put the Buckeyes’ 
backs against the wall. The spectacular interception in the end 
zone completely redeemed his previous slip-up and allowed the 
Buckeyes to carry a four-point lead into halftime.

In the first quarter, Igbinosun made a similarly important stop 
on third-and-2 when he was left one-on-one with Penn State 
receiver Liam Clifford. Nittany Lion quarterback Drew Allar lobbed 
a decent pass to Clifford, but Igbinosun made a key pass breakup 
to get the Lions off the field.

Igbinosun finished the game with four tackles and one pass 
breakup along with his interception.

Cameron Moone, BSB: My Buckeye Leaf will go to running 

back Quinshon Judkins, the hammer to the nail in Penn State’s 
coffin in Ohio State’s 20-13 win.

The former Ole Miss ball carrier had a somewhat quiet first half, 
totaling eight carries for 47 yards, but stamped his name into Ohio 
State lore with his superb play in the Buckeyes’ final drive of the 
game, notching 32 yards on four carries.

Judkins had three straight runs during the stretch, including a 
long of 15 yards that moved the ball from the OSU 20 to the 35 – an 
emphatic scamper that would be a piece to Ohio State running the 
clock out on the Nittany Lions to capture a top-five road victory.

Finishing the day with 14 carries for 95 yards – good for 6.8 
yards per carry – Judkins now sits with 615 yards on 95 attempts 
with seven touchdowns (one receiving).

Greg Wilson, BSB: After what might have been his strongest 
game as a Buckeye against Nebraska on Oct. 26, Cody Simon 
responded against Penn State with another impressive showing. 
In a game that had the Ohio State defense give up just six points, 
Simon was a big part of making stops throughout the entire 60 
minutes.

He delivered in a big way when the Buckeyes were up by just 
four points late in the third quarter. Needing a big stop after the 
Nittany Lions got themselves into good field position via a punt 
return, Simon led the charge on a second-and-8 play, splitting 
the offensive line and taking quarterback Drew Allar down for a 
9-yard sack.

He also had an ever-important stop on the Nittany Lions’ last 
drive of the game when the Buckeyes allowed them to get down 
to the OSU 3-yard line in the fourth quarter. Simon set the tone 
inside the 5 with the first stop of that series, combining with Lathan 
Ransom to take down running back Kaytron Allen for no gain, a 
drive that would end up with Ohio State keeping Penn State out 
of the end zone.

Simon finished the game with a team-leading 10 tackles (five 
solo) and the sack that came at an important point of the game 
for Ohio State. He has now been able to put together two straight 
good games and could be taking the next step to becoming 
exactly what the OSU defense needs in the middle of its unit.

BSB Subscribers: 

Bob Cody: I’m giving my Buckeye Leaves to the revamped 
offensive line, the coaching staff, the ENTIRE DEFENSE – especially 
Cody Simon and Davison Igbinosun – and Will Howard, a true 
leader who overcame his own in-game adversity. And a leaf to the 
Columbus radio pregame crew – Tim May, Andy Katzenmoyer and 
Anthony Rothman, who unlike the print media “experts,” including 
BSB, picked the Buckeyes to notch win No. 8 in a row over PSU!

John Lanning: I’ve been hard on the defense over the past 
year. Today you are a MAN. Great job. Everyone did their job. And 
all is good. This was a team win if I ever saw one.

Otis Johnson: Justin Frye. I’ve been as critical of him as 
anyone, but I’ll always give credit when due. We lost two left 
tackles in two games and still managed to field a unit that actually 
dominated. That doesn’t happen in one week. That comes from 
preparation and development throughout the season. 

Even though we’ll be losing four starters from this year’s line 
at the end of the season, I’m now excited about next year’s group.

R1TBDBITL: The O-line. Besides the push they had all day 
long, did they even have one false start?

Terrier Buck: Jelani Thurman is likely to be overlooked, but his 
fourth-down catch in the first half was huge.

Byron McNutt: It seems every player and coach contributed 
to this victory. It is hard to single out just three. While it wasn’t 
perfect, the players were focused. They faced adversity a number 
of times but still executed. They handled the record crowd noise 
and didn’t have any false starts or motion penalties. The defense 
made stops and was prepared for the Penn State trick formations. 
When was the last time you saw the offense hold the ball for 5:13 
at the end of the game? 

 It was a team victory in a hostile environment. Therefore, 
everyone gets a Buckeye Leaf. The win takes a weight off their 
shoulders and gives them confidence. It was great to see them 
celebrate together and with the Buckeye Nation fans in attendance.

BuckeyeScott: I think we should give some Buckeye Leaves 
to those brave fans who took on the trip to Happy Valley and 
rooted the Buckeyes to victory. They were a small but mighty 
contingent of scarlet and gray faithful who were pushed into 
the extreme edges of Beaver Stadium but did not back down 
and made their presence known. “WE ARE; HAPPY!” “WE ARE; 
HAPPY!” WE ARE; HAPPY!”

Tiffin Buckeye: Caleb Downs, Quinshon Judkins, the entire 
O-Line! And Jayden Fielding. 

PeyoteBuck: Judkins gets mine. He was a steady work horse 
plowing through the Lions. He was quiet and efficient.

Mcarr: At first I was going to say everyone on the offensive 
line. But I’m going to go all in and say everyone on the team, from 
the coaches right down to the ball boy. Great win. It wasn’t always 
pretty, but a great win.

Poster That Harley Built: How about somebody a little 
more obscure. Jayden Fielding. He takes as much criticism as Jim 
Knowles, and frequently rightfully so. But he nailed both of his field 
goals. Take those away and it’s 14-13 and Penn State can win with 
a field goal. That changes the complexion of the whole game.

FAN FORUM
Buckeye Leaves

From The Message Board

“Finish strong and keep fighting. 
Use the next two weeks to build for 
the last two.” 

–Tiffin Buckeye 

“Use the next two games to keep 
building the new-look offensive line 
so it will be humming the way it was 
before Josh Simmons went down when 
we get to upstart Indiana and TSUN. As 
for weaknesses, I’d still like to see more 
pressure on the opposing quarterback. 
As far as strengths, there are so many, 

but after watching the last quarter of 
the Nebraska game and the entire Penn 
State game, I am going to say, first and 
foremost, ‘grit.’ And the grittiest is Will 
Howard.”

– Mcarr 

“We have run the gauntlet and 
survived. But an upstart sits in our 
way…Indiana. Don’t dismiss the 
Hoosiers and look ahead. TTUN will still 
be there. One game at a time.” 

– John Lanning 

“The next step is to beat the next 
team on the schedule. One game 
at a time and grind it out. I believe 
the greatest strength of this Buckeye 
team appears to be the team playing 
as a team. In other words, someone 
different steps up when needed. 
It’s not just always the same player 
making all the plays. As far as the 
greatest weakness, it’s miscues; 
penalties and turnovers. They need to 
play clean and take care of the ball 
if they want this to be that special 

season.” 
– BuckeyeScott 

“Play one game at a time. There 
were many upsets and scares in 
yesterday’s slate of games.” 

– R1TBDBITL

“Momentum. They made big steps 
against the Lions, on foreign turf no 
less. They need to build on that and 
move forward.” 

– PeyoteBuck

Ohio State seemed to get its 2024 season back on track following its 
signature win over No. 3 Penn State in Happy Valley on Saturday, but 
the Buckeyes’ year is still far from a finished product with four more 

regular-season games left and a potentially long postseason to follow. 
We asked readers on the BuckeyeSports.com Fan Forum what they 

think is the next step Ohio State needs to take in order for it to best 
position itself for a potentially special finish to the year, as well as 

what they believe is the biggest strength and biggest weakness of the 
team through the first eight games of the season. 



OPINIONOPINION

Critics Silenced – At Least For Now
Everything is sunshine and roses again 

throughout Buckeye Nation because the so-
called World-Famous Ohio State Buckeyes did 
what their ever-increasing number of critics be-
lieved they could not do.

The Buckeyes went into the belly of the 
beast Nov. 2 and brought home an extremely 
hard-earned 20-13 victory against No. 3 Penn 
State in front of a record Beaver Stadium 
crowd of 111,030.

The last time the team went on the road to 
take on a top-five opponent resulted in a dis-
appointing 32-31 loss at Oregon, a defeat that 
triggered a cacophony of criticism of a team 
that was supposed to march unabated to a 
national championship. But as that defeat had 
disapproving fingers pointing in several differ-
ent directions, the victory in Happy Valley was 
a total team effort by players, coaches and units 
who have had their mettle tested since return-
ing from Eugene.

Transfer quarterback Will Howard went 
back to his home state and notched his first 
signature victory as a Buckeye, overcoming two 
glaring mistakes to do it.

A defensive line that hadn’t come close to its 
preseason star-studded billing came up with a 
crucial second-half, goal-line stand for second 
week in a row.

A cobbled-together offensive line, with a 
two-time All-Big Ten guard starting his first 
game at tackle and a former starting center fill-
ing in at guard, closed out the game with physi-
cality, allowing a stagnant running attack to bull 
its way out from its own 1-yard line in the final 
five-plus minutes to put away the victory.

And head coach Ryan Day got the mon-
key off his back – at least temporarily – with 
a big-time, regular-season victory on the road 
against a top-five opponent for the first time in 
his head-coaching career. The Buckeyes hadn’t 
gone on the road to knock off a top-five oppo-
nent during the regular season since a 24-7 win 
at No. 2 Texas in 2006.

There had been a lot made about Howard’s 
homecoming to a place where he wanted to 
play his college ball, a place that apparently 
wasn’t interested in him. And during a ragged 
first half, it looked like Penn State had made 
the right choice.

Howard’s first pass attempt of the after-
noon was perhaps his laziest in an Ohio State 
uniform, a telegraphed throw that was easily 
jumped by Nittany Lions defensive back Zion 
Tracy, who turned it into a 31-yard interception 
return for a touchdown. The pick-six left the 
Buckeyes in an early 10-0 hole with that record 
crowd screaming for scarlet and gray blood.

Howard quickly got his team out of that 
hole, however, leading the Buckeyes to touch-
downs on their next two possessions to grab a 
14-10 lead. But Ohio State missed an opportu-
nity to put a stranglehold on the proceedings 
when Howard lost a fumble as he was racing 
for the end zone, the loose ball flying over the 
goal-line pylon for a touchback.

In the second half, though, when his team 
needed him most, Howard rose to the occa-
sion. In addition to completing 6 of 9 attempts 
for 64 yards, he rushed for two first downs on 
the final possession, including the game-clinch-
ing, 7-yard keeper on a third-and-3 play with the 
clock winding under a minute and Penn State 
out of timeouts.

Howard’s final run put the capper on a text-
book example of how to close out a victory.

After the defense had come up with a goal-
line stand, stopping the Nittany Lions after they 
had first-and-goal at the 3-yard line, the offense 
chewed up the final 5:13 of the game with the 
kind of solid running attack that had gone large-
ly MIA since a 203-yard effort in early October 
against Iowa.

Veteran left guard Donovan Jackson, a first-
team All-Big Ten performer during each of the 
past two seasons, made his first-ever start at the 
left tackle position vacated by injuries to starter 
Josh Simmons and backup Zan Michalski. In 
Jackson’s guard spot was Carson Hinzman, 
who started all 12 regular-season games at 
center last season.

There were a few early hiccups, and How-
ard was sacked a season-high three times. But 
by the time the game had reached crunch time, 
the Buckeyes leaned on the offensive line, and it 
responded like it had been playing together for 
years. OSU gained 78 of its 176 rushing yards 
in the fourth quarter, including 58 of that total 
on the final drive.

Of course, that drive would never have been 
possible without the goal-line stand that pre-
ceded it, the second game in a row the Ohio 
State had come up big when it mattered most.

The week before, the Buckeyes stuffed 
Nebraska on fourth down at the 2-yard line in 
the third quarter. But that was against a team 
ranked 14th in rushing and 11th in scoring in 
the expanded Big Ten. This time, it was against 
Penn State that entered the game as the con-
ference’s No. 3 rushing offense and No. 4 scor-
ing offense.

And it came with sophomore Kayden Mc-
Donald filling in at one of the defensive tackle 
spots for a hobbled Tyleik Williams.

The meaning of getting the victory certainly 
wasn’t lost on Day, who probably hadn’t allowed 
himself such a wide smile since, well, maybe 
since the 49-28 win against Clemson in the 
2020 College Football Playoff semifinal.

“We were at a crossroads,” Day admitted, 
“(but) all of our goals are in front of us now.”

Maybe Ohio State goes on to win the nation-
al championship and maybe it doesn’t. There 
are a lot of hurdles remaining between now 
and the end of the season. But if a champion-
ship is truly in the cards for 2024, the Buckeyes 
need look back only at the signature win at 
Penn State to find where the title march actu-
ally started.          

Two More Standouts
In addition to all of the aforementioned 

plays, there were two others – both on defense, 
and made by players of whom I have been more 
than critical in the past – that deserve recogni-
tion.

The first came at the end of the first half 
when cornerback Davison Igbinosun made 
a spectacular interception in the end zone to 
keep Penn State from a late score. Igbinosun 
seems to me like a walking advertisement for 
pass interference much of the time, but his 
play on Penn State receiver Harrison Wallace 
III – with Wallace grabbing the OSU defensive 
back’s face mask, no less – helped keep the 
Buckeyes in front at 14-10 heading to halftime.

The second came late in the third quarter 
with Ohio State clinging to a 17-13 advantage. 
The Nittany Lions had just crossed midfield 
when OSU defensive coordinator Jim Knowles 
finally decided to dial up the pressure on Penn 
State quarterback Drew Allar.

Allar, who was a game-time decision be-
cause of a knee injury, had to that point in the 
game been able to gash the Ohio State defense 
with six scrambles totaling 40 yards, including 

three for first downs. Just as importantly, the 
OSU pass rush had been unable to make Allar 
uncomfortable in the pocket.

But on a second-and-8 play at the Ohio State 
47, linebacker Cody Simon came free on a de-
layed blitz and sacked Allar for a 9-yard loss. Si-
mon had racked up a bunch of tackles this sea-
son, but there have been times when he seems 
to be chasing opposing ball-carriers rather than 
engaging them. Not on this one, though. Simon 
ran right through Allar and dropped him on his 
backside.

It was a play that so fired up the Buckeyes 
that defensive ends Kenyatta Jackson Jr. and JT 
Tuimoloau shared a sack on the next play, forc-
ing the Nittany Lions to punt.

After that, Penn State got only one 
fourth-quarter possession – the one that ended 
in being denied at the goal line.    

   
Money, Money, Money

Not a fan of big games at noon? Tough.
They aren’t going anywhere as long as the 

money train keeps chugging along.
Mike Mulvihill, whose title is president of 

insights and analytics for the Fox Sports Net-
work, understands marquee games played at 
noon might not be popular with those in actual 
attendance, but the revenue networks can reap 
from national telecasts means the early Satur-
day kickoffs are here to stay.

“It’s our job to put the schools that we’re 
partners with in front of as many people as pos-
sible,” Mulvihill told The Athletic on Oct. 31. “If 
we can provide our schools as much exposure 
as possible, that should not just benefit Fox, but 
that should benefit those programs. What we’ve 
found over the last six years is that it’s very clear 
that putting our best game on at noon is what 
delivers the biggest audiences for these games.”

Fox discovered that the Penn State-Ohio 
State matchup in 2022, which was the net-
work’s “Big Noon” game the last time the Buck-
eyes visited State College, performed about 
one-third better ratings-wise than a game aired 
in prime time.

“There’s a belief that prime time is some-
how inherently better,” Mulvihill said, “but that’s 
not really matched up by the analysis.”

Mulvihill added that he understands the de-
sire of students and fans who want to sleep in 
before diving into the game in prime time. But 
ratings and television money are still king.

“I think there’s a less vocal part of the fan 
base that appreciates the daytime starts be-
cause we’ve heard from coaches and ADs 
throughout the conference that they like the 
logistics of the daytime starts,” Mulvihill said. 
“When you play a night game on the road, your 
team may not get home until 3 o’clock in the 
morning.”

The other piece to the puzzle is advertising 
money, especially this year. As fans at home 
settled in to watch the game, viewers in Ohio 
and Pennsylvania – two key states in the U.S. 
presidential election – were bombarded with 
campaign ads during commercials. I lost count 
early in the second half when the ads were di-
vided at six each for Donald Trump and Kama-
la Harris.

“The election piece was absolutely part of 
it,” Mulvihill said, admitting that money is a 
driving force in how his network schedules its 
sports programming. “I’m sure there’s fatigue 
around campaign advertising in Pennsylvania 
because it might be the most important state 
in the election, but we did take that pretty se-
riously. The game is three days out from Elec-
tion Day,  and we knew it would be one of the 
biggest games of the season, so we wanted to 
capitalize on that advertising opportunity.”
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INSIDER

INSIDERINSIDER

OSU Moves Up 
To No. 3 In AP Poll

Following its statement 20-13 road vic-
tory at Penn State, Ohio State moved up 
one spot to No. 3 in the latest AP top 25 
rankings released on Nov. 3. 

This is the highest Ohio State has been 
ranked since its Oct. 12 loss to Oregon, 
which is ranked No. 1 in the poll for the 
third straight week, receiving all 62 first-
place votes. In between the two Big Ten 
foes is No. 2 Georgia, which scored 14 
unanswered points in the fourth quarter 
to get past unranked Florida with a 34-20 
victory. 

Rounding out the top five are No. 4 Mi-
ami (Fla.) and No. 5 Texas, each moving 
up one spot in the rankings following the 
Hurricanes’ 53-31 win over Duke and the 
Longhorns’ off week. 

Texas moves back into the top five in 
large part due to Penn State’s loss, which 
caused the Nittany Lions to drop three 
spots to No. 6. But while one team in the 
Big Ten dropped in the rankings, another 
one shot up, with Indiana moving up five 
spots from No. 13 to No. 8 – just behind 
Tennessee – after its convincing 47-10 win 
at Michigan State. The 9-0 Hoosiers are off 
to their best start in program history and 
are ranked within the top 10 for the first 
time since November 2020. 

Joining Indiana in the top 10 entering 
Week 11 are No. 9 BYU, which did not 
move after its off week, and No. 10 Notre 
Dame, which fell two spots following its off 
week. 

The top 25 featured some high risers, 
none more than No. 13 SMU. The Mus-
tangs jumped up seven spots from No. 20 
following their blowout 48-25 home win 
over now-No. 23 Pittsburgh. With the win, 
SMU has positioned itself well for a po-
tential ACC regular-season championship, 
especially following Clemson’s surprising 
33-21 loss to previously unranked Louis-
ville at home. 

The Tigers’ loss dropped Dabo Swin-
ney’s team down eight spots to No. 19, 
while it also brought Louisville back into 
the top 25 at No. 25 after previously falling 
out in September. 

The Jeff Brohm-led Cardinals are one 
of two newcomers in this week’s poll, join-

ing No. 24 Vanderbilt, which is back in the 
rankings after a brief one-week hiatus fol-
lowing its 17-7 win at Auburn. 

After BSB went to press, the College 
Football Playoff selection committee was 
scheduled to reveal its inaugural top 25 
rankings of the 2024 season, allowing fans 
to get their first glimpse at the new 12-team 
playoff bracket. The rankings were set to 
be released live on ESPN on Nov. 5 at 7 
p.m. 

Michalski, Kacmarek Out, 
Williams Injured At PSU 

Ohio State was without a pair of key of-
fensive contributors in its win against Penn 
State, with tight end Will Kacmarek and 

offensive lineman Zen Michalski among 
the five Buckeyes listed as inactive prior to 
kickoff in State College, Pa. 

Michalski’s injury status was perhaps 
the most significant. The redshirt junior 
had been named the team’s starting left 
tackle for the remainder of the season fol-
lowing the season-ending knee injury to 
Josh Simmons against Oregon, but a low-
er-body injury he suffered himself at the 
end of the Nebraska game kept him out of 
the top-four matchup with the Nittany Li-
ons. 

With Michalski out, Ohio State had to 
mix and match on the offensive line, sliding 
veteran left guard Donovan Jackson to left 
tackle and inserting redshirt sophomore 

2024 Ohio State Football Schedule
Date Opponent Result/Time (ET) TV Record, Last Result
Aug. 31 AKRON W, 52-6 CBS 2-7, 41-30 loss to Buffalo
Sept. 7 WESTERN MICHIGAN W, 56-0 BTN 5-3, idle
Sept. 21 MARSHALL W, 49-14 FOX 5-3, 28-23 win over La.-Monroe
Sept. 28 at Michigan State W, 38-7 Peacock 4-5, 47-10 loss to Indiana
Oct. 5 IOWA W, 35-7 CBS 6-3, 42-10 win over Wisconsin
Oct. 12 at Oregon L, 32-31 NBC 9-0, 38-17 win over Michigan
Oct. 26 NEBRASKA W, 21-17 FOX 5-4, 27-20 loss to UCLA
Nov. 2 at Penn State Noon FOX 7-1, 20-13 loss to Ohio State
Nov. 9 PURDUE Noon FOX 1-7, 26-20 (OT) loss to Northwestern
Nov. 16 at Northwestern TBA TBA 4-5, 26-20 (OT) win over Purdue
Nov. 23 INDIANA TBA TBA 9-0, 47-10 win over Michigan State
Nov. 30 MICHIGAN Noon FOX 5-4, 38-17 loss to Oregon
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BSB Subscribers Show Support Through VIP Program
Now is the time for loyal Buckeye Sports Bulletin readers to show their support 

through our VIP subscription program as we struggle through these times of high 
inflation, which have affected all small businesses. As most of you know, the news-
paper business these days is challenging in even the best of times.

“We want to thank the many BSB readers who have stepped up and shown their 
support for Buckeye Sports Bulletin through the VIP program,” BSB publisher Frank 
Moskowitz said. “It is a true vote of confidence in what we are doing now, what we 
have done the previous 43 years and what we plan to do in the future.”

A VIP upgrade can easily pay for itself each year with special VIP discounts and 
perks.

VIP subscribers enjoy a 5 percent discount on any Ohio State football trip booked 
through Reynolds Travel. And VIP subscribers receive a certificate good for $10 off 
at Roosters restaurants, the “Fun, Casual Joint,” a $10 gift card from College Tradi-
tions, as well as a card from either Rusty Bucket or Cameron Mitchell restaurants 
good for $10 off your next food purchase.

With the $50 Brutus VIP upgrade, Buckeye Sports Bulletin subscribers will have 
their names and cities listed in two different issues annually as supporters of BSB.

Those who add $100 to their subscriptions will have their names and cities listed 
in all 24 issues each year as BSB Scarlet patrons. Those who donate $125 will be 
designated as Elite patrons in each issue.

And those who donate $150 or more will have their names listed as Elite-Plus 
VIPs. The four largest Elite-Plus donors to the Buckeye Sports Bulletin VIP program 
will have their names listed in each issue as Wachsman Level Elite Plus donors, in 
honor of the late BSB assistant publisher, Karen Wachsman, and our largest donor 
will be designated as the Woody Level Wachsman Elite-Plus Donor.

To upgrade your existing subscription to VIP status, with all the benefits that 
come with that designation, go to BuckeyeSports.com/vip-memberships to pay by 
credit card, or call us at (614) 486-2202 during regular business hours. If readers 
have questions about this program, they can call the same number.

The following are our Elite Wachsman, Elite-Plus, Elite, Scarlet and Brutus VIP 
subscribers. 

Woody Level Elite Wachsman Donor (in honor of late BSB assistant pub-
lisher Karen Wachsman): Roosters Foundation.

Elite Wachsman Donors (in honor of late BSB assistant publisher Karen 
Wachsman): Beth Wachsman, Columbus; B2, Reston, Va.; Jim Walton, Naples, Fla.; 
Don Kersey, Springboro, Ohio; 

Elite-Plus Donors: Roger Albrecht, Columbus; Fredrick Bradshaw, Columbus; 
Brian Bucher, Ponte Vedra Beach, Fla.; Thomas E. Farish, Port St. Lucie, Fla.; Terry T. 
Farmer, Lancaster, Ohio; Sander Flaum, New York; Mike Heimann, Ashland, Ohio; 
Freddie and Joe Huber, Walpole, Mass.; Gregory Jones, Calabasas, Calif.; Noreen 

Kenney-Campbell, Mount Pleasant, S.C.; Kris Kersey, Pittsburgh, Pa.; Fred Krisch, 
Cleveland; Larry Larson, Ladera Ranch, Calif.; Dan LaVille, Grand Rapids, Mich; Jer-
ry Lawhun, Rio Verde, Ariz.; Alan Lord, Reynoldsburg, Ohio; W. Lee Mackewiz O.D., 
Bear, Del.: Allen McMillin Jr., Logan, Ohio; Jeff Montgomery, Palm Beach Gardens, 
Fla.; In memory of Hugh and Dixie Rea, Washington Court House, Ohio; In mem-
ory of Lisa Rea, Greenfield, Ohio; Bob Redfield, Dublin, Ohio; Jim Reichler, Toledo; 
The Russell Group United, Columbus; Jim Shindler, Sylvania, Ohio; John Thomas, 
Kentfield, Calif.; Dominic Verrilli III, Columbus, Ohio; Bob Weber, Mishawaka, Ind.; 
Richard Yoss, Woodsfield, Ohio.

Elite Donors: Robert Ankerman, Holland, Mich.; Marshall Beck, Sarasota, Fla.; 
Phillip Blue, Prior Lake, Minn.; In memory of Norwin Brovitz, Oakmont, Pa.; Da-
vid Cobb, Tipp City, Ohio; Iris Cremean, Walbridge, Ohio; Bob Doyle, Beavercreek, 
Ohio; Richard Dunkelberger, Groveport, Ohio; Fred Fingerhut, Phoenix; Chalk Fry 
DDS, Sarasota, Fla.; Raminder Gill, Colusa, Calif.; Laura Granich, Columbus; Paul E. 
Hackett, The Villages, Fla.; James Hamilton, Murrysville, Pa.; Joe Helmer, Wester-
ville, Ohio; Curtis High, Beavercreek, Ohio; Carl R. Jeffery DDS, Van Wert, Ohio; 
Frank Klaus, Pepper Pike, Ohio; John Krepop, The Villages, Fla.; Paul Lappert, Co-
lumbus; Tom Leggett, Dublin, Ohio: Brian Livingston, Louisville, Ky.; Dr. Jonathan 
Lucas, Portsmouth, Ohio; Robert Maddux, Cincinnati; George Massad, Bowling 
Green, Ohio; Mike from Marietta, Ga.; Col. George R. Nelson, New Albany, Ohio; 
Theodore Pegram, Eden Prairie, Minn.; Greg Place, Greenville, Ohio; Robert Risher, 
Celina, Ohio; James Robinson Jr., Council Bluffs, Iowa; Charlie Shaffer, Edison, Ohio; 
Bill Short, Sparta, Ohio; Mark Skinner, Columbus; Kyle Smith, Marietta, Ga.; Dr. Earl 
Strimple, Washington, D.C.; James Thomas, The Villages, Fla.; Chuck Underwood, 
Miamisburg, Ohio; Dan van Blaricom, Dublin, Ohio; Elliott S. Wettstein, Waverly, 
Ohio; J.D. Wientjes, Peoria, Ill.; Kenny Wright, Westerville, Ohio; David J. Young, Sup-
ply, N.C.; Edwin Zechman Jr., Sarasota, Fla.; Anonymous, Columbus; Anonymous, 
Council Bluffs, Iowa; Anonymous, Lancaster, Ohio; Anonymous, Lewisburg, W.Va.

Scarlet VIPS: William Adams, Willoughby, Ohio; Anthony Ananthanarayanan, 
Rochester, Mich.; Greg Brooks, Gahanna, Ohio; Marty Brumbaugh, Troy, Ohio; Don-
ald Collins, Kenton, Ohio; Joseph A. Cusma Sr., Massillon, Ohio; Dennis Dahm, San-
dusky, Ohio; Julie Ellis, Apple Valley, Calif.; Mike Freeburn, Columbus; Tom Goila, 
Cincinnati; Dave Hamilton. Canton, Ohio; Richard G. Hannan Jr., Chillicothe, Ohio; 
Doug Harris, Lima, Ohio; Ed Helal, Ashland, Ohio; Phil Helal, Strongsville, Ohio; 
Dave Palmer, Washington, Mich.; Theodore Pegram, Eden Prairie, Minn.; Lawrence 
Romanoff, Powell, Ohio; Jim Shaw, Lake Forest, Calif.; Dr. William Thomas, Gallipo-
lis, Ohio; Anonymous, Dallas; Anonymous, Gaffney, S.C.; Anonymous, Girard, Ohio; 
Anonymous, Norwalk, Ohio. 
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Carson Hinzman at left guard for his first 
start of the season. That plan proved suc-
cessful against the Nittany Lions, where 
the new-look front five helped set the tone 
for the Buckeye offense all game, allowing 
them to rush for 176 yards on 40 carries, 
though they did let up three sacks. 

Kacmarek has been absent from Ohio 
State’s lineup ever since going down 
with an injury after his first-quarter catch 
against Oregon, and there is no timeta-
ble for his return. The Buckeyes received 
production from a number of Kacmarek’s 
teammates against the Nittany Lions both 
in the running and passing game, none 
more than redshirt freshman Jelani Thur-
man, who had a 19-yard catch on a fourth-
and-1 during the second quarter. 

But while the Buckeyes were without 
the services of two key offensive players, 
they did return a key defensive starter in 
safety Lathan Ransom, who was inserted 
back into the lineup after missing just the 
Nebraska game with a foot ailment he suf-
fered in practice. The fifth-year safety made 

his presence felt in the win, recording sev-
en tackles and a pass breakup. 

Ohio State did not leave Beaver Stadi-
um unscathed, though, as star defensive 
tackle Tyleik Williams went down with 
an ankle injury in the fourth quarter that 
caused him to miss the rest of the game. 
Williams, who had previously missed the 
Marshall game with an undisclosed injury, 
appeared to tweak his ankle after a group 
of Nittany Lions offensive linemen and 
Ohio State defensive linemen rolled up on 
his leg. 

Head coach Ryan Day did not seem too 
worried about the health of his All-Big Ten 
senior after the game, however. 

“He was fine,” Day said when asked 
about Williams’ status. “I just grabbed him 
(in the locker room). He said he was fine.” 

Three Freshmen Added 
To Travel Roster 

A trio of freshmen made their first road 
trip of their respective collegiate careers 
on Nov. 2 when tight end Max LeBlanc 

and offensive linemen Ian Moore and Gabe 
VanSickle were each added to Ohio State’s 
travel roster for Penn State. They were 
added due to the injuries to Kacmarek, Mi-
chalski and Simmons.

LeBlanc and VanSickle made their first 
road trips not long after losing their black 
stripes, with LeBlanc shedding his on Oct. 
17 and VanSickle Oct. 23, respectively. 
Moore, a four-star prospect out of New 
Palestine, Ind., lost his black stripe in the 
middle of fall camp on Aug. 15. 

Those three help make up a group of 12 
freshmen who traveled to State College, 
Pa., which also included running backs 
Sam Williams-Dixon and James Peoples, 
wide receivers Mylan Graham and Jeremi-
ah Smith, defensive end Eddrick Houston, 
linebacker Payton Pierce, quarterback Ju-
lian Sayin, cornerback Aaron Scott and 
safety Jaylen McClain. 

With the game being so tightly contest-
ed, only three first years – Houston, Smith 
and McClain – entered the game, with only 
Smith appearing in the stat sheets with a 

team-high four catches for 55 yards.
The only other Buckeye who made the 

travel roster for the first time this season 
was senior Max Lomonico, who replaced 
Collin Johnson as Ohio State’s backup long 
snapper.

16 NFL Teams On
Hand For OSU-PSU

Ohio State’s marquee matchup with No. 
3 Penn State had a number of players on 
each roster who are bound to play at the 
next level, and that was made evident when 
24 NFL scouts representing 16 teams were 
on hand to take in the top-four matchup. 

The Washington Commanders had the 
most scouts taking in the game with four, 
while the New York Giants were next with 
three, followed by the Baltimore Ravens, 
Carolina Panthers and Houston Texans 
with two. 

Ten teams sent just one scout to State 
College, including the Chicago Bears, Cin-
cinnati Bengals, Denver Broncos, the Su-
per Bowl-winning Kansas City Chiefs, the 
Las Vegas Raiders, Los Angeles Rams, 
Miami Dolphins, New York Jets, Pittsburgh 
Steelers and Tennessee Titans. 

The Buckeyes’ game against Penn State 
featured a plethora of future NFL talent. 
Ohio State has multiple players who are 
projected to go in the early rounds of next 
year’s NFL draft this spring, including cor-
nerback Denzel Burke, wideout Emeka Eg-
buka and defensive linemen Jack Sawyer, 
JT Tuimoloau and Williams, each of whom 
contributed in the win. 

Penn State has a number of pro-ready 
prospects itself, including quarterback 
Drew Allar, running backs Kaytron Allen 
and Nick Singleton, defensive end Abdul 
Carter and safety Jaylen Reed.

Meyer Impressed With 
OSU After Win At PSU 

Former Ohio State coach and current 
Fox Sports analyst Urban Meyer had high 
praise for the Buckeyes after their win over 
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BSB has learned about a pair of recent passings of former 
Ohio State football players.

Jim Kregel, a three-year starter for Ohio State at offensive 
guard from 1971-73, passed away Oct. 3 at his home near Toledo 
at the age of 72.

Kregel was an All-Ohio guard out of Woodward High 
School in Toledo before playing for the Buckeyes. He was the 
starting left guard on lines that featured such All-Americans as 
Kurt Schumacher and John Hicks, and he blocked for the likes of 
Archie Griffin, Cornelius Greene, Brian Baschnagel and Champ 
Henson.

Kregel earned first-team All-Big Ten honors in 1973, 
helping the team to a 10-0-1 finish that culminated in a 42-21 win 
against USC in the Rose Bowl. The Buckeyes outscored their 
opponents that season by a 413-64 margin.

Kregel went on to play for the Birmingham franchise in the 
old World Football League.

Will Sander, who led the Buckeyes in rushing during the 
1964 season, passed away Sept. 30 in Roanoke, Va. He was 80.

Sander was a two-year starter for 
OSU at fullback following an All-Ohio 
prep career as a running back and 
defensive end at McNicholas High School 
in Cincinnati. He is a member of the 
McNicholas Athletic Hall of Fame.

He rushed for 1,299 yards and 16 
TDs for the Buckeyes, totals that at the 
time ranked among the program’s all-time 
top 10.

After college, he worked for General Electric as an 
industrial engineer for more than 35 years. According to 
Sander’s obituary, he also “spent countless hours during his 
free time coaching and refereeing little league and high school 
basketball and baseball games, fostering a love for sports in the 
next generation.”

 — Mark Rea

Former OSU Lineman, Fullback Pass Away
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Penn State. On Fox’s postgame coverage, 
Meyer compared the win to some of Day’s 
other achievements as the head coach of 
Ohio State.

“This is one of the most impressive wins 
in the Ryan Day era,” Meyer said.

Ohio State’s coach from 2012-18 was 
specifically impressed by the Buckeyes’ run 
game against Penn State, after they totaled 
176 yards on the ground on 40 carries for 
an average of 4.4 yards per tote.

It wasn’t always pretty for the Buckeyes 
on the ground, as they went for 53 yards 
on 18 carries combined in the second and 
third quarters, but they came through when 
it mattered, with a 58-yard game-sealing 
drive, which ate up the remaining 5:13 on 
the clock. The drive started at Ohio State’s 
1-yard line and featured only run plays, 
with Ohio State picking up four first downs.

“You get questioned about your tough-
ness. You get questioned about your offen-
sive line,” Meyer said. “All you have to do 
is show a 58-yard drive, 11 straight runs 
against a Penn State team in this stadium 
to close out a game. Their toughness was 
there. The offensive line, to me, won this 
football game.”

Purdue Set For 
“Big Noon Kickoff”

The game time for Ohio State’s match-
up against Purdue on Nov. 9 was revealed 
shortly after the win over Penn State.

After four Week 11 Big Ten game times 
were held back earlier in the week as part 
of a six-day selection process, the confer-

ence announced that the Buckeyes are slat-
ed for another “Big Noon Kickoff” on FOX 
in Columbus against the 1-7 Boilermakers. 

It will be the third straight week Ohio 
State will be playing in the main noon slot 

on FOX, with its last two games against Ne-
braska and Penn State also being televised 
on the network at that time. Ohio State’s 
Sept. 21 home game with Marshall was 
also a “Big Noon Kickoff.” 

Continued From Page 5

For a limited time, Buckeye 
Sports Bulletin is offering a dis-
count on the cost of a subscription 
upgrade to first class mail during 
football season or through foot-
ball recruiting season in February. 
The first class upgrade for football 
season, regularly $26, will be just 
$16, and the upgrade through the 
traditional National Signing Day 
in February will be just $30, down 
from $40.

“We think we can offset the cost 
of this discount with a reduction in 

the number of replacement papers 
we have to send out and a reduc-
tion in the number of subscriptions 
we have been losing because of 
untimely delivery,” BSB publisher 
Frank Moskowitz said.

To take advantage of this offer, 
send your check or credit card 
information (don’t forget your 
security code) to P.O. Box 12453, 
Columbus, Ohio, 43212. Credit card 
orders are accepted 24 hours a 
day at (614) 486-2202 or (800) 
760-2862.

BSB Offering Reduction In First-Class Mail Rate
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From The Pages Of BSB

40 Years Ago — 1984
The Buckeyes had their best shot at the Rose Bowl since 1980, 

and Earle Bruce was making every effort to ensure they did not 
let the chance slip away.

The events of Oct. 20 moved Ohio State into the position of 
being able to decide its own fate. Ohio State’s win over Michigan 
State, combined with Iowa’s shutout of Michigan and Illinois’ win 
over Purdue, made the race simple.

Iowa and Ohio State stood on top of the standings with 4-1 
league records. If both Ohio State and Iowa won the rest of their 
games, the Buckeyes would go to the Rose Bowl because of their 
45-26 victory over the Hawkeyes – simple as that.

Left on the slate were Wisconsin (4-3, 2-3), Indiana (0-7, 
0-5), Northwestern (2-6, 2-4) and Michigan (5-3, 3-2). Ohio 
State would be the favorite in all of those games, as it had 
been in every game that year. Its job was to go out and win 
them.

35 Years Ago — 1989
Cut this one out and put it in the scrapbook.
Ohio State’s electrifying resurrection from the dead against 

Minnesota on Oct. 28 ranked right up there with the 1935 game 
against Notre Dame, the Snow Bowl, the 1969 Rose Bowl, Archie 
Griffin’s first game, the time Art Schlichter and Dave Wilson com-
bined to pass for 10 TDs and almost 1,000 yards and Keith Byars’ 
five-touchdown performance against Illinois.

The Buckeyes made every mistake in the book in the first half 
against the Gophers, falling into a 31-0 hole with 4:29 left in the 
second quarter.

But the team that had its character questioned time after time 
during the 1989 season peeled itself off the Hubert H. Humphrey 
Metrodome carpet and made the second-biggest comeback in 
major-college football history.

It was Ohio State’s biggest comeback ever, surpassing the 
24-point deficit the Buckeyes had wiped out in a 45-38 victory 
over Illinois in 1984. That was the game in which Byars scored 
five TDs.

30 Years Ago — 1994
Imagine being a freshly scrubbed 18-year-old kid, just thrown 

out of the nest for a new home at a sprawling university, one that 
might be larger than your hometown.

That, in itself, might make the noggin do a few turns. But 
when you add in the news that “you’re going to be playing Big 
Ten football this year,” well, making like a cartoon animal – eyes 
bugging out, chin trembling, the works – would not be entirely 
unexpected.

This was how things went for true freshmen sometimes, and 
at Ohio State, five had gone through this potentially life-changing 
experience.

However, the contributions had been anything but small.
Offensive tackle Orlando Pace, guard and center Eric Gohls-

tin and offensive guard-turned-defensive tackle Winfield Garnett 
joined running backs Pepe Pearson and Jermon Jackson in the 
Buckeyes “Baby Brigade” in the fall.

“They have all done a good job for us,” OSU offensive coor-
dinator Joe Hollis said. “We had some questions coming into the 
season about the offensive line, but Orlando and Eric have helped 
us out.”

25 Years Ago — 1999
In recent weeks, Austin Moherman had become the forgotten 

Buckeye.
Sure, he still traveled with the team, and he had suited up for 

all of OSU’s games. But except for one play against Penn State, 
Moherman had hardly seen the field since Steve Bellisari wrest-
ed the starting job away from him with a strong performance in 
OSU’s second game, a Sept. 11 win over UCLA.

That all changed on Oct. 23 in a 20-17 win at Minnesota, when 
Moherman was summoned in the second half after Bellisari and 
the OSU offense couldn’t get anything going.

Moherman immediately helped OSU go on a scoring drive to 
take the lead, although his fumble later in the half paved the way 
for a Gophers touchdown as well.

“We’ve talked off and on about that,” head coach John Cooper 
said regarding the quarterback switch. “Steve just needs to settle 
down. We were taking too many negative plays. We figured, ‘Hey, 
let’s make a change here and see what happens.’ ”

20 Years Ago — 2004
Ohio State senior co-captain Lydell Ross was suspended 

from the team on Oct. 22 following an incident at a Columbus 
nightclub the day after the team lost at Iowa. Ross was not al-
lowed to dress for the homecoming game against Indiana on Oct. 
23 and was not seen on the sidelines.

He was suspended after managers of the Pure Platinum strip 
club in northern Columbus filed a complaint with police alleging 
that Ross passed fake money to a female dancer sometime after 
midnight on Oct. 17.

The club manager told reporters that Ross admitted to us-
ing the fake bills from the club’s in-house currency system and 
said that the phony money was given to him. The manager, who 
intimated to one Columbus television station that Ross was a fre-
quent visitor to the club, filed the complaint only after the tailback 
would not say who gave him the fake money.

15 Years Ago — 2009
Terelle Pryor proved to be a prophet, at least for one autumn 

Saturday in Ohio Stadium as No. 18 Ohio State crushed Minneso-
ta 38-7 on Oct. 24 on homecoming.

The Ohio State quarterback had endured a personal night-
mare of a game one week earlier in an upset loss at Purdue then 
had to hear from a chorus of critics that included reporters on 
both the local and national scene, a vocal faction of his team’s 
disgruntled fans and delighted backers of other teams around the 
country. But he looked and talked like a new man as the Buck-
eyes prepared for the Golden Gophers to come to town, and he 
said he intended to play like one, too.

“I’ve just been calm this week,” he said. “I feel real calm. When 
I started relaxing this week, everything came with me, and now 
I’m just taking what the defense gives me, and eventually, it’s go-
ing to lead to big plays and maybe we can put together some 
drives and get this thing going again.”

With 239 yards passing and 104 rushing against the Golden 
Gophers, Pryor delivered the type of performance college football 
followers had been awaiting since his breakout game against an 
overmatched Toledo squad roughly a month earlier, and no one 
was happier than his teammates to see him follow his worst Big 
Ten game with his best.

10 Years Ago — 2014
The Buckeyes came in at No. 16 in the first-ever College Foot-

ball Playoff committee rankings released on Oct. 28. Rankings 
factoring results on Nov. 1 would not be released until Nov. 4.

The rankings, decided by a 12-member selection committee 
made up mostly of current and former college administrators, 
were released in a half-hour show on ESPN with Mississippi 
State claiming the top spot.

The committee was directed to emphasize team records, 
strength of schedule, conference championships won, head-to-
head results and results against common opponents. It appeared 
the committee emphasized wins against quality opponents in its 
initial rankings, and committee chair Jeff Long said the Buckeyes 
would have a chance to move up as the season progressed.

“I wouldn’t call (the Virginia Tech loss) an albatross, but it 
was not a good loss,” said Long, who was Arkansas’ director of 
athletics. “Ohio State has opportunities on its schedule to play 
up, as many of these teams do. We’re still early in the process. 
While I wouldn’t get that excited about Ohio State’s placement, 
we do think that based on the other teams they have played to 
this point, this is where they deserve to be ranked.”

Five Years Ago — 2019
Ohio State true freshman Dawand Jones had turned heads 

during the 2019 season because of his whopping 6-8, 360-pound 
frame. It was his play on the field against Northwestern that had 
drawn attention most recently, however, as he cleared a massive 
hole on Master Teague’s 73-yard touchdown run. The Indiana 
native was expected to be a bit of a project and had been an 
assumed redshirt candidate for months. In a press conference 
on Oct. 22, head coach Ryan Day spoke to the contrary on that 
assumption.

“He’ll probably go more than four (games) just because he is 
very talented,” Day said of Jones. “We want to get him in some of 
these games when we can. His ceiling is very high. We want his 
development to continue.

“We’re going to play him if it makes sense. We also don’t want 
to be foolish.”

One Year Ago — 2023
The Mount Rushmore of Ohio State wide receivers was often 

debated, but the general list included the likes of David Boston, 
Cris Carter, Chris Olave and Santonio Holmes, among some other 
difficult choices. But after the 2023 season, it might have been 
time to get the chisel out.

In Ohio State’s 24-10 win over Wisconsin on Oct. 28, Marvin 
Harrison Jr. not only cemented himself among the greatest re-
ceivers to come through Columbus, but he continued to build 
upon his blossoming campaign for the Heisman Trophy, an ac-
complishment that was becoming more and more probable with 
each passing week.

There were those who didn’t believe that Harrison could 
win the Heisman, becoming the first receiver since Alabama’s 
DeVonta Smith in 2020 and just the sixth all-time to do so. But 
Day wasn’t one of them.

“I say it every week, he’s just tremendous,” Day said after the 
win. “I believe he’s the best football player in the country.” 

Harrison finished the game with 6 catches for 123 yards and 
two touchdowns.
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It will also be the 60th all-time matchup 
between Ohio State and Purdue, with the 
Buckeyes holding a convincing 42-15-2 re-
cord over their longtime Big Ten foes.

Big Ten Reverses  
Targeting Call 

After its 21-17 win over Nebraska on 
Oct. 26, Ohio State filed an appeal to the 
Big Ten Conference regarding linebacker 
Arvell Reese’s ejection for targeting late 
in the fourth quarter, which resulted in the 
conference reversing the call. 

On the Cornhuskers’ last offensive drive 
of the game, wide receiver Jahmal Banks 
made a catch and was hit by Reese, knock-
ing the ball out of his grasp to the turf where 
the Buckeyes would recover it. After a vid-
eo review of the play, officials ruled that not 
only was it an incomplete pass and not a 
fumble but also targeting, leading Day to 
become incredulous with the officials and 
fans to start throwing bottles onto the field. 

After Ohio State appealed the call a 
few days later, the conference went to the 
NCAA Football Secretary Rules Editor 
and after review, the call that was made 
on the field was reversed on Oct. 28. Day 
commented on the play the next day when 
he met with the media at his weekly press 
conference, saying that he believed when 
Banks was ruled to have caught the ball, 
he was no longer a defenseless player, but 
a ball carrier.

“Without getting into details of all the 
conversation, it’s very difficult to try to 
coach these players on what exactly to do 
in that situation,” he said. “And so I think 
what Arvell did in that situation is about 
what we’d expect someone to do and react 
in that moment right there trying to go win 
the game with the game on the line. I be-
lieve he keeps his head out of the tackle.

“Now, I give the league credit. I think 
the easiest thing to do would have been 

just to say no, but they did at least stand 
up and say, ‘No, that should not have been 
targeting in that moment.’ ”

Because of the reversal of the call, Re-
ese – who originally was suspended for the 
first half of the Penn State game due to his 
hit occurring after halftime – was available 
for the entire win over the Nittany Lions. 
He didn’t contribute on the stat sheet with 
any stops but did play 17 snaps in the win.

So far this season, Reese has 19 tackles 
(two for loss) and has been an important 
part of the Ohio State defense as the third 
linebacker in the lineup behind Cody Si-
mon and Sonny Styles.

Day Wants More 
D-Line Rotation 

Ohio State’s defensive line has not quite 
lived up to the expectations bestowed upon 
them before the season. With highly talent-
ed pass rushers like Sawyer and Tuimoloau 
and All-Big Ten caliber interior defensive 
linemen such as Ty Hamilton and Wil-
liams, some have been left scratching their 
heads after the Buckeyes’ underwhelming 
sack numbers. As a defense, Ohio State is 
tied for 22nd in the country with 2.75 sacks 
per game after the Penn State game.

One change that Day wanted to see 
ahead of the Penn State game was an in-
creased rotation of some of the team’s 
backup defensive linemen.

“I definitely think we want to rotate 
guys,” Day said on Oct. 29. “But when the 
game is on the line like that, we’ve got to 
make sure that we’re getting stops. We 
did that. We’ll have to do that again this 
week. But we’ve got to get (Kayden McDon-
ald) mixed in more, Hero (Kanu) mixed in 
more, Kenyatta ( Jackson Jr.), Caden Curry, 
and make sure that our guys are fresh in 
the fourth quarter.”

According to defensive coordinator Jim 
Knowles, longtime defensive line coach 

Larry Johnson plays a role in how reps are 
divided up at the position.

“I’m comfortable with whatever Coach 
Johnson deems appropriate,” Knowles 
said. “He’s around those guys all the time. 
He manages those guys, and he knows 
what he’s doing.”

Although the Buckeyes didn’t light up 
the box score with a multitude of sacks, 
against PSU the defensive line did get 
fairly consistent pressure on Allar. In the 
second half, the Buckeyes finally did get to 
him, and he was sacked on back-to-back 
plays in the third quarter resulting in a 
Penn State punt.

While one sack was recorded by Simon, 
the other was a combined sack from Jack-
son and Tuimoloau, in part a product of the 
Buckeyes’ rotation of defensive linemen in 
the win.

Williams-Dixon Loses 
Black Stripe

Williams-Dixon shed his black stripe 
on Oct. 30, becoming an “official” member 
of the Buckeyes and the 14th player in the 
2024 recruiting class to do so.

Williams-Dixon was one of two fresh-
man running backs the Buckeyes brought 
in this season, coming from Pickerington 
(Ohio) North as a three-star prospect along 
with Peoples, who was a four-star recruit 
out of San Antonio Veterans Memorial. 

Of the two young ball carriers, Peoples 
has had the larger impact early on with 
153 yards rushing on 35 carries with two 
touchdowns, but Williams-Dixon got slight-
ly involved in early-season blowouts as 
well, totaling four totes for 44 yards in four 
appearances. 

Williams-Dixon was the No. 661 overall 
prospect coming out of high school but was 
able to prove his worth early on when he 
was the leading carrier in the spring game 
with 78 yards and a touchdown on 11 car-

ries. 
However, since getting into both of 

the first two games against MAC oppo-
nents Akron and Western Michigan, Wil-
liams-Dixon has yet to see the field with 
Peoples, Quinshon Judkins and TreVeyon 
Henderson assuming all the carries. 

The Pickerington native joins fellow 
freshmen LeBlanc and VanSickle as play-
ers who shed their black stripes in the 
month of October. Nine freshmen have yet 
to lose their black stripe, a group includ-
ing cornerbacks Miles Lockhart and Bryce 
West, linebacker Garrett Stover, defensive 
linemen Dominic Kirks and Eric Mensah, 
offensive linemen Deontae and Devontae 
Armstrong, punter Nick McLarty and wide 
receiver Damarion Witten.

Downs Named Thorpe 
Award Semifinalist

Ohio State safety Caleb Downs has 
been named a semifinalist for the Jim Thor-
pe Award, one of 15 players in consider-
ation for the honor that goes to the nation’s 
top defensive back.

Downs has started all eight games for 
the Buckeyes this season after joining the 
team as a transfer from Alabama. He leads 
all Ohio State defensive backs with 5½ 
tackles for loss (35 overall) while also add-
ing three pass breakups, one quarterback 
hurry and a half sack. 

Downs, the former 2023 SEC Fresh-
man of the Year, is part of an Ohio State unit 
that is eighth in passing defense, allowing 
just 161.5 yards per game through the air, 
second in total defense (256.4 yards per 
game) and third in scoring defense (12.0 
points per game).

This is the third straight year the Buck-
eyes have had a semifinalist for the Jim 
Thorpe Award, with Burke making the list 
last season and Ransom being recognized 
in 2022.

The Oklahoma Sports Hall of Fame and 
Jim Thorpe Association will announce the 
finalists for the award on Nov. 26 as part of 
a special presentation by ESPN. 

Howard Named To 
Unitas Golden Arm Top 10

 Will Howard’s excellent 2024 cam-
paign has him in contention for national 
recognition at the end of the season. On 
Oct. 31, Howard was named as one of 10 
top candidates for the Johnny Unitas Gold-
en Arm Award, given to the nation’s best 
upperclassman quarterback each year. The 
winner will be announced on Dec. 6.

In his first year with the Buckeyes after 
transferring from Kansas State, Howard 
has led the offense to a total offense and 
scoring offense that rank among the best 
in the country with 457.6 total yards (14th) 
and 37.8 points per game (15th).

Howard has played some of the best 
football in his collegiate career with Ohio 
State, throwing for 1,977 yards, 19 touch-
downs and five interceptions. Even in a 32-
31 loss to Oregon, Howard completed 28 
of 35 passes for 326 yards and two touch-
downs.

The other most notable candidates on 
the list in addition to Howard were Allar, 
former Ohio State and current Texas start-
ing quarterback Quinn Ewers, Oregon 
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SCOTT STUART
UPON FURTHER REVIEW — A targeting call on linebacker Arvell Reese late in the game vs. Nebraska was over-
turned after Ohio State filed an appeal to the Big Ten Conference. Reese was originally suspended for the first half 
against Penn State, but his eligibility was restored.
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The excitement is building now that Ohio State has 
defeated Penn State and re-established itself as one of the 
top teams in the country. There is no need to miss any of 
the latest news on the Buckeyes’ quest for the playoffs and a 
national championship. The BSB staff will be reporting from 
every press conference or other availability throughout each 
week in real time at the electronic BuckeyeSports.com, free to 
all subscribers. The discussion should also be hot and heavy 
on the BuckeyeSports.com Forum, where subscribers and 
staff members interact.

BuckeyeSports.com also offers plenty of additional 
content not found in your paper. The Buckeye Sports Bulletin 
staff reports on the breaking stories plus posts additional 
features. This is also where you can find the latest recruiting 
news.

Along with daily posts, we offer reprints from the 
Buckeye Sports Bulletin archives as part of our popular 
Reprint Thursdays. Football season is also highlighted by 
the always entertaining Staff Predictions, which appear the 
Friday before every game. 

We want to remind readers that the complete edition 
of each BSB is posted at BuckeyeSports.com immediately 

upon completion of the paper, making the site a must for 
the readers having continuing mail problems. This electronic 
service, while not a substitute for your print edition, is a 
stopgap as your paper winds its way through the postal 
system and is also free to subscribers. BSB is also offering the 
opportunity to upgrade your subscription to first-class mail 
for the rest of the regular football season for just $16. See the 
box on page 6.

If you are not already taking advantage of BuckeyeSports.
com, simply email your name, address and preferred email 
address to subscriptions@buckeyesports.com, and we will 
send back easy instructions on how to access the site. 
Don’t forget, subscriptions@buckeyesports.com is our email 
address, not the website. We will send you directions on how 
to access the site.

If you are a current subscriber and have been unable to 
access all features on the site, please give us a call at (614) 
486-2202 and we will help you gain access. If you have any 
questions about BuckeyeSports.com, feel free to call us at the 
above number.

Follow The Bucks Daily In Their Quest For The Playoffs

FROM OUR MENU?
BUILD YOUR MASTERPIECE
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quarterback Dillon Gabriel and Indiana 
quarterback Kurtis Rourke.

McMahon Put On Naismith 
Award Watch List

Junior forward Cotie McMahon added 
to her list of preseason recognition on Oct. 
28 when she was named to the Naismith 
Watch List, an award given to the women’s 
college basketball Player of the Year.

In the 2022–23 season, McMahon was 
one of the best freshmen in the country, av-
eraging 15.1 points per game on 51.0 per-
cent shooting with 5.5 rebounds and 2.4 
assists. Following the season, McMahon 
was named the Big Ten Freshman of the 
Year and was included on the All-Big Ten 
second team.

McMahon was just as reliable as a 
sophomore on a regular-season Big Ten 
champion Ohio State team. Her shooting 
numbers were slightly down in 2023-24, 
shooting 46.0 percent from the field and 
scoring 14.4 points per game, but she im-
proved her rebounding numbers with 6.3 
rebounds per game.

With Jacy Sheldon off to the WNBA 
and others gone, McMahon, who was also 
named to the preseason All-Big Ten team 
in September, could take on an even bigger 
role this year.

Simon Earns Honors 
After Nebraska Game

Simon had quite the performance in 

Ohio State’s win over Nebraska. Ohio 
State’s Block “O” recipient recorded a 
team-high eight tackles, three of which 
were for loss, and most importantly he 
arguably made the play of the game at the 
goal line to help his team turn the Corn-
huskers over on downs. 

With the ball at the Ohio State 2-yard 
line on fourth-and-goal in the third quarter, 
Cornhuskers running back Dante Dowdle 
attempted to jump over his offensive line 
and reach for a touchdown, but forward 
progress was stopped just short of the goal 
line when Simon grabbed his legs to keep 
him from heading towards the end zone. 

Simon’s heroic efforts on that play and 
on Nebraska’s last drive, in which he re-
corded back-to-back tackles for loss, un-
doubtedly fueled his recognition as the 
Defensive Player of the Game for the Buck-
eyes, grading out as a champion at 92 per-
cent.

Simon’s performance was also rec-

ognized by Reese’s Senior Bowl, which 
named him their Defensive Player of the 
Week.

Ohio State Men’s Soccer 
Wins Share Of B1G Title 

The No-1-ranked Ohio State men’s soc-
cer team added another accomplishment 
to its already special season on Nov. 3 
when the Buckeyes clinched a share of the 
Big Ten regular-season title and the No. 1 
seed in the Big Ten tournament following a 
2-1 win at No. 10 Maryland. 

The Buckeyes – who finished the 2024 
regular season an impressive 12-1-3 (7-1-
2 Big Ten) – won or shared their first Big 
Ten regular-season title since 2015 and 
their fifth league title overall by staving off 
a late comeback by the Terrapins (8-4-5, 
5-3-2). 

After Ohio State took a 2-0 lead in the 
first half off of goals from senior defender 
Thomas Gilej (13:49) and junior midfielder 

Ashton Bilow (33:08), the Terrapins cut the 
deficit in half in the 51st minute off a score 
by junior Luca Costabile. But the Buckeyes 
remained unfazed, allowing Maryland to 
attempt just three shots the rest of the way 
and blocking all three to hang onto the one-
goal victory. 

Ohio State, led by sixth-year head coach 
and former Columbus Crew midfielder 
Brian Maisonneuve, now earns a bye to 
the semifinals of the Big Ten tournament, 
with the first two rounds held at SeatGeek 
Stadium in Bridgeview, Ill., from Nov. 7-10. 
The Buckeyes will play the winner of No. 4 
seed Washington (8-4-5, 4-3-3) and No. 5 
seed Michigan State (5-7-4, 4-4-2) on Nov. 
10 at 4:30 p.m. on Big Ten Network. 

The Big Ten tournament championship 
match will be held on Nov. 17 (2 p.m., Big 
Ten Network) at the home field of the high-
est remaining seed, putting Ohio State in 
position to hoist a trophy at Jesse Owens 
Memorial Stadium if it is to advance.
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OHIO STATE VS. PENN STATE

BSB Quotebook: Ohio State 20, Penn State 13
Ohio State head coach Ryan Day if 

this was the “angry” version of his 
team against Penn State: “Yeah, I think 
so, especially at the end. We’re going to go 
back and watch this and see a lot of things 
and break it down. We realize that the game 
probably could have been in a different 
spot, but at the end of the day, the way that 
we’ve been talking about it is, ‘Go win the 
game.’ We had to get a stop on defense. 
We went all the way to the 1-yard line and 
we got that stop. Tyleik (Williams) goes out 
and we had to send (Kayden McDonald) into 
the game and a few other guys to get that 
stop.” 

Penn State head coach James Franklin 
on Ohio State’s final offensive drive of 
the game: “They had a championship drive 
right there at the end. We did not play well 
in an obvious running situation. We did not 
handle, I think, the fact that the offense 
didn’t score in that situation well.”

Ohio State senior defensive end JT 
Tuimoloau on his defense’s fourth-quar-
ter goal-line stand: “It just shows the 
leadership we have on this team. Coach 
Mick (Marotti) always says that the import-
ant guys are the guys behind you. Tyleik 
has been chasing his goals, pulling along 
(McDonald) – Ty (Hamilton) has been pulling 
them as well. Just pulling on the young inte-
rior guys, so when they get up there, they’re 
not surprised by anything that comes their 
way because they’re meant for this moment. 
They’re made for this moment. I’m proud of 
them, all the young guys, from (McDonald) 
to Eddrick (Houston) to Jason Moore to 
Caden Curry and Kenyatta (Jackson), I can 
go all the way down the list.” 

Tuimoloau on if he had a feeling the 
defense was going to stop Penn State at 
the goal line: “If you don’t have the idea 
that you’re not going to let them score, that’s 
the wrong idea to have. When it’s a game 
like this on the goal line, those are moments 
you build for. Those are the moments you 
dive in. Those are the moments you make a 
name for yourself.”

Penn State junior quarterback Drew 
Allar on what he was looking for on 
the fourth-and-goal play at the end of 
the game: “We wanted to get it to (Tyler) 
Warren. The safety or nickel did a good job 
of playing over the top of it and driving it. 
It would have been a bang-bang play, short 
of the goal line or incomplete. I was looking 
at (tight end Khalil Dinkins). We just didn’t 
connect on it.”

Tuimoloau on if he and his team-
mates won this game for Day: “Yeah. He 
coaches hard for us, and we have to pay it 

back. And I think we did just that.” 

Day on the numerous twists and 
turns that happened in the first half: 
“Last night at the hotel, I went back and 
picked out probably 50 plays from the game 
two years ago (at Penn State). If you remem-
ber that first half, that was almost as crazy. 
I said to the guys at halftime, I don’t know 
what’s going to happen, but there’s going 
to be a score, and it’s probably going to be 
around 14-10 or 17-14. And sure enough, 
that’s exactly what happened. You get to 
halftime and you’re like, ‘Woah.’ It was the 
same way two years ago.” 

Ohio State junior cornerback Davison 
Igbinosun on his interception at the 
end of the second quarter: “I want to say 
I did something crazy, but it was God who 
put the ball in my hands. I didn’t really do 
much, to be honest with you.”

Igbinosun on if he was surprised 
he came away with the catch: “Not 

surprised. They didn’t think that I actually 
caught it, so I was just trying to tell them 
that I got the ball. It was a catch.”

Ohio State senior offensive line-
man Donovan Jackson on redshirt 
sophomore offensive lineman Carson 
Hinzman’s performance at left guard: 
“We all knew he had it. He played 12 games 
last year, so we knew he was going to be 
fine. There were no concerns whatsoever 
with Carson at left guard. We knew he was 
going to dominate. It’s almost like having a 
second coach on the field with him in the 
set. It makes things a lot easier.”

Hinzman on how he prepared to have 
success against Penn State: “We talk 
about competitive excellence, playing your 
game when your number is called. The last 
10 months prepared me immensely for that. 
So I’m just glad to help with the team in any 
way I can.”

Jackson on what he learned about 
fifth-year quarterback Will Howard after 
the victory: “If he does make a bad play, he 
overcomes that and goes to the next play 
and he leads our team to victory. The cou-
ple of plays that he did have, we were like, 
‘Man, it’s all right. We drove down the field 
once, we’ll do it again.’ We weren’t dogging 
on him. We were just like, ‘Hey man, let’s do 
it again, like we did it once.’ We can go out 
there and do it again.”

Ohio State sophomore wide receiver 
Brandon Inniss on what it means for 
the wide receiver unit that they can get 
production out of six or seven players 
in a game: “We’re the best in the world. 
Everybody knows that.”

Jackson on what this win means for 
this football team: “Being able to win 
late, we knew that this game was going to 
be won in the fourth quarter. It has been for 
many years now. So we weren’t surprised at 
halftime when it was close, and we weren’t 
surprised when it was a close one in the 
fourth quarter. We just knew we had to 
keep fighting.”

Penn State redshirt junior linebacker 
Kobe King on a potential rematch with 
Ohio State in the Big Ten Championship 
Game: “We definitely, hopefully, get anoth-
er chance to see those guys again and make 
things different. To go where we want to 
go, we have to do everything right, get bet-
ter every day and learn from our mistakes in 
the past. We want to play them again. We 
can play them at 7 p.m. (on Nov. 2). We can 
do it over again.”

SONNY BROCKWAY
IN THE ZONE — A 21-yard touchdown reception 
by wide receiver Brandon Inniss early in the 
second quarter put Ohio State ahead to stay, 
14-10, and would be the final TD of the game.
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Buckeye Defense, Day Answer Critics In ‘Prove It’ Win

going to go reach your goals. It doesn’t 
work that way. That’s just not the way life 
works. 

“So when you get backed up against 
the wall, you have to respond. That’s life. 
All of our goals are in front of us now. 
We’ve been through a lot and now we have 
to continue to build as we head into the 
back half of the season.”

It was a “prove it” game for Day, and 
it wasn’t only the coach feeling those 
emotions after the win. Quarterback Will 
Howard was as animated as ever during 
his postgame appearance, and both de-
fensive end JT Tuimoloau and wide re-
ceiver Brandon Inniss made sure to make 
it clear they are fully behind their head 
coach.

“There are a lot of things on us, and I 
feel like that just motivates us more be-
cause we understand what we’re capable 
of and we know what we have to do,” Tu-
imoloau said. “Just to be on the long side 
with Coach Day and this whole coaching 
staff, I wouldn’t want to be with any other 
coaching staff ever. These are the guys I 
want, these are guys I love playing for.”

“Definitely, man. We knew we needed 
this win coming into this game,” Inniss 
added when asked if the win felt good for 
his coach to get people off of his back. 
“We needed it more than anything this 
season right now. I mean, he’s an unbe-
lievable coach. I wouldn’t have any other 
coach as my head coach.”

But it wasn’t only Day who went into 
the game with a “prove it” mindset. The 
defensive unit also felt like it had some-
thing to prove after losing at Oregon and 
going down to the wire with Nebraska two 
weeks later.

Though there were many things to 
critique during the loss to the top-rated 
Ducks, the biggest downfall of the team in 
that game was the defense, which allowed 
multiple explosive plays and long drives 
that turned into scores, ultimately giving 
up 32 points.

Jim Knowles’ unit was able to respond 
fairly well against the Cornhuskers, mak-
ing a stand when the game came down 
to the final drive in which a targeting call 
put them into unfavorable field position 
before linebacker Cody Simon and fill-in-
safety Jordan Hancock ended true fresh-
man QB Dylan Raiola’s hopes of coming 
into Columbus and upsetting one of the 
top teams in the country.

But coming into Penn State was a dif-

ferent story than facing Raiola and a 5-2 
Nebraska team. The Nittany Lions aren’t 
known as one of the better offenses in the 
country, but they also aren’t a pushover.

Last season, the Buckeyes were able to 
fight to a big win over the seventh-ranked 
Lions, 20-12, a game that saw the de-
fense hold Penn State to just one third-
down conversion in 16 attempts and one 
touchdown, both of which came late in 
the fourth quarter to make the game look 
closer than it was. But the defense did 
still allow a touchdown.

This year, that wasn’t the case. Penn 
State did score one more point than it 
was able to last year at Ohio Stadium, but 
the touchdown came on a Howard pass 
in which he misread the defense, and 
cornerback Zion Tracy was able to jump 
a Jeremiah Smith route and take an inter-
ception back for a score.

Other than that, the Lions were able 

to drive down the field and threaten but 
weren’t able to get into the end zone all 
game, settling for two field goals. Tuimo-
loau said he was very proud of the team’s 
performance as a  whole, especially the 
fact that they were able to keep the of-
fense from scoring a touchdown.

“I think it just shows who we are. It 
shows what the Silver Bullets can be and 
what we’re capable of,” he said. “There’s a 
lot more left in the tank. I think this is just 
a preview of what is to come.”

Another common criticism of the 
Buckeyes under Day has been that they 
aren’t tough enough, memorably a top-
ic bandied about last year when former 
Notre Dame head coach Lou Holtz chal-
lenged the culture that Day has built at 
Ohio State, claiming the Buckeyes had 
lost so many big games because the team 
has never been tough enough.

But when push came to shove against 
the Nittany Lions, the defense stood tall 
with two big-time stands that changed the 
outlook of the game, both coming toward 
the end of each respective half.

The first was at the end of the first half 
with the Buckeyes holding onto a 14-10 
lead. Junior quarterback Drew Allar was 
leading Penn State down the field on a 
drive that featured a 14-yard rush by Allar 
– who did a great job escaping the pocket 
all game, finishing with 45 yards on the 
ground on eight attempts, adjusted for 
two sacks.

Cornerback Davison Igbinosun was 
beat on a go route down the right sideline 

and was called for holding, although that 
was declined since wide receiver Harri-
son Wallace III had caught the pass from 
Allar for a 21-yard gain, bringing the Nit-
tany Lions to the OSU 3-yard line.

Igbinosun’s penalties were an issue 
during the win against the Cornhuskers 
as well, being called for pass interference 
three times in the game, enough for cor-
nerbacks coach Tim Walton to suggest 
that the corner wear mitts in practice 
throughout the week so he couldn’t rely 
on holding when he got beat.

But even though he was beaten by Wal-
lace the play before, Igbinosun was able 
to immediately respond. On a nice throw 
by Allar in the end zone, Igbinosun was 
able to tip the pass, forcing Wallace to 
struggle to secure it, and then catch the 
ricochet off the receiver and plant one 
foot inbounds with a hand in his face, 
bringing in his second – and by far his 
bigger – interception this season.

It was one of many plays that seemed 
to change the momentum in the first half, 
the type of game that has become familiar 
for the Buckeyes and the Nittany Lions 
when the two teams match up with each 
other.

“We were sort of prepared for a crazy 
game that way,” Day said. “This happens 
here against Penn State. We’re going 
to go back and look at ways that we felt 
like maybe we could have won by multi-
ple scores and all of that, but ultimately, 
you have to go win the game in the fourth 
quarter regardless of the score. That was 

Continued From Page 1
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SONNY BROCKWAY
SCARLET SWARM — Ohio State’s defense, including senior safety Lathan Ransom (8) and junior cornerback Davi-
son Igbinosun (1), held Penn State to 270 yards of total offense. All PSU ball carriers, including Nicholas Singleton 
(10), were held to less than 50 net yards apiece. Singleton rushed six times for 15 yards.
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another one of those crazy games.”
The next stop featured a classic goal-

line stand, and it came with a little more 
than five minutes remaining in the game. 
Two second-half field goals by Jayden 
Fielding had given the Buckeyes enough 
of a cushion that a touchdown and extra 
point would have only tied the game, but 
the Lions were able to drive down the 
field again.

Penn State’s best playmaker, tight end 
Tyler Warren, was the main catalyst in 
getting down the field. Warren, who is 
on pace to break Penn State’s 
single-season tight end records 
in receiving yards, touchdowns 
and catches this year, was held 
mostly in check until the final 15 
minutes. He had a 31-yard catch 
to get into OSU territory, and 
a 33-yard run out of a Wildcat 
formation, taking a direct snap 
and nearly bulldozing his way 
into the end zone before being 
stopped at the 3-yard line.

But with the game on the line, the 
Buckeyes stepped up in a big way yet 
again. Cody Simon and Lathan Ransom 
set the tone at the goal line, stuffing run-
ning back Kaytron Allen for no gain for 
first down.

Nittany Lions head coach James 
Franklin would not let that deter him 
from trying again, though, sending Allen 
up the middle once more. This time, Ty 
Hamilton and Jack Sawyer combined for 
the second-down stop after only 1 yard. 

Franklin and his offensive staff must 
have been influenced largely by The 
Sporting News midseason All-American 
defensive tackle Tyleik Williams going 
down with an injury just a few plays be-
fore because they attacked the interior of 
the OSU defensive line yet again on third 

down, but Allen was held to just 1 yard 
again, brought down by Hamilton and 
Williams’ replacement Hero Kanu.

Then on fourth-and-goal at the 1-yard 
line, the Nittany Lions tried a pass that 
was well-defended. Ransom blanketed 
primary receiver Warren near the goal 
line, so Allar tried to get the ball to his 
other tight end Khalil Dinkins in the back 
of the end zone, but the pass fell incom-
plete. 

The Buckeyes took over on their own 
1 with 5:13 remaining, the defense saving 

the game for the second straight 
week.

“There is a lot of great com-
munication out there,” Tuimo-
loau said. “With the goal-line 
stand, we’re expecting every-
thing. We’re just alerting every-
body for all the plays that we 
watch on film and just keeping 
everybody on their toes and not 
getting complacent. Once that 
complacency creeps in, that’s 

when a lot of things can go wrong. But 
there’s a lot of communication, a lot of 
great physicality in there, and I’m proud.” 
 Day thought the goal-line stand said 
a lot about the defense as a whole, players 
and coaches included.

“It shows you that there’s a grit, there’s 
a toughness, there’s a never-give-up, give-
me-an-inch-and-I’m-going-to-defend-it 
mentality,” he said. “You have to give Jim 
and the entire staff credit for the prepa-
ration going into this game. Penn State 
does an excellent job of changing forma-
tions, motioning, different looks. 

“I mean, they’ve got Warren back there 
at quarterback and it looked like he was 
about in (the end zone) but he was just 
short, and we found a way to get the 
stand. But it comes down to the players. 

Coaches can put you into a situation, but 
the players have to go do it. They did it 
and I’m proud of them.”

The goal-line stand was much appre-
ciated by Howard, who admittedly didn’t 
have his best game with the pick-six and a 
fumble out of the end zone that gave Penn 
State the ball back when OSU could have 
gone up by two scores during the second 
quarter.

“There’s no feeling like it,” the OSU 
quarterback said. “It wasn’t pretty. I prob-
ably played my worst game of the year. 
That’s just my feeling walking off the 
field. But we willed that game. We talk-

ed about it earlier in the week. We said, 
‘We’re going to have to will ourselves to 
win this game. There’s no way we’re going 
to be able to lose.’ The defense stepped 
up. Two huge stops right on the goal line. 
That changed the game.”

Players and coaches both were an-
imated after the win – with even Day, 
Knowles and running backs coach Carlos 
Locklyn seen dancing with their team in 
the locker room after the game in a video 
posted on the team’s official X (formerly 
Twitter) page – and those emotions likely 
came out because they know that all they 
have to do now is win four more games 
for a likely rematch against Oregon. 

But they are trying not to think that far 
ahead, living in the moment for now and 
remembering how hard they worked for 
the win in Happy Valley.

“I can tell you, coming out of that lock-
er room right there, that there’s a lot of 
guys that are excited,” Day said when he 
met the media. “It’s probably the most an-
imated locker room I’ve been in in a long 
time. Now what are we going to do with 
it moving forward? We are going to enjoy 
this tonight – coaches, players, staff, ev-
eryone involved – because this was a mo-
ment that we have to enjoy. There’s a lot 
of work that’s been put in for this game.”

It was already obvious that the Buck-
eyes could compete with the nation’s best 
teams. They had done it time and time 
again, although many of those chances 
ended with losses. But in State College 
on Nov. 2, Day and his defense proved 
they could come out of those games with 
wins as well.

“One of the things we talked about this 
week was that in life you’re going to have 
these opportunities where you have to go 
will yourself to win, and you have to go 
take something and you have to find a way 
to get that thing done,” Day said. “Wheth-
er it’s with your family, in your career or 
in the game of football, and our guys did 
that today.

“I’m really happy for this team, I’m 
happy for the seniors, and I think this is 
going to springboard us moving forward.”
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SONNY BROCKWAY
TRENCH WARFARE — Ohio State senior defensive linemen Tyleik Williams (91) and Jack Sawyer (33) and junior 
cornerback Davison Igbinosun (1) helped the Buckeye defense play arguably its best game of the season.

Tyler Warren



12 • BUCKEYE SPORTS BULLETIN Nov. 9, 2024 BuckeyeSports.com

OHIO STATE VS. PENN STATE

Howard Refused To Let Buckeyes Lose At PSU
Moments after Ohio State’s 21-17 tri-

umph against Nebraska on Oct. 26, starting 
quarterback, former Penn State fan, and 
Downingtown, Pa., native Will Howard had 
clearly already turned his attention to the 
Nittany Lions.

“It’s going to be a homecoming for me,” 
Howard said. “I grew up a Penn State fan. 
I wanted to go there my whole life. They 
didn’t think I was good enough, but I guess 
we’ll see next week.” 

Howard, by his own admission, didn’t 
prove the Nittany Lions wrong the way he 
wanted to, delivering what he described as 
probably his worst game of the season. Still, 
Howard did just enough for the Buckeyes to 
come up with a 20-13 win.

 “We willed ourselves to win that game,” 
he said. “I can’t give enough credit to my 
teammates. They bailed me out.”

Howard’s less-than-stellar performance 
against the Nittany Lions got out to just 
about the worst start imaginable. Just two 
plays into their first drive of the game, How-
ard and the rest of the offense were faced 
with a third-and-5, forcing him to attempt 
his first pass of the game on a pivotal down 
in front of 111,030 raucous Penn State 
fans. The fifth-year senior made a freshman 
mistake as Penn State cornerback Zion Tra-
cy read Howard’s eyes beautifully, jumping 
in front of Jeremiah Smith to not just inter-
cept Howard’s pass but return it for a touch-
down.

Howard didn’t panic after the lapse in 
judgment, though. Instead, he kept a posi-
tive frame of mind and moved on to the next 
series.

“I was just like, ‘Hey, I made this a little 
harder than it should have been on myself 
and us.’ But the mind-set can’t change,” 
Howard said. “If you let that play affect the 
next play, that’s when it becomes a problem. 
As much as I’d like to go back and change 
that play, and see it was a zone and not 
throw that ball, I would, but it’s how you re-
spond and how you come back.”

Howard’s composure proved to be vital 
on the Buckeyes’ next offensive drive, when 
he completed all three of his passes for 34 
yards, including a 25-yard touchdown pass 
to wide receiver Emeka Egbuka.

Howard appeared to find himself in a 
groove later in the half when he helped the 
Buckeyes move the ball down the field with 
an 8-yard completion to Carnell Tate. A few 
plays later, though, the former Kansas State 
signal-caller missed Tate on a wide-open 
deep throw down the field. If the ball was 
thrown accurately, Tate might have scored 
on the play, but as it was Howard’s pass led 
the OSU receiver out of bounds for a harm-
less incomplete pass.

In a theme that continued the rest of 
the afternoon, Howard’s teammates and 
coaching staff picked him up and rendered 
his inaccuracy to Tate meaningless. How-

ard again had a wide-open teammate four 
plays later. This time, it was backup wide 
receiver Brandon Inniss breaking free past 
Penn State defenders and Howard was able 
to accurately deliver him the ball to give the 
Buckeyes their second touchdown in as 
many drives.

After leading yet another impressive 
drive, Howard and the Buckeyes seemed to 
be in position to deal a potentially fatal blow 
to the Nittany Lions as early as the second 
quarter on a possession seemed destined 
for the end zone.

With an open path ahead of him, all 
Howard had to do on his 13-yard keeper 
was get through one Penn State defender 
to get into the end zone. Howard completed 
the hard part of beating Penn State safety 
Zakee Wheatley to the pylon, but the easy 
part of hanging onto the football was not ac-
complished, and Wheatley forced Howard 
to fumble the ball off his knee and out of the 
end zone for a touchback.

The seven points that were virtually 
erased from the board on Howard’s run was 
a brutal turn of events for the Buckeyes.

“Having him as a weapon running the 
ball, you saw the run that he had when the 
ball squirted out,” OSU head coach Ryan 
Day said. “That was a really well-executed 
play. TreVeyon (Henderson) had an unbeliev-
able block on that play. It was gut-wrenching 
because it was so well executed and guys 
were going after people and finishing peo-
ple to the ground and the ball squirts out at 
the 1-yard line. It’s literally like taking a shot 
right to the stomach.”

With the offensive line struggling to stay 
in front of standout Penn State edge rush-
er Abdul Carter, the second half was more 
of a grind for the offense. Howard still had 
his chance to get the Buckeyes’ third touch-
down of the game in the second half when 
Smith broke wide open down the field. How-

ard’s pass was within arm’s reach of Smith, 
but was a little too much toward the outside 
shoulder of the star freshman and the ball 
fell incomplete.

Clearly not at his best as a passer, How-
ard helped put the game away with his legs. 
With the offense backed up inside their own 
1-yard line following a pivotal fourth-quar-
ter, goal-line stand from the defense, How-
ard gained 4 yards on a QB sneak to get the 
Buckeyes some room to breathe.

The running backs then drained the 
clock inside two minutes. On the cusp of 
an elusive top-five win, Ohio State offensive 
coordinator Chip Kelly dialed up another 
quarterback run for Howard on third-and-2. 
A great block from running back Quinshon 
Judkins gave Howard a hole to run through, 
and the fifth-year quarterback fell forward 
for one of the most important 3-yard gains 
of the Day era.

A few plays later, Howard made the 
Buckeyes’ landmark win official with a 
game-sealing 7-yard run.

Howard’s 182 passing yards were a 
season-low and his two turnovers created 
a 14-point swing, but his willingness to do 
whatever was necessary was an important 
part of the victory, according to Day.

“That’s the sign of somebody who’s re-
silient, who’s been through it before, and 
he willed it to happen,” Day said. “He had 
a look in his eye all week that he was not 
going to lose this game. Whether it was 
because it was a top-five team or it was be-
cause it was in the state of Pennsylvania in 
a place that he grew up – he wanted to be 
a Nittany Lion – I think all of that probably 
played into it. He refused to lose, and that 
mentality helped us win today.”

O-Line Rises
To Occasion

Howard’s gains on the ground wouldn’t 

have been possible without the heroic ef-
forts of a banged-up offensive line unit.

In their first game without star left tack-
le Josh Simmons against Nebraska, Ohio 
State had its worst rushing output of the 
season and regularly couldn’t protect How-
ard.

On paper, the offensive line issues looked 
like they could multiply after replacement 
left tackle Zen Michalski suffered his own 
injury against Nebraska.

With many outsiders fearing how the unit 
would fare against Penn State with Dono-
van Jackson moving to left tackle and 2023 
starting center Carson Hinzman replacing 
Jackson at left guard, the unit held its own 
for much of the afternoon. By the end of the 
game, the offensive front overpowered one 
of the best defensive lines in the country on 
the way to a game-sealing, five-minute drive. 
Howard was appreciative of the way the unit 
closed out the game.

“The O-line, for all of the stuff they took 
during the week and all of the flak that they 
were getting, for them to step up the way 
that they did, and for us to run the ball and 
keep the ball in our hands – win the game 
with the ball in our hands – that’s unbeliev-
able,” the OSU quarterback said.

Hinzman, who at least to those outside 
of the program was not seen as the frontrun-
ner to fill in for Jackson at the left guard po-
sition, didn’t have the best season in 2023. 
Despite serving as Ohio State’s starting cen-
ter for the entire regular season last year as 
a redshirt freshman, Hinzman was benched 
for the team’s Cotton Bowl loss to Missouri 
due to an undisclosed reason. 

The Hammond, Wis., native did enough 
in practice to get back in the starting lineup 
this time around, though, and according to 
Day, the decision ultimately came down to 
his experience.

“We went with experience,” the head 
coach said. “That was the decision we made 
in this environment. We went with experi-
ence.”

Before the Buckeyes rolled over the Nit-
tany Lions in the fourth quarter, the unit 
unsurprisingly had its poor moments. In his 
first start of the season at left tackle, Jackson 
conceded two sacks of Howard. To be fair to 
the All-Big Ten guard, he was going against 
one of the best defenders in the country in 
Carter, and according to Hinzman, the move 
from guard to tackle isn’t the easiest switch 
to make.

“Donovan is a freak of nature,” Hinzman 
said. “That guy is an absolute … if I could be 
anyone else, it’d be Donovan – the way he 
moves, the way he plays, the kind of guy he 
is on all fronts. He works hard. He does the 
right things. I think, today, he really showed 
it on the field that even though obviously it’s 
a big transition deal from the phone booth 
to an island, I think he did a really great job.”

Ohio State wasn’t necessarily consistent 
with its running game, and the team only 
ran for 53 yards on 18 carries (2.9-yard 
average) during the second and third quar-
ters, but the offensive line found its groove 
enough in the first and fourth quarters to 
fend off the Nittany Lions.

It’s never easy to decipher which offen-
sive linemen are the generators for the run-
ning game’s success, but according to Day, 
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SONNY BROCKWAY
HOMECOMING HERO — Ohio State senior quarterback and Pennsylvania 
native Will Howard (18) grew up a fan of Penn State football but led OSU to 
a big victory over the Nittany Lions.
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the fact that Hinzman didn’t do much harm 
is a good thing.

“I don’t know how he’s going to grade 
out, but you didn’t notice him much, which 
is a good sign for a guard when you don’t 
notice him much,” Day said. “We’ll get on 
the film and see how he did, but I think his 
experience paid off and he was a big part of 
this win today.”

On the final drive, the offensive line was 
spectacular. Howard’s QB sneak on the first 
play of the drive was almost entirely a prod-
uct of the push created by the line. Imme-
diately afterward, the offensive line created 
holes for Judkins and Henderson to run 
through, resulting in consecutive gains of 9 
yards, 6 yards, 15 yards and 6 yards to run 
the clock all the way down to the two-minute 
timeout.

From there, Howard had the grit to pick 
up two consecutive third-down conversions 
to end Penn State’s chances, but none of it 
would have been possible without the time-
ly run-blocking of an offensive line that was 
thought by some to be in crisis before the 
game. The strong ending by the offensive 
line has Day hopeful for what is to come for 
the unit.

“We get the ball back there with over 
four minutes to go, and to finish that drive 
the way that we did is just going to spring-

board our physicality, our toughness as 
we head into the back half of this sea-
son,” Day said. “But these guys want it.” 

Kelly’s Creativity 
Sparks First-Half Run

It might not take a genius to call run plays 
when you have an offensive line that started 
to dominate as Kelly’s did, but at least in 
the first half, the former Oregon and UCLA 
head coach put his play-calling skills on full 
display. After the slow start to the game, 
which included Howard’s pick-six, Kelly hit 
the overzealous Penn State defense with 
some misdirection, leading to a touchdown.

After Ohio State’s offense was previous-
ly successful on the drive with runs up the 
middle, Kelly called a speed option to the 
outside. With only one Nittany Lions de-
fender in front of both Howard and Judkins 
on the first-and-10 play, the call worked to 
perfection. Howard simply tossed to Judkins 
and watched the star running back go 22 
yards before being touched as the Buckeyes 
moved into Penn State territory.

OSU capitalized on the Judkins run two 
plays later on another great call from Kelly. 
The 25-yard touchdown throw from How-
ard to Egbuka was set up when Howard 
rolled to his left and every other receiver 
went in that direction except for Egbuka. 

With the Penn State defense all looking to-
ward the left side of the field – where Smith 
was headed – Egbuka slipped behind them 
and found himself wide open as Howard 
flipped his hips and made the easy pass for 
the touchdown at the 1:59 mark of the first 
quarter.

The second touchdown pass from How-
ard came just one drive later, and it was at 
least partially the result of another great call 
from Kelly.

On second-and-9 from Penn State’s 21-
yard line, Howard began the play with a fake 
toss to Henderson, moving the Penn State 
linebackers in that direction. 

With the linebackers’ momentum flow-
ing in the opposite direction, Inniss was 
able to speed past them and jog into the end 
zone after receiving the pass from his quar-
terback to give Ohio State a 14-10 lead early 
in the second quarter.

Smith Breaks Carter’s 
Freshman Yardage Record

Any play-caller will tell you having good 
players is the key to success, and Kelly has 
had the luxury of calling plays for the su-
premely-talented Smith.

Smith, the No. 1 overall recruit in the 
2024 class, put his historic freshman sea-
son in the record books during Ohio State’s 

win over Penn State when he broke Cris 
Carter’s single-season school freshman re-
ceiving yards record of 648 yards.

Carter burst onto the scene for the Buck-
eyes 40 years ago in 1984 when he set sin-
gle-season freshman records for OSU with 
41 catches and eight touchdowns in addi-
tion to a then-record amount of receiving 
yards.

Smith needed just 26 yards to surpass 
Carter’s receiving yards total coming into 
the game, and he officially broke the record 
in convincing fashion on the last play of the 
third quarter.

With the Buckeyes only up, 17-13, Smith 
lined up on the left side of the field before 
going back to the right as he got open 
enough to haul in an 18-yard reception from 
Howard. Smith’s grab brought his receiving 
yards total for the game to 41 and his sea-
son total to 664.

He ended the game with one more catch, 
a 14-yard gain, that put his season total at 
678 receiving yards.

Smith, who currently has eight touch-
down receptions in just eight games, also 
tied Carter’s receiving touchdown record 
against Nebraska and is just two receptions 
short of Carter’s single-season record with 
39 on the season.

What Worked Well

Ryan Day has been preaching the motto “leave no doubt” all season, meaning that 
when the opportunity is there for his team to pounce and take control of the game, they 
need to take full advantage of it. The Buckeyes have struggled to pounce on those oppor-
tunities in recent games, but against undefeated Penn State, they made all the winning 
plays down the stretch. 

Ohio State first shut the door on a potential Penn State comeback on defense. With 
the score at 20-13 in favor of the Buckeyes in the final quarter, it looked as if Drew Allar 
and the Nittany Lions offense were nearing a game-tying score, finding themselves at the 
OSU 3-yard line with just under eight minutes left after a 33-yard rushing gain by tight 
end Tyler Warren. 

But the Buckeyes had other plans. 
Facing a first-and-goal with time ticking in the fourth quarter, Jim Knowles’ defense 

buckled down when it mattered most. With the help of multiple players across the defen-
sive line and linebacker units, Penn State running back Kaytron Allen was only able to 
rush for zero, 1 and 1 yards on three straight plays to set up a critical fourth-and-1. Then it 
was time for the secondary to save the day. Safety Caleb Downs blanketed tight end Khalil 
Dinkins to force an incompletion from Allar and turn the Nittany Lions over on downs with 
just 5:13 left. 

Ohio State’s goal-line stand was impressive, but the Buckeyes still had some work to 
do to finish the job on offense, and Chip Kelly’s unit did just that by playing smash-mouth 
football to run out the clock. With the Buckeyes still backed up on their own 1-yard line 
following the turnover on downs, Ohio State slowly worked its way up the field with 11 
straight rushes for 58 yards to end the contest, including two that extended the drive on 
third down. 

Both  of those third-down conversions came by way of Howard, who – with the help of a 
bruising block from Quinshon Judkins in the open field – gained 3 on a third-and-2 keeper 
before tucking and running for another 7 on third-and-3 to put a stamp on the seven-point 
win with just 1:07 left on the clock.

Ohio State’s late-game execution made the difference in this contest, and it should give 
the team more confidence as they likely prepare for more close games down the stretch. 

What Didn’t Work
Ohio State secured a much-needed signature top-five road win against the Nittany 

Lions, but the victory certainly did not come without its early lumps. The Buckeyes may 
have won much more convincingly if it was not for turnovers, particularly the questionable 
decision-making of Howard. 

Howard continued his trend of about one interception per game in the early going of 
this one. Facing third-and-5 from the OSU 30 with 5:44 left in the first quarter, he tried 
to find wideout Jeremiah Smith on a slant route but instead threw the ball right into the 

hands of Penn State’s Zion Tracy, who jumped the freshman’s route and took the ball 31 
yards to the end zone for the pick-six. 

Howard never appeared to see Tracy on the play – he successfully faked out the OSU 
QB by acting as if he was in man coverage and following Emeka Egbuka – and the blunder 
proved costly early, giving Penn State a 10-0 lead and the record Beaver Stadium crowd 
of 111,030 a reason to roar. 

The costly interception was not Howard’s only blunder in the first half. With Ohio 
State holding a 14-10 lead after two straight scores in the second quarter, the offense 
was on the verge of extending its advantage to 21-10 before halftime. But those plans 
were quickly washed away when a rushing Howard was stripped by Nittany Lions 
defensive back Zakee Wheatley just before he entered the end zone, causing the ball 
to bounce off the quarterback’s knee and go out of bounds through the end zone for 
a touchback. 

Howard would play a much more clean game in the second half, completing six of his 
nine pass attempts for 64 yards and no interceptions or fumbles, but if he had just taken 
care of the ball in the first two quarters, Ohio State may have walked out of Beaver Stadium 
with a more convincing double-digit victory, which would look much better to the eyes of 
the College Football Playoff selection committee. 

Play Of The Game
Ohio State’s fourth-quarter goal-line stand may be the obvious choice for this one, but 

there was another crucial play that happened much earlier in the game that also deserves 
some recognition. 

Late in the first half, it looked as if Penn State was poised to take a 17-14 lead into the 
locker room at halftime, finding itself at the OSU 3-yard line with just 14 seconds left in 
the second quarter after a 21-yard pitch-and-catch between Allar and Harrison Wallace III. 

But Davison Igbinosun, who was the defender on Wallace’s completion and also com-
mitted a holding penalty on the wide receiver, made sure the Nittany Lions wouldn’t get 
into the end zone a play later. 

Allar attempted to challenge Igbinosun again by throwing a fade to Wallace to the right, 
but the former Ole Miss transfer won the battle this time around. Not only did he prevent 
the touchdown from happening by tipping the ball away from Wallace’s hands while being 
grabbed by the facemask, but he also came away with the football and kept one foot in 
bounds for the improbable interception. 

Igbinosun’s interception was not only the most impressive play of the afternoon, but 
it was also among the most impactful. If not for his play, Penn State could have taken a 
four-point lead into the half or at least cut it to one point, which could have changed the 
entire tenor of the game. 

— Patrick Engels

Game Analysis
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OSU Gets Statement Win Over Nittany Lions
With the outcome in doubt and the clock 

winding down, Ohio State did not rely on 
a star quarterback, standout receivers or a 
grinding running game to turn a possible de-
feat into victory. Instead, the fourth-ranked 
Buckeyes relied on a stout defensive effort 
that for the second straight game produced 
a goal-line stand at a most opportune time.

The 20-13 win at No. 3 Penn State on 
Nov. 2 in State College, Pa., was more grit-
ty than pretty when the Buckeyes (7-1, 4-1) 
once again established themselves as a con-
tender for a national title.

Needing a late score for the tie, Penn 
State (7-1, 4-1) had a first-and-goal from the 
3 but three runs produced only 2 yards and 
a pass to Khalil Dinkins was incomplete 
with 5:13 left in the game.

OSU started from its 1 and was able to 
run out the clock for an eighth straight win 
over the Nittany Lions and the 12th win the 
past 13 meetings before a Beaver Stadium 
record crowd of 111,030.

Give And Take  
Ryan Barker hit a field goal from 29 

yards on the game’s first drive for a 3-0 Nit-
tany Lion lead at 6:54. PSU used 14 plays to 
consume 8:00.

Penn State started at its 27 after a 25-
yard kickoff return by Nick Singleton. He 
gained a yard on a third-and-1 from the 36 
and later quarterback Drew Allar had three 
consecutive runs for a combined 20 yards 
to the OSU 34.

Two plays later, he stepped up in the 
pocket and found Singleton for 19 yards 
to the 12 only to have an ineligible receiv-
er downfield infraction help stall the drive, 
forcing the 3-pointer.

With left tackle Josh Simmons and his 
replacement, Zen Michalski, both out with in-
juries, the Buckeyes had to deal with a make-
shift offensive line for their opening series.

Disaster struck on third-and-5 from the 
30. Will Howard was intercepted by Zion 
Tracy and he returned it 31 yards for a 10-0 
score at 5:37.

Ohio State responded with a 25-yard TD 
catch by Emeka Egbuka with 1:59 left in the 
first quarter to make it 10-7. The drive was 
74 yards on seven plays in 3:32.

The Buckeyes got a 16-yard kickoff re-
turn by Caleb Downs to the 26. Howard’s 
sneak for 2 yards kept the drive alive at the 
OSU 37 and Quinshon Judkins had consec-
utive carries for 11 and 22 yards to the 30. 
TreVeyon Henderson ran for 5 before the 
TD toss.

A 43-yard punt by Penn State and a hold-
ing penalty on the Buckeyes put the ball at 
the OSU 19.

A pair of PSU penalties helped the Buck-
eyes go ahead 14-10 at 11:54 on a 21-yard 
catch by Brandon Inniss to complete an 81-
yard, 10-play, 3:42 series.

Carnell Tate had an 8-yard reception for 
a third-and-2 to end the first quarter. How-
ard then drew an offside penalty to the Nit-
tany Lions for a first down.

Needing 11 yards on third down at the 
OSU 31, Tate made a grab for 7 but an 
unsportsmanlike conduct for taunting to 

PSU’s Elliott Washington II gave the Buck-
eyes a first down at the Penn State 47.

Howard completed a third-down pass of 
20 yards to Henderson to the 22. Hender-
son gained 1 on the ground prior to Howard 
flipping a short pass up the middle to Inniss 
and he did the rest of the work.

The Buckeyes came within inches of a 
possible 21-10 lead before Howard fumbled 
the ball at the goal line, resulting in a turn-
over.

After a Penn State punt, the Buckeyes 
faced a fourth-and-1 from the Penn State 
49. Following an OSU timeout, Howard es-
caped the rush, rolled left and floated a pass 
to tight end Jelani Thurman, who twice bob-
bled the ball but made a catch of 19 yards 
to the 30. 

Judkins ran for 7, Howard lost a yard be-
fore Henderson ran for 11 to the 13. Then 
Howard committed another miscue running 
along the left sideline toward the goal line. 
He appeared to score, but defensive back 
Zakee Wheatley punched the ball away at 
the 1. After a review it was determined the 
ball went over the pylon and out of the end 
zone for a touchback.

The Buckeye defense stiffened, but start-
ing at their 20 after a punt, Howard was 
sacked for an 8-yard loss to the OSU 15 on 
third down with 2:00.

Tracy had a 7-yard return on a 41-yard 
punt by Joe McGuire and the Nittany Li-
ons were in business at the OSU 49. On a 
fourth-and-1 with 31 seconds left, Singleton 
rushed for 2 yards for a new set of downs 
with 26 seconds remaining and two time-
outs for the Nittany Lions at the 38.

Allar couldn’t find a receiver and ran for 
14 yards to the 24. Harrison “Tre” Wallace 
caught a pass for 21 to the 3. Then it got 
weird again. 

Just as it was the case at the other end 
a few minutes earlier, Penn State thought 
Wallace had a TD catch along the right 
boundary but a review showed cornerback 
Davison Igbinosun snatching the ball from 
the falling Wallace. He was able to get his 
right foot down for an interception with 11 
seconds left. 

Howard took a knee to end the bizarre 
half.

To The End
The Buckeyes received the second-half 

kickoff and took a 17-10 lead at 10:40 on a 
46-yard field goal by Jayden Fielding. 

On the first two plays, Howard ran for 11 
and passed 14 yards to Jeremiah Smith to 
the 50. Henderson had a 16-yard rush two 
plays later to the 29 but a 3-yard sack on 
third-and-6 from the 25 forced the field goal.

Back came the Nittany Lions with the aid 
of a 24-yard catch for Wallace to the OSU 
41. Penn State reached the 29 but the de-
fense tightened and Barker made a 44-yard 
field goal to make it 17-13 at 5:03 of the 
third quarter.

Tracy’s 14-yard return after McGuire’s 
53-yard boot placed the ball on the PSU 
38. From there, Singleton made a catch for 
13 to cross midfield by a yard. Consecutive 
sacks of 9 by Cody Simon and 4 from JT Tu-
imoloau led to a punt of 45 yards by Riley 
Thompson to the OSU 15.

The Buckeyes got three points back with 

a Fielding 39-yarder to make it 20-13 with 
10:13 left in the game.

Smith on the first play gained 18 yards 
on a catch to end the third quarter.

On the second snap of the fourth, Jud-
kins ran for 14 to the OSU 49 but on the 
next play Smith was a step shy of making 
a catch inside the 5-yard line. Inniss then 
made a reception for 12 yards for a first 
down at the Lion 39.

The Buckeyes almost turned it over 
when Judkins made a catch and was imme-
diately hit for a fumble that PSU recovered 
but a review overturned the call, resulting in 
an incompletion at the Penn State 43. On 
third down, Smith’s catch for 14 resulted in 
a first down at the 24.

Henderson ran for 1, Howard for 2 and a 
third-down pass to Gee Scott Jr. was incom-
plete to set up the field goal.

Penn State roared back on a 31-yard 
catch by Tyler Warren to the OSU 40.

Three plays later, Warren, a tight end, 
took a direct snap and ran 33 yards to the 
3. Kaytron Allen rushed for no yards, a yard 
and a yard and on fourth down, Allar’s pass 
was incomplete with 5:13 to play.

The goal-line stand was similar to 
against Nebraska the previous game when 
the Cornhuskers had four tries from the 7 
without scoring in the Buckeyes’ 21-17 win.

Taking the ball on the 1, the Buckeyes 
ran 11 straight times against the Nittany 
Lions for four first downs to close out the 
game.

Howard turned a quarterback sneak 
into a 4-yard gain and Judkins lowered his 
shoulders and gained 9 for a first down at 
the 14. He followed with carries of 6 and 
15 to the 35.

Henderson gained 6 with 2:00 left. Jud-
kins later ran for 2 to face a third-and-2 from 
the OSU 43. Howard kept the ball and ran 
left for 3 yards and a first down. Henderson 
ran up the middle for 7 and PSU used its 
second timeout.

Henderson gained nothing on second 
down before the final timeout. Howard, the 
Pennsylvania native, ran for 7 before sliding 
to the grass to seal the win. He took a knee 
to end the game.

“There’s no feeling like it,” Howard said. 
“It wasn’t pretty. I probably played my worst 
game of the year, but man, we willed that 
game.”

Howard, the Pennsylvanian spurned 
by the Nittany Lions, was 16 of 24 for 182 
yards with the two first-half touchdowns for 
the Buckeyes. He rushed 12 times for 24 
yards.

Judkins chipped in with 95 yards on 14 
carries.

Notes
OSU had 358 yards (182 passing, 176 

rushing) compared to 270 for Penn State 
(150 passing, 120 rushing). … The Buck-
eyes converted six of 13 third downs after 
going 1 for 10 vs. Nebraska. The Nittany 
Lions were 3 of 11. … OSU also made its 
lone fourth-down try… Henderson gained 
54 yards on 10 carries as the Buckeyes av-
eraged 4.4 yards per rush. … Smith led the 
Buckeyes with four catches for 55 yards. 
…Allar was 12 of 20 for 146 yards and an 
interception. … Simon had 10 tackles (five 
solo) and a sack. Sonny Styles had four so-
los and five assisted.

By CRAIG MERZ
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Staff Writer
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SONNY BROCKWAY
TAKE A BOW — Ohio State senior wide receiver Emeka Egbuka (2) poses 
after scoring a first-quarter touchdown that cut the Nittany Lions lead to 
10-7. OSU would go on to win a hard-fought battle, 20-13, at No. 3 Penn State.
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The Numbers Game
Season StatisticsOhio State 20, Penn State 13

Nov. 2, 2024 – Beaver Stadium, State College, Pa.
Score by Quarters 1 2 3 4 F
OHIO STATE 7 7 3 3 20
PENN STATE 10 0 3 0 13
First Quarter 

PSU – Barker, 29-yard field goal, 6:54.
PSU – Tracy, 31-yard interception return (Barker kick), 5:37.
OSU – Egbuka, 25-yard pass from Howard (Fielding kick), 1:59.
Second Quarter
OSU – Inniss, 21-yard pass from Howard (Fielding kick), 11:54.
Third Quarter
OSU – Fielding, 46-yard field goal, 10:40.
PSU – Barker, 44-yard field goal, 5:03.
Fourth Quarter
OSU – Fielding, 39-yard field goal, 10:13. 
Att. – 111,030
Weather – Sunny, 52 F

Team Statistics
 OSU PSU
First Downs 21 15
Rushing  11 8
Passing  8 6
Penalty  2 1
Rushes-Yards  40-176 32-120
Passing Yards  182 150
Passes (Comp.-Att.-Int.) 16-24-1 13-21-1
Offensive Plays  64 53
Total Net Yards  358 270
Third Down Efficiency  6-13 3-11
Fourth Down Efficiency 1-1 1-2
Punts-Avg.  2-47.0 4-42.8
Fumbles-Lost  1-1 0-0
Penalties  2-15 5-45
Time of Possession  31:29 28:31

Individual Statistics
 RUSHING (Att.-Net Yds.) – OSU: Judkins 14-95; Henderson 10-54; Howard 12-24; Egbuka 2-6; 

Team 2-(-3). PSU: Warren 3-47; Allar 10-31; Allen 12-27; Singleton 6-15; Pribula 1-0.
 PASSING (Comp.-Att.-Int.-Yds.-TD) – OSU: Howard 16-24-1-182-2. PSU: Allar 12-20-1-146-0; 

Pribula 1-1-0-4-0.
 RECEIVING (Rec.-Yds.) – OSU: Smith 4-55; Egbuka 3-31; Inniss 2-33; Tate 2-15; Judkins 2-5; 

Henderson 1-20; Thurman 1-19; Scott Jr. 1-4. PSU: Singleton 6-54; Warren 4-47; Wallace III 2-45; Fleming 
1-4. 

 PUNTING (No.-Avg.-Long) – OSU: McGuire 2-47.0-53. PSU: Thompson 4-42.8-50.
 PUNT RETURNS (No.-Yds.) – OSU: None. PSU: Tracy 2-21.
 KICKOFF RETURNS (No.-Yds.) – OSU: Downs 1-16. PSU: Singleton 3-66.
 FUMBLE RECOVERIES (No.-Yds.) – OSU: None. PSU: Team 1-0.
 INTERCEPTIONS (No.-Yds.) – OSU: Igbinosun 1-0. PSU: Tracy 1-31.
SACKS (No.-Yds.) – OSU: Simon 1-9; Jackson Jr. 0.5-2; Tuimoloau 0.5-2. PSU: Carter 2-12; King 1-3.
 TACKLES FOR LOSS (No.-Yds.) – OSU: Tuimoloau 1.5-3; Simon 1-9; Jackson Jr. 0.5-2. PSU: Carter 

2-12; DeLuca 1.5-2; King 1-3; Reed 0.5-1; Rojas 0.5-1; Washington II 0.5-0.
 TACKLES (Solo-Asst.-Tot.) – OSU: Simon 5-5-10; Styles 4-5-9; Ransom 2-5-7; Tuimoloau 3-3-6; 

Downs 4-0-4; Igbinosun 2-2-4; Sawyer 1-3-4; Curry 1-1-2; Burke 1-1-2; Jackson Jr. 0-2-2; Hamilton 0-2-2; 
Fielding 1-0-1; Simpson-Hunt 1-0-1; Hicks 1-0-1; Williams 1-0-1; Hancock 1-0-1; Griffin 0-1-1; McDonald 
0-1-1; Kanu 0-1-1. PSU: Wheatley 8-1-9; King 5-2-7; Reed 4-2-6; Durant 3-2-5; Carter 2-2-4; Rojas 2-2-4; 
Vanover 1-3-4; DeLuca 1-3-4; Kimber 2-1-3; Harris 2-1-3; Miller 1-2-3; Washington II 1-2-3; J-Thomas 1-1-2; 
Mills 1-1-2; Dinkins 1-0-1; Izzard 1-0-1; Ford Jr. 0-1-1.

PLAYERS IN THE GAME – OSU: Judkins, Tate, Howard, Egbuka, McLaughlin, Fryar, Jackson, 
Hinzman, Tshabola, Christian, Scott Jr., Simon, Igbinosun, Burke, Downs, Sawyer, Tuimoloau, Hamilton, 
Styles, Hancock, Ransom, Williams, Inniss, Hicks, Rodgers, Thurman, Nelson Jr., McClain, Reese, 
Simpson-Hunt, Mathews Jr., Styles Jr., Jones, Henderson, Powers, Fielding, Velazquez, Smith, McGuire, 
Griffin, Ferlmann, Montgomery, Padilla, Siereveld, Adolph, Curry, Kanu, Houston, Jackson Jr., McDonald. 
PSU: Singleton, Allar, Dinkins, Clifford, Warren, Dawkins, Wallace III, Shelton, Ioane, Rucci, Wormley, 
DeLuca, Reed, Carter, Rojas, Vanover, Durant, Kimber, Harris, King, Wheatley, J-Thomas, Ivey, Allen, Mills, 
Robinson, Collins, Fleming, Dinkins, Dennis-Sutton, Holzworth, Elsdon, Duzansky, Miller, Evans, Ford 
Jr., Cousins, Beamon, Rulli, Artis, Birchmeier, Tracy, Williams, Nelson, Flowers, Reynolds, Washington II, 
Pribula, Vilbert, Barker, Thompson, Mayer, Nwosu, Izzard.

2024 Game-By-Game
Date Opponent Result/Time  Crowd
Aug. 31 (2) AKRON W, 52-6 102,011
Sept. 9 (2) WESTERN MICHIGAN W, 56-0 102,665
Sept. 21 (3) MARSHALL  W, 49-14 103,871
Sept. 28 (3) Michigan State W, 38-7 71,114 
Oct. 5 (3) IOWA W, 35-7 105,135 
Oct. 12 (3) Oregon (2) L, 32-31 60,129 
Oct. 26 (4) NEBRASKA W, 21-17 104,830 
Nov. 2 (4) Penn State (3) W, 20-13 111,030 
Nov. 9 (3) PURDUE Noon
Nov. 16 Northwestern TBA  
Nov. 23 INDIANA (8) TBA
Nov. 30 MICHIGAN 12 p.m. 
 
OSU’s gameday AP ranking is in parentheses before the 
opponent, while the opponent’s ranking is after the name.

Team Statistics
     OSU  Opp
First Downs 175 109
 Rushing 73 42
 Passing  95 57
 Penalty  7 10
Average Per Game/Rush 186.5 94.9
Average Per Game/Pass 271.1 161.5
Total Offense 3661 2051
Total Plays 512 464
Average Per Game 457.6 256.4
Average Per Play 7.2 4.4
Penalties-Yards 36-328 33-245
Fumbles-Lost 12-5 11-5
Third Down Efficiency 42-94 35-111
 Percentage 45% 32%
Fourth Down Efficiency 11-15 5-11
 Percentage 73% 45%
Sacks-Yards 22-117 10-61
Time Of Possession Avg. 30:32 29:28
 
Score
By Quarters 1 2 3 4 OT Tot. Avg.
Ohio State 66 94 94 48 0 302 37.8
Opponents 26 36 9 25 0 96 12.0

Individual Statistics 
Rushing  Att. Net Avg. TD Long
Quinshon Judkins 95 615 6.5 6 86
T. Henderson 72 503 7.0 4 53
James Peoples 35 153 4.4 2 12
Will Howard 53 115 2.2 5 19
S. Williams-Dixon 4 44 11.0 0 31
Jeremiah Smith 2 33 16.5 1 19
Emeka Egbuka 4 26 6.5 0 13
Devin Brown 5 10 2.0 0 10
Julian Sayin 1 5 5.0 0 5
Mason Maggs 1 3 3.0 0 3
Team  10 -15 -1.5 0 0
OSU Totals 282 1492 5.3 18 86
OPP Totals 257 759 3.0 5 38

Passing  Comp. Att. Pct. Yds.   TD-INT Effic.
Will Howard 150 205 73.2 1977 19-5 179.9
Devin Brown 10 18 55.6 108 1-0 124.3
Julian Sayin 5 7 84 84 1-0 219.4
OSU Totals 165 230 71.7 2169 21-5 176.7
OPP Totals 132 207 63.8 1292 4-6 116.8

Receiving Rec. Net Avg. TD Long
Emeka Egbuka 46 577 12.5 7 68
Jeremiah Smith 39 678 17.4 8 70
Carnell Tate 21 349 16.6 2 40
Gee Scott Jr. 10 89 8.9 1 25
Quinshon Judkins 10 81 8.1 1 21
Brandon Inniss 10 125 12.5 1 27
T. Henderson 9 43 4.8 0 20
Will Kacmarek 5 58 11.6 0 32
Bryson Rodgers 5 46 9.2 0 12
Jayden Ballard 2 18 9.0 0 12
Bennett Christian 2 61 30.5 1 55
Jelani Thurman 2 22 11.0 0 19
David Adolph 1 10 10.0 0 10
Kojo Antwi 1 8 8.0 0 8
Patrick Gurd 1 6 6.0 0 6
James Peoples 1 -2 -2.0 0 0
OSU Totals 165 2169 13.1 21 70
OPP Totals 132 1292 9.8 4 69

Scoring  TD EPK EPR    EPRC FG PTS
Jeremiah Smith 9 – – – – 54
Jayden Fielding –     38-38 – –       5-6 53
Emeka Egbuka 7 – – – – 42
Q. Judkins  7 – – – – 42
Will Howard  5 – – – – 30
T. Henderson 4 – – – – 24

Carnell Tate  2 – – – – 12
James Peoples 2 – – – – 12
Gee Scott Jr.  1 – – – – 6
Bennett Christian 1 – – – – 6
Gabe Powers 1 – – – – 6
Lathan Ransom 1 – – – – 6
Brandon Inniss 1 – – – – 6
Austin Snyder – 3-3 – – – 3
OSU Totals  41      41-41 – –       5-6 302
OPP Totals  10 7-7 – –      9-12 96

FG Distance  0-29 30-39  40-49 50+ Total
Jayden Fielding  0-0 2-2 3-4 0-0 5-6
OSU Totals  0-0 2-2 3-4 0-0 5-6
OPP Totals  3-3 1-1 4-6 1-2 9-12

Punting  No. Yds. Avg. Bk Long
Joe McGuire 23 990 43.0 0 61
Nick McLarty 2 65 32.5 0 35
OSU Totals 25 1055 42.2 0 61
OPP Totals 48 2076 43.3 0 60

Interceptions  No. Yds. Avg. TD Long
DenzelBurke  2 31 15.5 0 31
DavisonIgbinosun 2 45 22.5 0 45
JordanHancock  1 0 0.0 0 0
GabePowers  1 29 29.0 1 29
OSU Totals  6 105 17.5 1 45
OPP Totals  5 101 20.2 1 36

Punt Returns  No. Yds.  Avg. TD Long
Brandon Inniss  12 109 9.1 0 36
Caleb Downs  1 8 8.0 0 8
Jayden Ballard  1 0 0.0 0 0
OSU Totals  14 117 8.4 0 36
OPP Totals  5 31 6.2 0 14

Kickoff Returns   No. Yds. Avg. TD Long
Brandon Inniss  3 47 15.7 0 18
Jayden Ballard  2 23 11.5 0 23
Caleb Downs  1 16 16.0 0 16
OSU Totals  7 86 12.3 0 23
OPP Totals  8 135 16.9 0 25

Def. Leaders  Solo Ast. Tot. TFL-Yds. Sacks
Sonny Styles  20 32 52 2.5-6 1.0-3
Cody Simon  21 22 43 5.0-21 2.0-16
Lathan Ransom  21 15 36 4.5-6 0-0
Caleb Downs  23 12 35 5.5-10 0.5-2
Ty Hamilton  10 18 28 3.5-14 2.5-10
Denzel Burke  19 9 28 2.0-2 0-0
Jack Sawyer  13 13 26 2.5-12 2.5-12
JT Tuimoloau  17 9 26 8.5-29 4.5-24
Davison Igbinosun 15 9 24 2.0-6 0-0
Jordan Hancock  16 7 23 1.0-1 0-0
Tyleik Williams  7 14 21 4.0-14 2.5-9
Arvell Reese  11 8 19 2.0-3 0-0
C.J. Hicks  7 8 15 1.5-9 1.5-9
Kayden McDonald 6 5 11 1.0-3 0-0
Mitchell Melton  6 5 11 3.5-15 2.0-12
K. Jackson Jr.  5 5 10 1.5-6 1.0-6
Lorenzo Styles Jr.  6 3 9 0-0 0-0
Jaylen McClain  5 3 8 1.0-1 0-0
J. Mathews Jr.  5 2 7 2.5-6 1.0-3
Tywone Malone  1 5 6 1.0-1 0-0
Gabe Powers  3 1 4 0-0 0-0
Malik Hartford  - 4 4 0-0 0-0
C. Simpson-Hunt  1 1 2 0-0 0-0
Jason Moore  - 1 1 0-0 0-0
Aaron Scott Jr.  - 1 1 0-0 0-0
Joey Velazquez  - 1 1 0-0 0-0
Payton Pierce  - 1 1 0-0 0-0
Austin Siereveld  1 - 1 0-0 0-0
Eddrick Houston  1 - 1 0-0 0-0
Joshua Mickens  - 1 1 0-0 0-0
Hero Kanu  - 1 1 0-0 0-0
Diante Griffin  - 1 1 0-0 0-0
Jayden Fielding  1 - 1 0-0 0-0
John Ferlmann  1 - 1 0-0 0-0
Emeka Egbuka  1 - 1 0-0 0-0
Josh Fryar  1 - 1 0-0 0-0
OSU Totals  249 222 471 56-176 22-117
OPP Totals  275 224 499 29-101 10-61
Fumbles Forced: Hancock (2), Ransom (2), Curry, 
Hamilton, Sawyer.
Fumbles Recovered: Jackson Jr., Ransom, Sawyer, 
Simon, Styles.
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OHIO STATE VS. PURDUE

Following former Purdue head coach Jeff 
Brohm’s sudden departure to Louisville at 
the end of the 2022 season, the Boilermakers 
were looking for a new face of the program 
who could build off the momentum from the 
past two positive seasons and instill a more 
consistent winning culture in West Lafayette. 

It took just one week after Brohm’s depar-
ture for Purdue to find what it thought was the 
right coach to take the Boilermakers to the 
next level, hiring former Colorado defensive 
back and Illinois defensive coordinator Ryan 
Walters as head coach on Dec. 14, 2022. 

The hiring of the 36-year-old Walters – who 
had just led Illinois to the nation’s top-scoring 
defense at 12.8 points per game, and was at 
the time the fourth-youngest head coach in the 
Power Five conferences – created some real 
excitement around the program. 

Boilermakers fans bought more than 
30,000 season tickets for the first time since 
2007, and Purdue’s student section sold out 
for the first time in five years, all in large part 
because of the competitive culture their new 
head coach was promising. 

“We are going to build this program the 
right way, through hard work, through class, 
through integrity, and an unmatched competi-
tive edge to go chase and win championships,” 
Walters said during his introductory press 
conference. “We are not shying away from any 
of that.” 

But fast forward two years later, and the 
Purdue program still seems far away from 
championship contention. 

In his two seasons since taking over as 
head coach, Walters has presided over one of 
the most noncompetitive teams in the power 
conferences, sporting just a 4-8 record in 2023 
before getting out to an abysmal 1-7 start to 
the 2024 campaign. 

It’s a poor start to Walters’ tenure that has 
many wondering about his job security moving 
forward, although ESPN’s Pete Thamel re-
ported Oct. 25 that Purdue will give him more 
time to build the program. 

“You know what’s being said,” Walters said 
earlier this season. “You know what’s going on. 
I’m not naïve to it. That’s part of being in this 
profession, being in a competition arena. You 
have a fan base that is as passionate as ours is, 
you’re going to hear frustration, and rightfully 
so.”

Although it appears Walters’ job may be 
safe for now, he still must clean some things 
up this season in order to field a more com-
petitive team, and that starts with fixing the 
defense. 

After finishing dead last in the Big Ten in 

scoring defense last season at 30.4 points per 
game and passing defense (241.5), the unit 
has only continued to crater in 2024. 

With defensive coordinator Kevin Kane 
– a former associate head coach and outside 
linebackers coach at Illinois alongside Walters 
– in charge, the Boilermakers rank dead last 
in the 18-team Big Ten and sixth-worst in the 
FBS in scoring defense at 36.9 points allowed 
per game through Week 10, a mark that is a 
full nine points behind the next-highest ranked 
Big Ten defense in UCLA at 27.9 points given 
up per contest. 

Those anemic numbers stem from the 
unit’s inability to defend against the run. Enter-
ing the Ohio State matchup, the Boilermakers 
have given up 203.3 yards per game on the 
ground, which ranks 121st in the nation and 
last in the Big Ten. 

The defensive deficiencies were quickly 
exposed during the team’s 66-7 loss to Notre 
Dame in Week Three. In what was the worst 
defeat in program history by scoring margin, 
Purdue relinquished 362 rushing yards and 
six scores on 44 carries (8.2 yards per carry) 
against the Fighting Irish at home, allowing 
three rushers – one of them being Notre Dame 
quarterback Riley Leonard – to top at least 85 
yards. 

“The lack of physicality, undisciplined eyes, 
undisciplined tackles – you name it,” Walters 
said after the game when asked about his 
team’s lack of rush defense. “Every mistake we 
made, (Notre Dame) capitalized on it.

“I have to get it fixed and I will,” he added.
But just one week after the Notre Dame 

loss, Purdue gave up another 341 rushing 
yards and four touchdowns during a 38-21 
loss at Oregon State. Then over the next five 
games, the Boilermakers rush defense gave 
up 161 and two touchdowns to Nebraska, 
228 and four to Wisconsin, 177 and three to 
Illinois, 131 and three to Oregon, and 122 and 
two to Northwestern. 

Despite the season-long struggles in the 
run game, Purdue has surprisingly been 
able to get after the quarterback this season. 
Through eight games, it has generated 17 
sacks – just over two a game – good for a re-
spectable tied for 56th in the nation with Clem-
son, Navy and Penn State. 

Leading that charge for Purdue’s defense 
are sophomore outside linebacker Will Heldt – 
nicknamed “The Terminator” by his defensive 
coordinator during the summer – and senior 
outside linebacker Kydran Jenkins. They have 
totaled five and 5 ½ sacks, respectively, along 
with a combined 16 tackles for loss. 

In all, nine Purdue defenders have got-
ten after the quarterback, a list that barely 
includes any of the three starting defensive 
linemen in Kane’s 4-3 defense, those being se-

nior defensive end Joe Anderson (14 tackles, 
½ tackle for loss) and senior defensive tackles 
Cole Brevard (14 tackles, 4 ½ tackles for loss, 
½ sack) and Jeffrey M’Ba (20 tackles). 

Purdue’s solid pass rush could breathe 
some life into the Boilermakers as they go up 
against a revamped Ohio State offensive line, 
but its poor secondary could quickly bring an 
end to that hope. 

So far this season, Purdue has given up 
244.9 yards per game through the air, which 
ranks 16th in the Big Ten and 103rd national-
ly. These numbers would be far worse if it had 
not been for its first game against FCS Indiana 
State on Aug. 31, when it allowed just 50 pass-
ing yards to Sycamores quarterback Elijah 
Owens in a 49-0 blowout victory, still its only 
win of the season. 

The Boilermakers’ struggles defending 
against the pass may be attributed to their rel-
ative inexperience in the secondary. 

That group is led by safety Dillon Thiene-
man, who was a third-team AP All-Ameri-
can selection last season after starting all 12 
games as a true freshman and led the team 
with 106 tackles. But beyond that, starting cor-
nerbacks Botros Alisandro (15 tackles, three 
pass deflections), Nyland Green (11, three) 
and Kyndrich Breedlove (18, four, three inter-
ceptions) and starting safety Antonio Stevens 
(32, one) had just four combined games for 
Purdue in their respective careers before this 
season. 

This, along with their almost nonexistent 
run defense, has allowed Purdue to give up 18 
total plays that went for 30 or more yards so 
far this season according to cfbstats.com – in-
cluding nine that went 40 or more – a weak-
ness that Kane said can be fixed by working on 
the fundamentals. 

“We want to limit explosive plays as much 

as possible,” the Purdue defensive coordinator 
said on Oct. 29. “And in order to do that, you 
have to run to the ball. You have to tackle. You 
have to do all those little things right. We want 
to eliminate (all the mistakes) and play great 
defense.” 

Purdue’s offense has also experienced 
its own struggles this season. Outside of the 
season opener against Indiana State, the Boil-
ermakers have scored 21 or more points just 
once, putting together lackluster scoring out-
ings of seven points against Notre Dame, 10 
against Nebraska, six against Wisconsin and 
zero against Oregon. 

The problems begin with the passing of-
fense. Led by fifth-year senior and former 
Texas QB Hudson Card for the majority of the 
season, Purdue ranks 15th in the Big Ten and 
112th in the nation in passing yards per game 
at just 185.8

The unit has been unable to move the ball 
down the field through the air all season, with 
Card failing to eclipse over 175 passing yards 
in four of his five starts against FBS teams, 
and only tight end Max Klare totaling over 215 
receiving yards on the season. 

After the Notre Dame loss, the veteran 
Card took the blame for the offense’s overall 
shortcomings. 

“Ultimately, it starts with me as the quar-
terback, and I take full responsibility,” he said. 
“I have to get better. I have to be more decisive 
and take what’s easy, and rally the guys togeth-
er when things aren’t going right.”

With Card’s offense not getting things on 
the right track in the weeks after the Notre 
Dame loss, Walters decided to make a signifi-
cant change to the unit, firing offensive coordi-
nator Graham Harrell – a former NFL backup 
and record-setting quarterback at Texas Tech 
under Mike Leach from 2005-08 – one day af-

Boilers May Get Steamrolled Against OSU 
Get To Know ... Purdue

2024 Schedule

Date Opponent Time/Result (ET)
Aug. 31 INDIANA STATE W, 49-0
Sept. 14 NOTRE DAME (18) L, 66-7
Sept. 21 at Oregon State L, 38-21
Sept. 28 NEBRASKA L, 28-10
Oct. 5 at Wisconsin L, 52-6 
Oct. 12 at Illinois (23) L, 50-49
Oct. 18 OREGON (2) L, 35-0
Nov. 2 NORTHWESTERN L, 26-20
Nov. 9 AT OHIO STATE (3) Noon
Nov. 16 PENN STATE (7) TBA
Nov. 22 at Michigan State 8 p.m.
Nov. 30 at Indiana (10) TBA
Dec. 7 Big Ten Championship 8 p.m. 

•  2024 Record: 1-7, 0-5 Big Ten.
• Team Information: Offensive Forma-

tion – Air Raid; Defensive Formation 3-4; 
Starters Returning – Offense 6, Defense 
4, Specialists 1.

• Head Coach: Ryan Walters, second year 
at Purdue, 5-15.

• Series History: 60th meeting; Ohio State 
leads 42-15-2.

• School Facts: Location – West Lafayette, 
Ind.; Enrollment – 39,170; Nickname – 
Boilermakers; Colors – Old Gold & Black; 
Conference – Big Ten; Stadium – Ross-
Ade Stadium (Surface – Grass; Capacity 
– 61,441).

Top Offensive Players
Rushing Att. Net Avg. TD
Devin Mockobee 91 539 5.9 3
Reggie Love III 60 325 5.4 2
Ryan Browne 38 50 4.6 0 

Passing Comp-Att. Pct. Yds. TD-INT
Hudson Card 92-149 61.7 1005 8-4
Ryan Browne 37-59 62.7 473 3-1

Receiving Rec. Net Avg. TD
Max Klare 30 462 15.4 2
Jahmal Edrine 15 215 14.3 2
Jaron Tibbs 20 204 10.2 2

Team Offensive Stats
Points Per Game – 20.3
Rushing Yards Per Game – 149.0
Passing Yards Per Game – 185.8
Total Offense Avg. Per Game – 334.8

Top Defensive Players
Def. Leaders Solo Asst. Tot. TFL-Yards Sacks
Dillon Thieneman 42 22 64.0 2.5-6 1.0-2
Kydran Jenkins 35 23 58.0 8.5-36 5.5-29
Yanni Karlaftis 26 17 43.0 1.0-2 1.0-2
Will Heldt 26 11 37.0 7.5-41 5.0-34
Antonio Stevens 18 14 32.0 1.5-1 0.0-0
Kyndrich Breedlove  18 9 27.0 1.0-5 0.0-0
Joseph Jefferson II 19 7 26.0 1.0-6 0.0-0
Jeffrey M’Ba 9 11 20.0 0.0-0 0.0-0

Interceptions  No. Yds Avg TD
Kyndrich Breedlove  3 0 0.0 0
Antonio Stevens  1 0 0.0 0 

Team Defensive Stats
Points Per Game Allowed – 36.9
Rushing Yards Per Game Allowed – 203.3
Passing Yards Per Game Allowed – 243.3
Total Offense Avg. Per Game Allowed – 446.5

By PATRICK ENGELS
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Associate Editor 
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ter a 28-10 loss to Nebraska on Sept. 28. 

“It was not easy,” Walters said when asked 
about the firing. “I feel like if I didn’t do any-
thing right now, it would be kind of like waving 
a white flag on the season. We haven’t played 
complementary football, and that’s why I made 
the decision.”

Replacing Harrell as offensive coordinator 
was analyst Jason Simmons, a longtime Indi-
anapolis-area high school coach who spent 
last season coaching at Miami (Ohio). But af-
ter Simmons was the play-caller for just one 
game during Purdue’s 52-6 loss to Wisconsin, 
the main play-calling duties went to Walters 
himself, who admittedly never led an offense 
before as a college coach. 

Walters’ decision – one which also caused 
him to relinquish main defensive play-calling 
duties to Kane – was an unorthodox one, but it 
produced immediate results. 

During the Oct. 12 game against No. 23 Illi-
nois, Purdue’s offense – led by backup and red-
shirt freshman Ryan Browne, who was filling 
in for the injured Card – went toe to toe with 
Walters’ former team, and totaled 536 yards 
(297 passing and 239 rushing) and 49 points 
despite a one-point, 50-49 overtime loss to the 
Fighting Illini. 

Walters’ last act as the offensive play-caller 
in that game was a failed decision to go for two 
after a touchdown during the first overtime, 
but regardless of that decision, those who 
played in the game viewed it as a strong step 
in the right direction for the unit. 

“We just put in new plays that really at-
tacked the defense the way we wanted to,” 
Klare said. “And we executed at a pretty high 
level today. I’m super-proud of (Browne) be-
cause he played his (bleep) off and left every-
thing out there for us. He gave us a chance to 
win that game.”

Browne’s valiant effort against the Illini, 
when he completed 18 of his 26 passes for 
297 passing yards, three touchdowns, zero 
interceptions and added another 118 on the 
ground, has sparked a quarterback controver-
sy for the Boilermakers in recent weeks. 

After Browne filled in again for the injured 
Card on the road against then-No. 2 Oregon, 
completing just 9 of 19 passes for 93 yards 
and an interception during the 35-0 shutout 
loss, Walters declared during the off week that 
both Browne and Card would earn starting 
snaps against Northwestern on Nov. 2. 

Both passers did get into the game against 
Northwestern, but Walters’ two-quarterback 
strategy did not necessarily come to fruition. 
Card earned the majority of the reps in Pur-
due’s 26-20 overtime loss to the Wildcats 
and had his best game since Week 1, com-
pleting 21 of his 37 passes for 267 yards and 
one touchdown to zero interceptions, while 
Browne attempted just three passes, complet-
ing each of them for 15 yards, and added an-
other 8 on the ground. 

Regardless of the plan at quarterback mov-
ing forward, Walters thinks his group can pull 
off having both Card and Browne play mean-
ingful snaps due to the selflessness of both 
players. 

“There was a play in practice where Hud-
son hit a long one, and you see Ryan Browne 
throwing his hands up in the air behind the 
huddle,” Walters said on Oct. 29. “A couple of 
series later, Ryan escapes the pocket and hits 
like a 60-yard run for a touchdown, and Hud-
son’s back there high-fiving and putting his 
hands up. So, I think that’s why it works.”

Although Purdue’s passing offense might 
be a huge question mark entering the Ohio 

State game, its running game has been a sta-
ble force all year. 

Even with a season-low 47-yard outing on 
23 carries in their last game against North-
western, the Boilermakers have averaged 
149.0 yards per game on the ground this sea-
son, which ranks 75th nationally and ninth in 
the Big Ten, respectively, while they have also 
totaled eight touchdowns. 

The bulk of those yards have come from 
2023 honorable mention All-Big Ten junior 
tailback Devin Mockobee, who is leading the 
Boilermakers for the second straight season 
with 539 yards on 91 attempts

Mockobee, who also has three touch-
downs, attributes his successes this season 
to the added weight he gained during his time 
at Purdue. He has gone from around 185-190 
pounds early in his career to 207 this season, 
which he thinks can allow him to rush with 
more force and physicality. 

“I’ve always had that kind of mentality to 
want to run through a guy, but obviously I didn’t 
have the size to do that last year or the year be-
fore,” Mockobee said during the offseason. “It 
will make a big difference with the weight that 
I have this year to actually be able to run how 
I was more comfortable running versus trying 
to get away from stuff.”

Also making a big impact in Purdue’s run-
ning back room is senior Reggie Love III, who 
has rushed for 325 yards and two touchdowns 
on 60 carries in his first year with the Boiler-
makers since transferring from Illinois this 
past offseason. 

Those rushing successes could be attribut-
ed to Purdue’s veteran offensive line, which 
consists of senior left tackle Corey Stewart, ju-
nior left guard Mahamane Moussa, senior cen-
ter Gus Hartwig, senior right guard DJ Wing-
field and junior right tackle Marcus Mbow. But 
while the front five might have paved some 
open holes this season for Mockobee and 
Love, the group has struggled to protect both 
Card and Browne, giving up 20 sacks (2 ½ per 
game), which is 15th in the Big Ten. 

The line has also struggled with penalties 
all season, committing numerous pre-snap 
flags that have made the Boilermakers the 
third-most penalized team in the conference 
with 53 flags worth 521 yards, 65.1 yards per 
game. 

“There will be drives where we start mov-
ing the ball, and then there will be pre-snap 
penalties in there,” Love said after the Oregon 
loss. “So, I think the biggest thing that really 
messes us up is just the self-inflicted wounds. 
If we get rid of those, I feel like we’ll make a lot 
of plays and score a lot of points.”

Purdue’s up-and-down offensive line serves 
as a microcosm of what has turned into a lost 
season for Walters and Purdue, one which 
likely will only get worse following difficult No-
vember matchups against Ohio State, Penn 
State and Indiana. 

Regardless of this nightmarish finish to the 
schedule, one which could put them at only 
one or two total wins on the season, Walters 
knows his team will continue fighting to the 
very end, no matter what record they may end 
up with.

“I’m not having to need to beg them to con-
tinue to play or continue to be bought in,” the 
coach said. “When you have failures, you need 
to be able to point to why you failed and come 
up with solutions on how to improve. When 
you can do that and point out something tangi-
ble, it gives a sense of hope and an explanation 
on how to get better.”
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Purdue at Ohio State
Saturday, Nov. 9 • Noon • FOX

Ohio Stadium; Columbus

Projected Depth Charts How We See It
OHIO STATE RUSH OFFENSE vs. 

PURDUE RUSH DEFENSE
 Exhale. It’s going to be OK. In the aftermath of rushing for 64 
yards with a 2.1 average vs. Nebraska and losing two left tackles 
to injuries to completely discombobulate the offensive line, Ohio 
State showed it can be physical and grind out the yards when 
needed as evidenced by its performance during a 20-13 win over 
Penn State. The Buckeyes posted a solid 176 yards for a 4.4 aver-
age, which is notable considering the opposition. Penn State had 
a top-10 rushing defense at 93.0 yards per game, and had limited 
Wisconsin to only 81 in its previous game. Most impressive was 
the final drive for the Buckeyes when they started from their 1 with 
just over five minutes left and ran out the clock with 10 straight 
rushing plays. Quinshon Judkins battered his way to a game-high 
95 yards and TreVeyon Henderson added 54 on 10 carries. Quar-
terback Will Howard picked up key first downs among his 12 runs, 
but he has to hold onto the ball. All in all, it was a good day for the 
running game, which is bad news for the woebegone Boilermak-
ers after a 26-20 overtime loss to Northwestern. The Wildcats had 
been the worst offense in the Big Ten. EDGE: OHIO STATE  

PURDUE RUSH OFFENSE vs. 
OHIO STATE RUSH DEFENSE

 The Boilermakers ran for just 47 yards vs. Northwestern with 
Devin Mockabee gaining only 29, far below the eight 100-yard 
games in his career. QB Hudson Card had the longest run against 
the Wildcats at 9 yards. It doesn’t really matter how many yards 
the Buckeyes allowed to the Nittany Lions. They limited PSU to 
2 yards on three attempts from the 3-yard line with the potential 
tying score at stake late in the game. For the record, the Buckeyes 
gave up 120 yards on the ground, with 33 of that coming off a di-
rect snap to tight end Tyler Warren. EDGE: OHIO STATE

OHIO STATE PASS OFFENSE vs. 
PURDUE PASS DEFENSE

 As much as Howard deserves credit for guiding the Buck-
eyes back from a 10-0 deficit, he takes the blame for getting there 
with an egregious pick-six. His turnovers will come under more 
scrutiny as the games get bigger. Nonetheless, the passing attack 
was streamlined a bit to compensate for the patchwork line so 
the deep ball was not a weapon, other than a toss to Jeremiah 
Smith that failed. Howard finished 16 of 24 for 182 yards and two 
touchdowns and that ugly INT. Smith had four catches for 55 yards 
while Emeka Egbuka and Brandon Inniss each had TDs. One area 
where Purdue can be dangerous is in the pass rush with Kydran 
Jenkins getting 5½ sacks and Will Heldt with 5. Defensive back 
Dillon Thieneman led the team with nine tackles (six solo) and a 
pass breakup against the Wildcats. EDGE: OHIO STATE

PURDUE PASS OFFENSE vs. 
OHIO STATE PASS DEFENSE

 Card made his first start against Northwestern after missing 
the previous two games with injuries. He went 21 of 37 for 267 
yards and a TD, while Ryan Browne completed all three of his at-
tempts, albeit for only 15 yards. The Boilermakers got eight recep-
tions for 98 yards out of their tight ends. On the OSU side, Caleb 
Downs shut down Warren for most of the game and made some 
critical tackles. Davison Igbinosun probably got away with a few 
holds in the secondary, but made a spectacular end-zone inter-
ception that was a game-changer. The Buckeyes also produced 
two sacks of Allar, who was 12 of 20 for 146 yards and Igbinosun’s 
pick. EDGE: OHIO STATE 

          SPECIAL TEAMS

 A plus for the Boilermakers is that they lead the Big Ten with 
three blocked kicks (two field goals, one punt). OSU’s Joe McGuire 
punted twice for a 47.0-yard average against Penn State with a 
long of 53, and Jayden Fielding earned his keep with field goals 
from 46 and 39 yards to beat the Nittany Lions. EDGE: EVEN

INTANGIBLES
 If the game was being played in West Lafayette, stories about 
past Boilermakers upsets of the highly-ranked Buckeyes would be 
as prevalent as discarded campaign yard signs. The best thing for 
Ohio State is to get a big lead early and work on their depth. Pur-
due has been outscored, 295-113, by FBS opponents, and the heat 
is on second-year head coach Ryan Walters, who eschewed a 38-
yard field goal attempt in overtime against Northwestern to go for 
it on fourth-and-6. The pass was incomplete and Northwestern 
later scored for the win. EDGE: OHIO STATE 

STAFF PREDICTION
 The Buckeyes owe the fans a romp after the lethargic nail-bit-
er against Nebraska and the grind-it-out victory at Penn State. 
They should deliver. OHIO STATE 49, PURDUE 7

WHEN OHIO STATE HAS THE BALL... 
11 Antonio Stevens, 6-2, 216, Sr.
24 Anthony Brown, 6-0, 195, So.

91 COLE BREVARD, 6-3, 333, SR.
92 Mo Omonode, 6-0, 286, Jr.

DT

OLB

15 Will Heldt, 6-6, 265, So.
99 Jireh Ojata, 6-4, 267, Sr. 

DE

95 Joe Anderson, 6-4, 290, Sr.
18 Demeco Kennedy, 6-2, 291

19 Botros Alisandro, 6-1, 186, Jr.
16 Hudauri Hines, 6-1, 203, Fr. 

CB

17 Shitta Sillah, 6-4, 251, Sr.
23 Trey Smith, 6-3, 245, R-Fr.

OLB

2 Nyland Green, 6-1, 186, JR.
12 Tarrion Grant, 6-2, 197, Fr. 

14 YANNI KARLAFTIS, 6-3, 235, JR.
40 Hudson Miller, 6-0, 235, So. 

WILL
MIKE

4 KYDRAN JENKINS, 6-1, 235, SR
22 Owen Davis, 6-3, 245, R-Fr.

FS

31 DILLON THIENEMAN, 6-0, 207, SO.
25 Ty Hudkins, 5-11, 197, Fr. 

SS

CB

0 JEFFREY M’BA, 6-6, 302, SR.
98 Drake Carlson, 6-3, 290, R-Fr. 

DT

33 TREVEYON HENDERSON, 5-10, 208, SR.
1 Quinshon Judkins, 6-0, 219, Jr.
20 James Peoples, 5-10, 203, Fr.

C
56 Seth McLaughlin, 6-4, 305, Gr.
75 Carson Hinzman, 6-5, 300, Jr.

77 Tegra Tshabola, 6-6, 327, Jr. 
67 Austin Siereveld, 6-5, 320, So.

74 DONOVAN JACKSON, 6-4, 320, SR.
68 George Fitzpatrick, 6-6, 313, Jr.

75 Carson Hinzman, 6-5, 300, Jr.
67 Austin Siereveld, 6-5, 320, So.

LG
70 JOSH FRYAR, 6-5, 320, Sr.

68 George Fitzpatrick, 6-6, 313, Jr.

RTRG

17 Carnell Tate, 6-3, 191, So.
13 Bryson Rodgers, 6-2, 185, So.

LTWR

4 Jeremiah Smith, 6-3, 215, Fr.
9 Jayden Ballard, 6-2, 195, Sr. 

WR

QB

18 Will Howard, 6-4, 237, Gr.
33 Devin Brown, 6-3, 212, Jr. 

RB
TE

88 Gee Scott Jr., 6-3, 243, Gr.
89 Will Kacmarek, 6-6, 260, Sr.
15 Jelani Thurman, 6-6, 258, So.

K
38 JAYDEN FIELDING, 6-0, 175, JR.

98 Austin Snyder, 5-7, 194, Sr.

P
42 Joe McGuire, 6-2, 212, So. 
35 Anthony Venneri, 6-0, 225, Jr.
19 Nick McLarty, 6-7, 255, Fr.

2 EMEKA EGBUKA, 6-1, 205, GR.
11 Brandon Inniss, 6-0, 203, So.

SLOT

7 JORDAN HANCOCK, 6-1, 195, SR.
4 Lorenzo Styles Jr., 6-1, 195, Sr.

24 Jermaine Mathews Jr., 5-11, 189, So.

45 DEVIN MOCKOBEE, 6-0, 207, JR.
23 Reggie Love, 5-11, 215, Sr.

3 Jaheim Merriweather, 6-2, 210, Fr. 

RT
C

53 GUS HARTWIG, 6-5, 305, SR.
75 Jalen Grant, 6-3, 285, Sr. 

RT

 55 DJ Wingfield, 6-4, 316, Sr.
72 Jaden Ball, 6-5, 300, Fr. 

RT

71 Corey Stewart, 6-6, 318, Sr.
79 Joey Tanona, 6-5, 304, So.

RT

77 MAHAMANE MOUSSA, 6-4, 300 JR.
54 Luke Griffin, 6-5, 340, Sr. 

LG
RT

63 MARCUS MBOW, 6-5, 300, JR.
78 Bakyne Coly, 6-7, 302, Jr. 

RTRG

7 Jahmal Edrine, 6-2, 215, Jr.
16 Shamar Rigby, 6-3, 187, Fr. 

LTWR
RT

9 CJ Smith, 6-3, 195, So.
8 De’Nylon Morrissette, 6-1, 200, So. 

WR

RT
QB

15 Ryan Browne, 6-4, 210, R-Fr. OR
1 HUDSON CARD, 6-3, 244, SR.
5 Marcos Davila, 6-3, 244, Fr.

RT
RB

RT
TE

 86 MAX KLARE, 6-4, 240, SO.
82 Drew Biber, 6-5, 245, Jr. RT

K
35 Spencer Porath, 5-11, 201, Fr..

39 Ben Freehill, 6-1, 195, Sr.

RT
P

39 Ben Freehill, 6-1, 195, Sr.
35 Spencer Porath, 5-11, 201, Fr. 

13 Jaron Tibbs, 6-3, 214, So.
26 Andrew Sowinski, 6-0, 205, Sr. 

RT
SLOT

WHEN PURDUE HAS THE BALL...
2 Caleb Downs, 6-0, 205, So.
9 Malik Hartford, 6-3, 194, So.

58 TY HAMILTON, 6-3, 295, Sr.
98 Kayden McDonald, 6-3, 326, Sr.

DT NT

91 TYLEIK WILLIAMS, 6-3, 327, SR.
93 Hero Kanu, 6-5, 305, Jr.

DE

44 JT TUIMOLOAU, 6-5, 269, So.
97 Kenyatta Jackson Jr., 6-6, 258, Jr.

10 DENZEL BURKE, 6-1, 193, SO
22 Calvin Simpson-Hunt, 6-0, 204, So.

CB

33 JACK SAWYER, 6-5, 260, Sr.
92 Caden Curry, 6-3, 260, Jr.

DE

1 DAVISON IGBINOSUN, 6-2, 193, JR.
24 Jermaine Mathews Jr., 5-11, 189, So.

CB

6 SONNY STYLES, 6-4, 235, Jr.
11 C.J. Hicks, 6-3, 233, Jr. 

MIKE

0 Cody Simon, 6-2, 235, Gr.
20 Arvell Reese, 6-4, 238, So.

WILL

NICKEL

BANDIT

8 LATHAN RANSOM, 6-1, 210, GR.
16 Keenan Nelson Jr., 6-1, 195, Jr. 

Adjuster

 — Depth charts compiled by Patrick Engels

10 Kyndrich Breedlove, 5-11, 185, Jr.
6 Smiley Bradford, 6-0, 195, Fr. NICKEL
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Styles Jr. Finding His Place On OSU’s Defense

The 2023 season was one in which Lo-
renzo Styles Jr. was spending just making 
adjustments. 

He was making multiple big chang-
es, transferring to Ohio State from Notre 
Dame after 2022. It wasn’t only a change of 
scenery, though. Styles was also making the 
switch from being a wide receiver – where 
he accumulated 54 catches for 684 yards 
and two touchdowns in two seasons with 
the Fighting Irish – to play cornerback with 
the Buckeyes, where he would serve as a 
backup that whole year behind the likes of 
starters Denzel Burke, Jordan Hancock and 
Davison Igbinosun. 

It was a tough process for Styles, who 
wasn’t used to not being on the field during 
big games, which he ultimately thinks 
helped him.

“I mean, that was kind of tough,” Styles 
said in the spring. “Because early on in the 
season, I knew that I was redshirting. I talk-
ed about that with Coach (Ryan) Day and 
he was all for it and he helped me with that 
process. But there were some games where 
I could have potentially got in and I feel like 
that was, wanting to be out there, I feel like 
that kind of hurt.“I had to stay on the grind 
even though I knew that week I wasn’t play-
ing in the game. So I feel like that just really 
helped me develop patience.”

Since he redshirted, Styles had two sea-
sons of eligibility remaining at the begin-
ning of the 2024 season, but it was unclear 
how much of an impact he would be able 
to make on a defense that was returning so 
many high-level defensive backs who start-
ed last season for one of the top defenses in 
the country.

Despite that, Styles was getting a lot of 
time with special teams early on along with 
late-game blowout time on the defense, and 
he said earlier this season that he was hav-
ing a great time just doing that much.

“This is the most fun I’ve had since I’ve 
been in college playing football,” Styles said 
on Sept. 18. “I love BIA. I love the defense. I 
love really the whole organization in gener-
al, so I’m having fun with it right now.”

But he was able to climb his way up the 
depth chart with his play and earned a start 
Oct. 26 against Nebraska.

Styles started in place of usual nick-
el cornerback Hancock during the 21-17 
nail-biter win against the Cornhuskers after 
Hancock moved to safety to fill in for the in-
jured Lathan Ransom.

A year ago, when Styles was redshirting, 
and to begin the 2024 season, that backup 
duty would have likely gone to sophomore 
cornerback Jermaine Mathews Jr., who was 
a four-star prospect at the position coming 
out of high school and earned a backup role 
early on as a young defender who stood out.

But it didn’t take long for Styles, who had 
only been playing the position at the college 
level since he transferred to Ohio State and 
hardly had any in-game experience doing 
so, to take over that position and prove that 
he could fill in for the Buckeyes in big situ-
ations.

After the game, his teammates were 
clear about how much of an impact they 

believe Styles can make when he’s in the 
game.

“He brings a lot to the defense,” senior 
defensive tackle Ty Hamilton said. “In prac-
tice, he works hard on special teams. To 
make plays is special for him, especially be-
ing from Pickerington, just like me. Me and 
him playing on the same team, it’s special 
to see him out there making plays. It’s good 
for him.”

“He’s a terrific player,” fifth-year lineback-
er Cody Simon said. “He’s a great coverage 
guy. He has a knack for football and for the 
game. He played really well, and he got a big 
stop.”

It was a quick route to playing time for 
Styles, who was getting more and more 
action in close games as the season pro-
gressed before he finally was able to start 
against the Cornhuskers, one which he 
thinks may have occurred due to his experi-
ence on the offensive side of the ball.

Styles said previously being a wide re-
ceiver at Notre Dame helped him make a 
seamless transition to cornerback because 
he already had a familiarity with many route 
concepts, something that a lot of receiv-
ers-turned-cornerbacks have benefited from 
when making that change.

“I get a feel for routes early on,” he said. 
“I think just in my training, understanding 
the route combination of what they want to 
run on different downs and distances, it’s 
helped me out.”

Styles was the only non-starting defen-
sive back to get any defensive snaps during 
the 32-31 loss at Oregon on Oct. 12, earning 
three snaps, still a small number compared 
to the 64 played for each of Burke, Igbino-
sun and Hancock.

Like many of his teammates, Styles is 
trying to put the loss to the Ducks behind 
him but at the same time use it as a moti-
vator, especially since the Buckeyes didn’t 
give themselves much room for any more 
mistakes for the rest of the season.

“I don’t really think it took the Oregon 
game to wake us up like that, but it was part 
of our season,” he said. “So we’ve got to just 
go bounce back overall as a defense, as a 
team, and use that to ignite a fire in us, for 
sure.”

Special teams has been a weak point for 
the Buckeyes for years now, as evidenced in 
the Oregon game, and while they did show 
improvement at the beginning of the sea-
son, they seem to have regressed to where 
they were during the 2023 season. 

As a main part of the special teams unit 
this season, Styles knows that there is still 
a lot of room for improvement in that facet 
of the game, as they have yet to make a true 
difference on the field this season.

“I think we’ve got to continue to get bet-
ter,” Styles said. “We don’t really have any 
blocks yet, we don’t have any touchdowns on 
special teams. We have to be game-chang-
ers in that space.”

While the special teams unit as a whole 
still has yet to make much of a positive im-
pact this season, Styles himself has taken 
his own advice to heart. 

He earned Special Teams Player of the 
Game honors after Ohio State’s Week 2 
contest against Western Michigan by mak-
ing two big tackles during the 56-0 win, one 

coming on a kickoff return at the 20-yard 
line and the second bringing down Bron-
cos punt returner Jordin Parker for a 5-yard 
loss.

He turned that into some late-game play-
ing time on the defensive side of the ball 
as well, getting another tackle and also the 
first pass breakup of his Ohio State career 
against the Broncos.

Styles’ early efforts on special teams has 
earned him more playing time this season, 
according to Day.

“Any time you play well on special teams, 
you’re earning more and more trust with the 
staff. And that’s something that we’ve always 
preached here,” Day said. “So, the more and 
more trust you’re building, you’re just earn-
ing an opportunity to play more. We’ll see 
how that all shakes out game to game and 
based on the scheme going in that week or 
what we’re seeing in terms of our opponent. 

“But (Styles is) somebody who’s compet-
ing every day in practice. He’s giving great 
effort on special teams. You see him show 
up in coverage, getting his hands on balls, 
effort, and that’s big for us right now in 
terms of how we want the hardest-playing 
guys in the country. And he’s shown he’ll do 
that.”

The son of former Ohio State linebacker 
Lorenzo Styles, who played three seasons 
for the Buckeyes and was starting middle 
linebacker in 1993 and ’94 before embark-
ing on a six-year career in the NFL, Styles 
Jr. has set high expectations for himself no 
matter where he is on the field, whether it’s 
at receiver, cornerback or on special teams.

“As a man, as a football player, I just 
hold myself to a certain standard,” he said. 

“Whether I’m starting, whether I’m the 
backup, whatever it is, I just hold myself to a 
certain standard.”

A native of Pickerington, Ohio, Styles 
is also getting the opportunity to play with 
his younger brother, Sonny, who is now 
the Buckeyes’ starting Will linebacker after 
playing all of last season at safety. 

But Lorenzo isn’t holding back when it 
comes to his younger brother. Earlier in the 
season, when asked about how Sonny was 
doing at his new position, Lorenzo said he 
wanted his brother to improve, only wanting 
the best from him.

“I think he’s playing decent so far, but he 
has to continue to improve,” he said. “He’s 
doing his job. But I want him to take it to the 
next level and really be that best linebacker 
in the country type.”

The two brothers got to start alongside 
each other for the first time since high 
school during the win against the Cornhusk-
ers. But that dream scenario for the Styles 
family didn’t last long as Ransom was back 
in for the20-13 win over Penn State on Nov. 
2. Still, the elder Styles got into the game 
for 17 snaps, but recorded no stats while his 
younger brother had nine tackles.

Although Styles didn’t get the start 
against the Nittany Lions, and might not the 
rest of this season without injuries taking 
his teammates out of the game, he is still 
going to be giving it everything he has when-
ever he’s on the field.

“The way I practice, the way I show up 
every single day is going to be the same, 
whether I’m starting or I’m not,” he said.
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By GREG WILSON
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Associate Editor

SCOTT STUART
STYLE POINTS — After a year of changes in 2023, former Notre Dame wide 
receiver Lorenzo Styles Jr. is contributing to the Buckeyes as a cornerback, 
starting against Nebraska on Oct. 26.
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With several returning All-Big Ten cali-
ber defenders and a big addition in the form 
of former SEC Freshman of the Year safety 
Caleb Downs, perhaps no defense in college 
football was more well-respected than Ohio 
State’s before the 2024 season. 

But through much of the first seven 
games of the season, some things felt miss-
ing at times for the Buckeye defense, even if 
the unit ranked among the best in the coun-
try before the Penn State game in total de-
fense and scoring defense, allowing 254.4 
total yards and 11.9 points per game.

Buckeye Sports Bulletin talked with 
247Sports’ Steve Helwagen, former Ohio 
State linebacker Jim Laughlin and Kevin 
Noon of Buckeye Scoop before the 20-13 
win over the Nittany Lions on Nov. 2 to hear 
their thoughts on how the unit was perform-
ing.

“I think when you have so many guys 
coming back that played last year and you 
add a potential All-American like Caleb 
Downs from Alabama, I thought it was go-
ing to be much better than it’s been,” Hel-
wagen said on Oct. 30. “It just is weird that 
even in the early games against (Akron and 
Marshall), the first team had some issues at 
times early in games.”

The peculiar issues surrounding the 
Buckeye defense, which first surfaced in 
the nonconference games against the Zips 
and Thundering Herd, as Helwagen said, 
popped up again in the first half of the 38-7 
win over Michigan State, in which the de-
fense gave up 186 yards. The common 
theme between all three games was that the 
Buckeyes figured out whatever issues they 
were having by halftime at the latest. In a 
32-31 loss to Oregon, that wasn’t the case.

“Generally in those games they worked 
their issues out pretty quickly and dominat-
ed the second, third and fourth quarters in 
most of those games,” Helwagen said. “And 
then maybe in some of the early games, the 

opponent would get a late score, maybe 
against the backups, and so they may have 
given up seven or 10 points or whatever, but 
they played pretty good defense.

“I think then you get to Oregon, and I 
don’t think they respected the speed of the 
Oregon wide receivers. They didn’t get any 
pressure on the Oregon quarterback (Dillon 
Gabriel), and then late in the game they let 
him run the ball for a touchdown, and that 
was one of the worst defensive performanc-
es probably (dating) back to 2022 against 
Michigan, where they gave up all of those 
big, long plays.”

The Buckeyes defense gave up a total of 
496 yards against Oregon, the most yards 
allowed by the unit since the team’s 42-41 
loss to Georgia in the College Football Play-

off in 2022. Although the run defense wasn’t 
great against the Ducks, the real problems 
came for the Buckeyes in slowing down Ga-
briel and the passing attack. Gabriel com-
pleted 23 of 34 passes for 341 yards, two 
passing touchdowns and a rushing score in 
the win, as the Buckeyes failed to generate 
any pass rush and subsequently failed to 
stay in front of receivers.

“I don’t think they’re getting to the quar-
terback enough,” Laughlin said. “They’re 
not getting enough hits on the quarterback.”

With 2.86 sacks per game as a team 
through seven contests, the Buckeyes’ num-
bers on the season were respectable and 
tied for the 21st most in the country with 
Marshall, but against the toughest offense 
on their schedule in Oregon, the vaunted 
Buckeye defensive line was nowhere to be 
found. In the one-point loss, they failed to 
sack Gabriel and rarely generated pressure.

“I think the lack of being able to get a 
pass rush with four guys,” Noon said on Oct. 
31 when asked what the biggest weakness 
of the defense is. “I don’t know if I’m going 
to say that’s a case of not subbing enough, 
or what it really is, but Ohio State has a lot 
of depth on the line, and I would think that 
Ohio State would be able to get home more 
often than it is.

“I know part of it is by design. It’s more 
of a contain defense than it is a go and 
crush the quarterback defense, but I think 
that there’s a place for both, and Ohio State 
is going to need to find that pass rush here 
as we enter the final stretch of the regular 
season.”

Whatever is holding back the Ohio State 
pass rush from being among the best front 
four in the country, it certainly isn’t talent. 
Not only are defensive ends Jack Sawyer 
and JT Tuimoloau both former five-star re-
cruits, but they are both thought to be early 
picks in the upcoming NFL draft. 

Starting defensive tackles Ty Hamilton 
and Tyleik Williams haven’t had the same 

first-round buzz that Sawyer and Tuimoloau 
have had, but they still are NFL prospects, 
Williams projecting to go just one round lat-
er. One issue brought up by Helwagen was 
the number of snaps given to each player.

“I think one problem that they maybe 
haven’t taken advantage of is their depth up 
there to split up the reps,” he said. “Too of-
ten you see guys like Sawyer and Williams 
and Hamilton and Tuimoloau playing 50 
and 60 plays and the backups only playing 
15 plays. I think if that was a little bit more 
of an equitable split, you would get a great 
40 or 50 plays out of Sawyer and Tuimoloau 
as opposed to just an OK 60.”

The way the defensive line has been 
managed has caused rumors to spread 
about some friction between defensive co-
ordinator Jim Knowles and longtime defen-
sive line coach Larry Johnson.

“I don’t know what to make of it,” Noon 
said. “I think that you bring in Jim Knowles 
as the head coach of the defense, you need 
to give Jim Knowles the right to make the 
changes that he wants to make, and I don’t 
think anybody should be able to hold that 
up.

“I think that we get bits and pieces and 
may not know the complete picture when it 
comes to these reported differences that are 
there, so I hate to leap to any conclusions. 
But I would hate to see anybody holding up 
the vision of the defensive coordinator when 
you brought him in and are paying him over 
$2 million to run the unit.”

Helwagen believes any differences be-
tween Johnson and Knowles aren’t as big a 
deal as some make them out to be.

“I think a lot of that is blown out of pro-
portion,” Helwagen said. “I think that Jim 
Knowles calls something and the defensive 
line has to execute it to the best of their abil-
ity. Has there been some unwillingness to 
go to some of the other fronts, a three-man 
front, or a five-man front? I don’t know, but I 
don’t think that there’s a true rift there.”

OSU Defense Shows Improvement Against PSU
By BOBBY GORBETT
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Staff Writer

SONNY BROCKWAY
HERE’S THE PLAN — Defensive coordinator Jim Knowles, here talking to defensive end JT Tuimoloau (44), came 
under criticism for not putting more pressure on Oregon quarterback Dillon Gabriel. A goal-line stand against Penn 
State may have quieted some critics.
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The talented secondary, consisting of 
veteran cornerbacks Denzel Burke and Da-
vison Igbinosun, hasn’t done the defensive 
line many favors when they don’t get home. 
Burke, a first-team All-Big Ten cornerback 
in 2023, was exposed in the Buckeyes’ loss 
to Oregon.

In that game, Burke was the victim of 
multiple well-executed double-move routes 
by Oregon receivers, which led to explosive 
gains of 69 yards and 48 yards over the top 
of the defense.

Burke had a much-improved perfor-
mance in Ohio State’s 21-17 win over Ne-
braska but still nearly gave up a long com-
pletion on Nebraska’s second drive of the 
game. For someone who is usually as reli-
able and talented as Burke, even one long 
gain would have been a surprise, let alone 
the repeated ugly reps he had against Ore-
gon.

“You don’t know if he was 100 percent 
healthy or if something was wrong with him 
or once he got beat if it became a mental 
thing to where he was second-guessing him-
self and not going with his instincts,” Helwa-
gen said. “His keys and his technique and 
he just kind of panicked a little bit, because 
boy, he really struggled, and you hate to see 
that. You know he’s a much better player 
than that because we’ve watched him for 3½ 
years, and we know how good he can be in 
those one-on-one situations.”

Igbinosun has had issues of his own. In 
the narrow win over Nebraska, he nearly 
cost his team the game with two accepted 
pass-interference penalties, another that 
was declined, and some difficulties in cover-
ing Nebraska wide receiver Jahmal Banks.

One solution Noon had for the second-
ary was for the pairing of Burke and Igbi-
nosun to play a little closer to the line of 
scrimmage.

“Members of the secondary are always 
going to have a confidence about them, and 
I think that sometimes they get a little too 
overconfident, but I also think sometimes 
they’re put in bad positions,” Noon said. 
“Sometimes you see defensive backs lining 

up 6, 8, 10 yards off the line of scrimmage 
instead of playing press corner. I think that 
they have a secondary that would benefit 
from playing a little bit more press man.”

Knowles, the man in charge of putting 
the Ohio State defense in position to suc-
ceed, faced all sorts of criticism following 
the unit’s poor performance against Oregon. 
Specifically, Knowles drew criticism for his 
unwillingness to blitz and get pressure into 
the backfield. Helwagen was a little bit skep-
tical of the overall game plan against the 
Ducks.

“I just feel like they didn’t have a good 
plan for that game. Their blitz packages 
were nothing,” Helwagen said. “Too often, 
I’m watching through the binoculars, know-
ing that the blitz is coming and nobody ever 
impacts the quarterback, and when you blitz 
and can’t impact the quarterback, he’s going 
to pick you apart.”

Knowles has had his fair share of bad 
calls, but in all fairness, he’s also had his 
good calls, which at least in part led to Ohio 
State coming up with back-to-back stops 
against the Nebraska offense to hang on to a 
narrow win. It seems like at times Knowles 
has received more criticism from outsiders 
for the bad calls than he has received praise 
for the good calls. According to Noon, deal-
ing with detractors is just a part of the job.

“Jim Knowles is the first one to say that 
when things go well, it’s for the players, 
when things go wrong, it’s on him, so he’s 
kind of getting what he wants there, and I 
think that’s the right leadership that you 
have to do as a defensive coach, a defensive 
coordinator, to put that stuff on you,” Noon 
said.

According to Laughlin, the criticism 
faced by any coach is often a product of wins 
and losses.

“He probably gets too much blame,” 
Laughlin said. “Guys have to make plays. 
Especially in the fourth quarter, these close 
games, you have got to come up and make 
the plays. So I mean we get a couple extra 
seconds in that Oregon game, well, we’re 
undefeated. Nobody’s complaining. We have 

a kicker in that Georgia game, we win the 
national title, and then nobody’s complain-
ing.”

But against then-No. 3 Penn State on 
Nov. 2, there was hardly anything to com-
plain about for the Ohio State defense. The 
Buckeye defense allowed just six points 
while coming up with two goal-line stands 
to earn a 20-13 victory, the Nittany Lions’ 
touchdown coming on a Will Howard pick-
six.

“The defense really stepped up,” Noon 
said. “It was a major improvement. There 
were a lot of new wrinkles that Jim Knowles 
was able to call, and the team executed well. 
Ohio State only had two sacks, but they 
came in the same series and really seemed 
to break the back of the Nittany Lions. I 
think that everybody, once they go back and 
really review the game, will come to a simi-
lar agreement that the defense led the way. 
Not to take anything away from the offense, 
but it was a defensive-led effort.”

It was a team effort for the Ohio State 
defense that allowed only 270 yards and 
held the opposing offense to just three third-
down conversions on 11 attempts. In the 
first of their two goal-line stands, Igbinosun 
ripped the ball from Penn State receiver 
Harrison Wallace III, after the Nittany Lions 
had advanced the ball to the OSU 3-yard 
line right before halftime. 

The second goal-line stand was arguably 
the most impactful series of the game. With 
Ohio State leading 20-13, the Nittany Lions 
were at the Buckeye 3-yard line with first-
and-goal. Three straight runs moved Penn 
State only to the 1-yard line, setting up the 
play of the game on fourth-and-goal. Rather 

than running the ball up the middle, Penn 
State elected to go for a play-action pass. 
The Buckeyes were not fooled at all, and 
they blanketed the Nittany Lions receivers, 
forcing an incompletion that gave OSU the 
ball back on its own 1-yard line.

“When you can stop the opposing offense 
twice after they’ve had first down inside the 
5-yard line and not allow them to score, 
that’s about as good a game as you are ever 
to going to play defensively,” Helwagen said 
following the Penn State game.

It was perhaps the defense’s best game 
of the season, but the defensive line still 
brought PSU quarterback Drew Allar down 
only twice. Nonetheless, according to Hel-
wagen, the defensive line did put up a strong 
effort in getting after him.

“The pass rush was good because as 
I watched the game, there were a number 
of times where they didn’t sack the quarter-
back, but they forced incompletions, like on 
the goal line, the fourth-down play,” he said. 
“(Allar) had to kind of eat that football and 
throw it. Otherwise he was going to take a 
sack.” 

For the defense as a whole, the issues 
that at times plagued them throughout the 
first seven games could still come back to 
haunt them in future matchups against ef-
ficient offenses like Indiana or a potential 
rematch against Oregon, but their shut-
down performance against Penn State was 
a strong sign to Helwagen.

“The jury may still be out if they can cov-
er all the bases against a great offense like 
Oregon or Indiana, but definitely it showed 
there is a physicality to this defense,” Hel-
wagen said.

SONNY BROCKWAY
HOLDING THE LINE — There are rumors that longtime defensive line coach 
Larry Johnson (above) doesn’t see eye to eye with defensive coordinator 
Jim Knowles, especially in light of the 32-31 loss to Oregon on Oct. 12.
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Throughout the 2024 football season, 
Buckeye Sports Bulletin will publish histor-
ical stories from seasons ending in the nu-
meral “4.” This week, BSB looks back at the 
1964 season as Woody Hayes wages wars on 
several fronts to keep his program relevant 
on the national stage.

Woody Hayes always had a fighter’s men-
tality. After all, he had spent part of his youth 
as an amateur boxer, participating in bouts 
put together by his older brother Ike.

But Hayes had never experienced oppo-
sition coming from all sides like he endured 
during the mid-1960s as he fought heated 
recruiting battles to retain homegrown Ohio 
talent while his own university waged war 
against the fear that football was becoming 
more important on campus than academics.

The latter battle had begun when Hayes 
was hired in 1951 over the objections of 
longtime OSU Alumni Association secretary 
Jack Fullen, who favored giving the job to one 
of the Ohio high school coaches that had in-
terviewed for the position. Fullen reasoned 
that Hayes – after three years at Denison and 
two more at Miami (Ohio) – was too heavily 
invested in athletics and presented too much 
of a challenge with regard to academics.

Even before Hayes’ arrival in Columbus, 
faculty members at Ohio State had been 
worried about academics taking a back seat 

to athletics. Fullen was eagerly their mouth-
piece, often talking publicly about the tail 
(football) wagging the dog (academics), and 
he finally saw an opening during the 1959-60 
academic year.

Ohio State had held a symposium attend-
ed by a handful of U.S. senators, and during a 
tour of the campus, when asked his thoughts 
about the school, one senator reportedly re-
plied, “Well, I don’t know much about Ohio 
State, but I do know you have a good football 
team here.”

Faculty members did not hide their dis-
pleasure with that assessment.

“We’re upset over the fact that the image 
of Ohio State is that the school is merely an 
appendage to the football team,” one depart-
ment head said. “When we go away for meet-
ings, we’re kidded about this by people from 
other schools. We don’t dislike football, but 
the feeling is that things are out of propor-
tion.”

The following year, Fullen decided to 
make his play.

The Buckeyes had finished the 1961 
season with an 8-0-1 record,  and were 
ranked No. 2 in the country in the major na-
tional polls behind undefeated Alabama. But 
the Big Ten’s longtime contract with the Rose 
Bowl had lapsed the year before, meaning 
the bowl invitation had been sent directly to 
the school rather than the league office. Con-
ference rules at the time said the university’s 
faculty had sole control over the bid.

With Fullen fanning the fire against play-

ing in the Rose Bowl, the Ohio State Faculty 
Council met as a group, and after consider-
able debate, voted 28-25 to turn down the 
invitation to Pasadena.

The decision triggered several days of 
protests that spilled from the campus to 
downtown Columbus. Straw figures meant 
to be representations of Fullen were burned 
in effigy, but if the alumni association secre-
tary was concerned about his personal safe-
ty, it didn’t show.

“All I want is balance,” Fullen said. “We 
have small-time support for the true mis-
sion of the university and big-time support 
for athletics. You aren’t going to have a very 
good house if you put all of your money in the 
game room and ignore the rest.”

Dr. Marvin Fox, an associate professor in 
Ohio State’s department of philosophy since 
the late 1940s, went even further.

“We are going off the deep end by admit-
ting that these athletes are professionals,” 
Fox said. “(They are) being paid to play foot-
ball, so that we can fill up the stadium and 
draw huge sums of money from football at-
tendance.”

Hayes obviously disagreed, reiterating his 
belief that a Rose Bowl appearance brought 
“favorable attention for the university,” while 
playing in the game was a “dream of each 
player and that this honor was earned by win-
ning the (conference) championship.”

The coach might also have known that 
dark days were coming for him and his pro-
gram.

“After the faculty council voted the way it 
did, opposing teams used that as a recruit-
ing tactic against Ohio State,” longtime OSU 
football historian Jack Park told BSB. “Oth-
er coaches, especially those in the Big Ten, 
told prospective players that Ohio State was 
anti-Rose Bowl and that Coach Hayes didn’t 
really have the support of his school. That 
hurt Woody very deeply, both personally and 
professionally.

“There is no doubt that it hurt his pro-

gram. Just look the team records immediate-
ly after 1961. Ohio State lost at least three 
games in four of the following six seasons, 
and in one of those seasons (1966), the Buck-
eyes had a losing record. That happened only 
twice in the 28 years that Woody Hayes was 
head coach at Ohio State.”

Ready For Redemption
Ohio State experienced back-to-back sea-

sons with three losses in 1962 and ’63, the 
first time that had happened in more than a 
decade. What’s more, the Buckeyes seemed 
to be losing their footing on the national 
scene.

Between the 1960 and 1962 seasons, the 
team had spent 19 consecutive weeks ranked 
among the nation’s top 10 teams, according 
to The Associated Press. But the Buckeyes 
had dropped completely out of the rankings 
midway through the ’62 season, and after 
that had spent 14 agonizing weeks playing 
as an unranked team through the end of the 
1963 campaign.

But when the 1964 season began, Ohio 
State had returned to the upper regions of 
the AP poll, installed at No. 5 in the presea-
son rankings. Part of the reason was because 
the roster had been restocked with star pow-
er on both sides of the ball.

Defensive back Arnie Chonko was on his 
way to first-team All-America honors as was 
linebacker Dwight “Ike” Kelley. Also earning 
All-America status was offensive tackle Jim 
Davidson, who anchored an impressive of-
fensive line in front of quarterback Don Un-
verferth, halfbacks Tom Barrington and Bo 
Rein, and fullback Will Sander.

Ironically, Unverferth, who went on to set 
almost every passing record at Ohio State, 
was not Hayes’ first choice as Ohio State’s 
quarterback. The coach had heavily pursued 
Tommy Myers of Troy High School, consid-
ered one of the top high school quarterbacks 
in the nation. But Myers was reportedly 
turned off by the faculty decision not to go to 

Bucks Struggle To Remain Relevant In Mid-1960s  

By MARK REA
BSB Managing Editor Emeritus

FILE PHOTO
TURBULENT TIMES — The early 1960s were difficult for coach Woody Hayes 
after the Faculty Council voted in 1961 not to send the team to the Rose 
Bowl, enabling opposing coaches to use that decision as a recruiting tool 
against him.
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the Rose Bowl, and signed with Northwest-
ern.

Myers became a star for the Ara 
Parseghian-coached Wildcats, and led them 
to back-to-back victories against Ohio State 
in 1962 and 1963. It marked the first time 
in more than 20 years that Northwestern 
had enjoyed two consecutive wins against 
the Buckeyes, a feat the Wildcats have not 
achieved since. 

Despite the successive losses to the Wild-
cats, however, losing out on the services of 
Myers might have been a blessing in disguise 
for the Buckeyes. Unverferth was eager to 
get into the pre-med program at Ohio State, 
and his strong-armed skills as a quarterback 
helped bring Hayes and his ground-oriented 
offense out of the dark ages. His 871 pass-
ing yards during the 1964 season might 
not sound like much today, but at the time, 
it ranked third all-time on the program’s sin-
gle-season list.

With Unverferth at the controls, the Buck-
eyes made a convincing statement during 
their 1964 season opener, taking a 27-8 vic-
tory against SMU. Barrington and Sander 
each scored on long touchdown runs, de-
fensive end and team co-captain Bill Spahr 
scooped up a fumble and returned it 31 yards 
for a score, and kicker Bob Funk added field 
goals of 39 and 27 yards.

The Mustangs were on their way to a dis-
mal 1-9 season as well as a last-place finish 
in the Southwest Conference under third-
year head coach Hayden Fry. It was the worst 
season during the College Football Hall of 
Fame coach’s 37-year career at SMU, North 
Texas State and Iowa.

Ohio State kicked off Big Ten play the fol-
lowing week by hosting Indiana, a team on 
its way to a 2-7 finish in 1964 and one that 
hadn’t beaten the Buckeyes since 1951. But 
the upstart Hoosiers pulled out all the stops 
before succumbing to a 17-9 decision.

IU held edges in several categories, in-
cluding first downs (18-16) and total yardage 
(322-289). But the Hoosiers turned the ball 
over three times – each on Chonko intercep-
tions. The three interceptions tied an OSU 
single-game record first set in 1951 by Fred 
Bruney against Illinois, and equaled several 
times since.

The victory against Indiana set up an 
early-season road test against defending Big 
Ten and Rose Bowl champion Illinois. Led by 
All-American center/linebacker Dick Butkus 
and fellow All-American George Donnelly at 
defensive back, the undefeated Fighting Illini 
were ranked No. 2 in the nation, but hadn’t 
beaten the Buckeyes in Champaign since a 
14-7 win in 1950.

Ohio State set the tone from the outset. 
Defensive back John Fill intercepted a pass 
and returned it 47 yards to the Illinois 24, 
and on the Buckeyes’ first offensive play from 
scrimmage, Unverferth faked an option pitch 
and scampered 24 yards for a touchdown.

The Illini never recovered from the early 
haymaker, and OSU marched to a convinc-
ing 26-0 victory in front of 71,227 fans, at 
the time the largest crowd ever to watch a 
Big Ten game at Memorial Stadium. Illinois 
gained only 140 yards, averaging just 2.2 
yards on its 65 offensive plays, and never ad-
vanced past the OSU 31-yard line.

“They had about 18 or 20 returning let-
termen,” Kelley remembered about the Illi-
ni that year. “Butkus was quoted as saying 
something like, ‘Ohio State’s my meat be-
cause they run straight at me. That’s what I 

love.’
“Well, Woody got hold of that and used 

it. He got up in front of us before the game 
and said, ‘That SOB won’t know where we’re 
coming from!’ He had us so sky-high for that 
game, some of the guys were throwing up 
from excitement. Then, we went out and just 
drilled ’em.”

The Buckeyes returned home the follow-
ing week and never missed a beat, getting 
some payback against USC for a humiliating 
32-3 loss at the Los Angeles Memorial Coli-
seum the year before. The Trojans commit-
ted five turnovers, and accounted for only 
197 total yards during a 17-0 shutout loss. 
USC, under fifth-year head coach John McK-
ay, went on to win five of its final six games, 
including a 20-17 upset of top-rated Notre 
Dame in their final game, and wound up as 
the nation’s No. 10 team in the final AP poll 
of the season.

Meanwhile, Ohio State was el-
evated to the top spot in the polls 
after its victory against the Tro-
jans, and celebrated with two more 
late-October victories.

The Buckeyes moved to 5-0 
with a dominating 28-3 win against 
Wisconsin in front of a homecom-
ing crowd of 84,365 – then the 
third-largest crowd in Ohio Sta-
dium history – and then notched 
a sixth consecutive victory with a 
hard-earned 21-19 decision against Iowa de-
spite being outgained by a 315-189 margin.

Iowa quarterback Gary Snook directed 
a 67-yard scoring drive that pulled his team 
within two points of the Buckeyes with just 
two seconds remaining in the game, but the 
QB’s naked reverse on the subsequent two-
point conversion try was stopped by Kelley 
just short of the goal line.

The pollsters were unimpressed with the 
victory, however, and dropped Ohio State a 
notch in the national rankings to No. 2 de-
spite its perfect 6-0 record. But the Buckeyes 
still stood atop the Big Ten standings as they 
returned home for what was supposed to be 
a breather against nonconference opponent 
Penn State, a team that had begun the 1964 
season by losing four of its first five games.

Since that ugly start, the Nittany Lions 
had strung together back-to-back wins, but 
were still just 3-4 when they invaded Co-
lumbus for the second year in a row. South 
Pennsylvania native Charles “Rip” Engle, in 
his 15th of 16 seasons as head coach in Hap-
py Valley, had guided his team to a 10-7 win 
against the Buckeyes in 1963, a victory that 
was attributed to the excellent quarterback 
play of Pete Liske, who threw for 168 yards 
and a touchdown against the Buckeyes.

Liske had graduated after the 1963 sea-
son, but Penn State didn’t need him. Engle 
and top assistant Joe Paterno devised a 
game plan that thoroughly dominated the 
Buckeyes and resulted in a shocking 27-0 
upset. During the first half, Ohio State had 
minus-14 yards of total offense, and totaled 
just 63 yards for the game while the Nittany 
Lions amassed 349.

The Buckeyes rebounded from the em-
barrassing loss with a 10-0 win against My-
ers and Northwestern to set up the tradition-
al season finale against Michigan, a game 
that would determine the Big Ten champi-
onship. The Wolverines hadn’t won a league 
title since 1950 – the year before Hayes was 
hired at Ohio State – and the coach had often 
said that if he had any say in the matter, “it 

would be a cold day in hell” before they won 
another one.

Little did Hayes know just how soon that 
cold day would come.

The Freezer Bowl
In a game many observers compared to 

the 1950 Ohio State-Michigan game, also 
known as “The Snow Bowl,” the Buckeyes 
and Wolverines faced off under brutally cold 
conditions nearly 14 years to the day later.

This time, instead of playing in a blinding 
snowstorm, the skies above Ohio Stadium 
were crystal clear. But the afternoon tem-
perature never rose above 20 degrees while 
steady 20- to 30-mph winds kept everything 
in a deep freeze. Official wind chills were es-
timated at around 5 degrees below zero, but 
the participants said it felt much colder.

“I was never so cold in my life, and I’ve 
never been that cold since,” Sander told BSB 

in 2021. “Nowadays, they have 
special gloves, bench warmers 
and those gas-powered heaters on 
the sideline. We had none of that. 
It’s pretty hard to grip a football 
when your fingers are so numb 
you can’t feel them.”

The frigid conditions weren’t 
limited to the field of play. In the 
press box, reporters were fighting 
their own battle against the ele-
ments.

According to Roger Stanton, the longtime 
publisher of Football News, the Ohio Stadi-
um press box was so cold that the copy ma-
chine used to provide statistical information 
to reporters stopped working. A variety of 
solutions was tried until someone tried pour-
ing vodka onto the machine’s gears and the 
unusual lubricant allowed the copier to, ac-
cording to Stanton, “hum along reasonably 
during the remainder of the afternoon.”   

The first quarter was scoreless with nei-
ther team able to get a grip on its offense 
mainly because they couldn’t get a grip on 
the football.

The first break of the game came when 
Michigan quarterback Bob Timberlake fum-
bled on his own 29-yard line. But the Buck-
eyes couldn’t cash in because Unverferth’s 
third-down sideline pass attempt to receiver 
Bob Stock was knocked away by Michigan 
defensive back Rick Volk, who would go on 
to enjoy a 12-year All-Pro career in the NFL, 
mostly with the Baltimore Colts.

Michigan got its first break late in the 
second quarter when Rein fumbled a punt 
return and the Wolverines recovered on the 
Ohio State 20. They pushed ahead to the 17 
before Timberlake pulled off what was ulti-
mately the play of the game.

The Michigan QB tried to roll to his right, 
but met a wall of Ohio State defenders that 
caused him to reverse his field. Timberlake 
had wanted to get the ball to split end John 
Henderson, who was sprinting down the 
sideline. But Henderson was double-cov-
ered, so Timberlake stopped and found wide-
open wingback Jim Detwiler, who managed 
to gather in a wind-swept spiral at about the 
Ohio State 3 before turning into the end 
zone.

Michigan kicker Forest Evashevski, son of 
the legendary Iowa head coach of the same 
name, tacked on the PAT and Michigan had 
a 7-0 lead with just 44 seconds remaining in 
the first half.

The second half was nearly a carbon 
copy of the first with Arctic winds whipping 

through the stadium and Hayes never waver-
ing from his original game plan. The Buck-
eyes ran an unbalanced line for most of the 
game, sending Sander on straight off-tackle 
dives and occasionally trying to spring Bar-
rington wide or Rein on a misdirection play. 
But the defensive game plan devised by 
Michigan head coach Chalmers “Bump” El-
liott and his first-year line coach, Ohio native 
Tony Mason, countered nearly everything 
OSU tried and limited the Buckeyes to just 
122 yards on the ground.

Sander was the game’s leading rusher 
with 65 yards on 14 carries, but Barrington 
and Rein combined for only 9 net yards on 
10 attempts. Meanwhile, Unverferth strug-
gled with the frigid, windy conditions and 
completed only 6 of 20 pass attempts for 59 
yards with two interceptions.

Michigan tacked on a 27-yard field goal 
from Timberlake early in the fourth quarter 
and went on to post a 10-0 victory. It marked 
the first time the Buckeyes had been shut out 
by their archrivals since a 19-0 loss in 1956, 
snapped the Wolverines’ four-game losing 
streak in the series, and sent Michigan to the 
Rose Bowl for the first time in 14 years.

The Wolverines went to Pasadena and 
came home with a 34-7 rout of Oregon State, 
and finished the 1964 season ranked No. 4 in 
the national polls.

Meanwhile, the Buckeyes finished No. 9 
in both the writers’ and coaches’ polls, mark-
ing the third straight season they had polled 
behind one or more Big Ten rivals in the final 
rankings of the season. That streak would 
extend through the 1967 season as Hayes 
and his program struggled to remain on solid 
footing with regard to recruiting.

“There is no doubt that the 1961 decision 
not to go to the Rose Bowl was used against 
Ohio State,” Park said. “The proof can be 
plainly seen when comparing the records of 
the team before and after the decision.”

Between the eight-year period from 1954 
to 1961, the Buckeyes posted a 56-14-4 re-
cord (a .789 winning percentage), won four 
Big Ten championships, and earned three 
national titles. Over the six years following 
the 1961 decision not to go to the Rose Bowl, 
Ohio State had a 35-18-1 record (.657) with 
zero conference or national championships.

“That kind of forced Woody to rethink his 
recruiting strategy,” Park said. “Always be-
fore, the bulk of his rosters were from Ohio 
high schools. But in that 1964 game, Michi-
gan’s entire starting backfield was from Ohio.

“So, Woody understood that he had to 
make some changes. As a result, he began 
to expand his recruiting focus outside Ohio 
with that change in philosophy ultimately re-
sulting in the class that became the ‘Super 
Sophomores’ in 1968.”

Park’s point is a salient one. While only 
9.1 percent of the official 1961 roster fea-
tured players from outside Ohio, by 1968 
that percentage had nearly doubled to 17.4 
percent. Just five years later, it had doubled 
again to 35.1 percent.

“I’m sure Woody would never have admit-
ted it,” former OSU sports information direc-
tor Marv Homan told BSB in 2011, “but it’s 
entirely possible Jack Fullen did him a favor 
when he influenced the Faculty Council vote 
in 1961.

“There were definitely some leaner sea-
sons in the wake of that decision, but I think 
there is an argument to be made the future 
of the Ohio State football program was 
changed ultimately for the better.”  

Don Unverferth
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Heyward ‘Steel’ Going Strong For Pittsburgh
Being a good person, a role model in 

the community and a positive influence in 
the locker room are wonderful attributes 
but they don’t get you to the level of being 
among the greatest players on one of the 
NFL’s most storied franchises.

It takes a long and productive career to 
set a record for games played by a defensive 
player for the Pittsburgh Steelers. That’s the 
mark former Ohio State defensive tackle 
Cameron Heyward set Oct. 28 during a 26-
18 Monday Night Football win against the 
New York Giants.

Heyward, 35, appeared in his 202nd 
game (167 starts) to surpass Hall of Fame 
defensive back Donnie Shell.

“Cam is a great, great guy,” Shell said. 
“He does a lot in the community and he’s an 
awesome player.”

Heyward’s accomplishment was met 
with an ovation by Steelers fans after a trib-
ute on the video board at Acrisure Stadium.

“I wasn’t expecting that,” Heyward said. 
“It was nice. I would have been fine if we 
had never acknowledged it.”

Heyward is fourth all-time on the Steel-
ers’ career games list behind quarterback 
Ben Roethlisberger (249), center Mike Web-
ster (245) and receiver Hines Ward (217). 

“It’s a testament to being with the same 
team,” Heyward said. “Not a lot of people 
can say that. There are very few on that list, 
and I have respect for all of them.

“Like in any sport, you see the guys in 
one jersey, and there is a level of respect 
there. It means you didn’t run. You didn’t go 
chasing anything. You were serious about 
your craft where you were, and your focus 
was on trying to get better. You weren’t look-
ing for an easy way out.”

Heyward appreciates the history of the 
Steelers. He spent some of his youth in the 
city where his father, the late Craig “Iron-
head” Heyward, was a star running back at 
Pitt before playing 11 years in the NFL. 

“I know the players that are around that 
(career record), and I have so much respect 
for them,” he said. “I don’t take this game 
lightly. There’s a lot of luck involved. There’s 
a lot of staying healthy when everybody said 
I was hurt all the time. I appreciate it.”

Only nine active NFL players – excluding 
punters, kickers, long snappers and special 
team specialists – have appeared in more 
games than Heyward. Just three are defen-
sive linemen: Miam defensive end Calais 
Campbell (252 games), Houston defensive 
end Jerry Hughes (222) and New Orleans 
defensive end Cameron Jordan (218), who 
is the only one of the trio still with the team 
that drafted him.

Heyward is not close to winding down 
his NFL career after being drafted in the 
first-round (No. 31) by the Steelers in 2011. 

He played in 52 games (46 starts) at Ohio 
State from 2007-10. Heyward recorded 
37½ tackles for loss and 15½ sacks, recov-
ered two fumbles with one in the end zone 
for a touchdown. He also had an 80-yard 
interception return against Miami (Ohio) in 
2010, and was named first-team All-Big Ten 
that same season.

He rewarded the Steelers for picking 
him by being named to the Pro Bowl six 

times and is a three-time first-team AP All-
Pro. 

In 2023, Heyward was the recipient of 
the Walter Payton Man of the Year award 
that  recognizes a player’s community ser-
vice as well as playing excellence. He’s been 
nominated six times by the Steelers and is 
so respected that he has been team captain 
since 2015.

“You could tell by all the gray hairs in his 
beard that he has been here forever,” Steel-
ers outside linebacker T.J. Watt said with a 
smile. “He’s done amazing things. He’s the 
true epitome of a Pittsburgh Steeler, on and 
off the field – a guy that we can all look to 
as a role model teammate, Pittsburgh citi-
zen and also player. I have so much respect 
for Cam and he’s still doing it at a very high 
level.”

Heyward signed a three-year, $45 million 
contract Sept. 3 that runs through 2026. 
The Steelers showed faith in him even 
though a groin injury that caused him to 
miss six games last season limited him to 
just two sacks and caused some to wonder 
if his better days were behind him.

“I’ve had to eat (criticism) and absorb it,” 
he said during the preseason. “Everybody’s 
entitled to their opinion, but I want to make 
their opinion wrong, and I think I just look 
forward to playing good football.

“I play with a chip on my shoulder. If I 
get knocked down, I’m going to get back up 
even stronger.”

Pittsburgh head coach Mike Tomlin likes 
that attitude and isn’t concerned about Hey-
ward’s age.

“It’s who he is,” Tomlin said. “That’s why 
we were attracted to him. He brought that 
with him from Columbus, Ohio. In terms of 
why he’s able to be uniquely effective for a 
long period of time, he’s a power player who 
happens to be athletic.

“Those power players grow old more 
gracefully than the oversized athletes. I 
imagine at 45, you couldn’t move Cam out 
of a gap. The power players generally age 
more gracefully, and he is a power player.”

Having A Season
Heyward is making his point. He earned 

a spot on Pro Football Focus’ Midseason 
All-Pro Team, helping the Steelers to a 6-2 
record through Oct. 28.

According to PFF, he had 29 total pres-
sures and three sacks. He also has 21 run 
stops and currently holds a grade of 91.0 
overall, including an 84.4 run defense and 
an 87.9 pass rush grade.

“The 35-year-old Heyward isn’t slowing 
down,” PFF’s Gordon McGuinness wrote. 
“He boasts 80.0-plus PFF grades in pass 
rushing and run defense as arguably the 
best player at the position in the league,” 

Heyward’s 83½ career sacks are a re-
cord by a Steelers lineman.

Defensive coordinator Teryl Austin said 
Heyward’s longevity comes from prepara-
tion. 

“He’s not one of the guys that comes 
back here and tries to work himself into 
shape during the course of the offseason or 
whatever,” Austin said. “He is always work-
ing, always in shape.”

Defensive lineman Montravius Adams 
scoffed at critics who thought Heyward was 
finished after last season.

“People felt like he slacked because of 
the injury last year,” Adams said in mid-Oc-
tober. “They’d better watch these first six 
games.

“I’ve been with guys who have been able 
to do it, but they were doing it in year eight 
or year nine. This dude is on Year 14, and 
he’s still doing it. I just think it’s impressive. 
I truly don’t believe there is another guy who 
can do it. And I’m glad he’s on our team.”

Heyward, in his role as the ultimate leader, 
is quick to defend his teammates. Such was 
the case when Giants right tackle Jermaine 
Eluemunor, who was playing for his fourth 
team in eight seasons, taunted Watt and his 
pass-rushing abilities by saying that he want-
ed to be left on an island against him, meaning 
he could handle the star player by himself. 

Watt had two sacks and a strip-sack fum-
ble recovery that helped Pittsburgh seal the 
victory.

“That island sank,” Heyward said on his 
“Not Just Football With Cameron Heyward” 
podcast. “There is no island anymore. It was 
washed up in Hurricane Watt. And then Alex 
(Highsmith) got a sack over there, too. It is 
not a good feeling when you poke the bear. 
I’m petty. I send (Watt) stuff in the group 
chat. I make sure he knows, make sure he is 
circling it. But it’s nice to see T.J. just destroy 
that and make sure the kid knows, ‘Don’t be 
calling me out if you don’t want the smoke.’

“Last time they played each other, I think 
T.J. had two sacks there. So, he could be all 
for the competition. But shoot, you’d better 
be ready to perform in those moments.”

Heyward is not above self-criticism on 
his podcast when he discussed the Steelers’ 
rush defense. “I’m not happy about that,” 
he said. “Going into the (Giants) game, I 
thought we were doing a good job stopping 
the run. You watch that game, yards after 
contact, you give props to them, but man 
we’ve got to wrap up. 

“We’ve got to tackle, especially giving up 
explosion runs. That’s not allowed. And you 
know multiple teams are going to try and 
duplicate that. They’re going to go back to 
that formula and see if they have more suc-
cess with it.”

Care Of Others
Heyward is beloved in Pittsburgh not only 

for his football but his charity work, such as 
“Cam’s Kindness Week” that includes visits 
to children in hospitals, clothing drives and 
donations to the athletic department of his 
mother’s high school.

He credits her for instilling the value of 
giving back.

“She wasn’t just going to settle for us just 
going about our way and not caring about 
our community,” Heyward said.

He established a foundation – The Hey-
ward House – in 2015 to cover a wide range 
of services and programs such as Kids Voice, 
which provides resources for abused, neglect-
ed and at-risk kids, as well as the Boys & Girls 
Club and American Cancer Association.

Heyward’s father died in 2006 of brain 
cancer at age 39. Cameron was a senior in 
high school at the time and felt the burden 
of taking care of brothers, Corey and Con-
nor, who was drafted as a tight end from 
Michigan State by the Steelers in 2022 and 
is in his third year with the team.

“He definitely was the man in our house,” 

his mother, Charlotte Heyward-Blackwell, 
told Steelers.com. “But Cam then went off 
to college. I think he had that responsibility 
in his head, but how much can you do when 
you’re in college and you’re trying to get on 
the field and start playing as a freshman at 
Ohio State? It was kind of crazy. That sum-
mer, Connor was playing in the AAU nation-
als in Florida, he comes down and stays for 
a week and watches. You could feel it was 
more than brotherly support. It was ‘I’m 
here as the man of our family.’ ”

For all the accolades and records for 
Heyward, he is still in search of the ultimate 
prize. 

“Super Bowl,” Heyward said. “That’s the 
main thing I play for. That’s the one thing 
I’m looking forward to. The only way you get 
a Super Bowl is if you have the playoff wins. 
When you look at my career, I want to make 
noise in the playoffs.”

The Steelers haven’t won a playoff game 
since 2016 – and he was on injured reserve 
at the time.

“Cam is a simple guy,” Adams said.  “I 
think that’s his ultimate motivation. It wasn’t 
about the money. Cam just wants to get a 
Super Bowl, and he’s going to give us every-
thing he can to get us there.”

It has been mentioned to Heyward the 
possibility of someday being elected to the 
Pro Football Hall of Fame in Canton, Ohio.

“I think so,” he said when asked if he’ll 
merit serious consideration for the Hall of 
Fame. “But it’s not like you get to the Hall of 
Fame when you’re still playing. The focus is 
on trying to win a Super Bowl.”
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CANTON CALLING? — Former Buck-
eye Cameron Heyward might some-
day find himself being honored with 
induction into the Pro Football Hall 
of Fame, but getting the Pittsburgh 
Steelers back to the Super Bowl is 
his priority.

By CRAIG MERZ
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Staff Writer
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Ohio State has been very successful 
so far with its recruitment of defensive 
linemen during the 2025 cycle, landing 
commitments from six prospects, includ-
ing Philadelphia Imhotep Institute four-
star defensive end Zahir Mathis (6-6, 
225). Mathis has been committed to the 
Buckeyes since January, but that has not 
stopped him from taking visits to other 
schools. That includes Big Ten rival Penn 
State, who has long been interested in the 
edge rusher. 

Mathis was on Ohio State’s campus for 
the Buckeyes’ 21-17 win against Nebras-
ka and told 247Sports that he enjoyed 
his time in Columbus, but he wasn’t sure 
whether he would schedule more visits to 
other schools after the trip.

“I am actually not sure,” he said. “Cur-
rently there is nothing, but I am not sure.”

The Nittany Lions have pushed hard 
for Mathis, including during the summer 
when he made several visits to State Col-
lege and head coach James Franklin went 
to Mathis’ high school to watch him play 
early in October.

But on the visit with the Buckeyes, 
Mathis said he enjoyed getting to hang 
out with the players most, being hosted by 
freshman defensive end Eddrick Houston, 
who was also a flip candidate up to the 
time he signed on the dotted line during 
the early signing period, ultimately com-
mitting to defensive line coach Larry John-
son.

“The love from the players, that kind of 
stood out to me the most,” Mathis said. “I 
got a lot of love from the players and the 
bond was already getting built.

“(Houston and I) hung out,” he added. 
“We went out a little bit and we had a good 
time. They were showing me around the 
area. It was pretty dope spending time 
with those guys.” 

Mathis did say that he got to meet with 
Johnson, which sounds as if it was produc-
tive in terms of keeping the relationship 
the two have built to this point, but didn’t 
get to spend as much time with head coach 
Ryan Day, who was presumably busy with 
his preparation for the Cornhuskers.

“We did have our meeting and it went 
real well,” Mathis said of Johnson. “He 
gave me a couple of tips and keys on my 
assignments and my alignment with get-
ting off the ball. That went good. It was 
some tips on how I can use my speed, my 
power, use my length on the field – just be 
more physical.

“I didn’t get that much time with 
Coach  Day, but when I did get to spend 
time with him, it was all love. It was love. 
He had a conversation with me and my 
family and it was good. The conversation 
went really well.”

Hiller Calls Visit 
To OSU ‘Great’

During the nailbiter that was Ohio 
State’s four-point win against Nebraska 
on Oct. 26, the Buckeyes hosted many 
recruits on visits, ranging from players in 
the soon-to-sign 2025 class all the way to a 
2029 quarterback prospect in Westerville 
(Ohio) North Winnie Garnett IV (6-3, 200).

One of the prospects on campus was 
Coatesville (Pa.) Area five-star offensive 
tackle Maxwell Hiller, a 2027 prospect, 
who said in a conversation with 247Sports 
that he and his father enjoyed their time 
on campus.

“It was great,” Hiller said. “It was my 
first time ever at Ohio State. I went with 
my father and he loved it. I definitely liked 
the atmosphere. The fans were great. It 
was a fun game to watch.

“I thought they would win by a lot, but 
that happens. A win is a win. I talked to 
Coach ( Justin) Frye and Coach (Mike) Sol-
lenne. I talked to some players after the 
game. They were great. Everyone was re-
ally nice.”

Hiller stayed in Columbus until Oct. 27 
where he met with both Day and Frye that 
day, and said that the Buckeyes are “up 
there” when it comes to his recruitment. 

It has been a struggle to land some of 

the top offensive line prospects for the 
Buckeyes in the past few years outside of 
Toledo Whitmer four-star offensive tackle 
Carter Lowe (6-5, 290), who is considered 
the No. 55 player in the country. But other 
than with Lowe, OSU and Frye have re-
peatedly missed on top prospects dating 
back to the commitment of now-senior 
Donovan Jackson in the 2021 class, re-
cruited at the time by former offensive line 
coach Greg Studrawa.

With that drought likely in the back of 
their minds, Frye and the Buckeyes have 
been very active with the 2026 offensive 
line class, especially since the in-state tal-
ent is better than it has been in years past. 
Ohio boasts such players as Avon Lake 
four-star offensive tackle Maxwell Riley 
(6-5, 280) and Akron Hoban four-star of-
fensive tackle Sam Greer (6-7, 310).

But for Hiller, the Buckeyes will have to 
compete against at least 12 other schools 
that have offered him already, includ-

ing Alabama, Maryland, Michigan, Penn 
State, Pittsburgh, and Oklahoma. Being 
such a highly-regarded prospect – the No. 
29 player in the class, the No. 4 offensive 
tackle and the No. 1 player in the state of 
Pennsylvania – there will likely be many 
more offers to come.

Hiller has already taken many visits to 
Penn State, including three over the past 
summer and one for the Nittany Lions’ 34-
27 win against Bowling Green on Sept. 
7, making the in-state school the likely fa-
vorite to land his services in the coming 
years. But the Buckeyes will still try to put 
up a fight.

2026 QB Curtis To 
Visit For Indiana Game

Most of the top-ranked quarterbacks 
in the 2026 class have already commit-
ted to a school, and Ohio State has yet 

Mathis ‘Not Sure’ If He Will Schedule More Visits
OSU Football 2025 Commitments

Players in the class of 2025 who have issued a verbal commitment to play football at Ohio State.

Player Pos. Ht. Wt. Stars High School
Tarvos Alford LB 6-2 210 «««« Vero Beach, Fla.
Phillip Bell WR 6-2 195 «««« Mission Viejo, Calif.
Jarquez Carter DL 6-2 284 «««« Newberry, Fla.
Jake Cook OL 6-5 295 ««« Westerville (Ohio) North
Faheem Delane SF 6-3 195 «««« Olney (Md.) Our Lady of Good Counsel
Zion Grady DE 6-4 235 «««« Enterprise, Ala.,
Cody Haddad SF 6-1 175 «««« Cleveland St. Ignatius
Bo Jackson RB 6-0 205 «««« Cleveland Villa Angela-St. Joseph
De’zie Jones WR 6-0 180 «««« Wayne (N.J.) DePaul Catholic
Eli Lee LB 6-3 230 ««« Akron Hoban
Brody Lennon TE 6-4 220 «««« Gates Mills (Ohio) Gilmour Academy
Carter Lowe OT 6-5 290 «««« Toledo Whitmer
Zahir Mathis DL 6-6 225 «««« Philadelphia Imhotep Institute
Jayvon McFadden IOL 6-5 300 «««« Upper Marlboro (Md.) Riverdale Baptist
London Merritt DL 6-3 250 «««« Bradenton (Fla.) IMG Academy
Bodpegn Miller WR 6-4 180 «««« Ontario, Ohio
Trajen Odom DL 6-4 285 «««« Matthews, N.C.
Na’eem Offord CB 6-1 185 ««««« Birmingham (Ala.) Parker
Riley Pettijohn LB 6-2 215 «««« McKinney, Texas
Quincy Porter WR 6-3 190 «««« Oradell (N.J.) Bergen Catholic
Nate Roberts TE 6-4 235 «««« Washington, Okla.,
Maxwell Roy DL 6-3 250 «««« Philadelphia St. Joseph’s Prep
Devin Sanchez CB 6-2 170 ««««« Houston North Shore
Tavien St. Clair QB 6-4 225 ««««« Bellefontaine, Ohio
DeShawn Stewart SF 6-2 185 «««« Wayne (N.J.) DePaul Catholic
Isaiah West RB 5-11 208 ««« Philadelphia St. Joseph’s Prep

RECRUITINGRECRUITING
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ASK AN ANALYST
with Garrick Hodge of Eleven Warriors

New Orleans Edna Karr five-star defensive lineman 
Jahkeem Stewart (6-6, 270) was in Columbus for the 
game against Nebraska and still plans to get back when 
Michigan comes to visit on Nov. 30. What do you think are 
Ohio State’s chances at landing him and which program 
would they have to beat out?

“I’m not overly optimistic. I don’t doubt Stewart has a 
strong interest in Ohio State. He wouldn’t be making these 
visits if he didn’t. And obviously, the interest is reciprocated 
from OSU considering there’s unlimited potential with Stew-
art considering his talent and frame. But this is modern foot-
ball recruiting, and if it comes down to the bottom line, I don’t 
know that OSU will be the high bidder compared to Oregon or 
his home-state LSU Tigers. If it plays out that way, I wouldn’t 
necessarily blame them either considering Stewart has played 
around eight high school football games and has now essen-
tially missed 1½ seasons after his reclassification. He could be 
a star one day, but he also is going to need a lot of develop-
ment. The same holds true for most 18-year-olds at this level, 
but most schools probably want a guy as high-profile as he is 

to start right away or at least play meaningful snaps, so it’s a 
tough ask.”

The Buckeyes have been going after Montgomery 
(Ala.) Carver four-star running back Anthony Rogers for 
a while now. Do you think they have a real chance at flip-
ping the Alabama commit?

“Yes, I think so. He and Carlos Locklyn have developed a 
very strong relationship, and I think that could be beneficial 
for Ohio State here. A lot will depend on how Rogers’ official 
visit goes, which is still supposed to be sometime this fall. Ohio 
State will have plenty of competition for Rogers, and not just 
Alabama, but there’s definitely a chance they can win this re-
cruitment.”

Duluth, Ga., four-star offensive tackle Damola Ajida-
hun was also on campus for the game against Nebraska 
and saw a poor offensive-line performance from OSU. 
Does that affect his recruitment and his idea of Ohio 
State at all?

“I guess it could go either way depending on how he views 
it. On one hand, maybe he’ll be concerned the performance 

wasn’t up to par. On the other hand, he could also look at it as a 
situation where he could come in and play right away if he has 
a quick acclimation period. Ohio State will continue to pursue 
him, along with Georgia Tech, Georgia and South Carolina. I 
expect he makes his final decision sometime in December.”

There has been some rumored friction between Jim 
Knowles and Larry Johnson about how to handle the de-
fensive line. Do you think something like that being pub-
lic has any effect on defensive line recruitment?

“Not as it pertains to traditional defensive tackles and 
defensive ends, I don’t think so, no, or at least I haven’t heard 
anything like that be a major concern with those recruits. 
But with guys that are sort of that stand-up edge or what 
would be the Jack in Jim Knowles’ scheme – think Cincin-
nati Winton Woods four-star defensive end Justin Hill (6-3, 
220) – yeah, there’s a big glaring red flag with OSU for those 
types of players. Though I would say that primarily stems 
from OSU not showing much of that position within the last 
two years rather than any perceived friction between John-
son and Knowles.”
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to earn a pledge. But on Oct. 17, things 
opened back up for the Buckeyes when 
Nashville Christian School five-star quar-
terback Jared Curtis (6-4, 225) decom-
mitted from Georgia to further explore 
his options.

Ohio State seems to be one of those 
options for the No. 4 player and No. 1 
quarterback in the country. He has offi-
cially planned a visit to Columbus for the 
Buckeyes’ Nov. 23 game against Indiana, 
according to On3’s Steve Wiltfong.

“Talking to Coach Chip  Kelly and 
Coach Ryan Day and going on a visit there 
a couple of times, that builds my relation-
ship with them and I’m excited to get back 
up there,” Curtis told On3 of his relation-
ship with the Buckeyes.

As Curtis said, it won’t be his first time 
visiting the campus, but he is also looking 
elsewhere around the country. He visited 
Auburn for its loss to Vanderbilt on Nov. 
2, and is also set to visit Oregon on Nov. 9, 
Georgia on Nov. 16 and Alabama on Nov. 
30.

Many recruiting experts consider the 
Ducks to be the favorite to land Curtis, but 
the Buckeyes could have a chance due to 
their relationship with the five-star pros-
pect and the fact that Day and Kelly have 

done fairly well developing quarterbacks.
So far in his junior season, Curtis has 

thrown for 2,263 yards, 29 touchdowns 
and three interceptions while completing 
70.6 percent of his passes, also running 
for 444 yards and 12 more scores on the 
ground.

U-M Ready To Spend
Big For Top 2025 QB

Michigan had seemed to have its 2025 
quarterback locked up this cycle, with Fort 
Myers (Fla.) Bishop Verot four-star Carter 
Smith (6-3, 185) committed to the Wolver-
ines since November 2023, but there have 
been recent reports they are now looking 
to upgrade shortly before the early sign-
ing period, and could be spending big to 
do so.

According to On3’s Pete Nakos, Mich-
igan is going after Belleville, Mich., five-
star quarterback Bryce Underwood (6-4, 
205) and has reportedly approached him 
with a sizable NIL package that is worth 
north of $5 million, which is similar to the 
amount offered by LSU, the team to which 
he is currently committed.

Underwood pledged his services to 
the Tigers in January, and now will have 
a large amount of money to consider from 
his in-state school, one which has had 
major issues at the quarterback position 

this season. The Wolverines have already 
benched two different players in Alex Orji 
and Davis Warren for the now medical-
ly-retired Jack Tuttle.

While the news of Michigan pursuing 
Underwood was going around, Smith an-
nounced his decommitment from LSU on 
X (formerly Twitter), which has now made 
the Wolverines’ pursuit of the five-star 
prospect even more important for the fu-
ture of the signal-caller position.

If Underwood does decide to remain 
in-state, it would be an important flip 
for the Wolverines. He is the top-rated 
2025 prospect in the nation, according to 
247Sports.

Barstool Sports owner and avid Wol-
verines fan Dave Portnoy said in Sep-
tember that he would be willing to spend 
up to $3 million in NIL to get Michigan a 
quarterback, and that could be a big part 
of the package that has been offered to Un-
derwood.

“Michigan, I will be your quarterback 
guy,” Portnoy said. “I’ll talk to (head 
coach) Sherrone (Moore), ‘Who do you 
guys want? Who’s in there? Give me a 
group. I’ll go get him. I will sign them. A 
million, two million, whatever it is.

“I’m going to get us a top-10 quarter-
back in the portal coming out every year. A 
top-10 quarterback.”

2026 WR Dixon-Wyatt 
Has OSU In Top 10

Another highly-rated pass-catcher is 
considering the Buckeyes.

Santa Ana (Calif.) Mater Dei four-star 
wide receiver Kayden Dixon-Wyatt (6-2, 
180) put OSU in his top 10 schools on Oct. 
30, a list that includes Alabama, Georgia, 
Miami (Fla.), Oregon, Penn State, Tennes-
see, Texas, Texas A&M, and UCLA.

The 2026 prospect attends the same 
school as current Ohio State commitment 
and five-star wideout Chris Henry Jr. (6-5, 
205), who is considered the top player in 
the country but is out for the remainder of 
his high school season with a leg injury. 
Both Henry and Dixon-Wyatt visited Ohio 
State earlier this fall for the season open-
er against Akron.

Dixon-Wyatt is considered the No. 139 
player in the nation, the No. 24 wide re-
ceiver and the No. 17 player in the state of 
California. So far in his junior season, he 
has caught 32 passes for 459 yards and 
three touchdowns but has recently gained 
a more important role in the offense since 
Henry went down with his injury.

OHSAA Playoffs Begin 
For Commits, Targets

The Ohio High School Athletic Associ-
ation football playoffs began Nov. 1, with 

Five-Star 2026 QB Plans Visit To Ohio State
Continued From Page 25

A Look Back At Recruiting From The Pages Of BSB

35 Years Ago — 1989
Standing 6-4, weighing 221 pounds, and having state champi-

onship speed, Jon Roberts clearly had the potential to be a side-
line-to-sideline playing linebacker for an NCAA Division I football 
team.

But also quickly evident to a new acquaintance was the new 
Yellow Springs (Ohio) High School senior’s potential to become an 
outstanding student.

You would expect him to get an “A” in citizenship if that attri-
bute was graded at the college level.

You just shouldn’t have looked for him to take any electives in 
Shakespeare.

Asked if it bothered him to be let out of class to be interviewed, 
the amiable Roberts answered, “No, especially when we are learn-
ing ‘Hamlet.’ ”

30 Years Ago — 1994 
Beating Purdue in front of the 12th-largest crowd in Ohio Sta-

dium history, coupled with a festive Homecoming atmosphere, 
probably would go a long way in the Buckeyes’ recruiting efforts 
in the winter.

As usual, close to a dozen Ohio high school seniors were on 
hand for the home game, many of them considered among the 
best players in the state. They saw a packed Ohio Stadium crowd 
cheer the squad on and off the field, then watched the Ohio State 
marching band pen Script Ohio before returning to the southwest 
tower for a few words from head coach John Cooper.

Among the Ohio prospects who made official visits for the 
game were linebackers Matthew LaVrar of Maumee and Rich 
Abramowski of Solon. Abramowski came to his second Ohio State 
home game of the season, but LaVrar made his first trip to the 
Horseshoe since childhood. Both were considered major college 
prospects by The Ohio Football Recruiting News.

25 Years Ago — 1999
Ohio State had already had nine players in for official visits, 

and the Buckeyes seemed to be in very good shape with at least 
one of those players.

Toronto (Ont.) Central Tech defensive end Nautyn McK-
ay-Loescher (6-4, 245) was considered Canada’s top football pros-
pect. He visited OSU for the Wisconsin game.

He said OSU and Miami (Fla.) were his top two.
McKay-Loescher also said he planned to visit Boston College 

on Nov. 12 and Michigan on Dec. 3. He had planned to see Illinois 
on Dec. 10 but said he would likely visit Penn State or Notre Dame 
that weekend instead.

“I thought they would do better in the Big Ten,” he said of the 

Illini. “I am basing most of my decision off tradition. Michigan, Ohio 
State, Miami and Boston College all have great tradition.”

20 Years Ago — 2004
Coming off a three-game losing streak and facing a lowly In-

diana team, it probably would have been understandable if many 
of the top prospects who generally crowd the Ohio Stadium side-
lines remained at home for Ohio State’s homecoming festivities 
on Oct. 23.

Despite the Buckeyes’ recent struggles and the uninspiring 
opponent, several prospects still made the trip to the Horseshoe, 
including a couple of the team’s top targets from out of state.

Topping that list was Chino, Calif., safety Shawn Oatis, who 
was in Columbus along with his parents for his official visit. The 
6-2, 205-pounder had recently moved up to No. 6 among safeties 
nationally according to Rivals.com and was considered the No. 22 
prospect overall in the state of California.

“It was great,” Oatis told BSB upon his return to Southern Cal-
ifornia. “I had a very good time.”

15 Years Ago — 2009
According to his high school head coach Ron Cohen, the initial 

plan for the weekend for Philadelphia George Washington five-
star defensive tackle Sharrif Floyd (6-3, 310) was to take an official 
visit to South Carolina. But the trip was scrapped in favor of a trip 
to Columbus because Floyd had already visited the Gamecocks a 
few times that year.

The Buckeyes had been involved with Floyd for some time, Co-
hen said, but their interest in him had picked up in recent weeks. 
Ohio State was in Floyd’s top five, and he held offers from some 60 
schools, including OSU, Florida, South Carolina, North Carolina, 
Penn State, USC and Michigan.

Before his star player embarked on his trip to Columbus, Co-
hen listed what Floyd was looking for in a school.

“First, the feel of a family,” the coach told BSB. “That’s import-
ant to him because we preach that here at Washington. He’s used 
to that. Certainly the classrooms. Education is the most important 
thing.

“Then when it comes down to football, the coaching and the 
defensive line coach are very important – what type of technique 
do they teach and where do they look at him playing?”

10 Years Ago — 2014
Ohio State was still all in on top defensive tackle prospects 

such as Canadian four-star Neville Gilmore (6-3, 311), but there 
might have been a backup plan if the Buckeyes were not able to 
reel in the No. 10 DT and No. 87 overall prospect.

Pickerington (Ohio) Central three-star defensive tackle DaVon 
Hamilton (6-4, 285), a Pittsburgh commit, could have been in play 
for the Buckeyes.

“My coach said Ohio State was in the school and also calling 
him, and they’ve been asking about me,” Hamilton said. “Coach 
(Luke) Fickell is recruiting me for Ohio State. If they wanted me 
to visit, I would definitely do that, and Ohio State would get some 
serious consideration from me.

“They have all my film, and they have my transcript, so I’m just 
sitting back and waiting to see what might happen from here.”

Five Years Ago — 2019
Steilacoom, Wash., five-star athlete Emeka Egbuka (6-1, 190) 

trimmed his list of nearly three dozen scholarship offers to 10 
schools, listing Ohio State along with Alabama, Clemson, LSU, 
Notre Dame, Oklahoma, Oregon, Stanford, USC and Washington.

Egbuka was considered the top-rated athlete and No. 10 pros-
pect overall in the class of 2021. And while some schools were 
recruiting him as a defensive back, most coaches – including Ryan 
Day and wide receivers coach Brian Hartline – saw his 4.42-sec-
ond 40-yard dash and 35.1-inch vertical leap as potential assets on 
the offensive side of the ball.

Egbuka, who was a close friend of 2020 four-star wide receiver 
commit Gee Scott Jr., planned to take all five of his official visits 
in the spring and summer before he made a final decision on his 
future. Most prognosticators believed it to be a two-team battle 
between the Buckeyes and the Huskies, with the Cardinal and the 
Fighting Irish also hoping to make an outside push for Egbuka, 
who held a 4.0 grade point average.

One Year Ago — 2023
Ohio State added a commitment on Oct. 25 from Akron Hoban 

three-star linebacker Eli Lee (6-3, 215). He became the first line-
backer in the team’s 2025 recruiting class.

Lee’s commitment came fresh off a visit for the Buckeyes’ 20-
12 win over Penn State, his first since being offered by Ohio State 
on Oct. 4 and one of several visits he had taken to the school over 
the past year.

“I picked Ohio State because I’ve felt since the beginning 
they’ve just been the best fit for me,” Lee told 247Sports. “I’ve been 
very impressed with their program, staff and players.”

He was the No. 438 overall prospect and No. 44 linebacker in 
the class, and he held additional offers from Akron, Central Mich-
igan, Iowa State, Massachusetts, Toledo and West Virginia. He 
lined up primarily as an inside linebacker for Hoban, with middle 
linebacker as a potential landing spot once he was set to arrive 
on campus.
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448 teams – seven divisions split into four 
regions each with 16 teams per region – 
competing for the state football champion-
ship in their respective divisions. 

Buckeye Sports Bulletin is tracking 
Ohio State’s commitments and targets 
through their playoff journeys, whether 
they end in the first weekend or with a 
state championship. Here are the results 
from games played on Nov. 1.

Division I, Region 1 – No. 15 Cleve-
land John Marshall (2-8) at No. 2 Tole-
do Whitmer (8-2): Offensive tackle Lowe, 
a 2025 commitment for Ohio State, and 
Whitmer rolled to an easy win over John 
Marshall 49-0. The Panthers will now host 
Lakewood St. Edward on Nov. 8 at 7 p.m.

Division I, Region 1 – No. 16 Cleve-
land St. Ignatius (1-9) at No. 1 Mentor 
(10-0): A Buckeye commit in 2025 four-
star safety Cody Haddad (6-1, 175) and 
Buckeye target 2026 four-star interior 
offensive lineman Will Conroy (6-3, 275), 
who holds an offer from OSU and visited 
recently, saw their season come to an end 
in a 31-7 loss against the No. 1 seed in the 
region.

Division I, Region 1 – No. 9 Cleveland 
Heights (6-4) at No. 8 Strongsville (6-4): 
2026 prospect, four-star linebacker Storm 
Miller (6-3, 220) helped Strongsville to a 
31-14 win over Cleveland Heights. The 
win was the first playoff victory for the 
Mustangs since 2008, advancing to take 
on the Mentor team that beat Haddad’s 
and Conroy’s squad in the first round.

Division I, Region 2 – No. 9 Middle-
town (5-5) at No. 8 Huber Heights Wayne 
(5-5): Ohio State offer and the No. 6 play-
er in the 2027 class five-star wide receiver 
Jamier Brown (5-11, 160) and the Wayne 
Warriors were able to leave the game 
against Middletown with a 26-20 win. 
Their next game will be a tougher one 
when they go to visit the No. 1 seed in the 
region, Kettering Fairmont.

Division I, Region 3 – No. 10 Wester-
ville North (6-4) at No. 7 Pickerington 
North (8-2): Another 2025 Buckeye of-
fensive lineman commit played in the first 
round, but three-star Jake Cook (6-5, 295) 
and Westerville North weren’t able to ex-
tend their season one more week, losing 
to No. 7 Pickerington North, 45-23, which 
will move on to play its cross-town rival 
Pickerington Central, the No. 2 seed.

Division I, Region 3 – No. 15 Watkins 
Memorial (3-7) at No. 2 Pickerington 
Central (8-2): Pickerington Central beat 
a 2026 Buckeye target in wide receiver 
Jaeden Ricketts (6-0, 187), with him and 
Watkins seeing their season come to an 
end after a 69-13 blowout loss.

Division I, Region 4 – No. 11 Milford 
(4-6) at No. 6 Cincinnati St. Xavier (7-3): 
It was an easy road to a win for four-star 
linebacker Jakobe Clapper (6-2, 196), who 
helped Cincinnati St. Xavier to a 41-0 win 
over the No. 11 Milford Eagles. Clapper 
and the Bombers now move on to play 
against Cincinnati Winton Woods, the No. 
3 seed in the region.

Division II, Region 5 – No. 15 Akron 
Firestone (5-5) at No. 2 Akron Hoban (8-

2): Akron Archbishop Hoban started its 
playoff run with an easy win over Akron 
Firestone 45-6. 2025 commit three-star 
linebacker Eli Lee (6-3, 230), and 2026 
Ohio State targets five-star cornerback El-
bert Hill (5-10, 170) and Greer all will get 
to play at least one more week of football 
when they match up against No. 7 Union-
town Lake on Nov. 8.

Division II, Region 6 – No. 16 North 
Olmsted (6-5) at No. 1 Avon (10-0): The 
No. 185 player in the 2026 class, four-star 
athlete Jakob Weatherspoon (5-11, 172) 
and Avon move on with a 47-12 win over 
North Olmsted in the first round. The Ea-
gles move on to play No. 8 Olmsted Falls.

Division II, Region 6 – No. 10 Toledo 
St. Francis de Sales (7-3) at No. 7 Avon 
Lake (6-4): Riley and Avon Lake were on 
the wrong side of a 34-31 upset against 
No. 10 Toledo St. Francis de Sales on Nov. 
1, seeing their season come to an end ear-
lier than they had hoped.

Division III, Region 9 – No. 9 Cleve-
land Villa Angela-St. Joseph (7-2) at 
No. 8  Gates Milles Hawken (8-2): Even 
though four-star running back and Ohio 
State commit Bo Jackson (6-0, 205) isn’t 
able to play the rest of the season due to 
an injury he suffered early on, his 2027 
teammate tight end D’Angelo White (6-5, 
235) and the Vikings were still able to take 
down Hawken 52-21.

Division III, Region 9 – No. 15 Akron 
East (7-4) at No. 2 Gates Mills Gilmour 
Academy (10-1): One of two Buckeye tight 
end commits in the 2025 class, four-star 
Brody Lennon (6-4, 220) led his team to 
a 45-12 win over Akron East. They will 
move on to face No. 10 Maple Heights, 
which took down No. 7 Chagrin Falls Ken-
ston in the first round by a score of 16-7.

Division III, Region 10 – No. 16 Rocky 
River Lutheran West (2-8) at No. 1 Tole-

do Central Catholic (9-1): Four-star cor-
nerback Victor Singleton (6-0, 160) and 
the No. 1 Central Catholic Fighting Irish 
cruised to a 49-14 win over Rocky River. 
They move on to play No. 9 Richfield Re-
vere in the second round of the playoffs.

Division III, Region 12 – No. 9 Wash-
ington Courthouse Miami Trace (7-3) at 
No. 8 St. Mary’s Memorial (8-2): Four-star 
offensive tackle Adam Guthrie (6-7, 285) 
will have to wait until next season to play 
any more football with Miami Trace, los-
ing in the first round 28-24 to St. Mary’s.

Division III, Region 12 – No. 12 Day-
ton Chaminade Julienne (5-5) at No. 
5 Bellefontaine (9-2): The season also 
came to an early finish for the Buckeyes’ 
future quarterback, five-star Tavien St. 
Clair (6-4, 225), suffering a big upset to 
No. 12 Chaminade Julienne of Dayton by 
a score of 44-28.

“I don’t like having this feeling at all so 
for me I always tell myself I never want to 
feel this pain again,” St. Clair told cleve-
land.com. “I think that’s just going to drive 
me and motivate me this offseason while 
I’m (in Bellefontaine) finishing up and 
when I get to Ohio State. I’m just going 
to work and be the best version of myself 
I can be.”

Division IV, Region 13 – No. 12 No-
tre Dame-Cathedral Latin (5-6) at No. 
5 Cleveland Glenville (7-3): Four-star 
linebacker Cincere Johnson (6-3, 225), a 
2026 target for the Buckeyes, helped his 
Glenville team to a 47-20 win in the first 
round. The Tarblooders now move on to 
play against No.4 Beloit West Branch.

Division IV, Region 14 – No. 14 Bell-
ville Clear Fork (4-6) at No. 3 Ontario (9-
1): Four-star wide receiver Bodpegn Mill-

er (6-4, 180) and Ontario moved on to the 
next round of the postseason with a 24-2 
win. The Warriors now match up against 
the No. 6 Clyde Fliers.

Other Notes
And Tidbits

• Another prospect has set Nov. 30 as 
his visit date when the Buckeyes match 
up against Michigan. Flowood (Miss.) 
Hartfield Academy five-star safety Bralan 
Womack (5-11, 185) will be in Columbus, 
along with a long list of other recruits who 
have already made clear their intentions 
to take in The Game in person. Womack 
was on campus during the summer for a 
recruiting camp, where he got his schol-
arship offer from OSU. He is ranked the 
No. 19 player in the country and the No. 2 
safety in his class.

• Just one day after announcing a top 
five on Oct. 26 that included Ohio State 
along with Auburn, Miami (Fla.), Penn 
State and Tennessee, Charlotte (N.C) 
Myers Park four-star cornerback Camdin 
Portis (6-0, 165) committed to the Hur-
ricanes. Portis, the No. 291 player in the 
country, earned an OSU offer this summer 
at a recruiting camp, but his commitment 
to Miami (Fla.) is not surprising because 
his father, nine-year NFL running back 
Clinton Portis, also played for the Hurri-
canes from 1999-2001, helping the team 
to a national championship in 2001. 

For the latest in Ohio State football 
recruiting news, be sure to visit Buckeye-
Sports.com, available for free to all Buck-
eye Sports Bulletin subscribers.

OSU Football 2026 Commitment
Player(s) in the class of 2026 who have issued a verbal commitment to play football at Ohio State.

Player Pos. Ht. Wt. Stars High School
Chris Henry Jr. WR 6-5 205 ««««« Santa Ana (Calif.) Mater Dei
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RULES AND RATES: 20 cents per word, 
10 cents for more than one insertion. Minimum 
order of $5. No agency discounts. Make checks 
payable to Buckeye Sports Bulletin. We accept 
Visa, MasterCard, Discover and American 
Express.

All ads are uniformly set with the first two 
words set in boldface capital letters at no charge. 
However, no other words may be set in boldface. 
Anyone planning a larger or more distinct ad 
may receive our ad rate card upon request. 

We reserve the right to request additional 
information or merchandise be submitted from 
advertiser prior to acceptance of an ad, and we 
reserve the right to refuse advertisements consid-
ered objectionable. 

Deadline is one week prior to publication 
date. Call (614) 486-2202 or write P.O. Box 
12453, Columbus, Ohio, 43212 for info.

WANTED TO buy: OSU football mem-
orabilia, programs, ticket stubs, pennants, 
championship rings, gold pants, helmets, auto-
graphs, game-used equipment, small or large 
collections. Call Chris at (419) 957-6789.

BUCKEYE GAMEDAY Memories: A 
new book of short stories about humorous 
gameday experiences in the 1960s through 
the 2010s by Tim Sullivan. Available on 
Amazon.com.

FOR SALE: OSU football programs 
including bowl games, national playoff and 
championship games. OSU basktball pro-

grams, NFL programs, golf, Olympics, NBA, 
other print sports memorabilia. Call John at 
(330) 507-7339.

TIM POND,  member of both the Bishop 
Watterson High School and the Otterbein 
University Basketball Halls of Fame, recently 
offered his publication entitlted “Coaching 
Youth Basketball: Coaching the Coaches” for 
sale on Amazon.com. Access to this instruc-
tional manual was previously limited to attend-
ees of his basketball clinics and camps only.

FOR SALE — OSU-MICHIGAN Game, 
1975 - original RADIO broadcast on CD!   
Woody’s last great team & Archie’s last UM 
game as Bucks go 11-0!   Three-disk set runs 
3½ hours!   Listen in your car!  $25 + $3 S & H.  
Call 1-630-527-8890!

WANTED TO buy: OSU football mem-
orabilia and equipment, programs, pennants, 
glasses, books, jerseys, helmets, ticket stubs. 
One item or a hundred. Will travel. Call 
George at (614) 506-1081.

WANTED TO buy: OSU basketball tick-
ets/stubs from the 1960s, ’70s, ’80s, ’90s & 
2000s. Call Mike at (704) 995-0414.

BSB PUBLISHER Frank Moskowitz 
and other members of the BSB staff are 
available to speak at your business, social or 
alumni group meetings. Informative and fun. 
Call (614) 486-2202 for details.

Buckeye Sports BulletinBoard
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A magical season for Indiana football 
continues to roll on, with the Hoosiers 
picking up their ninth consecutive win to 
begin the year after a 47-10 victory at Mich-
igan State on Nov. 2.

With the win, Indiana is now 9-0 (and 
6-0 in the Big Ten), the first 9-0 start in 
program history, and one more win would 
be the most in a single season. 
The Hoosiers started 8-0 in 
1967 before dropping two of 
their last three (including the 
program’s lone trip to the Rose 
Bowl) and started 1-0-1 in 1945 
before finishing 9-0-1.

Indiana – led by quarterback 
Kurtis Rourke, who returned af-
ter missing the team’s previous 
win over Washington – trailed 
for the first time this season, 
down 10-0 early against the Spartans be-
fore rattling off 47 unanswered points. 
With games remaining against Michigan 
(Nov. 9), at Ohio State (Nov. 23) and home 
against Purdue (Nov. 30), the Hoosiers are 
in position for their best season in program 

history under first-year head coach Curt 
Cignetti.

“I knew at some point we’d be behind, 
and I knew we’d be fine,” Cignetti said after 
the game. “Now we’ve been behind, and we 
responded.” 

Hired away from James Madison this 
offseason, Cignetti – who had a career 52-9 
record with the Dukes from 2019-23 – has 
transformed the roster through the trans-
fer portal, adding talent such as Rourke 
that has helped the Hoosiers compete in 
the expanded Big Ten.

“I think they’re buying into the main 
thing, how we approach the main thing, 
what’s important to us and how we want 
to play,” Cignetti said of his roster. “They’re 

older. They’ve got good character. 
There’s good leadership on this 
team. They’re hungry for success. 
A lot of these guys came from 
(Group of Five) level. Even nose 
guard (CJ West) came from Kent 
(State). We’ve got some guys that 
came from Wake Forest, Texas 
Tech, Wisconsin.

“We’ve got a good leader at 
quarterback. We’ve got a lot of 
guys that can be good leaders. 

We’re balanced on offense. We spread the 
ball around, got a lot of guys that can make 
plays. And defensively, we create havoc up 
front. We swarm the ball. They’ve got a lit-
tle edge about them. The whole team has 
got a little edge. They’re relentless. They 

continue to play very consistently, never 
perfect, and they’re never satisfied.”

With winnable games against Michigan 
and Purdue along with the tough contest 
at Ohio State, the Hoosiers – even if they 
drop a game at some point – are likely in 
the conversation for the 12-team College 
Football Playoff as an at-large bid. Ac-
cording to The Athletic’s Austin Mock, he 
gives Indiana an 87.0 percent chance of 
being included in the field following games 
played on Nov. 2, with those odds trailing 
only Penn State (88.0), Notre Dame (90.0), 
Georgia (92.0), Miami (96.0), Ohio State 
(99.0) and Oregon (greater than 99.0).

No Repercussions From
Michigan, MSU Fight

The Big Ten has declined to dish out 
punishment following a postgame scuffle 
between Michigan and Michigan State on 
Oct. 29.

After the Wolverines’ 24-17 win over the 
Spartans, players from both teams started 
pushing and shoving after Michigan tight 
end Colston Loveland and MSU defensive 
lineman Anthony Jones went helmet-to-hel-
met, with Loveland even headbutting Jones 
during the confrontation. After players 
from both sidelines got involved, Michigan 
running back Kalel Mullings appeared to 
stomp his foot onto someone or something, 
though video made it difficult to see where 
his foot landed.

Following the skirmish – not the first in 
recent years between Michigan and Michi-
gan State at Michigan Stadium – Spartan 
athletic director Doug Hallar called for the 
conference to look into the fight and deter-
mine if there was any wrongdoing.

“This is a sportsmanship policy situa-
tion, and the conference will look at it,” he 
said. “It’s my wish that the same standard 
everyone’s held to, (Michigan) be held to 
the same standard.”

Following review by the conference, the 
Big Ten determined that no further action 
would be taken against either team for 
their role in the scuffle.

“The Big Ten Conference thoroughly re-
viewed video of the incident that occurred 
at the conclusion of Saturday’s Michi-
gan-Michigan State football game,” the 
statement read. “Amidst the confrontation 
student-athletes from both teams were on 
the ground and surrounded by so many in-
dividuals that both players were completely 
obscured from view. 

“The video review was inconclusive 
as to whether individual discipline was 
appropriate for anyone in the immediate 
vicinity of the two players who were on the 
ground. While the confrontation was a dis-
appointing conclusion to the contest, the 
Conference appreciates the efforts made 
by staff from both teams, security person-
nel, and game officials to rapidly de-esca-
late the incident, as well as the responses 
by both head coaches. The Big Ten dis-
cussed the situation with both institutions 
and determined that no further action will 
be taken.”

Michigan QB
Tuttle Retiring

Michigan quarterback Jack Tuttle an-
nounced his retirement from football on 

Oct. 28, citing a recent concussion – the 
fifth of his career – and a continued throw-
ing-arm injury.

“Today, I am announcing my retire-
ment from college football,” he said in a 
statement. “This decision, though difficult, 
comes after deep reflection and heartfelt 
conversations with my family, doctors and 
loved ones.

“This past year has been challenging, 
marked by a UCL repair in my throwing 
arm that I didn’t fully recover from, which 
has caused ongoing issues. And unfortu-
nately, the recent experience of enduring 
my fifth concussion has brought forth the 
painful truth: that I need to start prioritiz-
ing my health. Throughout my college ca-
reer, I’ve battled numerous injuries, culmi-
nating in this difficult choice to step away 
from playing the game I love.”

Tuttle, a seventh-year senior who began 
his career at Utah before playing at Indiana 
and Michigan, appeared in two games for 
the Wolverines this season (with one start). 
He completed 60.0 percent of his passes 
(30 of 50) for 306 yards, one touchdown 
and two interceptions.

“College football has given me a bunch 
of memories in my life with amazing peo-
ple, and it has shaped my character,” he 
continued. “I am immeasurably thankful 
for every chance I’ve had to step onto the 
field, and for the unwavering support of 

Hoosiers Off To Best Start In Program History

REDS FANS!
Follow The Reds Year-Round In Reds Report

Reds Report is must reading for every
Reds fan. Each information-filled issue 

includes player features; historical articles; 
extensive minor-league coverage with fea-
tures on top prospects, complete statistics 
and farm club updates; box scores and game 
summaries for every Reds game; complete 
team and individual statistics; a Reds memo-
rabilia section and much more.

Send to: Reds Report • P.O. Box 12453 • Columbus, Ohio 43212

❐ Please send me a one-year (12 issues) subscription to
Reds Report for $44.95.

❐ My check or money order is enclosed. Check #__________
❐ Charge to my: ❐ Discover ❐ MC  ❐ Visa  ❐ AMEX

Exp. Date _______

Card No. ________________________________________________

Name __________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________

City ____________________ State _________  Zip______________
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1-800-760-2862
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 Conf. All
 W L Pct. W L Pct.
Indiana 6 0 1.000 9 0 1.000
Oregon 6 0 1.000 9 0 1.000
Ohio State 4 1 .800 7 1 .875
Penn State 4 1 .800 7 1 .875
Iowa 4 2 .667 6 3 .667
Minnesota 4 2 .667 6 3 .667
Illinois 3 3 .500 6 3 .667
Michigan 3 3 .500 5 4 .556
Washington 3 3 .500 5 4 .556
Wisconsin 3 3 .500 5 4 .556
Nebraska 2 4 .333 5 4 .556
Michigan State 2 4 .333 4 5 .444
Northwestern 2 4 .333 4 5 .444
UCLA 2 4 .333 3 5 .375
USC 2 5 .286 4 5 .444
Maryland 1 4 .200 4 4 .500
Rutgers 1 4 .200 4 4 .500
Purdue 0 5 .000 1 7 .125

Nov. 2 Games
Ohio State 20, Penn State 13
Oregon 38, Michigan 17
Minnesota 25, Illinois 17
Northwestern 26, Purdue 20 (OT)
Indiana 47, Michigan State 10
UCLA 27, Nebraska 20
Washington 26, USC 21
Iowa 42, Wisconsin 10

Nov. 8 Game
Iowa at UCLA, 9 p.m.

Nov. 9 Games
Purdue at Ohio State, Noon
Minnesota at Rutgers, Noon
Michigan at Indiana, 3:30 p.m.
Maryland at Oregon, 7 p.m.
Washington at Penn State, 8 p.m.

All times Eastern

2024 Standings

Kurtis Rourke
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those who have stood by me through tri-
umphs and tribulations.”

Tuttle intends to remain with the team 
for the rest of the season and plans to pur-
sue a role in coaching after this season. 
With the injury to Tuttle and poor play 
from quarterback Alex Orji, the team has 
turned back to Davis Warren under center. 
Through nine games, he has thrown for 
731 yards and just five touchdowns to six 
interceptions.

Coaches Talk Lack Of Big Ten
Success In Men’s Basketball

In a story for the upcoming men’s bas-
ketball season by The Athletic’s Brendan 
Marks and CJ Moore, the writers asked sev-
eral questions to current coaches from all 
five major conferences, including why the 
Big Ten has struggled nationally to make 
an impact, and the coaches had no short-
age of explanations.

The last time the Big Ten won a na-
tional championship in men’s basketball 
was 2000, with Tom Izzo’s Michigan State 
claiming the title. Since then, just eight 
teams that were active members of the Big 
Ten have made it to the national champi-
onship game, with all eight (Indiana, 2002; 
Illinois, 2005; Ohio State, 2007; Michigan 
State, 2009; Michigan, 2013; Wisconsin, 
2015; Michigan, 2018; and Purdue, 2024) 
suffering a loss.

“They’ve had some good teams – they 
were in it this year – but they just haven’t 
been quite good enough,” said one coach, 
who also called the conference overrated.

 “That tournament is hard, because a lot 
of times the best teams don’t end up win-

ning it. I think their style of play is a little 
slow, and I think once you get in the tour-
nament, they’re a little predictable. It’s a 
bump-and-grind league that maybe doesn’t 
translate to the tournament.”

The lack of national and tournament 
success has not been for a lack of trying. 
The Big Ten is among the highest-bid 
leagues in the NCAA Tournament, includ-
ing either the most or second-most bids in 
each of the last five tournaments, and has 
had four No. 1 seeds in the last four tour-
naments.

Of course, the most notable storyline 
for the Big Ten in recent years is that one of 
those top seeds – No. 1 Purdue in 2023 – 
was upset in the first round by No. 16 Fair-
leigh Dickinson, becoming just the second 
No. 1 seed (along with Virginia in 2018) to 
lose in the first round.

“Style of play,” another coach added. 
“Usually the slowest high-major league ev-
ery year. I think their style of play is con-
ducive to getting upset. Fewer possessions. 
Teams run on them. They don’t play a very 
modern style, so teams shoot a lot of threes 
in the tournament, and they’re not used to 
guarding it. I think it’s the most traditional, 
old-school, last to adapt to playing modern 
basketball in the country.”

While some point to the style of play, oth-
ers believe it’s just a matter of time before 
the conference gets back over the hump.

“It was close last year,” another coach 
said. “I mean, Purdue ran into one of the 
hottest teams that the sport has seen in a 
long time (Connecticut). But Purdue obvi-
ously gave it a chance, and it’s just a matter 
of time before they win it again.”

Thank you to those who have served in
the military and who are

currently serving our country!

JOIN USJOIN US
SHOW US YOUR MILITARY ID, NGB55, NGB22,DD214, DD256

FORM AND RECEIVE A $10 ROO STERS BUCK AS A TOKEN OF
OUR APPRECIATION FOR YOUR SERVICE!
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OHIO STATE MEN’S BASKETBALL

Five-Star Peterson Picks Kansas Over OSU 
Ohio State and Jake Diebler lost out on a 

potentially program-altering recruit on Nov. 
1 when Napa (Calif.) Prolific Prep five-star 
combo guard Darryn Peterson (6-5, 195) 
committed to Kansas over Ohio State, Kan-
sas State and USC. 

Peterson, the nation’s third-best pros-
pect and top-rated combo guard in the class, 
would have been Ohio State’s highest-rated 
recruit since two-time All-America forward 
Jared Sullinger, but instead, he will play for 
Naismith Basketball Hall of Famer Bill Self 
and blue blood Kansas for what will likely be 
a one-and-done 2024-25 season. 

Sitting at a table in front of his brother, 
sister, mother and father in Napa, Peter-
son took a sip of water for dramatic effect 
before putting on a Jayhawks bucket hat 
and announcing his college decision live on 
247Sports’ YouTube page. 

“I’ll be taking my talents to the University 
of Kansas,” Peterson said. “Go Jayhawks.” 

The recruiting loss will sting for Diebler 
and the Buckeyes, as the program had been 
in relentless pursuit of Peterson, a Canton, 

Ohio, native, for the past several years. Ohio 
State, then led by former head coach Chris 
Holtmann, first offered the guard a scholar-
ship just before his freshman year of high 
school at Cuyahoga Falls (Ohio) Cuyahoga 
Valley Christian Academy in August 2021, 
becoming the first of what turned into 23 of-
fers for the guard. 

The program maintained contact with 
him throughout his eventful high school 
career, hosting him on unofficial visits in 
September 2022 and October 2023 before 
bringing him in for an official visit in August 
for Ohio State’s football season opener, his 
first trip to Columbus since Diebler was 
hired as full-time head coach. 

Peterson and his family had said through-
out his recruitment that he valued the long-
term relationship he had built with Ohio 
State and Diebler, who served as his pri-
mary recruiter and made it a point to re-of-
fer him a scholarship when he took over as 
head coach. But that still did not prove to be 
enough to lure him away from the presumed 
favorite Jayhawks, who have now secured 
their first commitment of the 2025 class.

“I just felt like it aligned perfectly with my 
academic, athletic goals,” Peterson said of 
his decision to go to Kansas. “Kansas has a 
strong history of development and success, 
which are two huge things for me during this 
process.” 

Although the history and championship 
pedigree of Self’s Kansas program was an 

obvious allure for Peterson, he was also like-
ly swayed by factors outside of basketball. 

Kansas is outfitted by Adidas, the clothing 
brand that signed Peterson to a lucrative NIL 
deal last season, their first-ever for a high 
school player, while Ohio State – along with 
Kansas State and USC – is outfitted by Nike.

Regardless, the loss of Peterson is a sig-
nificant one for the Buckeyes. The five-star 
prospect is viewed as a big, versatile guard 
with a potential NBA skill-set that could tran-
sition him well into the next level. 

With Peterson off the board, and David-
son (N.C.) Day four-star combo guard and 
Ohio State target Isaiah Denis (6-5, 175) 
also committing to North Carolina over the 
Buckeyes on Nov. 2, Ohio State will pivot to 
other names to fill out its 2025 recruiting 
class, which it hopes will be a three or four-
man class. 

Ohio State has already secured pledg-
es from Richmond Heights, Ohio, four-star 
shooting guard Dorian Jones (6-4, 180) and 
Branson (Mo.) Link Academy four-star cen-
ter A’Mare Bynum (6-8, 210), but it is still 
heavily interested in prospects such as Pe-
terson’s Prolific Prep teammate and five-star 
power forward Niko Bundalo (6-10, 215), 
Bynum’s Link Academy teammates, four-
star combo guard Jerry Easter (6-3, 183) 
and four-star shooting guard Davion Hannah 
(6-5, 175), and Atlanta Holy Innocents Epis-
copal School five-star power forward Caleb 
Wilson (6-9, 205), each of whom has taken 
official visits to Ohio State this fall. 

Five-Star SF Wilson 
Enjoys OSU Visit 

Speaking of Wilson, the five-star pros-
pect’s father, Jerry, talked about his son’s re-
cent visit to Ohio State on Oct. 26 in an inter-
view with The Columbus Dispatch, in which 
he said it was an enjoyable and eye-opening 
trip from start to finish. 

“I’m truly glad we did take the visit this 
weekend,” the elder Wilson said following 
the visit. “More than anything, getting to 
know Jake and the staff, getting a really de-
tailed look at The Ohio State University – it 
was a great scene for us.”

Caleb Wilson, the nation’s fifth-best pros-
pect, third-best power forward and No. 1 
player out of Georgia in the 2025 class, had 
a busy weekend on Ohio State’s campus that 
his father said was – like many of his son’s 
official visits this fall – not “for the faint of 
heart.” 

The Wilsons first arrived in Columbus 
on Oct. 25, where they toured the campus, 
saw the academic and athletic facilities and 
watched the Buckeyes practice. 

Wilson then experienced a full football 
gameday in Columbus on Oct. 26 for the 
Buckeyes’ home game against Nebraska, 
where, among other things, he attended the 
Skull Session at St. John Arena and took in 
pregame warmups on the Ohio Stadium field 
alongside Diebler and six other recruits who 
were on unofficial visits. 

“We were able to experience the football 
game, which was quite amazing,” the elder 
Wilson told The Dispatch. “Getting to see ev-
erything about it, the pep rally leading up to 
it, the walkthrough, the scene, the aura, the 
glitz, the glam – we had a chance to tailgate 
and everything. It was pretty beautiful.”

But while the time inside Ohio Stadium 
was one to remember, Jerry Wilson said they 
were also impressed by what Diebler and 
his staff had to offer. He came away from the 
visit impressed with the coaching staff Die-
bler has assembled during his first offseason 
as head coach, a group that he thinks has 
brought a winning culture back to the pro-
gram. 

“Those guys seem to be really in tune, re-
ally locked in,” he said. “I’ve enjoyed over this 
weekend getting to enjoy every last one of 
them. They seem to have one main, focused 
goal of getting Ohio State University back to 
the powerful tradition of high-level basketball 
where it should be.”

Wilson’s visit – which also included re-
connecting with fellow Atlanta native and 
Ohio State star point guard Bruce Thronton 
along with assistant Luke Simons, who they 
got to know while he was director of basket-
ball operations at Baylor – was just another 
step forward in what has turned into a blos-
soming relationship between the five-star 
prospect and Diebler’s program. 

The Buckeyes originally expressed inter-
est in Wilson after he burst onto the scene 
at the 2024 Nike EYBL Peach Jam held in 
Augusta, S.C., in July, where he led his AAU 
team Nightrydas Elite to the tournament 
championship against 26 other talent-rich 
programs by averaging an impressive 17.3 
points, 7.0 rebounds, 2.3 assists, 2.8 blocks 
and 1.9 steals per contest on efficient 
62.0-percent shooting. 

The performance compelled Diebler to 
head to Atlanta to spend time with Wilson’s 
family and see Caleb work out, before taking 
another in-home visit at the Wilson house-
hold on Oct. 7.

Although the feeling appears to be mutu-
al between Diebler and Wilson, the five-star 
prospect is a highly-coveted and most likely 
one-and-done prospect with multiple dif-
ferent options. He released a top 12 earlier 
this summer that included Alabama, Arkan-
sas, Auburn, Duke, Georgia Tech, Kentucky, 
North Carolina, Ohio State, Oregon, Tennes-
see, UCF and USC, and is not expected to 
pick a school before the early signing period 
this November. 

Former AD Said Diebler 
Exceeded Expectations 

Former Ohio State athletic director Gene 
Smith said Diebler exceeded expectations 
filling in for Holtmann as interim head coach 
for the final two months of the 2023-24 sea-
son. 

In a 2023-24 men’s basketball perfor-
mance review obtained by Buckeye Sports 
Bulletin via a public records request, Smith 

OSU Men’s Basketball Verbal Commitments
Players in the class of 2025 who have issued a verbal commitment to play basketball at Ohio State.

Player Pos. Ht. Wt. Stars High School
A’mare Bynum C 6-8 210 «««« Branson (Mo.) Link Academy
Dorian Jones G 6-4 160 «««« Richmond Heights, Ohio
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– who retired from his role June 30 – noted 
on his way out that Diebler did a masterful 
job in the head coach’s chair following the 
abrupt firing of Holtmann on Valentine’s 
Day, making several sound management and 
leadership-related decisions that helped get 
the program back on track. 

After Smith relieved Holtmann of his du-
ties and promoted Diebler to interim head 
coach on Feb. 14, Ohio State went 8-3 the 
remainder of the season, making it to the 
NIT quarterfinals and finishing with a 22-
14 record and a 9-11 mark in the Big Ten. It 
was a strong finish to the year that compelled 
new athletic director Ross Bjork to take the 
interim tag off Diebler before the NIT began 
March 17, a decision Smith also supported 
and participated in. 

“Jake did an exceptional job in the tran-
sition managing the entire program,” Smith 
wrote in the review, which was dated June 
17. “His staff hires, management of the team 
during the remaining part of the season and 
communication with support staff has been 
exceptional.”

Smith continued by listing reasons why 
he rated Diebler’s performance as “exceeds 
expectations,” specifically lauding the coach’s 
impressive work ethic and commitment to 
serving the program the right way. 

“Work is consistently efficient, accurate, 
reliable and timely; is of superior quality and 
goes beyond the expectation of the perfor-
mance objective or core competency,” Smith 
wrote. “(His) work is a model for reflecting 
and supporting the values of The Ohio State 
University and Department of Athletics.”

Diebler also provided some commentary 
on his own performance in the review. He 
wrote that his time in the interim head coach-
ing chair was a valuable experience for him, 
and that the way the 2023-24 season ended 
gives his program some positive momentum 
heading into this new era of Buckeyes bas-
ketball. 

“Excited about the direction of the Ohio 
State basketball program,” he wrote. “The 
experience throughout the end of last season 
was beneficial and that momentum helped 
move us forward and position us for exciting 
things ahead. Thankful for the leadership of 
Gene and Ross during the transition, which 
proved critical during that time.”

Diebler was the only full-time coach to 
receive a performance evaluation for the 
2023-24 season. Recruiting coordinator Ter-
ence Dials, NIL/community relations coor-
dinator Nick Kellogg, director of basketball 
operations David Egelhoff and creative video 
designer Ben Majors did receive evaluations 
as support staff members, though, with each 
of them earning an “exceeded expectations” 
review from Diebler. 

Thornton, Johnson Named 
To Preseason Watch Lists 

Thornton and Meechie Johnson Jr. are ex-
pected by many to form one of the Big Ten’s 
top backcourts this season, and those expec-
tations are reflected in some notable presea-
son recognition for the two OSU guards. 

Thornton and Johnson were each named 

to preseason watch lists for national awards 
since BSB last went to press, with Thron-
ton being selected to watch lists for both the 
Bob Cousy and Naismith awards, presented 
annually to the nation’s top point guard and 
best player, respectively, and Johnson earn-
ing a spot on the watch list for the Jerry West 
Award, given annually to the nation’s best 
shooting guard. 

Thronton earned the honors due to his 
status as Ohio State’s unquestioned best 
player and team leader as well as one of the 
best all-around point guards in the Big Ten. 
Last season, the Fairburn, Ga., native was 
named third-team All-Big Ten after leading 
the Buckeyes in points (15.7 per game), as-
sists (4.8), steals (1.2) and minutes (33.6). 

He also finished the year with the nation’s 
second-best assist-to-turnover ratio (168-42), 
and was one of three Buckeyes ever to have 
more than 100 assists and fewer than 50 
turnovers in a season. 

Thornton is looking to become Ohio 
State’s first-ever Cousy Award winner (the 
honor was created in 2003-04) and sec-
ond-ever Naismith Award winner, joining 
Evan Turner in 2010. He has also been 
named this offseason to the 10-member pre-
season All-Big Ten team released Oct. 1, and 
landed at No. 8 on NCAA men’s basketball 
analyst Andy Katz’s top 18 list of Big Ten 
players for the 2024-25 season. 

Johnson received his preseason honor be-
fore he begins his first season back with the 
Buckeyes since transferring to South Caroli-
na after the 2021-22 campaign. 

The Cleveland native was one of the top 
offensive talents in the SEC during his two 
seasons with the Gamecocks, combining for 
13.4 points, 3.9 rebounds and 3.2 assists per 
contest while shooting 38.1 percent from the 
field during that span. He also helped lead 
South Carolina last year to its first NCAA 
tournament appearance in seven seasons by 
producing a team-high 14.1 points per con-
test on 39.9-percent shooting, taking home 
second-team All-SEC honors in the process.

Johnson hopes to be the second-ever 
Buckeye to win the West Award, joining 
D’Angelo Russell in 2014-15, the first year 
the honor was created. 

Notes & Tidbits
• According to The Columbus Dispatch, 

Ohio State defeated Ohio University in a “se-
cret” scrimmage held Oct. 27. No final score 
was revealed, as spectators and reporters 
were not allowed to watch the scrimmage, 
but the victory is a positive sign for the Buck-
eyes since the Bobcats were picked to win 
the Mid-American Conference in the league’s 
preseason coaches’ poll.

Not many details were revealed regarding 
how the game went, but The Dispatch report-
ed sophomore center Aaron Bradshaw, who 
missed Ohio State’s first exhibition against 
Cincinnati on Oct. 18 due to a concussion, 
returned to action. Two “rotational players” 
were held out, though, but as BSB went to 
press were expected to return for the season 
opener against Texas.

It was also reported that each of Ohio 

State’s four projected transfer starters – 
Bradshaw, Johnson, wing Micah Parrish 
and forward Sean Stewart – played well, 
but Johnson had a particularly strong game. 
The Buckeyes also played with much more 
pace and moved the ball better than they did 
during their first scrimmage, but struggled 
with turnovers and shot “good, but not great” 
from beyond the arc. 

• In other recruiting news, the previous-
ly-mentioned Hannah placed Ohio State in 
his top four along with Alabama, Cincinnati 
and Missouri on Oct. 25. Hannah, the na-
tion’s 31st best-prospect, seventh-best shoot-
ing guard and No. 2 player out of Missouri, is 
expected to choose between the four schools 
sometime during the early signing period set 
for Nov. 13-20.

The Wisconsin native took his official visit 
to Ohio State the weekend of Sept. 21, and 
has also been to Alabama (Aug. 31), Missouri 
(Sept. 6) and Cincinnati (Oct. 4) this fall. The 
Buckeyes may have the upper hand on the 
other three schools considering they have 
already secured a pledge from his Link Acad-
emy teammate Bynum and are aggressively 
pursuing Easter. Link Academy was also the 

school that produced former Ohio State and 
current Tennessee center Felix Okpara.

• Several former Ohio State players have 
had some early success this season for their 
respective NBA teams. Perhaps the most 
surprising success story is forward Jami-
son Battle, who has appeared in six of sev-
en games for the Raptors so far this season 
on a two-way deal, averaging 6.7 points, 3.2 
rebounds and 0.8 assists on 46.4 percent 
shooting (38.1 percent from three). 

A couple of other recent Buckeyes are 
also contributing, including San Antonio 
Spurs third-year guard Malaki Branham, 
who has totaled 9.3 points and 2.0 rebounds 
in six games off the bench, and second-year 
Utah Jazz guard Brice Sensabaugh has to-
taled 38 points and 13 rebounds through six 
games in a reserve role.

A few longtime NBA Buckeyes have also 
excelled in the early going this season, in-
cluding veteran guards Mike Conley of the 
Minnesota Timberwolves and Russell of the 
Los Angeles Lakers, who are both starting 
for their respective teams and are averaging 
7.3 and 12.3 points and 4.3 and 5.8 assists 
per contest, respectively. 

OSU Men’s Basketball Verbal Commitments
Players in the class of 2026 who have issued a verbal commitment to play basketball at Ohio State.

Player Pos. Ht. Wt. Stars High School
Marcus Johnson G 6-1 175 «««« Garfield Heights, Ohio
Alex Smith F 6-9 195 N/A Upper Arlington, Ohio
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Ohio State’s 2023-24 season was a tale 
of two parts: the regular season and the 
postseason. In the regular season, McGuff’s 
Buckeyes were not only the Big Ten regular 
season champions but appeared to be a con-
tender to win the national championship. 
As soon as postseason play started, though, 
the Buckeyes looked and played like a whole 
different team. 

Starting in the first round of the Big Ten 
tournament against a middle-of-the-pack 
Maryland team, the Buckeyes were not only 
upset but blown out by the eighth-seeded Ter-
rapins by a score of 82-61. It was a stunning-
ly poor performance that may have cost them 
a No. 1 seed in the NCAA tournament. 

Still, as the No. 2 seed in the Port-
land region, the Buckeyes had a clear 
path to at least make the Sweet 16 with 
homecourt advantage on their side and, 
on paper, inferior opponents in their way. 
Instead, the Buckeyes had yet another dis-
appointing finish to a tournament when 
they fell 75-63 to No. 7 seed Duke in front 
of a shocked Value City Arena crowd. 
    Even with the disheartening end to the 
2023-24 season, McGuff’s 12-year tenure 
with the Buckeyes has been as successful 
as any other period in the program’s history. 
With four Big Ten regular season champion-
ships and seven NCAA tournament appear-
ances, the Buckeyes have been consistent 
Big Ten contenders for the vast majority of 
McGuff’s time leading the program.

If McGuff wants to take the Buckeyes to 
their first Final Four since 1992-93, he will 
have to do so with eight new faces, and per-
haps more importantly without All-American 
point guard and all-time program great Jacy 
Sheldon, who scored a team-high 17.8 points 
per game last season to cap off a highly-ac-
complished Buckeye career.

In replacing Sheldon’s consistent of-
fensive production, McGuff may turn to 
newcomers like five-star point guard Jaloni 
Cambridge and junior Oregon transfer guard 
Chance Gray, but in replacing her leadership, 
which with seven newcomers will become as 
important as ever, McGuff will need to turn to 
his seasoned veterans, like senior guard/for-
ward Taylor Thierry, graduate guard Madison 
Greene and junior forward Cotie McMahon. 
       “I think when you guys watch us play early 
on, you’re going to see a lot of talent out there 
and a decent amount of depth,” McGuff said 
this offseason. “But with so many newcom-
ers, it’s just a matter of when are we going 
to kind of get that chemistry. Everybody has 
to feel comfortable doing what we do, No. 1.

“Probably more important than that, 
you lose somebody like Jacy Sheldon, who 
is one of the best leaders we’ve had here in 
a long time, how do you replace that? And 
that’s where you’ve got Taylor, Madison, Co-
tie, they’ve got to step up and provide some 
leadership.”

The Buckeyes will attempt to take their 
first step towards the NCAA tournament and 
beyond on Nov. 5, when they take on Cleve-
land State at the Schottenstein Center.

With the regular season inching closer, 
Buckeye Sports Bulletin has a position-by-po-
sition breakdown in alphabetical order of 
Ohio State’s roster 2024-25 .

Forwards
Seini Henry 6-0, Fr. – One of many ath-

letic newcomers for the Buckeyes, Henry is 
unlikely to have the impact of someone like 
Cambridge in year one but should at least 
provide some depth at the wing position. 
Like many of her teammates, Henry comes 
from quite the athletic family. Her late father, 
Chris, was a former NFL wide receiver and 
her brother, Chris Henry Jr., is a five-star wide 
receiver recruit from the 2026 class commit-
ted to Ohio State.

At West Clermont High School in Cincin-
nati, Henry excelled as a do-it-all player, av-
eraging 12.8 points, 9.7 rebounds, 2.3 steals 
and 1.6 blocks per game as a junior. That 
season, Henry had 11 double-doubles and 
set the school record for most rebounds and 
blocks in a single season in school history, as 
West Clermont went undefeated in the regu-
lar season and won its first Eastern Cincin-
nati Conference Championship.

Henry then transferred to nearby Cincin-
nati Purcell Marian for her senior season, 
but she played just nine games and averaged 
around nine points per game before moving 
to North Carolina with her family. 

Henry’s high school accomplishments, 
size and athleticism have her in a great po-
sition to make an impact for the Buckeyes 
in the future, even if it isn’t as immediate as 
some of the other newcomers.

Ella Hobbs 6-4, Fr. – As is the case with 
some of the other new additions for the 
Buckeyes at forward and center, Hobbs pro-
vides the team with valuable size. Listed at 
6-4, tied for the second tallest on the team, 
she was the No. 2 ranked recruit in the state 
of North Carolina and the No. 83-ranked re-
cruit in the country by ESPN.com. 

She played at Concord (N.C.) Jay M. 
Robinson her freshman year before trans-
ferring to 1 of 1 Prep School in Indian 
Trail, N.C. her sophomore and junior 
years, where she averaged 16.1 points, 
6.1 rebounds and 1.4 blocks per game. 

Unfortunately, Hobbs suffered an ACL injury 
that cut her senior year short while also push-
ing back her availability for the Buckeyes 
until midway through the season. McGuff 
confirmed this offseason that she wouldn’t 
be available at the beginning of the season, 
which could put her in position for a redshirt. 

“It most likely will be (a redshirt year),” 
McGuff said. “I think by the time she could 
get back, it just probably wouldn’t make 
sense to burn the year.”

Cotie McMahon 6-0, Jr. (14.4 points, 6.3 
rebounds per game) – Ohio State’s most 
vocal leader and likely best player is McMa-
hon. From the second she walked through 
the doors for the 2022–23 season as a true 
freshman, McMahon has been a cornerstone 
of McGuff’s operation. Ranked as the No. 
23 recruit in the country prior to joining the 
Buckeyes by ESPNW Hoopgurlz, McMahon 
exceeded expectations when she averaged 
15.1 points per game on 51.0 percent shoot-
ing along with averages of 5.5 rebounds, 
2.4 assists and 1.6 steals as a freshman. 
    McMahon’s excellent campaign earned 
her Big Ten Freshman of the Year honors 
and a second-team All-Big Ten recognition.  
Considering the outstanding numbers re-
corded by McMahon in her first collegiate 
season, she perhaps had a slightly disap-
pointing sophomore campaign. In 32 games, 
McMahon’s scoring numbers and overall effi-
ciency dipped slightly, averaging 14.4 points 
per game on 46.0 percent shooting. She did 
increase her output on the glass, though, re-
cording a team-high 6.3 rebounds per game. 
McMahon’s slightly decreased scoring num-
bers stemmed from an ugly stretch in De-
cember where the 2024 honorable mention 
AP All-American failed to score ten points in 
four straight games. 

This year, McMahon hopes for no grow-
ing pains in the early months of her junior 
season.

“I feel like we struggled last year to kind 
of just make sure that we’re stringing togeth-
er days and making sure that we’re really 
making the days count,” McMahon said of 
her slow start in 2023-24. “I think this year, 
it’s just making sure that we’re stringing 
days together, making sure that every day we 
come in the gym, we’re giving our all so that 
when the time does come and when games 
do finally come, it’s nothing to us because we 
practice how we play in games.”

As the Buckeyes got into the thick of Big 
Ten play, McMahon gradually got back to her 
efficient freshman form, eventually leading 
to one of her best performances as a Buck-
eye in a  matchup against a Caitlin Clark-led 
Iowa team on Jan. 21 when she erupted for 
a career-high 33 points and 12 rebounds in 
41 minutes to lead Ohio State to a huge up-
set win over the eventual national runner-up 
Hawkeyes. 

In the postseason, McMahon struggled in 
the blowout loss to Maryland in the Big Ten 
tournament but bounced back in the NCAAs. 
After a solid 13-point performance in Ohio 
State’s first-round win over Maine, McMahon 

did all she could to lead the Buckeyes to a 
win over Duke, scoring 27 points on 9-of-17 
shooting while adding five rebounds. McMa-
hon’s big scoring day went to waste, though, 
as the team shot just 40.7 percent from the 
floor. 

Without someone like Sheldon by her 
side, McMahon will take on a bigger role 
on the court but also off the court as she at-
tempts to acclimate the seven new additions 
to the team.

“I’ve always been in a leadership posi-
tion, but never one like this,” McMahon said. 
“I would say it’s challenging. I mean it’s not 
easy. I’ve just had to work on a lot of things as 
far as my patience and just really trusting the 
process, especially with a new team, making 
sure that I keep in mind that everyone is new 
to this.”

Ajae Petty 6-3, Gr. (14.2 ppg, 10.6 rpg 
last season at Kentucky) – More often than 
not, the best teams in college basketball or 
sports in general are those that have the 
best combination of size and speed. For the 
Buckeyes’ up-tempo offense and full-court 
pressing defense to operate, speed is under-
standably a huge priority of McGuff’s system.  
     The speed over size element can some-
times get in the way of the team’s ability to 
rebound, which has been a bit of a thorn in 
the side of McGuff’s teams in recent years. 
Petty, a fifth-year transfer forward from Ken-
tucky, undoubtedly will help the Buckeyes in 
this department. 

A bit of a late bloomer, having only aver-
aged 5.7 points per game with 4.7 rebounds 
per game as late as her junior season at LSU, 
Petty broke through as a senior at Kentucky 
to average a double-double, leading the Wild-
cats with 14.2 points per game and 10.6 re-
bounds per game.

With a plethora of talented scorers 
around her, it’s not likely Petty will be asked 
to lead her team in points per game like she 
did at Kentucky, but instead will be expected 
to carry quite a load as a rebounder.

“That’s what I was recruited here to do,” 
Petty said of her rebounding. “So I’m just 
coming in and making sure I’m doing my job 
and trying  to focus on it in practice every day.” 
For Petty, the key to her rebounding excel-
lence is certainly a matter of hard work and 
effort but also a skill mastered by practice.

“As soon as the shot goes up, you have to 
put yourself in a great position,” Petty said. 
“One of the things that helped me do a lot 
better with rebounding last year was watch-
ing film and watching some of the great 
people rebound. Like when people put their 
shots up – for instance if Chance is shooting, 
just getting in a good position in order to get 
that rebound. It’s a lot of doing your work ear-
ly, and then half of it is just like, I want the 
ball more than the other person.”

As skilled as Petty is as a rebounder, she 
figures to be a perfect schematic fit for the 
Buckeyes given the speed with which she 
can run the floor. Petty’s athleticism has con-
tributed to her fitting in more smoothly than 
even she thought she would in the full-court 

Bucks Look To Take Next Step Under McGuff

3535 Fishinger Blvd. Suite 100, Hilliard, OH  43026

OSU Women’s Basketball Verbal Commitments
Players in the class of 2025 who have issued a verbal commitment to play basketball  at Ohio State.

Player Pos. Ht. Stars High School/Previous Team
Daria Biriuk G 6-1 «««« Bell Buckle (Tenn.) The Webb School
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2024-25 Ohio State Women’s Basketball Projected Starting Lineup
22 • Jaloni Cambridge • G 21 • Chance Gray • G 2 • Taylor Thierry • G 32 • Cotie McMahon • F 1 • Ajae Petty • F

Ht: 5-7 • Class: Fr. Ht: 5-9 Class: Jr. Ht: 6-1 Class: Sr. Ht: 6-0 Class: Jr. Ht: 6-3 Class: Gr.
Comes to Ohio Comes to Ohio 

State as the for-State as the for-
mer No. 2 overall mer No. 2 overall 
ranked recruit in ranked recruit in 
the country by the country by 
ESPN. Cambridge ESPN. Cambridge 
averaged 20.7 averaged 20.7 
points, 9.0 assists, points, 9.0 assists, 
7.3 rebounds, 7.3 rebounds, 
and 3.7 assists at and 3.7 assists at 
Montverde High Montverde High 
School as a senior.School as a senior.

 Transfers to  Transfers to 
Ohio State after Ohio State after 
two years as a two years as a 
starter at Oregon, starter at Oregon, 
where she aver-where she aver-
aged a combined aged a combined 
12 points, 2.5 12 points, 2.5 
rebounds and 2.6 rebounds and 2.6 
assists per game.assists per game.

One of only One of only 
two returning two returning 
starters, Thierry led starters, Thierry led 
the team in field the team in field 
goal percentage goal percentage 
in her sophomore in her sophomore 
and junior seasons and junior seasons 
with field goal per-with field goal per-
centages of 62.5 centages of 62.5 
and 61.0, respec-and 61.0, respec-
tively.tively.

Highest Highest 
returning scorer, returning scorer, 
averaged 14.4 averaged 14.4 
points per game, points per game, 
6.3 rebounds per 6.3 rebounds per 
game and 2.1 game and 2.1 
assists per game. assists per game. 
Started in all 68 Started in all 68 
of Ohio State’s of Ohio State’s 
games since join-games since join-
ing the team as a ing the team as a 
true freshman true freshman 

Started her Started her 
career at LSU, career at LSU, 
before transfer-before transfer-
ring to Kentucky. ring to Kentucky. 
Petty broke out Petty broke out 
as a senior with as a senior with 
the Wildcats, the Wildcats, 
where she aver-where she aver-
aged 14.2 points, aged 14.2 points, 
10.6 rebounds 10.6 rebounds 
and 1.0 assist per and 1.0 assist per 
gamegame

press defense the Buckeyes play.
“I thought it was going to be a little hard-

er, but (the guards) are doing all the work up 
there,” Petty said. “The only thing I have to 
do is communicate and tell them that I just 
have their back back there.”

Eboni Walker 6-0 Gr. (2.4 ppg, 2.4 rpg) 
– Although Walker is only in her third year 
of being a Buckeye, she has as much college 
basketball experience as anyone else on the 
team. After starting her career at Arizona 
State from 2019-21, Walker transferred to 
Syracuse where she spent one year before 
ultimately coming to Ohio State.

In her senior season with Ohio State, 
Walker was a reliable and effective op-
tion off the bench, averaging 4.9 points, 
3.6 rebounds and 1.5 assists per game. 
In what appeared to be her last season in col-
lege basketball, Walker took a bit of a step 
back. She averaged just 2.4 points and 2.4 in 
10.5 minutes per game and took a temporary 
three-game absence from the team towards 
the end of the year due to an undisclosed 
reason.

 Walker will get a chance to end her Buck-

eye career on a more positive note this sea-
son, though, as she was granted a medical 
redshirt due to her playing just six games her 
one season (4.2, 3.6) at Syracuse in 2021-22 
before suffering a season-ending injury.

“I think I would want to thank Ohio State 
and just the program because it made it all 
seamless,” Walker said. “Unfortunately I did 
not get to play at Syracuse, so being able 
to get that year back and make the best of 
it, especially at Ohio State for a third year, 
I feel like I really got to live out my college 
basketball dreams. Of course, I want to finish 
out this last year the best that I can, but they 
made it really easy for me to come back.”

Guards
Jaloni Cambridge 5-7, Fr. – No incoming 

freshman in any sport will have the hype and 
subsequently live up to the hype as well as 
freshman Ohio State football wide receiver 
Jeremiah Smith, but Cambridge will try her 
best to do just that in her first year with the 
Buckeyes.

“Of course,” Cambridge said when asked 
if she took inspiration from Jeremiah Smith’s 

spectacular freshman season. “Knowing the 
potential that I have, just coming from high 
school, what I can be. Of course, it’s always 
inspiring to be the next greatest player to 
be in any sport here, so I’m just taking the 
opportunity, whatever I can get. I’m going to 
earn that and just roll with it.”

The No. 2-ranked overall recruit in the 
country, Cambridge comes into Ohio State 
as one of, if not the most talented player on 
the entire roster.

It’s never easy to predict the immediate 
production a freshman may have on a team 
in their first year of collegiate basketball, but 
Cambridge had just about as many accom-
plishments as a high schooler can have.

After making the varsity team at Nashville 
(Tenn.) Ensworth as an eighth grader, Cam-
bridge led her team to back-to-back state 
championship appearances and was named 
Division II-AA Miss Basketball three times.

She was named tournament MVP her 
sophomore year when Ensworth won the 
state championship, and then almost willed 
her group to another title as a junior, scoring 
41 points in a 64-59 state final loss.

Cambridge then transferred to Mont-
verde (Fla.) Academy as a senior, where she 
became the Florida MaxPreps Athlete of the 
Year after averaging 20.7 points, 9.0 assists, 
6.9 rebounds and 3.7 steals for the Eagles. 

“Jaloni is a special talent,” Mc-
Guff said of his five-star freshman. “I 
mean, she can really play. I think she’ll 
have a chance to help us right away.” 
Cambridge will have quite the difficult job 
as she attempts to replace Sheldon, but 
her speed and playmaking abilities, traits of 
which were specifically pointed out by Mc-
Guff, should give her the opportunity to shine 
when she’s on the court. 

McMahon, who had the type of success 
as a freshman that Cambridge will shoot for, 
has full belief in the young point guard.

“As far as helping her, I’m just making 
sure that her confidence is there because 
we’re going to need a lot out of her this year,” 
McMahon said. “We lost Jacy, but I feel like 
Jaloni is perfectly capable of filling in that 
role that Jacy had and really leading this 
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team in the right direction.”
“She’s very quick, very skilled, very smart 

at her age, so I’m just making sure that I in-
still the confidence in her so that she knows 
that we all trust her to do whatever she’s ca-
pable of on the court.”

Kennedy Cambridge 5-8 R-So. (DNP 
last season at Kentucky, redshirted) – Jalo-
ni’s older sister Kennedy may be brand new 
to the Buckeyes, but she does have experi-
ence playing with two Buckeyes in Petty and 
her younger sister. 

Cambridge began her career at Kentucky 
alongside her current teammate Petty, where 
she averaged 2.7 points and 2.3 rebounds 
per contest in 19 games played in her fresh-
man season. She did not play all of last sea-
son with the Wildcats while taking a redshirt. 

Given the strong basketball family 
that also includes Jaloni and their broth-
er Devan, who is a sixth-year senior at 
Texas Tech, it’s no surprise that Kennedy 
was a four-star recruit in the 2022 class. 
Although the elder Cambridge sister might 
not have the hype that her younger sister 
does, Petty believes she will play with a high 
level of intensity.

“I think everyone should expect some-
one who’s going to come in and sacrifice her 
body,” Petty said. “(She is) going to give ev-
erything that she has. That’s just the type of 
player that she is. She doesn’t take plays off. 
She plays hard every single time, so you’re 
going to see a lot of her finishing. She’s going 
to be really good in the press because she’s 
aggressive. She can rebound the ball as well. 
She’s athletic, just like Jaloni.”

Chance Gray 5-9, Jr. (13.9 ppg, 2.9 rpg 
last season at Oregon) – If Petty was the 
Buckeyes’ most significant transfer portal 
addition, Gray was a close second. Gray 
showed why she was the No. 7-ranked pros-
pect in the country out of high school as soon 
as her freshman season. 

In 2022-23, Gray averaged 10.3 points, 
2.2 assists and 2.1 rebounds on 34.2 per-
cent shooting from the field and 33.1 percent 
shooting from three-point range, all impres-
sive numbers that allowed her to be named 
to the Pac-12 All-Freshman team. Gray’s ath-
leticism and effort also showed up on the oth-
er end on defense, and she was an honorable 
mention on the Pac-12 All-Defensive team.

Gray’s numbers only improved her sopho-
more year, giving the Ducks 13.9 points, 3.0 
assists and 2.9 rebounds per game. 

While those are strong numbers, her big-
gest weakness through two years has been 
her inefficiency as a shooter. Although she in-
creased her scoring in 2023-24, Gray did so 
connecting on just 34.7 percent of the shots 
she took, which, to be fair to Gray, was par-
tially due to the high volume of three-point at-
tempts attempted (59 of 175, 33.7 percent).

Gray’s shot-making has only im-
proved with McGuff’s guidance, ac-
cording to the Oregon transfer herself.  
“My confidence has grown a lot here,” Gray 
said . “If you miss a shot, it’s never a bad shot. 
(McGuff) always tells you something strate-
gic to help you with the next shot to make it.”

If Gray can patch up some of the slight 
flaws she has had with efficiency, she should 
be able to provide the Buckeyes with the ex-

perience and three-point shooting that they 
may lack at the guard spot without Sheldon 
and Celeste Taylor.

Madison Greene 5-8 Gr. (2.7 ppg, 0.9 
rpg) – The most unsung of the former All-Big 
Ten inclusions on the Buckeyes’ roster will 
hope to finally have a fully healthy season in 
2024-25. Greene had the worst bit of injury 
luck after a breakout sophomore season in 
2020-21 in which she scored 13.4 points per 
game and averaged a team-high 4.3 assists 
per game on her way to an honorable men-
tion All-Big Ten nod. 

Two long-term knee injuries allowed 
Greene to play in only 12 games from 2021-
23. She first went down with a season-end-
ing knee injury just one day before the start 
of her junior season in 2021-22, and then 
suffered another season-ender after she had 
fully recovered and played 12 games with 
seven starts in 2022-23. 

That injury prevented her from playing 
right away next season in 2023-24, where, 
after making her debut midway through 
the season, she notched just 2.7 points, 1.6 
assists, 1.0 steals and 0.9 rebounds in 24 
games. 

Greene is hoping that her latest stretch of 
healthy play will give her some momentum 
heading into the 2024-25 season.

“This year, preseason, I’ve been feeling 
way more comfortable,” Greene said. “I don’t 
have that big brace on anymore, so not only 
mentally but physically, I feel better, so I’m 
excited.”

McGuff is optimistic Greene can give the 
Buckeyes the playmaking and experience in 
a backcourt full of veterans and youngsters.

“Madison is like a calming presence when 
she’s out there,” McGuff said. “She makes ev-
erybody around her better, so we’ll need that 
from her, especially (because) Jaloni is a very 
talented young player but also inexperienced. 

“I think the combination of the two of 
them can really put us in a good position at 
point guard. (Greene) is also a great defend-
er as well, so I think I’m optimistic that she 
could have an outstanding year, especially if 
she stays healthy.”

Kaia Henderson 5-6, Jr. (0.8 ppg, 0.7 
rpg) – One of the best players in the history 
of New Hartford, N.Y. Senior high school bas-
ketball, Henderson will try to get much more 
playing time than she had as a freshman or 
as a sophomore with Ohio State.

Despite cutting her high school basket-
ball career short to join the Buckeyes as 
an early enrollee, Henderson is the all-time 
leading scorer in New Hartford history with 
2,092 career points.

She has yet to replicate that success at the 
collegiate level, though. Through 28 career 
games played with the Buckeyes, Henderson 
has averaged 0.9 points, 0.5 rebounds and 
0.3 assists per game.

At just 5-6 – the shortest on the team –
and without a ton of game experience in her 
first two seasons, it is hard to see Henderson 
getting serious minutes out of the Buckeyes’ 
backcourt. Still, Henderson provides the 
Buckeyes with some depth at a position full 
of new faces.

Taylor Thierry 6-1, Sr. (11.3 ppg, 5.3 
rpg) – One of very few seniors on the re-
shaped roster, Thierry should provide the 
Buckeyes with some much-needed leader-

ship, experience, efficiency and defense. Thi-
erry seemed to make improvements season 
after season to become the All-Big Ten-cali-
ber player she is today.

The constant for the 6-1 guard/forward 
has been her efficiency. Even as a freshman 
in 2021-22, Thierry connected on 54.1 per-
cent of her 61 shots. She followed that up 
by finishing her sophomore season with the 
fifth-best field goal percentage in school his-
tory at 62.5 percent, while also scoring 13.5 
points per game. starting in all 36 games and 
earning second-team All-Big Ten and All-Big 
Ten defensive team honors.

Thierry’s scoring numbers dipped some 
as a junior while part of a somewhat crowd-
ed group of scorers, notching 11.3 points per 
game, but still led the team with a field goal 
percentage of 61.0 and added 5.3 rebounds 
per contest. 

Over her last two seasons, Thierry has 
also added a three-point shot to her game. 
While she may not take the volume of threes 
as someone like Sheldon or Clark, Thierry 
has been as reliable as anyone on from be-
yond the arc, connecting on 44.8 percent of 
her three-pointers in 2023-24, a number that 
was the highest on her team by a wide margin. 

Thierry’s biggest obstacle this season 
may be off-the-court, where the soft-spoken 
veteran has been challenged by McGuff to 
become a more vocal leader as one of the 
longest tenured Buckeyes on the roster.

“It’s definitely been an interesting pro-
cess,” Thierry said. “Looking back when I 
was a freshman, the seniors and the grad 
players were really good leaders that I could 
look up to. I just want to kind of use what 
they used this year and just help the fresh-
men and all the newcomers get acclimated 
and comfortable and everything.” 

Ava Watson 5-8, Fr. – It’s rare for a player 
as talented as Watson to go a little under the 
radar, but when one considers the fact that 
Watson is in the same class as the talented 
Cambridge, it makes more sense.

At least to McGuff, the No. 43-ranked 
prospect in the ESPN rankings of the 2024 
class, is squarely on his radar.

“Ava Watson’s been really good,” McGuff 
said on Sept. 30. “She shoots the ball extreme-
ly well. She’s got a very high basketball IQ.”

Watson did not have all of Cambridge’s 
accomplishments or honors, but she still 
made quite the name for herself at Buford, 
Ga., where she averaged 24.0 points, 6.0 re-
bounds, 5.2 assists and 4.3 steals in 2023-
24.

Watson — despite her young age – is one 
of a few players that McGuff expects to help 
the team’s three-point shooting. Her team-
mates believe Watson’s quickness and athlet-
icism will also be a perfect fit for the Buck-
eyes’ full-court press defense.

“I think Jaloni and Ava are going to 
be especially helpful with us in applying 
that pressure,” Thierry said. They’re real-
ly quick and everything. I’m just excited to 
have them when we press other teams.” 

Centers
Faith Carson 6-4, So. (0.6 ppg, 1.1 rpg) 

– As a returning sophomore, Carson is techni-
cally not a newcomer at Ohio State, but con-
sidering the lack of playing time she received 
throughout her freshman season, which was in 

part due to an injury she sustained before the 
year, she may feel new to some Buckeye fans.

Behind a veteran lineup of Buckeyes, Car-
son was on the court for only 12 minutes last 
season, but she did total four points, eight re-
bounds and three assists in that time.

At 6-4, Carson has the requisite size to 
make it as a Big Ten center. She put her im-
posing frame on full display at Buchanan, 
Mich., where she racked up an impressive 
20.5 points, 12.5 rebounds and 5.8 blocks 
per game.

Elsa Lemmila 6-6, Fr. – One thing the 
Buckeyes haven’t always had on the interi-
or in previous seasons is size, and Lemmila 
provides just that. Standing at an intimidat-
ing 6-6, the tallest on the team by two inch-
es, the Espoo, Finland native is an imposing 
figure in the frontcourt, a trait that was on 
full display when she recorded 15.8 points 
per game, 10.0 rebounds, 3.4 assists and 2.4 
blocks for the Tapiolan Honka Club in her 
hometown. 

It’s never a certainty how much someone 
without any college basketball experience 
will contribute in year one, but McGuff is 
hopeful that Lemmila can at least help the 
Buckeyes in the paint sooner rather than 
later. 

“Elsa will give us great size and length 
and athleticism around the basket,” McGuff 
said. “Now, she’s coming off an injury her last 
year of high school in Finland, so she’s prac-
ticing, but she’s still kind of getting comfort-
able out there because she didn’t really start 
going live here until a couple weeks ago. So 
it’s going to take her a while to get comfort-
able, but I think she’s got a very bright future.”

Thierry Expects Bigger Leadership Role
Continued From Page 33
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2024-25 OSU Women’s 
Basketball Schedule
Date   Opponent
Nov. 5 Cleveland State
Nov. 12 Charlotte
Nov. 17 at Belmont
Nov. 20  at Ohio
Nov. 24 Bowling Green
Nov. 28 Old Dominion*
Nov. 29 Utah State*
Dec. 8 Illinois
Dec. 10  Ball State
Dec. 14 Youngstown State
Dec. 17 Grand Valley State
Dec. 20 Stanford#
Dec. 29 at Rutgers
Jan. 5 Northwestern
Jan. 8 at Michigan
Jan. 12 Oregon
Jan. 16 at Wisconsin
Jan. 19 at Penn State
Jan. 23 Maryland
Jan. 26 at Nebraska
Feb. 2 Washington
Feb. 5 at UCLA
Feb. 8 at USC
Feb. 13 Minnesota
Feb. 17 Iowa
Feb. 20 at Indiana
Feb. 23 Purdue
Feb. 26 Michigan State
March 2 at Maryland
Mar 5-9 Big Ten Tournament, Indianapolis

*   - Daytona Beach Classic, Daytona Beach, 
Fla.

# - Invisalign Bay Area Women’s Classic, San 
Francisco 
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FOOTBALL (7-1, 4-1)
Aug. 31 AKRON, W 52-6. 
Sept. 7 WESTERN MICHIGAN, W 

56-0; 21 MARSHALL, W 49-14; 28 at 
Michigan State, W 38-7.

Oct. 5 IOWA, W 35-7; 12 at Oregon, 
L 32-31; 26 NEBRASKA, W 21-17.

Nov. 2 at Penn State W 20-13; 9 
PURDUE; 16 vs. Northwestern at Wrigley 
Field; 23 INDIANA; 30 MICHIGAN.

MEN’S BASKETBALL
Oct. 18 at Cincinnati (Exh.), L 80-62.
Nov. 4 vs. Texas at Hall of Fame Series, 

Las Vegas;  11 YOUNGSTOWN STATE;  
15 at Texas A&M;  19 EVANSVILLE;  
22 CAMPBELL;  25 GREEN BAY;  29 
PITTSBURGH.

Dec. 4 at Maryland;  7 RUTGERS;  
14 vs. Auburn at Holiday Hoopsgiving, 
Atlanta;  17 VALPARAISO;  21 vs. 
Kentucky at CBS Sports Classic, New 
York;  29 INDIANA STATE.

Jan. 3 MICHIGAN STATE;  6 at 
Minnesota;  9 OREGON;  14 at 
Wisconsin;  17 INDIANA;  21 at Purdue;  
27 IOWA;  30 at Penn State.

Feb. 2 at Illinois;  6 MARYLAND ;  9 
at Nebraska;  12 WASHINGTON;  16 
MICHIGAN;  20 NORTHWESTERN;  23 
at UCLA;  26 at USC.

March 4 NEBRASKA; 8 at Indiana; 
12-16 Big Ten Tournament, Indianapolis

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
Nov. 5 CLEVELAND STATE;  12 

CHARLOTTE;  17 at Belmont;  20 
at Ohio;  24 BOWLING GREEN;  28 
vs. Old Dominion at Daytona Beach 
Classic, Daytona Beach, Fla.;  29 vs. 
Utah State at Daytona Beach Classic, 
Daytona Beach, Fla.

Dec. 8 ILLINOIS;  10 BALL STATE;  
14 YOUNGSTOWN STATE;  17 GRAND 
VALLEY STATE;  20 vs. Stanford at Bay 
Area Women’s Classic, San Francisco;  
29 at Rutgers. 

Jan. 5 NORTHWESTERN;  8 
at Michigan;  12 OREGON;  16 at 
Wisconsin;  19 at Penn State;  23 
MARYLAND;  26 at Nebraska. 

Feb. 2 WASHINGTON;  5 at UCLA;  8 
at USC;  13 MINNESOTA;  17 IOWA;  20 
at Indiana;  23 PURDUE;  26 MICHIGAN 
STATE;.

March 2 at Maryland; 6-10 Big Ten 
Tournament, Indianapolis.

CROSS COUNTRY
Aug. 30 Tommy Evans Invitational 

at Norton, Ohio, Men: 1st/8, Women: 
2nd/10.

Sept. 20 Roy Griak Invitational at 
Minneapolis, Men: 5th/17, Women: 7th/17.

Oct. 4 Loyola Lakefront Invitational 
at Chicago, Men 9th/15, Women: 
10th/16; 19 Wisconsin Pre-Nationals at 
Madison, Wis., Men: 3rd/25, Women: 
5th/29.

Nov. 1 Big Ten Championships 
at Champaign, Ill., Men 10th/15; 
Women 8th/18; 15 NCAA Regional 
Championships at Norton, Ohio; 23 
NCAA Championships at Madison, Wis.

FENCING
Sept. 28 OSU Open, NTS; 29 OSU 

Duals, Men 5-0; Women 5-0.
Nov. 2-3 West Invitational at La 

Jolla, Calif. Men 5-1; Women 7-1; 17 

Elite Invitational at Philadelphia.
Jan. 18 St. John’s Duals at Queens, 

N.Y.; 19 Philadelphia Invitational at 
Philadelphia.

Feb. 1-2 Northwestern Duals 
at Evanston, Ill.; 22-23 CCFC 
Championships at Detroit.

March 8 NCAA Midwest Regionals, 
TBA; 20-23 NCAA Championships at 
University Park, Pa.

FIELD HOCKEY (14-4, 4-4)
Aug. 30 UALBANY, W 6-1.
Sept. 1 BUCKNELL, W 4-1; 6 at 

Colgate, W 5-0; 8 at Syracuse, W 5-0; 
13 at Richmond, W 2-0; 15 at Old 
Dominion,  W 2-1; 20  MICHIGAN 
STATE, W 4-0; 22 BROWN, W 5-2; 29 
LOUISVILLE, W 4-3 (OT).

Oct. 6 at Michigan, L 1-0; 11 PENN 
STATE, W 4-0; 13 KENT STATE, W 3-0; 
18 at Maryland, W 2-1; 20 at Rutgers, 
L 1-0; 25 INDIANA, W 2-1 (2OT); 27 
IOWA, L, 3-0

Nov. 1 at Northwestern, L 2-1; 3 
CENTRAL MICHIGAN, W 7-1; 7 Big Ten 
Tournament at College Park, Md., vs 
Rutgers.

MEN’S GOLF
Sept. 9 Folds of Honor Collegiate 

at Grand Haven, Mich., T7th/15; 10 
Folds of Honor Collegiate at Grand 
Haven, Mich., 7th/15; 11 Folds of 
Honor Collegiate at Grand Haven, 
Mich., 7th/15; 23 The Tindall at Fall 
City, Wash., 6th/14; 24 The Tindall at 
Fall City, Wash., 7th/14; 30 Blessings 
Collegiate Invitational at Fayetteville, 
Ark., 5th/10.

Oct. 1 Blessings Collegiate 
Invitational at Fayetteville, Ark, 5th/10. 
2 Blessings Collegiate Invitational at 
Fayetteville, Ark, 6th/10; 7-8 Barbara 
Nicklaus Cup at Dublin, Ohio, 4th/4; 
28-30 East Lake Cup at Atlanta, 4th/4.

WOMEN’S GOLF
Sept. 9 Folds of Honor Collegiate 

at Grand Haven, Mich., 2nd/15; 10 
Folds of Honor Collegiate at Grand 
Haven, Mich., 3rd/15; 11 Folds of 
Honor Collegiate at Grand Haven, 
Mich., 3rd/15;  30 Blessings Collegiate 
Invitational at Fayetteville, Ark., 
9th/10.

Oct. 1 Blessings Collegiate Invitational 
at Fayetteville, Ark., 9th/10; 2 Blessings 
Collegiate Invitational at Fayetteville, 
Ark., T6th/10 Oct. 7-8 Barbara Nicklaus 
Cup at Dublin, Ohio, 4th/4; 20 Jim 
West Challenge at San Marcos, Texas, 
T4th/12; 21 Jim West Challenge at San 
Marcos, Texas, T4th/12.

MEN’S ICE HOCKEY (7-0-1, 2-0-0)
Oct. 6 Niagara (exh.) W, 3-2 (OT); 

11-12 AMERICAN INTERNATIONAL, T 
3-3; W 5-2; 18-19 at Wisconsin, W 2-1 
(OT); W 2-1; 25-26 BOWLING GREEN, 
W 3-1; W 2-0.

Nov. 1-2 LAKE SUPERIOR STATE, 
W 9-3; W 6-2; 8-9 at Michigan State; 
15-16 at Lindenwood; 29-30 at 
Princeton.

Dec. 5-6 PENN STATE; 13-14 NOTRE 
DAME.

Jan. 3 vs. Michigan at Wrigley Field 
in Chicago; 5 at Michigan; 10-11 
MINNESOTA; 24-25 at Penn State; 

30-31 MICHIGAN STATE.
Feb. 7-8 at Notre Dame; 14-15 

WISCONSIN; 21-22 at Minnesota; 
27-28 MICHIGAN.

WOMEN’S ICE HOCKEY
(11-2-2, 6-2-2)

Sept. 21-22 MINNESOTA DULUTH, 
L 2-1; L 4-3; 27-28 at Bemidji State, W 
8-2; W 3-0.

Oct. 4-5 at St. Lawrence, W 3-2 (OT), 
W 5-3; 11-12 MINNESOTA, W 4-3; T 
1-1 (SOW); 18-19 at St. Cloud State, W 
5-1; T 3-3 (SOL); 22 MERCYHURST, W 
5-1; 25 ICEBREAKER TOURNAMENT vs. 
STONEHILL, W 11-0; 26 ICEBREAKER 
TOURNAMENT vs.  CORNELL, W 7-3.

Nov. 1-2 at St. Thomas, W 5-1; W 
1-0 (OT); 15-16 WISCONSIN; 22-23 at 
Minnesota State.

Dec. 2 at Mercyhurst.
Jan. 2 at Wisconsin; 4 at Wrigley 

Field in Chicago vs. Wisconsin; 10-11 
BEMIDJI STATE; 17-18 at Minnesota 
Duluth; 24-25 MINNESOTA STATE; 31 
at Minnesota.

Feb. 1 at Minnesota; 7-8 ST. 
THOMAS; 21-22 ST. CLOUD STATE; 28 
WCHA Quarterfinals.

March 1-2 WCHA Quarterfinals.

MEN’S SOCCER (12-1-3, 7-1-2)
Aug. 22 CLEVELAND STATE, T 1-1; 

25 at Akron, W 2-0; 29 SIUE, W 4-0.
Sept. 1 UNLV, W 3-2; 8 XAVIER, W, 

3-1; 13 BUTLER, W 1-0; 17 at Penn 
State, W 5-0; 22 RUTGERS, W 3-0; 27 
INDIANA, T 2-2.

Oct. 4 at Michigan, W 6-3; 7 
WASHINGTON, W, 2-0; 11 at UCLA, 
L, 2-1; 19 at Wisconsin, W 3-2; 25 
NORTHWESTERN, W 2-0; 29 MICHIGAN 
STATE, T 2-2.

Nov. 3 at Maryland, W 2-1; 10 Big 
Ten Tournament semifinals; 17 Big Ten 
Tournament finals.

 
WOMEN’S SOCCER (12-4-3, 6-3-2)

Aug. 15 DUKE, W 1-0; 22 
MILWAUKEE, W 4-0; 25 ASHLAND, W 
3-1; 29 SOUTH CAROLINA, T 1-1.

Sept. 5 at Navy, W 4-0; 8 at 
Auburn, L 1-0; 12 at Indiana, W 3-0; 
15 BROWN, W 2-0; 19 IOWA, T 1-1; 22 
NORTHWESTERN, W 2-1; 26 MICHIGAN 
STATE, T 2-2; 29 at Michigan, W 2-1.

Oct. 4 MARYLAND, W 3-0; 10 
MINNESOTA, L 3-2; 13 at Purdue, W 
4-2; 17 at USC, L 1-0; 20 at UCLA, L 
1-0; 27 PENN STATE, W, 4-1; 31 vs. 
Wisconsin at Big Ten Tournament in 
Minneapolis, W 1-0.

Nov. 4 vs. USC at Big Ten Tournament 
in Minneapolis.

MEN’S SWIM & DIVE (3-0)
Oct. 19 KENTUCKY W 191-107; 

25 DENISON, W 182-116; 26 ALUMNI 
MEET, NTS.

Nov. 1-2 at Virginia Tech, W 177-
176; 8 PENN STATE; 21-23 OHIO STATE 
FALL INVITATIONAL.

Jan. 18 at Michigan; 24 Tim Welsh 
Classic at South Bend, Ind.

Feb. 1 at Pittsburgh; 14-16 
OHIO STATE WINTER INVITATIONAL; 
26-March 1 Big Ten Championships at 
Minneapolis.

March 9 LAST CHANCE MEET; 
10-12 NCAA ZONE DIVING; 13-15 

CSCAA National Invitational at Ocala, 
Fla.; 26-29 NCAA Championships at 
Federal Way, Wash. 

WOMEN’S SWIM & DIVE (4-0)
Oct. 19 KENTUCKY, W 218-80; 

AKRON, W 224-74; 25 DENISON, W 
180-115; 26 ALUMNI MEET, NTS.

Nov. 1-2 at Virginia Tech, W 196-
157; 8 PENN STATE; 21-23 OHIO STATE 
FALL INVITATIONAL.

Jan. 18 at Michigan; 24-25 Tim 
Welsh Classic at South Bend, Ind.

Feb. 1 at Pittsburgh; 14-16 OHIO 
STATE WINTER INVITATIONAL; 19-22 
BIG TEN CHAMPIONSHIPS.

March 2 LAST CHANCE MEET; 
10-12 NCAA ZONE DIVING; 13-15 
CSCAA National Invitational at Ocala, 
Fla.; 19-22 NCAA Championships at 
Federal Way, Wash. 

MEN’S TENNIS
Sept. 9-15 Las Vegas Challenger, 

NTS; 16-22 COLUMBUS CHALLENGER, 
NTS; 21-29 ITA All-American 
Championship at Tulsa, Okla., NTS.

Oct. 7-13 Louisville 25K Futures at 
Louisville, Ky., NTS; 10-15 ITA Midwest 
Regional Championship at East Lansing, 
Mich., NTS.

Nov. 7-10 ITA Sectional 
Championship at Fort Worth, Texas; 7-10 
ITA Conference Masters Championship 
at San Diego; 19-24 NCAA Singles & 
Doubles Championship at Waco, Texas.

WOMEN’S TENNIS
Sept. 13-15 Debbie Southern 

Furman Fall Classic at Greenville, 
S.C., NTS; 21-29 ITA All-American 
Championships at Cary, N.C., NTS.

Oct. 4-6 Notre Dame Invitational 
at South Bend, Ind., NTS; 10-14 ITA 
Midwest Regionals at Columbus, Ohio, 
NTS; 25-27 UT Home Invitational at 
Knoxville, Tenn, NTS.

Nov. 1-3 Spartan Invite at East 
Lansing, Mich.; 7-10 ITA Central 
Section Championships at Ann 
Arbor, Mich.; 7-10 ITA Conference 
Masters Championships at San Diego; 
19-24 NCAA Singles and Doubles 
Championships at Waco, Texas.

WOMEN’S VOLLEYBALL (10-12, 3-9)
Aug. 30 at Dayton Flyer Invitational 

vs. Florida International, W 3-0; 31 at 
Dayton Flyer Invitational vs. Northern 
Iowa, W 3-1.

Sept. 6 at Florida Tournament vs. 
Southern Indiana, W 3-1; 7 at Florida 
Tournament vs. South Florida, L 3-2; 8 
at Florida Tournament vs. Florida, L 3-1; 
13 MIAMI (FL), W 3-0; 14 BUFFALO, W 
3-2; 15 WRIGHT STATE, L 3-1; 20 at 
Bowling Green, W 3-1;  22 BOWLING 
GREEN, W 3-0; 27 at USC, L 3-2; 29 at 
UCLA, L 3-1.

Oct. 3 OREGON, L 3-0; 6 at Indiana, 
L 3-1; 10 at Northwestern, W 3-0; 13 
MICHIGAN, L 3-1; 18 PENN STATE, 
L 3-2; 19 NEBRASKA, L 3-0; 23 at 
Purdue, L 3-0; 27 MINNESOTA, L, 3-2; 
31 IOWA, W 3-0.

Nov. 3 at Michigan State, W 3-1; 8 at 
Michigan; 9 at Illinois; 15 MARYLAND; 
16 RUTGERS; 22 WASHINGTON; 24 
INDIANA; 27 at Wisconsin; 29 at 
Minnesota.



VARSITY CLUB
ICER OF THE MONTH

For October

Max Montes
Sophomore Forward

Hartland, Wis.

OHIO STATE MEN’S ICE HOCKEY

Dunlap Brothers Savor Every Moment Together
There is something special playing along-

side a sibling, especially as the level of the com-
petition increases. 

Playing together in peewee hockey, Little 
League baseball or any other youth sports pro-
vides a bond that goes beyond being teammates. 

But as brothers and/or sisters get older, they 
might go their separate ways whether it be dif-
ferent colleges, playing different sports or no 
athletics at all for one or both of them. Others, 
such as Ohio State forwards Jake and Joe Dun-
lap, accomplish their goals, albeit in a circuitous 
route.

“It’s such an honor, obviously, for myself and 
Joe and my parents as well,” Jake, the younger 
of the two, said. “Growing up, Joe and I always 
talked about playing college hockey together, 
and our goal always was to play Division I hock-
ey. We’re doing it. We’re living our dreams. It’s 
awesome that we’re seeing it through and mak-
ing it happen.”

Jake, 22, played one season at New Hamp-
shire prior to transferring to Ohio State for the 
2023-24 season to join Joe, 24, a graduate stu-
dent in his fifth season with the Buckeyes. 

“I love playing with my brother,” Joe said. “I 
live with him as well. It’s been really great for my 
parents, too, to be able to come out here (from 
Windham, N.H.) and see both of us. It’s really 
just the best of both worlds.”

The brotherly love and the opportunity to 
play together is not lost on them, particularly 
because of the tragedy that rocked the hockey 
community in late summer.

Columbus Blue Jackets star forward Johnny 
Gaudreau, 31, and his brother, Matthew, 29, 
died Aug. 29 when they were struck by a car 
driven by an alleged drunk driver while riding 
bicycles near their home in Salem County, N.J., 
the day before their sister’s wedding.

Johnny helped Boston College win the 
Frozen Four in 2012 as a freshman and con-
templated signing with the Calgary 
Flames after his sophomore season 
but opted to stay so he could play the 
2013-14 season with his freshman 
brother.

Even though “Johnny Hockey,” 
as he was known, would become 
one of the best players in the NHL, 
first with the Flames and then after 
signing with the Blue Jackets in July 
2022, he remained very close to 
Matt, who played several seasons of 
minor-league hockey.

Being hockey teammates and 
living in Columbus, the Gaudreaus’ 
deaths hit home, literally, for the 
Dunlaps.

“It’s devastation. I mean, just for 
the whole hockey world it’s so shock-
ing,” Joe said. “For me personally, 
I can’t imagine. I can’t imagine my 
parents ... I don’t even really want to 
think about it. Just keep your family 
close and love them every day. I feel 
like that’s really the takeaway.

“It’s such a great moment every day we’re 
on the ice together, just looking at each other in 
the locker room and creating these memories 
together that we’re going to have for a lifetime. 
When we have kids, we’ll be telling them about 
it, so it’s pretty amazing.”

Brothers as teammates are nothing new for 
the program. The most famous are twins Paul 
and Perry Pooley (1980-84). Paul is in the Ohio 
State Athletics Hall of Fame and has his No. 22 
retired. Both were All-Americans.

Twins Sean and Stacey Hartnell (1988-91) 
soon followed the Pooleys. Other brother sets 
who played concurrently for at least one sea-
son were Roger (1964-65) and Dale (1965-67)  
Hartsock; Andy (1975-78) and Peter (1977) 
MacKay; and Al and Warren Ware (1964).

There have been other instances of brothers 
playing separately – John (1966-67) and Tom 
(1969) Chaney; Pierre (1994-97) and Jean-Fran-
cois (1998-2001) Dufour; David (1969) and 
Doug (1978) Jones; Max (2012-14) and Sam 

(2017-20) McCormick; and Tom (1968-70) and 
Les (1971-74) Swearingen.

“How special is that?” Ohio State 
head coach Steve Rohlik said. “The 
first thing I talk about here all the 
time is family – families over hockey, 
over everything – and then, ironically, 
to have a chance to play with a broth-
er, to be around a brother, every day 
is special. I’m not in their shoes, but 
man, to have that opportunity, that’s a 
chance of a lifetime.”

Helping Hand
An unexpected positive of Jake 

transferring was his ability to pro-
vide support for Joe as he underwent 
three surgeries over the past two 
years.

Joe played only 13 games last sea-
son after hip surgery. He didn’t debut 
until the second half of the season 
but sustained a season-ending shoul-
der injury in the second-to-last, reg-
ular-season series against Michigan 
State on Feb. 24 that also required 

surgery.
“I can’t think of a worse day in my entire life, 

to be honest,” he said of the shoulder injury. “It 
sticks with me. It’s a good memory to keep me 
motivated. But at the end of the day, it’s just like, 
‘When am I going to get back and when am I go-
ing to get back on the ice?’ That was my whole 
thought process the whole time.”

He had chronic pain in both hips for a while, 
so he opted to have the other hip repaired as 
well.

“Once my shoulder got hurt, and I knew I 
needed shoulder surgery, it was kind of like, ‘I 
might as well just kill two birds with one stone 
here. Get the other one done.’ So, I just got them 
both done,” he said. “I’m very happy with my de-
cision.”

Jake marvels at the strength of his brother.
“Obviously, he’s been through a lot in the 

past couple of years,” he said. “It’s been, actually, 
probably around a three-year injury ordeal that 
he’s been going through. He showed an incred-
ible amount of resilience and passion for Ohio 
State and this program, to not only come back, 
but to be an impact player for this team. And 
now he’s representing us as a captain, which is 
huge.

“But I was right there with him after his 
double surgery. When he got his shoulder done 
and his hip done, he was pretty much in a wheel-
chair and not able to move,” Jake added. “ I lived 
in his house. I actually slept in his bed and he 
slept in the recliner because it was easier for 
him to sleep.

“I was just trying to look out as a younger 
brother and take care of him. I’m happy to see 
that he’s improving and finally getting his stride 
back, and he’s looking like he’s in full motion.”

Joe said he is fortunate.
“I’ve got a great support system around me,” 

he said. “I have two loving parents and a loving 
brother. They’re my whole world. Without them, 
I’m probably not here right now.”

Taking The Fifth
Once the surgeries were behind him, Joe 

decided he wanted to return for a fifth season 
afforded by the NCAA because of the 2020 pan-
demic. The 2024-25 season is the last season 
for an extra year of eligibility.

“This is probably for the best for me,” he 

said. “Get another year under my belt and show 
pretty much everybody what I can really do and 
getting a full year of healthy hockey is really im-
portant to me. I felt like I had some unfinished 
business.”

Rohlik is glad to have him.  
“I’m a true believer in things happening for a 

reason, good or bad, and maybe in the end, this 
is going to put him in a good spot,” the coach 
said. “He’s worked awfully hard to get where he 
is right now. It’s exciting to see him come back 
and I think the team sees that.

“Sometimes we wake up with aches and 
pains and might not feel our best. Well, we’ve got 
someone that’s been through three surgeries 
and is still out there and being a huge contribu-
tor. He wanted to put in the work in the summer. 
He wanted to get healthy. He wanted to play a 
full year. All those things are aligned right now.”

Jake said it wasn’t all sunshine and roses for 
Joe during his rehab.

“You don’t want to be away from the team 
and the boys,” Jake said. “He kind of felt exclud-
ed in that sense. We were playing in a slow-pitch 
softball tournament. He came as a coach, but 
obviously he’d want to be involved in something 
like that as an athlete and a competitor.”

Joe made it all the way back from his double 
surgeries and was ready for the season opener 
Oct. 11 vs. American International. He had two 
assists the next night. 

Playing in all eight games, he has one goal 
and five assists. Jake has an assist in five games.

More importantly, Joe has not had any set-
backs and once again is among the fastest skat-
ers on the team.

“When I get going, I feel like I definitely have 
another gear that a lot of kids can’t get to,” Joe 
said. “So, I feel like that’s what separates me 
from a lot of people.”

He credits his mother, Lori, for helping him 
and Jake.

“My mom was a track star. My dad (Joe) was 
a good athlete, too,” Joe said. “She was a sprint-
er and in relays, too. When we were younger, we 
worked on sprinting and jumping, all the athlet-
ic parts of sports. We got really good at a young 
age.”

But even the best athletes have to rest once 
in a while. Like when it comes to keeping up on 
the household chores. Mind you, Joe lives on the 
second floor of the house they rent while Jake is 
a floor above.

“Our kitchen was becoming a mess, so 
he installed a camera there that he could talk 
through his phone so if you miss your dishes or 
anything,” Jake said. “Joe’s the first guy on you 
about getting those done. You could be upstairs 
and instead of him coming up, he’s yelling at you 
through the camera. It’s funny, but yeah, we’ve 
actually done a great job this year of keeping the 
house clean, and he’s definitely been a big part 
of holding us accountable.”

Superior Quality
The No. 15 Buckeyes (7-0-1) ran their win-

ning streak to seven games with 9-3 and 6-2 
nonleague victories over Lake Superior State at 
Value City Arena on Nov. 1-2.

Riley Thompson led the scoring with six 
points (one goal, five assists) in the series. Da-
vis Burnside extended his goal streak to three 
games by scoring in each and has a four-game 
point streak (four goals, three assists).

The games followed similar paths. The 

IN THE CREASEIN THE CREASE
Craig MerzCraig Merz
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OPINION

Going to Happy Valley and coming away 
with a victory is always tough. It wasn’t a 
“white out” but the Penn State crowd did 
its best to get the Buckeyes unnerved in a 
very hostile environment. Both teams were 
attempting to keep a Big Ten championship 
and a berth in the 12-team national playoff 
picture within their grasp. Penn State was 
hot off a huge win at Wisconsin while the 
Buckeyes, still licking their wounds from 
the Oregon loss, came off a subpar offen-
sive performance to escape with a victory 
over the Nebraska Cornhuskers in Ohio 
Stadium a week before. 

Among the Ohio State woes in the pre-
vious week’s game was a 10 percent (1-10) 
third-down conversion rate and a running 
game that was atrocious. A Buckeye team 
that was firing on all cylinders early in 
the season was underperforming and not 
showing the fire and intensity it had dis-
played early on. There was a lot at stake 
in this big game against the Nittany Lions, 
and the Buckeyes had to come to life and 
not dig themselves in a hole they might not 
be able to pull themselves out of with an-
other loss.

Not only did the Buckeyes come to play 
on Nov. 2, but they played at a level that 
hasn’t been seen since the Notre Dame 
victory a year ago in South Bend, Ind. The 
Buckeye offense, with a makeshift offen-
sive line, showed the run-to-pass balance 
that made the home team have to defend 
the field. The Buckeye special teams were 
solid in protection, coverage and returns. 
Jayden Fielding’s two field goals in the sec-
ond half were crucial. 

As good as the Ohio State offense and 
special teams were, it was the Buckeye de-
fense that stepped it up to a new level by 
denying the Nittany Lions offensive touch-
downs in the red zone twice. Penn State 
had the ball first-and-goal from the 3-yard 
line when Ohio State corner Davison Igbi-
nosun made an acrobatic interception of 
a Drew Allar pass right before the end of 

the first half of play, ending the touchdown 
threat. 

It would be at the 3-yard line again, this 
time late in the fourth quarter, when the 
stout Buckeye defense put on a goal-line 
stand for the ages, again keeping a very 
good Penn State team out of the end zone. 
There would be zero offensive touchdowns 
for the Nittany Lions on the day.

Defense Excelled
For two weeks in a row, the Jim Knowles 

defense played to a high level. Going into 
the game, Penn State was ranked fourth 
in the Big Ten and 13th nationally in to-
tal offense. The Nittany Lions were aver-
aging four touchdowns and 33.3 points 
per game. Behind the play of experienced 
quarterback Drew Allar and “Mr. Every-
thing” tight end Tyler Warren, the Penn 
State offense seemed unstoppable. To 
keep the Nittany Lions out of the end zone 
would be nearly impossible. 

Defensive coordinator Jim Knowles 
and staff put together an outstanding game 
plan, and the players executed that plan. 
By mixing up zone and man-to-man cover-
ages along with a heavy “silver bullet” pass 
rush, Drew Allar found getting yardage via 
the airways difficult. Allar threw for only 
146 yards, almost 100 under his average, 
with no touchdowns. The Buckeye second-
ary was intimidating in its tight man cover-
age while holding Tyler Warren to just four 
receptions for the afternoon.

The aggressive defensive front stepped 
it up by sacking Allar twice and forcing 
him out of the pocket on several occa-
sions. Linebackers Cody Simon and Son-
ny Styles combined for 19 tackles, making 
the Penn State running attack as unpro-
ductive as its passing game. This was the 
type of defensive performance that wins 
Big Ten championships.

Howard Responds
Buckeye quarterback Will Howard 

proved he could respond to a pressure 
situation in Happy Valley after he threw 
a pick-six on the Buckeyes’ first offensive 
possession of the game, giving Penn State 
a 10-point lead. Refusing to succumb to 
the hostile environment in a stadium he 
had longed to play in as a young athlete 
from Downingtown, Pa., Howard led the 
Buckeye offense back from that deficit to 

give Penn State its first loss of the season. 
Howard put up a respectable 182 yards 

in the air on 16 completions with two 
touchdowns while rushing the football 12 
times. Even though those dozen rushes 
netted only 24 yards, they came in crucial 
situations in the fourth quarter. 

Will Howard is not the flashiest quar-
terback in the country, but his ability to 
keep his poise in the pocket, even in the 
face of a heavy rush, along with his ability 
to slide or escape from the pocket when 
necessary, makes him the type of field 
general coaches look for in a quarterback. 
There are a lot of big games left in the sea-
son but, at this point, no one can say Will 
Howard hasn’t earned his NIL money.

Four-Minute Drill Was Perfect
After the Buckeye defense made the 

goal-line stand with just over five minutes 
left to play in the game, the Ohio State 
offense had to start its drive from its own 
1-yard line. If the offense could not sustain 
the drive, Penn State could get the ball 
back in plenty of time to score. 

All offenses practice the “four-minute 
drill” to attempt to bleed the clock of valu-
able time in keeping the football from the 
opponent. Most coaches believe the drill, 
in a true game scenario, is successful if 
the offense can get two first downs, then 
punt the ball downfield, giving the oppo-
nent a long way to try to score in a little bit 
of time. For an offense to keep the football 
for the entire rest of the game is extreme-
ly difficult because offensive coordinators 
are reluctant to put the football in the air 
risking the chance of an interception. 

Chip Kelly and Ryan Day’s offense was 
masterful in running the clock down, forc-
ing the Nittany Lions to use all three of 
their timeouts. When Will Howard kept 
the football for 7 yards on third-and-3 for 
a first down, Penn State’s fate was sealed. 
The Buckeye offense was able to run the 
entire 5:13 off the clock by holding onto the 

ball for 11 plays, getting four first downs, 
and securing the victory in Happy Valley. A 
“four-minute drill” became a “five-minute 
13-second” drill run to perfection.

Offense Line Showed Grit
Offensive line coach Justin Frye did a 

masterful job of getting his troops ready 
to play. Despite injuries to offensive tack-
les Josh Simmons and Zen Michalski, 
the Buckeye offensive front was able to 
get push at the line of scrimmage and es-
tablish an impressive run game against a 
strong and physical Penn State defensive 
front. 

The move of Donovan Jackson from 
left guard to left tackle and the insertion 
of Carson Hinzman to that left guard posi-
tion was a patchwork of success. Although 
Jackson was beaten a couple of times in 
pass protection by the quickness of edge 
rusher Abdul Carter, he played well at the 
toughest position of all to play on the of-
fensive line. The Buckeye offensive front 
especially showed its toughness, leg drive 
and determination by executing the quar-
terback sneak, now called the “tush push,” 
in two crucial situations. 

Coaches Deserve Credit
No one in Columbus gets more criti-

cism than the Ohio State football staff, es-
pecially the head coach. That’s the way it 
is, and do not look for it to change anytime 
soon. Ryan Day has an excellent group 
of talented and knowledgeable coaches. 
They spend countless hours away from 
their own families to make their football 
family successful. Things don’t always go 
as planned, but when a coach’s players 
execute to near perfection and achieve 
at a high level in a big game like they did 
against PSU, the hours put in make their 
pressure-filled job seem worth it. Every 
member of the coaching staff deserves a 
Buckeye Leaf for the victory over Penn 
State.

OSU’s Red-Zone Defense Tamed Nittany Lions

Loyal Buckeye Sports Bulletin readers fre-
quently ask us what they can do to help keep BSB 
vibrant in this increasingly electronic age. One 
of the things readers can do is introduce BSB to 
new readers who might find our Ohio State sports 
content interesting. 

In order to help you do that, we are offering 
an opportunity to send four free trial issues to 
potential subscribers. We will then offer your po-
tential subscriber a very special offer to get them 
to join the fold of loyal Buckeye Sports Bulletin 
readers.

We are also offering a special $19.95 subscrip-
tion rate for gifts for our service men and women. 
It’s nice to send a little bit of home to those all 
over the world who are protecting us. Don’t forget 
to include an APO address when applicable and 
remember, any subscription includes electronic 
access to BSB, so our Buckeyes in uniform will 
be able to enjoy their BSB immediately, wherever 
they are.

This four free trial issue offer is not good for 
current subscribers. This offer is to introduce 
readers to BSB. You can conveniently email your 
names and addresses to subscriptions@buckeye-
sports.com or mail them to P.O. Box 12453, Co-
lumbus, Ohio, 43212.

Help BSB Grow

Buckeyes jumped to big leads by scoring in 
bunches before the Lakers (1-5-0) closed the 
gap.

In the opener, OSU led 4-0 before the Lak-
ers scored three straight, but three goals in a 
1:39 span of the third period were part of a 
five-goal response by the Buckeyes.

The next night, OSU expanded a 1-0 lead 
with three goals in the first 3:27 of the second 
period and were up 5-0 before the Lakers 
scored twice to make it 5-2.

Next
The Buckeyes play their next three series 

on the road beginning with Big Ten tilts at 
Michigan State on Nov. 8-9, followed by games 

vs. Lindenwood on Nov. 15-16 and Princeton 
on Nov. 29-30. 

They return home for Big Ten series vs. 
Penn State on Dec. 5-6 and Notre Dame on 
Dec. 13-14.

Maximum  Effort
Sophomore forward Max Montes is the 

Varsity Club Icer of the Month for October. 
The Hartland, Wis., native scored five 

goals in six games and had game-winners in 
both games at Wisconsin on Oct. 18-19. He 
scored nine goals in 37 games last season.

For a complete recap of the Lake Superi-
or State series, go to the BuckeyeSports.com 
website, free to all Buckeye Sports Bulletin 
subscribers.

Continued From Page 36
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OPINION

Whew. That was a heart-stopper.
Chalk me up as one who thought the 

Buckeyes were still in line for the playoffs, 
even with a close loss to Penn State.

But losing would have left the Buck-
eye fans extra nervous for both the Indi-
ana and Michigan games. Now, they have 
breathing room. I think they’re in, even 
with two regular-season losses.

But, playoff or not, who wanted to see 
Ohio State go 0-2 in the two big games so 
far this season?

Yes, things didn’t look good early. Yes, 
Ohio State was imperfect at State College. 
But, overall, that was a solid, hard-fought 
win on the road against a legitimate top-
six or so team.

So now, after eight games, the only 
blemish is a one-point loss to the nation’s 
No. 1 team – a team the Buckeyes may see 
one or two more times before this season 
is over.

The Epic Final 15 Plays
The final 15 plays were something to 

remember, starting with Penn State’s first-
and-goal from the 3-yard-line after Tyler 

Warren had run 33 yards to apparently set 
up the tying score for Penn State.

That’s when Ohio State clamped down 
the way a national championship contend-
er needs to clamp down.

Four tries at the end zone for Penn 
State: no gain, 1-yard-gain, 1-yard gain 
and then from the 1-yard-line on fourth 
down, an incomplete pass.

Stifling defense, both on the run plays 
and on the one attempted pass that fell 
incomplete between three OSU defenders 
after a fourth defender shut down the pri-
mary pass option on the play.

Then, just as impressive, Ohio State 
ran out the final 5:13 without ever throw-
ing a pass – 11 straight runs, including the 
kneel down at the end.

The first message that Ohio State 
would mean business was the 4-yard quar-
terback sneak on first down from its own 
1-yard line. Penn State was either over-
matched or out of steam.

Penn State knew Ohio State was going 
to run every time and could do nothing 
about it.

Nine yards by Quinshon Judkins, 6 
more by Judkins, 15 more by Judkins, 6 
yards by TreVeyon Henderson and so on.

That’s the way you close out a win on 
the road.

Key Blocks
A shoutout to two blockers on the 

7-yard run by Will Howard that sealed the 

victory on a third-and-3 with 1:11 left in 
the game.

Howard had an easy path for three rea-
sons. The first was that nine Penn State 
defenders bit on the fake handoff to Jud-
kins.

But two defenders were left.
Credit tight end Gee Scott Jr. for seal-

ing one defender inside. And on the out-
side, credit wide receiver Jeremiah Smith 
for safely sealing the cornerback away 
from Howard’s path.

Switch At Tailback
An interesting change in the OSU of-

fense came on the 
first drive. It was Jud-
kins, not Henderson, 
who took the first 
turns at running the 
football.

My theory? Hen-
derson is the superior 
player when it comes 
to picking up blitz-
es as a blocker. Ohio 

State’s line was iffy heading into the game 
with the moving pieces up front.

It’s logical to me that this move was 
made to get Henderson more naturally on 
the field for more third-down passing situ-
ations. Just a hunch.

Packed Formation, Long Passes
Ohio State rarely threw deep, perhaps 

because of blocking concerns with the 
changes on the line.

So it was interesting that on three 
longer pass plays, including touchdown 
passes of 25 yards to Emeka Egbuka and 
21 yards to Brandon Inniss, the Buckeyes 
lined up in bunch formations – receivers 
packed in tightly, cutting down on the out-
side lanes for PSU rushers.

Three-For-Three On The Replay
Officiating is suspect on any given Sat-

urday these days in college football, but 
credit the replay crew for getting it right 
on three critical and very tight crucial 
plays, overturning the call on the field 
each time.

The call was right on Howard’s fum-
ble into the end zone. (As an aside, if his 
foot was about an inch farther outside as 
the ball bounded off his leg, it would have 
been considered out of bounds before 
tumbling into the end zone. But Howard’s 
foot was barely inbounds.)

The call was right on Davison Igbino-
sun’s incredible interception in the end 
zone just before the half.

And the call was right on the incom-
plete pass to Judkins late in the game, 
originally ruled a fumble.

Good Enough For Howard?
Howard was the first to admit in the 

postgame interview on TV that he made 
some mistakes.

I say, get used to it, and that might be 
just fine.

Ohio State is good enough to win if 
Howard plays above average.

He’s not going to be a top draft pick like 
C.J. Stroud. But he doesn’t have to carry 

this team. He just has to lead it. And so 
far, he’s been an upgrade for OSU at the 
position.

After all, he entered the Penn State 
game ranked second nationally in passer 
rating.

Will OSU And Ducks Play 3 Times?
As it looks now – before Ohio State 

plays Indiana and a reeling Michigan 
team, and before Oregon goes to Wiscon-
sin and then hosts Washington – OSU and 
Oregon appear on a collision course for 
what could be the second of three encoun-
ters this season.

Should OSU and Oregon play for the 
Big Ten title, odds are the winner will be 
the No. 1 seed in the college football play-
offs and the loser will be the top-seeded 
nonconference champion.

The top-seeded nonconference cham-
pion gets the fifth seed, playing the 
12th-seeded team. Win that game and the 
fifth seed will then play the worst confer-
ence champion, which could be Miami or 
BYU as it stands now.

The fifth seed would be favored in both 
of  those games. Then next up would be 
the top-seeded team (if it advances), and 
I’m assuming the Big Ten champion will 
be the top-seeded team.

Thus, a potential third Ohio State-Ore-
gon matchup.

This Week’s Top 11
Here’s my stab at a top 11 this week. 

Why 11, as I’ve been doing all season? 
Because I presume 11 major conference 
schools will land playoff spots. One of the 
12 spots is guaranteed to go to a school in 
one of the lesser conferences.

1. Oregon, 9-0 – Latest victim, Michi-
gan, 38-17.

2. Ohio State, 7-1 – Only loss to the No. 
1 team and a better win (over Penn State) 
than anyone else who should be consid-
ered for this second spot.

3. Georgia, 7-1 – Rallied to beat 4-4 
Florida. Lost to a two-loss Alabama team. 
Best win against Texas, 30-15. Mixed 
thoughts.

4. Miami (Fla.), 9-0 – I was slow to 
warm up to Miami, in part because of two 
escapes earlier in the season, but at 9-0, 
credit is due for still being undefeated. 
That’s not easy.

5. Penn State, 7-1 – No signature wins 
but played No. 2 tough.

6. Texas, 7-1 – The Longhorns easily 
could swap spots with Penn State.

7. Tennessee, 7-1 – Lost to Arkansas. 
Otherwise solid this season.

8. Indiana, 9-0 – All easy victories. 
Closest games have been 14-point wins 
over Washington and Maryland.

9. BYU, 8-0 – Not as impressive as In-
diana, but still undefeated this deep into 
the season

10. Notre Dame, 7-1 – Boy, the Irish 
would like to have their Northern Illinois 
game back, a 16-14 loss in Week 2.

11. Iowa State, 7-1 – Finally toppled, 
losing by a point to Texas Tech, 23-22.
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OPINION

When this ballyhooed Ohio State football 
team finally put it all together, I figured it would 
be some sort of 42-0 type win over a quality op-
ponent. When the Buckeyes finally did put it all 
together, it was a mistake-filled, always tight, one-
score victory, but over a quality opponent.

Boy, did Ohio State finally put it all together in 
its 20-13 victory over Penn State before 111,030 
sometimes rabid, sometimes subdued fans. What 
an impressive victory!

I know some of you are out there thinking, 
“Frank, how can you say the Buckeyes put it all 
together when they made a plethora of potentially 
costly mistakes and were unable to put the Lions 
away until late in the fourth quarter?”

Well, I’m going to tell you how I can say it.
The Buckeyes were playing a quality oppo-

nent, a team possibly every bit as good as Ore-
gon. It’s not going to be all sunshine and roses 
against a team like that on its home field. But ev-
ery time the Nittany Lions made a gambit, Ohio 
State had the personnel and the execution to 
counter it. It didn’t make a difference if it was on 
offense or defense. Ohio State had the answer. 
Ohio State has had the personnel all season. But 
the execution?

The Buckeyes demonstrated in the first half 
that they had an answer for anything Penn State 
would throw at them.

I feel a pivotal moment in the game came in 
the very first quarter.

Penn State took the opening kick and 
marched unfettered against the Buckeye defense 
for 14 plays, converting four first downs, and con-
suming 8:00. The Buckeyes scored a minor victo-
ry by holding PSU to a field goal.

The worst was yet to come.
The Buckeyes didn’t even register a first down 

on their initial possession before Will Howard 
threw an uncontested pick-six, and Penn State 
was up 10-0 before some people had even found 
their seats. The legendary Penn State crowd was 
ramped up to full volume and excitement level.

Now here is where the Buckeyes made their 
first response of the game.

Instead of panicking, they calmly marched 74 
yards for a touchdown of their own, keyed by con-
secutive runs of 11 and 22 yards from Quinshon 
Judkins and a 25-yard scoring pass from Howard 
to Emeka Egbuka. Suddenly the Buckeyes are 
down by only three with over three quarters to 
play.

If Penn State had forced a three-and-out there, 
the Beaver Stadium crowd might have taken over 
the game. Instead, it was Penn State that went 
three-and-out, and Ohio State went on another 
lengthy drive, marching 81 yards to a touchdown 
on a Howard to Brandon Inniss pass for a 14-10 
lead, and the crowd was muted and the early 10-0 
deficit was rendered irrelevant.

But it was getting worse for the home team. 
The Lions were held to another three-and-out, 
and the Buckeyes started driving again. How-
ever, a funny thing happened on the way to the 
end zone. Howard was on his way to yet anoth-
er touchdown with a well-executed run when he 
fumbled the ball out of the end zone, resulting 
in a touchback and the ball and the momentum 
swinging back to Penn State. However, the Lions 
could not convert their good fortune into points 
against the stout OSU defense.

They had one more shot at changing the 
tide of the game when they got excellent field 
position at the OSU 49 following a Buckeye 
punt with 1:51 to play. The Lions promptly 
moved to the 3, when the Buckeyes again had 
the personnel and the execution to thwart the 
drive and maintain control of the game. Davi-
son Igbinosun, the human penalty flag, made a 
dazzling interception to send the Buckeyes into 
the locker room maintaining their 14-10 lead. 

Igbinosun’s interception negated Howard’s 
fumble, a tit-for-a tat.

From that point on, I always felt the Buckeyes 
were in control, despite the fact that the Nittany 
Lions were always within one score.

Penn State had one last shot to tie or win the 
game in the fourth quarter. That’s when the really 
good stuff came from the Buckeyes.

True, they let Penn State march 74 yards to 
the 1-yard-line, but they had the personnel and the 
execution to not only stop them there, but head 
the other way on an 11-play drive made up of 
10 runs, including four first downs, and a kneel-
down to eat up the final 5:13 of clock with the Nit-
tany Lions helpless to stop them and a stunned 
crowd looking on.

Did anyone besides me appreciate the irony of 
Howard sliding at the end of his 7-yard run to con-
vert the final first down that sealed Penn State’s 
fate?

It was good old-fashioned, smash-mouth foot-
ball at the end. Nothing fancy, and I loved it. Those 
last two possessions proved, at least to me, that 
Ohio State had finally put it all together.

Hats Off To The Big Guys
In my job, people are always asking me about 

the Buckeyes, and this past week was no different, 
with everyone wanting to know what I thought 
about the upcoming Penn State game. After the 
debacle along the offensive line against Nebraska, 
I told anyone who would listen to me that if the 
coaching staff could fix the problems with the of-
fensive line – an awfully tall task in one week – the 
Buckeyes had a good shot at winning. If the big 
guys played like they did against the Cornhuskers 
– well, you can use your imagination.

Ohio State moved All-Big Ten guard Dono-
van Jackson to left tackle, a position he had nev-
er played before, and inserted Carson Hinzman, 
who started last year at center, into Jackson’s 
guard slot. The Buckeyes passed the offensive 
line test with flying colors. They helped more than 
double the Buckeyes’ average per carry from the 
Nebraska game, from 2.1 to 4.4, and they showed 
the ultimate flex of offensive line muscle, when 
they led the 5:13 ground march to seal the victory.

Most were monitoring Jackson as they 
watched the revamped line’s play. Hinzman had 
high marks for his linemate’s performance at his 
new position.

“Donovan is a freak of nature,” Hinzman said. 
“That guy is an absolute – if I could be anyone 
else it would be Donovan, the way he moves, the 
way he plays, the kind of guy he is on all fronts. 
He works hard. He does the right things. I think 
today, he really showed it on the field that even 
though obviously it’s a big transition deal from the 
phone booth to an island, I think he did a really 
great job.”

I’m not a sophisticated offensive line observer 
but I couldn’t help noticing that I wasn’t noticing 
Hinzman. I’ve always been led to believe that not 
noticing an offensive lineman can be a good thing. 
You tend to notice offensive linemen only when 
they are struggling. Think Zen Michalski against 
Nebraska.

After the game, Ryan Day backed me up about 
not noticing Hinzman.

“I don’t know what he’s going to grade out at, 
but you didn’t notice him much, which is a good 
sign for a guard when you don’t notice him much. 
We’ll get on the film and see how he did, but I 
think his experience paid off and he was a big part 
of this win today.”

The revamped line is bound to only get better 

as they play more together and the big games ap-
proach.

Someone’s Else’s Penalties
It was nice for once to see the other team com-

mitting frequent or inopportune penalties – or 
both – something the Buckeyes have been guilty 
of all too often, not just this year, but in seasons 
past. Against Penn State, Ohio State was guilty 
of just two penalties for 15 yards, while the Nit-
tany Lions were flagged five times for 45 yards. 
The Lions aided Ohio State’ second touchdown 
drive with an offsides penalty and an unsports-
manlike conduct violation, helping set up Inniss’ 
touchdown.

Quote Of The Week
After a loss to now top-rated Oregon that fea-

tured a struggling OSU defense and a flawed final 
drive to try to win the game, followed by an unin-
spired win over Nebraska – this all from a team 
that was presented as potentially one of the best 
ever but has struggled to win the “big game” in 
recent years – Day and his Buckeyes came under 
fire in the past few weeks.

After the win over the Nittany Lions, Day was 
asked about the situation, and for a coach who fre-
quently communicates with the media via “coach-
speak,” I thought his response was quite eloquent.

“There’s probably a lot there to unpack and 
I’m not going to get into all of it, but there’s a 
lot that goes into being the head coach at Ohio 
State,” he said. “You can say to ignore everything 
that goes on, but your players read it, your coach-
es read it, your staff members read it, your fami-
lies read it, and you have to stay strong in those 
moments. But that entire team, our families, they 
all believed. 

“To go do that, to accomplish that in this 
game, a top-five victory, it feels good right now. 
We still have a lot of football ahead of us, but right 
now it feels good. I’m proud of our team and I’m 
proud of our coaching staff.”

Quote Of The Week II
Wide receiver Brandon Inniss was asked how 

his unit felt about the depth in their room. His an-
swer was short, sweet and to the point.

“We’re the best in the world. Everybody knows 
that.”

It made me think of the late Muhammad Ali, 
who famously said, “It ain’t bragging if you can 
back it up.”

Inniss, No. 4 in the Buckeye receiving rota-
tion, had a strong game against the Nittany Lions 
with a pair of receptions for 33 yards, including 
his sweet 21-yard catch and run for a touchdown 
to give OSU its first lead, 14-10, in the second 
quarter.

However, I’m still trying to figure out what 
happened to Brandon Inniss the punt returner, 
who teased us with his returns in the first game 
of the season. Ohio State had no returns on Penn 
State’s four punts, and Inniss hasn’t returned a 
punt since he returned one for 3 yards against 
Iowa back on Oct. 5.

Battle Of The Dynamic Duos
We have been told for months that Ohio State 

has the best running back duo in the country with 
Judkins and TreVeyon Henderson. But after the 
two combined for 20 carries for just 54 yards and 
a 2.7-yard average against Nebraska, it occurred 
to me that Ohio State would be facing Penn 
State, which had a dynamic duo of its own in Kay-
tron Allen and Nicholas Singleton.

Heading into the top-five matchup between 
the two powers, Judkins had 81 carries and 520 
net yards for a 6.4 average with six TDs and a 
74.3 average per game. Henderson had 62 car-
ries, 449 net yards, a 7.2 average, with four TDs, 
and a 64.1 average per game. 

On the opposing sideline, Allen had 101 car-
ries, 509 net yards a 5.0 average, four TDs, and a 
72.7 average per game. Singleton had 75 carries 
for 483 net yards, a 6.4 average, three TDs and an 
80.5 average per game in one fewer game.

While the numbers were somewhat compara-
ble, I gave the edge to Henderson and Judkins be-
fore the game. The Buckeye duo proved me right 
in the big win over the Nittany Lions.

Judkins carried 14 times for 95 yards (6.8), 
Henderson 10 times for 54 yards (5.4), Allen 12 
times for 27 yards (2.2) and Singleton six times 
for 15 yards (2.5). Singleton did have six recep-
tions for 54 yards. Interestingly, none of the four 
scored a touchdown.

Thanks For The Calls
Readers continued to call us about mail deliv-

ery in the week after the Nebraska game, but in a 
pleasant change of events, they were calling to tell 
us they had received their paper in a timely fash-
ion, most for the first time in weeks. One longtime 
reader from California indicated he had his fast-
est delivery ever receiving his BSB in two days.

I know I speak for everyone here when I say 
how touched we were that so many of you took 
the time to call and report your prompt delivery. 
Readers seemed genuinely excited not only that 
they got their paper, but excited for us. I think I 
have babbled on so much in this space that most 
people figured out what a difficult time it has been 
for us with the relentless onslaught of complaints.

The sudden improvement in delivery seemed 
to confirm what we had been told – that the 
post office had been prioritizing election mail, a 
problem that is obviously winding down. The big 
games are coming. Time to prioritize Buckeye 
Sports Bulletin!

By no means do we think we are out of the 
woods yet, especially with Veteran’s Day coming 
up on Nov. 11. So here are a couple of reminders.

We are still asking that as many BSB sub-
scribers as possible call the postal complaint 
number. I was concerned that only a handful of 
subscribers had heeded our call to action until I 
realized that because of delivery delays, most peo-
ple hadn’t seen my suggestion.

The postal complaint number is (800) 275-
8777. You are put through a series of prompts. 
Just follow them. When you are offered the 
chance to say “mail,” say mail, then “daily mail.” 
When offered “not applicable,” say not applicable. 
When they say, “submit a request,” say submit a 
request, then “specific” and they are finally going 
to ask for a date when the problem started. Let’s 
all say Aug. 15, 2024. Then they will ask you for 
contact information. Be patient, but let’s be nu-
merous and vocal. If even 100 readers, a small 
fraction of our subscriber base, call, maybe some-
one will start paying attention.

We have had a strong uptick in readers taking 
advantage of the online edition of BSB, which is 
free to subscribers and posted immediately upon 
completion of each paper at BuckeyeSports.com. 
You can also upgrade your delivery to first-class 
mail in an envelope through the Michigan game 
for what is now only $16. With Thanksgiving on 
the Thursday before The Game, even in the best 
of times many people who receive their BSB by 
periodicals-class mail would not get their paper 
before kickoff.

Just give us a call at (614) 486-2202, and we 
will explain your options.
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